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Univerfal Ufe of IRISH MANUFA- 
CTURE, in deaths and furniture 
of bvufeSy &c. 

Utterly rejeding and renouncing every thing 
wearable that comes from ENGLAND.* 



[Written fn the year 1720.] 



r!* is the peculiar felicity and prudence of die people 
in this kingdom, that whatever commodities or pro- 
duction* lie under the greatest difcouragements from 
England, thofeare what they are Cure to be moft 
induftrious in cultivating and fpreading. Agriculture, 
which hath been the principal care of all wjfe nations* 
Vol. III. A for 

9 TJfcc* Dr Swift's arrival in Ireland, that fj>irit which had 
been raifed agaiaft him by the Whigs in England, infatuated like- 
wife the whale populace of Dublin,. infbmuch that when he walk- 
ed thro' the town, he was frequently pointed at and abufed bf 
feveral of the meaner fhopkeepers, mechanics', and other bafe fel- 
lows without name or occupation. Thefe* abominable wretches, 
like their* brethren the yahoos, would often fcrape the kennels 
with their nafty claws, to throw dirt and filth at him as he palled 
thro' the city ; all which he bore for two or three years, until 
the brutes became tired of their fcurrility, not Co much with a re- 
figned philofbphical patience, as indeed with that fuperior con- 
tempt for all unworthy demeanor, which is only to be o nceived 
by the mofl improved and exalted minds. But theie animofities 
having (ubfided for two or three years, inftead of rejoicing over 
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2 A PROPOSAL for the USE 

for the. encouragement whereof there are fo many ftatute- 
lavvs in England, we countenance fo well, that the land- 
lords are every where by penal daufes absolutely prohibit- 
ing 

the mUeries of that people which had without caufe born a tyran- 
nous hate again ft him, he began to look down with pity on their 
diftrefied condition : he regreted the calamities of his country, 
and the abfurdityof their politics; he deplored their want of com- 
merce, and lamented all their grievances. At lad in 1710 he re- 
fblvtd, as far as lay in his power,, to corre& the errors and the 
blunders of his deluded countrymen ; and with that view he writ 
ihort and lively propofals for the uttiverfal ufe -of Irijb mamtfa- 
Bure, &c ; on account of which a prosecution was &t on foot a- 
gainfl Waters die printer of that pamphlet, which was carried on 
with ib much violence, that one William Wbitfhed, then Chief. 
Juftke, thought proper, in a manner the moft extraordinary, to 
keep the jury eleven hours, and to fend them back nine times out 
of court, until he had wearied them into a fpecial verdict. But 
Whitihed, a man of low birth and narrow education, whole 
whole pittance of learning was confined within the magic circle of 
the laws, the doctrine of precedents, and practice of the courts, 
was by no means aware by what unmerciful ftrokes a patriot and 
genius like Dr Swift could avenge upon him the caufe both of him - 
felf and country. Whitihed, armed with power, and fore to be 
fiipported, in the virulent days of party, again ft all thole 
which adhered to their Tory principles, firft gave the alarm to 
battle by an attack upon Waters the printer. Swift, armed 
with genius, and fired with a zeal for liberty and public mtereft, 
flew directly to the charge. But finding he had to deal with an 
ad verlary unequal to the -combat, he contented himielf for the 
'pre lent with giving him three or four lalhes, and making htm 
thoroughly contemptible in the, eyes of the world. But loon after 
Swift had further occafion for exerting all his powers agalnft the 
unfortunate Whitihed. . Swift. 

This treadle fpread" very faft, upon which a perfoh in great 
office fent in hafte for the Chief Jufticc (Whitihed), and informed 
him of a feditious, factious and virulent pamphlet lately publifhed, 
with a defign of fetting the two kingdoms at variance, directing 
at the fame time, that the printer Ihould be prosecuted with the 
utmoft rigour. — The Chief Juftke had Co quick an undemanding, 

that he refolved if poflible to out do his .orders. ^The printer 

was feizeJ, and forced to give great bail : — the jury brought him . 
in not guilty, altW they had been culled with the utmoft induftry : 
the Chief Juftke lent them back nine times, and kept them eleven 
hours, until being tired out they were forced to leave the matter 
to the mercy of the judge by what they call a fpecial verdiB. Du- 
ring the trial the Chief Jujlice among other Angularities laid 
his hand on his bread, and protefted fblemnly, that the author's 
defign was* to bring in the pretender : , but the cauic being fo very 

odious 
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of IRISH MANUFACTURE. j 

ing their tenants from'ploughing*, not {atisHed to confine 
them within certain limitations, as is the practice of the 
Englifh : one effeft of which is already feen in the pro- 
digious dearaefs of corn, and the importation of it from 
London, as the cheaper market. And becaufe people 
are the riches of a country , and that our neighbours have 
done, and are doing, all that in them lies to make our 
wool a drug to us, and a monopoly to them ; therefore 
the politic gentlemen of Ireland have depopulated vaft 
tracts of the beft land, for the feeding of fheep. 

I could fill a volume, as large as the hifttry of the wifi 
men of Gotham, with a catalogue only of fome wonderful 
laws and cuftoms we have obferved within thirty yearn 
paft. It is true indeed, our beneficial traffic of wool with 
Prance hath been our only fupport for feveral years paft; 
furnifhing us with all the little money we have to pay 
our rents, and go to market. But our merchants afore 
me, " this trade hath received a great damp by the pre- 
" fent fluctuating condition of the coin in France : that 

A z " moft 



•dioos and unpopular, the trial of the verdtc"r was deferred from 
one term to another, until upon (the D. of G — ft-n) the' Lord 
Lieutenant's arrival, bis Grace, after mature advice arid pcrmiffion 
from England, was pleated to grant a noli pro/eg us. See Swift's 
letter to Pope, pf Jan. 10. 172 x, vol. 8. Hawkef. 

This piece firft turned the tide of popularity in the author's 
favour. 

When the author had finiflied. Gulliver's travels, he round an> 
opening to indulge his love of politics, and to commence a patriot 
for Ireland : and he made ufe of the opportunity* by increasing 
the natural jealoufy which the lefler ifland conftantly entertains 
of the greater. His treatife, or propofal, immediately raifed st 
rery violent flame. The* printer was profecuted: and the pro* 
Jecmion had the fame effect, which generally attends thofe kind 
ef measures ; it added fewel to the flame. But his greatest ene- 
mies mud confe(v that the pamphlet is, written in the ftyle of a 
man who had the good of his country neareft his heart ; who 
few hex errors, and wi&ed to correct them; who felt her op- 
preflions, and wifhed to relieve them ^ and who had a defire to> 
route and awaken an indolent nation from a lethargic dilpofition,. 

that might prove fatal to her conftitution. Orrery, See An 

excellent nevt Jong on a feditious pamphlet, vol. 6". 

* It was the practice of Iri(h farmers to wear out their ground 
with %loughing> neither manuring nor. Letting k lie fallow; and when* 

their 
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# 

«' moft of their wine is paid for in fpecie, without carry* 
«* ing thither any commodity from hence/' 

Howbvbh, fince we are ib oniverially bent upon en- 
ring oor flocks, ' it may be worth inquiring, what we 
fl do with our wool, in cafe Bamftable * mould be 
overftocked, and our French commerce mould fail t 
' I could wiih the parliament had thought fk to -have fuf- 
pended their regulation of church matters, and enlarge- 
ments of the prerogative, until a more convenient time, 
becaufe they did not appear very preiing, at kaft to the 
pedbns principally concerned ; and, tnAead of thefe great 
refinements in pohtici and divinity, had anmftd thetnJelves 
*nd their committees a little with the/*// of the matte*. 
For example: what if the Houfe of Common* had thought 
At to make a refolution, nemne centradkente, againit wear- 
ing any doth or ftuff in their families, which were not 
•f the growth and maoufa&ure of this kingdom ? What 
if they had extended it fo far as utterly to exclude ail 
£lks, velvets, caHkoes, and the whole lexicon of female 
fopperies ; and declared, that whoever a&ed otherwife, 
fiiould be deemed and reputed an enemy to the nation? What 
if they had fent up fuch a refolution to be agreed to by 
the .Houfe of Lords : and by their own pra&toe and en* 
couragement fpread the execution of k m their fevcraf 
counties ? What if we ihould agree to make burying 
in woollen a /a/hion, as our neighbours have made it a 
law ? What if the ladies would be content with Inflt 
fluffs for the furniture of tljeir houies, for gowns and 
petticoats for themfeives and their daughters ? Upon the 
whole, and to crown all the reft, let a firm refolution be 
taken by male and femalt -never to appear with one fingle 
fired* that comes from England ; and Jet all the people 
fay, Amen. 

I hope, and believe, nothing could pleaie his Majefty 
better than to hear, that his loyal fubjefts of both fexea 

in 



their leafes were near expired, ihey sloughed even the me*dow$ L 
sod made iuch havock, that the landlords by their zeal to prevent 
it were betrayed into this pernicious meafure. ho-wtef. . ' • 
* A Tea port in DevonJfcire, at that time the principal uiarfcet 
in England for Iri(b wool. tfovkef. 
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in this kingdom * celebrated his birth-day (now ap- 
proaching) uni<verfally clad in their own manufacture. Is 
there virtue enough left in this deluded people to fave • 
them from the brink of rain ? if the mens opinions may 
be taken * the ladies will look as handfbme in fluffs as 
in brocades ; and, fince all will be equal, there may be - 
room enough to employ their wit and fancy in chufing 
and matching patterns and colours I heard the late 
Archbiihop of Tuam mention a plea fan* observation of 
fame body's ; **• that Ireland would never, be happy un- 
u til a law were made for burning every thing that came- 
** from England, except their 'people and their coals.'* 
I muft confeis, that as to the former, I fhould not be 
forry if they would ftay at home ; and for the latter, t 
hope, in a* little time we fhall have no occafion for them* 

Non tanti tnitra eft % turn t,antijudids oft rum ; 

but I fhould rejoice to fee a ftay~lact from England, be- 
thought fcandalous, and become* a. topic for ctnjureiX 
<vifets and tear tab us. 

If the unthinking fh op- keepers- in, this* town had not. 
been utterly deflitote of common, fcnie, they would have 
made fome propofal to the parliament , wfchsa petition to 
the purpofe 1 have mentioned ;• promifing to improve 
die 4I cloths and ftufts of the nation into all poffible de- 
•* grees of Enenefs and colours, and engaging not to> 
•* play the knave, according to their cuftom^ by exaft- 
** ing and irapofmg upon^the nobility and gentry, either 
** as to the prices or the goodnefe .'* Fdr I remember, 
in London, upon a general mourning, the rajcally mercers 
and <woollen drapers would in four and twenty hours raife 
their cloths and //fa to above a dou&le price % and, if the 
mourning continued long, then cone whining with 
petitions to the court, . that they nitre ready fo Jiar*ve^ and 
their fineries lay upon their hands, 

I could wifh our fhop-keepers would immediately 
think on this propofai, addrefling k to all per fens of qua- 

£ 3 iity. 

* Her Grace the Bachefs ©f Dorfetj- the Lowl Lieutenant's. 
Lady, is f4d Co fcvre appeared at the ca/tk in Dublin. <vhoily 
«Ud ift the naoafattof «- of Ireland otx hi* Mojefty >, histk-duft 
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lity and others ; but firft be fare to get fbme body wha 
can write fenfe to put it into form. 

I think it neediefs to exhort the clergy to follow this 
good example ; becaufe " in a little time thofe among 
•' them, who are fo unfortunate to have had their birth 
" and education in this country; will think themfelves a- 
•' bundantly happy, when they can afford lrijb crape 
** and an Athlone hat ;" and as to the others, 1 Jhall not 
prefume to diredl them. I have indeed feen the prefent 
Archbifhop of Dublin * clad from head to foot in out 
own manufacture ; and yet, under the rofe be it fpoken, 
" his Grace deferveth as good a gown, as if he had not 
" been born among us." 

I have not courage enough to offer one fy liable on this 
fubjeft to their honour i of the army : neither have 1 fufR- 
ciently considered the great importance of/carlet and 
gold lace. 

The fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas is to this 
purpofe. The goddefc had heard of .one Arachne a 
young virgin very famous for /pinning and «ara- 
*ving : they both met upon a trial of fkill ; and P alias 
finding herfelf ahnoft equalled in- her own art* flung with 
rage and envy, knocked her rival down, and turned her 
into a fpider ; enjoining her to ffin and <wea*ve for ever 
out of her own bowels, ■ and in a very narrow compa/s, I 
confefs, that from a boy I always pitied poor Arachne, 
and could never heartily love the goddefi, on account 
of fo cruel \and unjujt a Jen fence; which however is julty 
executed upon us by England, with further additions of 
ngour and /everitt ; for the greateft part of our bowel* 
and vitals is extracted, without allowing us f the liberty 
of fanning and weaving them. 

The Scripture tells us, that oppvejjion maketh a <uiji 
man mad : therefore, consequently fpeaking, the reafoa 
why fome men-are not mad, is becaufe they are not <wife : 

however, 

• DrKing. 

f In the Spring 175-3 the parliament of England" pa fle J an alt 
for permitting the exportation of wool, and woollen or bay yarn,, 
from any port m Ireland to any port in England ; which was 
before prohibited. And 

In the Winter 175-3, the frith parliament prohibited the im- 
portation of gold and: (tfver hec, except of tbt monufatlure of 
.England. Hcewkif, 
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however, it were to be wiihed, that opprrjjion would h> 
time teach a little wi/dom to fools. 

I was much delighted with a perfon, who hath a great 
eftate in this kingdom, upon his complaints to me, " how 
" grievoufly poor England fufFers by impositions from Ire- 
** land : that we convey our own wool to France in fpitr 
•' of all the harpies at the cuftom-houfe : that Mr. Shut- 
" tleworth, and others on the Chefhire coafts, are fuch 
** fools to fell us their bark at a good price for tanning 
" our own bide* into leather : WJth other enormities of 
" the like weight and kind," To which I will venture 
to add more: " that the mayoralty of this city is always 
" executed by an inhabitant, and often- by a native, which 
mi^ht as well be done by a deputy with a moderate 
falary, whereby poor England lofeth at leaft one thou- 
fand pounds a year upon the balance : that the govern* 
M ing of this kingdom cofts the Lord Lieutenant three 
" thousand fix hundred pounds a year ; (b much net lofe 
•* to poor England : that the people of Ireland prefurae 
" to- dig for coata in their own grounds ; ' and die farmer* 
•* in the county of Wicklow fend their turf to the very, 
° market of Dublin, to the great discouragement of the 
•' coal- trade of Moftyn * and Whitehaven : that the re- 
M venues of the. pofl -office here, fo righteoufly belonging, 
•* to the English treafury, as arifing chiefly from our own. 
M commerce with each other, mould be remitted to Lon- 
M don clogged with that grievous burthen of exchange * 
" and the penfions paid out of the Irifn revenues to En- 
** gli/h favourites ihould lie under the fame disadvantage,. 
M to the great- lofc of the grantees* When a divine is* 
M fent over to a, bzfboprU here with the hopes of five and 
" twenty hundred pounds a year \ and upon his arrival 
«* he nods,, ala*! a dreadful discount of ten or twelve 
** per cent: a judge, or a commijjioner of the revenue has 
" the fame caufe of complaint. Lvfily, The ballad up* 
•• on Cotter is veheraendy fofpe&ed to be Irifh manufa- 
" clure; and yet is allowed to be fung in our open Greets, 
" under the very nojk of* the government." 

Tubse are a few, among the many hardships we put 
upon that poor kingdom of England ; for which, I am . 
confident, every bonefi man wifheth a remedy ; and I hear, 

there 
* Moftyn in FEntfiurc, aad Whitehaven in Cumberland. 
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there is a projecl <nr foot for transporting oar beft wh eaten 
fir aw by Tea and land carriage to D unliable ; and obliging 
us by a law to take off yearly fo many tun of ftraw buts 
for the die of our women ; which will be a great encou- 
ragement to the manufacture of that induftrious town. 

I would be glad to learn among the divines, whether a. 
law to bind men without their own confent be obligatory in 
Joro confcuntu? ; becaufe I find Scripture, Sanderfon, and 
Suarex are wholly filent on the matter. The oracle of 
reafon, the great law of nature, and general opinion of 
civilians, wherever they treat of limited governments, are 
indeed decifive enough. 

It is wonderful to obferre the biafs among our peo* 
pie in favour of things, perfons, and wares of all kinds, 
that come from England. The* printer tells 'his hawkers,' 
that he has got- an excellent new, Jong juft brought from Lon- 
don. 1 have fomewhat of a tendency that way myfelf;' 
.and upon hearing a cox-comb from thence displaying him- 
felf with great volubility upon the park, the play-houfe,. 
the opera t the gaming ordinaries, it was apt to beget in me 
a kind of veneration for his parts and accomphihments*. 
It is not many years fince I remember a perfon, who by 
Mis ftyle and literature feems to have bees the correclor 
of a hedge- preis in fome blind-alley* about Little-Britain;', 
proceed gradually to bet an author, at leaft a * tranflator 
ef a lower rate, altho' fomewhat of a larger bulk, than 
any that now flourijhes in Grub-ftreet ; and upon die 
ftrength of this foundation, come over here x ere& himfelf 
up into an orator and politician, and lead a kingdom after 
him. This, I am told, was the very motive, that pre-' 
vailed on the f author of a play called love in a hollows' 
tree, to do us the honour of ayiftt ; presuming,, with very 4 

food reaibnj that he wm a write*- of a frperhr clafs. i* 
now another, who fb» thirty ^years paft hath been the; 
common fiandard of Jhtpidity in England, where - he wa$> 
never heard a minute in any ajfembly^ or by any party J. 
with common thrijfian treatment $ yet upon, his arrival 
hither could put on a. face of importance and. authority,'. 
talk more than fix, without either graceful/? e/s, propriety* 

* Supposed to be C*iar*s Commentaries, dedicated to the Dufcr 
«F Marfcorough, by Col- Biadciu _. 
f Lord Grimfttitu 
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or moaning ; and at the fame time be admired and fol- 
lowed as the pattern of eloquence and nvifdom. 

Nothing hath humbled me fo much, or (hewn a 
greater disposition to a contemptuous treatment of Ireland 
in fane chief governors, than that high ffcylc of feveral 
speeches from the throne, delivered as ufual after the royal 
affent, mfome periods of the two laft reigns. Such exag- 
gerations of die prodigious eondefcenfiom in the prince to 
paf$ thofe good laws, would have but an odd (bund at 
Weftminfter : neither do I apprehend, how my good larw 
can pals, wherein the king* intereft is not as much con- 
cerned as that of the people. I remember, after a rpeech 
on the like occasion deliv er ed by my Lord * Wharton 
(I think it was his laft) he defired Mr Addifon * to aft 
<■* my opinion on it:" my anlwer was, * that his Excel- 
*» cellency had very honeitiy forfeited his head on account 
m of one paragraph ; wherein he aflferted, by plain con* 
"ftqoence, a d^enfing power in the Queen." Hia 
Lord (hip owned it <was true, but /were the words noert 
put into his mouth *by direct orders from court. Frorti 
whence it is clear, that feme mimfhrs in thofe times were 
apt, from their high elevation, to look down npon this 
kingdom, as if k had been one of their colonies of out- 
t*fis in America* And I observed a Htde of the feme 
tarn of fpfrit in fime great men, from v0hom 1 .expected 
better ; aJtho*, to do ffcem juftice, it proved no point of 
dificulty to make them eorrecJ their idea, whereof the 
wchoh nation quickly found the benefit.*— Bat that is. 
forgotten* How the ftyle hath fince ran, I am wholly 
a ftranger ; having never ieen a fpeech fince the laft of 
the Queen. 

I would now expofrukte a litrie with otrr conntry land*, 
lord6 ; who, by unmeafurable^r*tw*£ and racking theff- 
tenants all over the kingdom, have already reduced the 
miserable people to a. worfe condition than the pea/ants m 
France, or the vajfalj in Germany and Poland ; fo that 
the whole /pedes of what we call fubfl ant ibl farmers, 
will in a very few years be utterly at an end. ft* wai 
pleafant to obferye thele gentlemen, labouring with aril 
their might for preventing the. kijhops from letting their 

cevetuMA 

* Lord Lieutenant. ' ■ . .1 
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revenues at a moderate half value (whereby * the whole 
order would in an age have been reduced to manifeft 
beggary) at the very inftant, when they were every where 
canting f their own land upon fhort leafes, and facrincing 
their oldefi tenants for a penny an acre advance, 1 know 
not how it comes to pafs (and yet perhaps I know well 
enough) that Jlaves have a natural difpofition to be ty- 
rants, and that when my betters give me a kick, I am 
apt to revenge it with fix upon my footman; altho' per- 
haps he may be an honed and diligent fellow. I have 
heard great divines affirm, that " nothing is (6 likely to 
" call down an univerfal judgment from heaven upon a 
" nation, as univerfal opprefljonj" and whether this be 
not already verified in part, their *worjhips the landlords 
.are now at full leifure to confide*. Whoever travels this 
country, and obferves the face of nature,, or the faces 
and habits and dwellings of the natives, will hardly think 
himfelf in a land, where law, religion y or common buma* 
nity is prpfefled. 

. I cannot forbear faying one word upon a thing they 
call a bank, which I hear is projecting in this town J. I 
never faw the profofa/s, nor underftand any one partiaif- 
lar of their fcheme ; what I wifh for at prefent is only 
a fufficjent provifion of hmp r and caps, and bells, to difr 
tribute according to the feveral degrees of honefty and 
prudence in fome perfons- I hear only of a monftrous fum> 
already named j and, if others do not foon hear of it 
too, and hear with a vengeance, then am I a gentleman 
of lefs fagacity than myfelf,. and a very few kefides take 
me to be. And the jeft will be (till the better, if it be 
true, as judicious perfons have affured me, that one half 
is altogether imaginary. The matter will be like wife 
much mended, if the merchants continue to carry off 
our gold, and our goldfmiths to meltdown our heavy 
filven 

A 

* Whereby, that is, by preventing the biftops revenues from 
being let at half value. See this pofition explained and proved 7 
ia the, tract caHed arguments againfl enlarging tie power of bijkops^ 
in this volume. Hawkef. 

f Canting their land is letting it to the higheft bidder.— Cant 
fignifies the fame as auction. Hawkef. 

| This project for a bank in Ireland was fbon afterwards- 
brought into parliament,, aod rejected. Hawkef. 



A LETTER to the Shopkeepers, Trade/* 
men , Farmer s^ and Common People of Ire- 
land, concerning the Brass half- 
pence coined by one Will i am Wood, 
Hard-ware-man, with a defign to have 
them pafs in this kingdom. 

Wherein is (hewn the power of his patent, the value 
of his half-pence^ and how far every perfon may 
be obliged to take the fame in payments, and how 
to behave himfelf, in cafe fuch an attempt fhould 
be made by Wood, or any other perfon. 

(Very proper to be kept in every fantily.) 

ByM.B. D RAPIER.* 

Written in the year 1724. 



* Dr Swift having retired from the political w«rld, and amu- 
(ed himfelf for three or four years with poetry, conversation, and 
trifles, (which is perhaps the fine ft teft of a thorough con fum mate 
genius, that is above all particular fyftems and hypocritical pre* 
tences to phiiofbphy), being alarmed in 1 7x4 with frefh matter 
of indignation to re fume his pen, boldly with flood the whole 
force of an infamous projector; encouraged and Supported in his 
villany by thole who were underftood to be the chief directors m 
all public affairs. The project of this impudent fellow was, by 
virtue of a patent which he had fraudulently obtained by the in- 
tercft of the then favourite Chryfeis, to coin half- pence for Ire- 
land at about eleven parts in twelve under the real value, and force 
their currency in that kingdom ; which, notwithftanding his pa- 
tent, fuppofing that he had made hjs half- pence ever fo good, no 
man living was obliged, or, by virtue of the prerogative of the 
crown, could be obliged to receive in any payment whatever ; 
nothing being in truth the current coin of England or Ireland, 
beiidc gold and filver of the right fterling and (tandard ; the bafer 
metals being only accepted for the conveniency of change, which 
every man that pleafes may reject whenever he thinks proper, 
without being afraid to incur any penalty from the law. This 
whole matter the Doctor laid open in a fliort trcatife, the Drapier's 

firA letter. Swift. • 

[About 



[About the year in*, when Charles Duke oF Grafton was 
Lord Lieutenant of* Ireland, one" "William 'Wood, an hard- ware- 
man and banlLrupt, alledging the great want of copper money 
in that kingdom, procured a patent for coining 108,000 1, to 
p#& there a& oarrent money. The Dean believing this meafure 
to be a vile job from the beginning to the end, and that the 
chief procurers of the patent were to be mams m the psofits 
which would arife from, the ruin el* a kingdom* aflumed the cha- 
racter of a Draper, which for fome rcalon he chofe to write 
Drapier, and in the foflowing letters warned the people not to 
receive the coin which was then font over.] 

The judicious reader cannot but obierve» that in this letter 
the author hath adapted his ftyle, his phrafes, his humour and his 
addrefs in a very wonderful manner to the tafte and apprehenfion 
of the populace. Neither indeed is the tide-page wholly void of 
that captivating lactone which* is admired by the common people; 
for it concludes tike that of the whole duty of man, very proper 
to be kept In ever/ family. 



LETTER t 

To the Tradefmen, Shopkeepers, Farmers, 
and Country- people in general of the 
kingdom of Ireland. 

Brethren, Friends, Country- men, and Fell<yw-fubjeffs $ ' 

* 

tT7 HAT I intend now to &y to you, is, next to 
VV yovr doty tx> God and the care of your falvation, 
of the greateft concern to yourfelves and your children ; 
yOur Bread Midi clothing, and every common neceflary of 
life entirely depend upon it. Therefore I do moft 
earnestly exhort you, as men, as cbriftiam, 2&farents % 
and as lowers of your cpuntry, to read thss paper with the 
utmoft attention, or get it read to you by others ; which, 
that you may do at the feis expence, I have ordered the 
printer to fell it at the loweft rate. 

It is a great fault among you, that, when a perfon 
writes with no other intention than to do you goad, you 
ivill not he at the pains to read his advUes, One copy 
of this paper mayferve a dozen of you, which wifl be lefs 

than 
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than a farthing a-piece* It is your folly, that you have 
no common or general intereftin your view, not even the 
wifeft among you j neither do you know, or inquire, or 
tare, who are your friends, or who are your enemies. 

About four years ago a little book was written to ad- 
vile- all people to wear tne manufactures of this our own dear 
^country. It had no other defign, faid nothing again (I 
the King or parliament > or any perfon whatfoever ; yet 
the poor printer was profecuted two years with the ut- 
xnoft violence, and even fome weavers themselves (for 
whofe fake it was written) being upon the JURY, found 
him guilty. This would be enough to difcourage any 
inan from endeavouring to do you good, when you will 
cither neglect him, or fly in his face for his pains ; and 

Vot. HI. B whea 

* A propofal for the ale of Irifli manufactures. 

The firftftVe of the Drapier/s letters were publifhed in pam-* 
tahleti a* different titties. The fixth and feventh were firft pnb- 
liihcd in \yi f » in the 4th volume of the Dublin edition or Dt 
Swift's works. 

The fixth and feventh of the Prapier's letters were procured 
from a friend of the author's in the original manufcrtpt, as wc 
are adored, and have good reafon to believe : thofe who are bet- 
ter judges, will (eon determine whether they are genuine or not* 
It if the opHitea of Several wife men, that the Drapier*s tetters; 
and the ' other writings' relating to our poor country [Ireland] 
may be very ufeful to pofterity, by warning them for the future 
to oppofe the fame, or the like evil defigns, however plaufible 
they may at firft appear to unthinking people ; or however art- 
talhr they may be represented (like this dcftrucUve project of 
William Wood) by thofe who were to divide the fpoil with that 
impoftor ; or, ladly, by proftitute flatterers, who are furc t* 
find their private account in the ruin of the kingdom ; which ruin 
would have certainly followed, if the author, whoever he wa% 
had not publUhed his letters in the moft proper juncture, and fit- 
ted to all forts of readers \ whereby in two or three months he 
turned the whole nation, afmoft to a man, againft that iniquitous 
fcheme.— The letter to the Lord Chancellor Middteton is written 
with much caution, becaufe the author confefles himfclf to be 
Dean of St Patrick's; and I could difcover his name fubferibed at 
the end of the original, ahho' blotted out by (bme other hand. I 
can give no other reafon why it was not printed, than what I 
have heard ; that the writer finding how effectually the D rapier 
had Succeeded,- and at the fame time how highly the people in 
power feemed to be difpleaicd,thought it more prudent to kefep the 

paper 
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wheb he muft expe£t only danger to him/elf and to be 
fined and imprifoned, perhaps to his ruin. 

However, I cannot but warn you once more of the 
manifeft deftru&ion before your eyes, if you do not be* 
have yourfelves as you ought. 

I will therefore firft tell you the plain fory of the fad \ 
and then I will lay before you how you ought to aft, in 
common prudence, according to the laws of your country* 

The faft is this : it having been many years fince cop- 
per h^lf- pence or farthings were laft coined in this 
kingdom, they have been for fome time very fcarce, and 
many counterfeits patted about under the name of taps ; 
feveral applications were made to England, that we 
might have liberty to coin new ones, *as in former times 
v/e did ; but they aid not fucceed. At laft one Mr Wood, 
a mean ordinary man, a bard-ware-dealer, procured a pa- 
tent under his Majefifs broad Jeal to coin ,108,000/. in 
topper for this kingdom ; which patent, however, did not 
oblige any one here to take them, unlets they pleafed. 
Now you muft know* that the halfpence and farthings 
in England pafs for very little more than they are worth: 
and, xf you fhould beat them to pieces, and fell them 
to the Brazier, you would not lofe much above a penny 
!n a (hilling. But Mr Wood made his halfpence or fuch 
hafe metal, and fo much fmaller than the Englifhones, 
jthat the braxier would hardly give you above a penny of 
good money for a Jhilling of his; (b that this film of 

" ' }oS 9 6ooL 

paper in his cabinet. — There is but a fmall part of the addrefs 
to both houfes of parliament that relateth to Wood and his 
coin. The reft contains feveral propofals for the improvement 
of Ireland, the many difcouragements it lies under, and what are 
the bed remedies againft them.— By many paftages in the other 
letters, but particularly in the addrefs, concerning the great drain 
of money from Ireland, by abfentecs, importation of foreign 
goods, balance of trade, and the like, it appears that the author 
Had taken much pains, and been well informed in the bufmefs of 
computing; ail -his reasonings upon that fobjeel, altho' he docs 
•not defcend to particular fhms, agreeing generally with the ac- 
counts given by others, who have fince made that inquiry their 
particular ftudy. And it is ©bfcrvable, that in the addrefs, as well 
as in one of the other letters, he hath fpedfied feveral important 
•articles, that have not been -taken notice of by others who came 
«ftcAinii' Dub, edit. 
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lo£,ooo/. in good gold and iilver muft Be given for 
trajk, that will not be worth above eight or nine thou/ana* 
pounds real value. But this is not the word ; for Mr 
Wood, when he pleafes, may by Health fend over anor 
ther ia8,OOo/. and buy nil our goods for eleven farts irk 
twelve under the value. For example, if a hatter fells a 
dozen of tats for five /billings a- piece, which amounts to> 
tbtee pound*, andt receives the payment in Wood'fc coin* 
he really receives only the value of five fallings r 

Perhaps you will wonder how fiich an ordinary fellowi 
as this Mr Wood, could have fo much ihterefl: as to get 
his majesty's broad feat, for fo great a fum of bad mo- 
ney to be feut to this poor country ; and that all the no- 
bility and gentry here could not obtain the fame favour, 
and let us make, our own half -pence, 4| we ufed to do* 
Now I will' make that matter" very, plain : we are at a 
great diftance from the King's court ', and 4 have no -body 
there to folicit for us, aftho* a great number of lords ana 
fquiresy whofe eftates are here, and are our countrymen, 
fpend all their lives and fortunes there : but this fame Mi 
Wood was able to attend canftantly for his own intereft ;. 
he is an Englishman, and had great friends, and it feems 
knew very well where to give money to thofe, that would 
fpeak to- others, that could fpeak to the King, and would 
tell a fair ftbry. And 1 his Majffiy, and perhaps the great 
Lord, or Lords who advffed hinr, might think it was for 
our country's . gffod ; and fa, as the lawyers exprefs it, the 
King was deceived in his grant, wftich often happens in 
all reigns. And I am fure, ifjis Majejly knew that fuch a 
patent, if it ffcoiild* take effeft according to the defire of 
Mr Wood, would* utterly ruin this kingdom, which hatK 
given fuch great proofs of its loyalty, he would immedi- 
ately recar* it, and perhaps mew. his difpleafure to jome 
body or vther : But a word to the wife is enough. Mod of you 
muft have heard with what anger our honourable hou/e of 
Commons received*an accou nt of thi s Wood's* patent. Th ere 
were (fcveral fine fpeeches made upon it, and plain proofs* 
that it* was all a wicked "cheat from tile-bottom to the top ^ 
and feveral /mart votes were printed, which that fame- 
Wood had the aflorance to. anfwer lilcewife in print, and 
in fo confident a way, as if He were abetter man than 
outwbole parliament put together. 
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This Wood, as foon as his patent was pa/fed, or foon 
after, fends over a great many barrels of tbofe half-fence 
to Cork, and other (ea-port to*wns % and to get them off 
offered an hundred founds in his coin for feventy or */g£(f 
infilver: but the collettors of the King's cufloms very 
honeftly refufed to take them, and fo did almoft every 
body elfe. And fince the parliament bath condemned, 
them, and defired the King that they might be flopped* 
all the kingdom do abominate them.. , 

But Wood is (till working under- hand to force his half, 
fence upon us ; and if he can, by the help of his friends, 
in England, prevail fo far as to get an order, that tltct 
eommiffioners and collectors of the King's money fhaU re-" 
ceive them, and that the army is to be paid with them*, 
then he thinks bis w <wor& (hall be dene. And this is the 
difficulty you will be under ia fuch a cafe ; for the com- 
mon foldier, when he goes to the market > or ati-houfg* 
will offer this money ; and, if it be refufed, perhaps hat 
will fwagger and bettor % and threaten to beat the butcher % 
or ale-<wife, or take the goods by force, and throw themv 
the bad halfpence. In this, and the like cafes, ihtjbop- 
ieeper t or njielualler > or any other tradefman, has nq 
more to do, than to demand ten times the price of hi* 
goods, if it is to be paid in Wood's money ; for ex* 
ample, twenty pence of that money .for a quart ofate n 
and fb in all things elfe, and not part with his goods tilt 
he gets the money. 

For fuppofe you go to ah ak-tioufe with that bafe mo* 
ney, and the landlord gives you a quart for four of thofe 
half-pence t what mull the vittualfer do I his brewer will 
not be paid in that coin, or if the brewer fhpukt be fuchv 
i fool, the farmers will not take it from them for their f: 
here, becaufe they are bound, by their leafes, to pay 
their rents in good and lawful money of England 9 whicr\ 
this is not, nor of Ireland neither, and the 'Squire, thei^ 
landlord, will never be fo bewitched to take fuch trajh 
for his land ; fo that it mud certainly flop fomewhere or 
other, and wherever it Hops* .it is the fame thing, and we 
are all undone. 

The common weight of thefe halfpence is between, 
four and five to an ounce ; fuppofe five, then three fhil- 

ling* 

\ A for* of barky ia Ireland* 
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lings and four-pence will weigh a pound, and conse- 
quently twenty Shillings will weigh fix pounds hutttr 
weight. Now there are many hundred farmers, who pajr 
two hundred pounds a year rent j therefore when one 
of thefe farmers comes wkh his half year's rear, which 
is one hundred pounds, it will be at leaft fix hundred 
pound weight, which is three horfes load. 

If a '/quire has a mind to come to town to bay cloaths, . 
and wine, and fpices for himfelf and family, or perhaps 
to pais the winter here, he muft bring wkh him hVe or fix 
horfes loadea with facts, as the farmers bring their corn ; • 
and, when his lady comes in her coach to our (hops, it 
muft be followed by a car loaded with Mr Wood's mo- 
ney. And 1 hope we ihall have the grace to take it for- 
so more than it is worth* 

They fay 'Squire Conolly f hath fatten thou&nd 
pounds a year j now if he fends for his rent to town, as 
it is likely he doth, he muft have two hundred and fifty 
horfes to bring up his half-year's rent, and two or three - 
great cellars in his houfe for ftowage. But what the 
tankers will do, I cannot tell : for I am allured, that fome 
great bankers keep by them forty thoufand pounds in 
ready cafh to anfwer all payments : which fum, in. Mr 
Wood's money, would require twelve hundred horfes to 
carry it. 

Fob. my own part, I am already refblved what to do : 
I have a pretty good (hop of lrifti fluffs ond/iiks, and in- 
ftead of taking Mr Wood's bad copper, 1 intend tr> truck, 
with my neighbours the butchers and bakers and brewers, 
and the reft, goods for goods ; snd the little gold and//W 
I have, I will keep by me, like my heart's blood, till 
better times, or until I am jufl ready to ftarve, and then 
I will buy Mr Wood's money, as my father did the 
brafs money in King James's time, who coold buy tea 
pounds of it with a guinea ; and I hope -to get as much 
for a pifiole,. and fo purchafe bread from thole, who will 
be fuch fools as to fell k me. 

The sb half-pence, if they once pais, will fbon be coun- 
terfeited, becaufe it may be cheaply done, the J/uff is fo 
haft. The Dutch likewife will probably do the fame 
thiftg, and fend them over to us to pay for our goods ; 

B 3 and 

| Their Speaker of th« houfe of Commons. 
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and Mr Wood will never be at reft, but coin on; fo that 
in feme years we mall have ae lead five times it>8-,ooo/» 
of this lumber \ Now the current money of this kingdom 
is not reckoned to be above four hundred thou fan d 
pounds m aH ; and while there is a jt her fix-pence leftv 
thefe bkodfuckers wHl never be quiet. 

When once- the kingdom h reduced to foch a conditio 
en, I wiH tell yon what muft be the end i the gent leme n 
ifeflates will all turn off their tenant*, for want of pay* 
merits, becaofe,'as I told you before, the tenants are 
obliged by their Ieafes to pay fterling, which is lawful cur- 
nent money of England: then they witr torn their own 
farmers, as too many of them do already; ran all into 
Jkeep, where they can, keeping only fuch other cattle as 
arc neceflary : then they will be their own merchantr, 
and fend their wool, and Buttery, am! bides, and linen be- 
yond fea for ready money, and mine, *nd- fpicet, and" 
flks. They will keep only a few miferable cottages: the 
farmers muft rob, or beg, or leave their country ; the 
foopkeepers m this £nd every other town* muft break and 
fiar<ve ; for fc is the /* »dW man that maintains the w*r- 

- <•£*»/, snA Jbof keeper, and handicraftsman. 

But when foe f quire turns farmer and merchant him* 

, felf r all the good money he gets from abroad, he wilt 
hoard up to fend for England, and keep fome poor tayler 
or 'weaver and the like in his own houfe, who will be* 

% gkd to get bread at any rate. 

I fhould never have done, if I were to tell you all the 
miferies that we mall undergo, if we be fo fooliih and 
nvicked as to take this eurfed corn. It would be very hard, 
if all Ireland mould be put into onefcale r and this forry 
fellow Wood into the other? that Mr Wood ftiould 
weigh down this whole kingdom, by which England gets 
above a million of good money every year clear into 
their pockets : and that is more than, the EngRihdo by all 
the world be fides* 

But your great comfort is, that as his Majefty'fe patent 
doth not oblfge you to take this money, fo the laws have 
not given the crcwn a power of forcing the /ubje£t to take 
*hat money the King pleafes; for then, by the fame rea*» 
ion, we might be boond to take pebble-Jlones y or cockle^ 

JtelL* 
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Jhelh, or fiamped leather ■, for current coin, if ever we 
ftould happen to live under an ill pr/w<r*, who might like* 
wife, by die ferae power, make a guinea pais for tor 
founds, - a Jhilling'fos twenty /hillings t and fo'On r by which 
hewouldj in- a fhort time, get all the ftl*ver and gold of 
the kingdom into his own hand?, and leave us nothing 
bat brafi or leather, or what he pleafeck Neither is any 
thing- reckoned* more cruel and oppre/Jwe in the French* 
government, than their common practice of calling in all 
their money, after they have ftmK it very low, and then 
coining it a-new at* a much higher value ; which, how^ 
ever, is not the thoafendth part (b wicked as this abomi- 
nable projea of Mr Wood. For the French give their 
foojecis fikver for fiver, and gold for gold; but this 
fellow will not fo much as give us good brafs or copper 
for our gold and JU<ver 9 nor even a twelfth part of their 
worth. 

Having- (aid this much, I will now go oa to tell voir 
the judgment of feme great lawyer $ m this matter; whom 
I fee'd on purpofe for your fakes, and got their opinion* 
under their hanas, that I might be fur* I went upon good 
grounds. 

A famous law-book, called the mirrpur of juftice, dif 
tourfing of the charters (or laws) ordained by our ancient 
kings, declares the law to be as follows : it was ordained, 
that no King of t&is realm Jbouid change or impair the mo- 
ney, or make any other money than of gold or nlver, 
without the ajfent of all the counties; that is, as my LorJ 
Coke * fays, without the affent of Parliament. 

This book is very ancient, and of great authority for 
the* time in which it was written,, and with that chara&er 
is often quoted by that great fawyer my Lord Coke, f By 
the laws of England feveral metak are divided into law- 
ful or true metal, and unlawful orfalfe metal; the former 
comprehends^/«t/*ror£«#, the latter an bafer metals ; that 
the former is only topafs in payments, appears by an a& 
of parliament % made the twentieth year cA Edward the 
frfit called, the ftahtte concerning the pajftng »f pence j 
which I g^te you* here as I got it translated into Errglifb; 
far feme of our laws at that time were, as I am told, 

written 
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written in latin : vnhotver in buying or /tiling prefurnes to- 
rejufe an half -penny or farthing of lawful money > bearing 
the ft amp 'which it ought to have, let him be Jeized on 0*0 
contemner of the Kings Maiefly, and caft into prifon- 

By this fatute, no perion is to be- reckoned a contemn- 
er of the King's Majefty, and for that crime to be com* 
milted to prijbn, but he who refufeth to accept the J&ng's 
coin made of lawful metal} by which,, as I observed be* 
fore, flier and gold only are intended. 

That this is the true conflruQion of the ^appear* 
not only from the plain meaning of the words, but from 
my Lord Coke's * observation upon k. By this, act (fays 
he) it appears, that no fubje& can be forced to take ia 
buying, or fellings or other payment + any money made but 
of s lawful metal % that is, of filler or gold* 
. The law of England gives the King all urines of geld 
and filvex, but not the mines of other metals ; the reafon-. 
of which prerogative ox power, as it is given by my Lord 
Coke +, is, becaufe money can be made of gold and fiver,. 
but not of other metals. 

Pursuant to this opinion half-pence and farthing* 
were anciently made oi fiver, which is evident from the 
aft of parliament of Henry the fourth, chap. 4. whereby 
it is enacled as follows r " Item, for the great (carcity 
" that is at prefent within the realm of England of half- 
" pence and farthings of* fiver, it is ordained and e#a~ 
• • blifhed, that the third part of all the money of fiver 
" plate which fhall be brought to the bullion y . fhall be* 
" made into half pence and farthings? This fhews, that 
by the words halfpenny and farthing of lawful money in* 
thztfatute concerning the poflng of pence* is meant a. 
fin all coin in halfpence and farthings of fiver. 

This is further manifeft from the ftattue of the nintl* 
year of Edward the third,, chap. 3*. which eaa&s, " that 
" no fterling halfpenny or farthing be molten for to make 
*' veiTels or any other thing, by the goldfmitbs r norothers, 
•'. upon the forfeiture of the money fb molten (or melted.) 1 * 

By another a& in this King's reign, black money was 
not to be current in England. And, by an act made ia 
the eleventh year of his reign, chap. 5 . galley halfpence- 
yitxz not to pafs : what kind of coin thefe were, I do* 

not 
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not know; bat X prefumethey were made of &$£ *»'/<?/»? 
And thefe ails were no new laws, but further declarati- 
ons of the old laws relating, to the coin* 

Thus the /*w flands in reh&oa to £*/*. Nor is there 
any example to the contrary, except one in Davis's re* 
ports; who tells us, that,, in the time of Tyrone's rebel-" 
lion, Queen Elizabeth prdered money of mixed metal to b* 
coined in the lower qf London, apd fent pver hither for 
the payment qf r the *r/*K,; obliging all people to receive 
kj and commanding- that all >£/*/#>•. *w»«y ihould be taken* 
only as bullion, that is, for as much as it weighed* 
Davis tells, as. feveral particulars in this matter, too long 
hereto trouble you with, and that the ptivy council of 
this, kingdom ^ljgea* 4 a .merchant in England tQ receive 
this mixed money for goods t^an^iitted^bither. > . 

Bor.this proceeding is rejected by all tliebeft lawyers i 
as contrary to law, tfre.prjvj council here having no fuch; 
legal power* . And, betides* it is to be confident, that 
the QvBBif, wfs theix under, gr>eat difficulties by a m$b*ll*+ 
~*uxxiiti\$ kingdom affifod from^Spain j /and whatever i» 
done in gre^t ewgenfesand dangerous tjmjes,*£»jpuld ne- 
ver be an exarnplejo jr^c^dl^iri feafq^jof t&u *»A 

• I winnow, my dear, friends, to. bptywk th^ Rouble, 
let before you jn ihort* what thje ipw obliges; you to do, 
and what it does: not oblige yw to* -' 

Firfi f you are obliged to take all money in payment? 
which is coined by the ti*g*. 3*id is .of the Engliih ftand- 
ard or weighs provided it be of goidopji/<uer. , / 

Secondly ^ you are n$t obliged to fcafco any money which 
is not of gold ox fifoen apt only the halfpence of 
farthings of England, but of any ^ther country* : And it 
is merely for convenience, or eafe, that you are content 
to take them ; becaufe the cuffcom of coining filver halfr 
fence and farthings hath long been left off} I fuppofe OH 
account of their being fiibjeft to be loft.- 

Thirdly, much lefs are we obliged to take thofe <v%k 
half-pence of that fame Wood, by -which you muft lofe 
aunoft eleven pence in every (hilling. 

Therefore, my friends, {land to it one and all : refufe # 
thh filthy trajb. It is no treafon to rebel againft Mr 
Wood. His Mmeftji in his patent.. .qbUges no body. n> 

take 
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A LETTER to Mr Harding the printer* 
upon occafion of paragraph Tn his news* 

' paper of Aug.* i. 1724, relating to Mr 
Wood's Half-pence, 

IN your news-letter of the firft inftant there is a para- 
graph,, dated front London July 25th, relating to 

Wood's half-pence; whereby it is. plain, what t fore- 
told in my letter to the &op-keepersy c^fothat this vile 
fellow would never be at reft j and that the danger of oar 
ruin approaches nearer; and therefore the kingdom re- 
quires new. and freffc warning. However, I take this 
paragraph to be, in a great meaArre, an inpoution upon 
the public ; at lead: I hope fo, becaofe I am informed 
that Wood i* generally his Own news-writer ; I cannot 
but obferve from that paragraph, that this* public^nem/ 
of ours, not fatisfied to ruin us with his traflv takes eve* 
ry occafion to treat this kingdom with the utmoft con- 
tempt. He reprefents feveral of our merchants and tra- 
ders, upon examination before a committee of council* 
agreeing, that there was the utmoft neceflity of copper 
money here, before his patent ; fo that feveral gentle- 
men have been forced to tally with their workmen, and 
give them bits of cards fealed and fubfcribed with their 
names. , What then? Ifaphyfician prefcribe to a pati- 
ent a dram of phyfic, (hall a rafcal- apothecary cram him 
with a pound, and mix it up with poyfon ? and is not a 
landlord's hand and feal to his own labourers a better fe- 
curity for five or ten ihillings, than Wood's brafs, ten 
times below the real value, can be to the kingdom for 
an hundred and eight thoufand pounds ? 

But who are thefe merchants and traders of Ireland 
that made this report of the utmoft neceflity we are under 
for copper money? they are only a few betrayers of their 
country, confederates with Wood, from whom they are 
to purchafe a great quantity of his coin, perhaps at half 
the price that we are to take it, and vend it among us, to 
the ruin of the public, and their own private advantages. 

Are 
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Are not thefe excellent witneflfes, upon wliofe integrity 
the fate of the kingdom muft depend, evidences in their 
own caufe, and fharers in this work of iniquity ? 

If we could have deferved the liberty of coining for 
ourfelves, as* we formerly did, and why we have it not, is 
every body's wonder, as well as mine, ten thoufand 
pounds might have- been coined here in Dublin of only 
one fifth below the intrinfic value, and this fum, with the 
ftock of half-pence we then had, would have been fuf- 
ficient; but Wood, by his emhTaries, enemies to God 
and this kingdom, hath taken care to buy up as many 
of our old half-pence as he could ; and from thence 
the prefent want of change arifes ; to remove which by 
Mr Wood's remedy, would be to cure a fcratch on the 
finger by cutting off the arm. But fuppofing there Were 
not one farthing of change in the whole nation, I will 
maintain, that five and - twenty thoufand pounds would 
be a fum fully fufficient to anfwer all our occafions. I 
am no inconsiderable mop-keeper in this town, I have 
difcourfed withfeveral of my own, and other trades, with 
many gentlemen both of city and country, and alfo with 
great numbers of farmers, cottagers, and labourers, who 
all agree, that two (hillings in change for every family 
would be more than neceffery in all dealings. Now, by 
the largeft computation (even ^before that grievous dis- 
couragement of agriculture, f which" hath fo much lef- 
fened our numbers) the fouls in this kingdom are com- 
puted to be one million and a half; which, allowing fix 
to a family, makes two hundred and fifty thoufand fami- 
lies, and confequently two (hillings to each family will 
amount only to five and. twenty thoufand pounds ; where- 
as this honed, liberal, hard-ware-man, Wood, would 
impofe upon us above four times that fum. 

Your paragraph relates further, that Sir Ifaac iWw- 
ton reported an aflay taken at the Tower of Wood's me- 
tal ; oy which it appears, that Wood had in alLrefpecls 
performed his con trad. His contract ! with whom? 
was it with the parliament or people of Ireland ? are not 
they to be the purchafers ? but they deteft, abhor, and 
rejett it as corrupt, fraudulent, mingled with dirt and 

C traih 
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trafh. Upon which he grows angry, goes to 4a w, and 

will impoie his goods upon us by force. 

But your news-letter fays, that an aflay was made oF 
the coin. How impudent and infupportable is this 1 
Wood takes care to coin a dozen or two half-pence of 
good metal, fends them to the Tower, and they are ap- 
proved, and thefe muft anfwer all that he hath already 
coined, or fhaH. coin for the future. It is true, indeed, 
that a gentleman often fends to my fhop for a pattern of 
Huff; I cut it fairly off, and, if he likes it, he comes, 
or fends, and compares the pattern with the whole piece, 
and probably we come to a bargain. But if I were to 
buy an hundred fheep, and the grazier mould bring me 
one fingle wether fat and well fleeced, by way of pattern, 
and expert the fame price round for the whole hundred, 
without fufFering me to fee them before he was paid, or 
giving me good fecurity to reftore my money for thofe 
that were lean, or fhorn, or fcabby, I would be none 
of his cuftoraer. I have heard of a man who had a mind 
to fell his houfe, and therefore carried a piece of, brick 
in his pocket, which he fhewed as a pattern to en- 
courage purchafers ; and this is directly the cafe in point 
with Mr Wood's aflay. 

The next part of the paragraph contains Mr Wood's 
voluntary propoials for preventing any further objections 
or apprehenfions. 

His firft propoial is, " that whereas he hath already 
''coined feventeen thoufand pounds, and -has copper 
** prepared to make it up forty thoufand pounds, he will 
" be content to coin no more, unlefs the exigences of 
" trade require it, altho' his patent impowers him 
*' to coin a far greater quantity," 

To which if I were to anfwer, it mould be thus : let 
Mr Wood and his crew of founders and tinkers coin on, 
till there is not an old kettle left in the kingdom ; let 
them coin old leather, tobacco-pipe-clay, or the dirt in 
the flreet, and call their trumpery by what name they 
pleafe, from a guinea to a farthing ; we are not under 
any concern to know how he and his tribe of accompli- 
ces think fit to employ themfelves. But I hope, and 
trufl, that we are all to a man fully determined to have 
nothing to do with him or his ware. 

The 
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The King has given Kim a patent to coin half- pence, 
bat hath not obliged us to take them ; and I have already 
ihewn in my letter to the fhopkeepers, &c. that the law 
hath not left it in the" power of the prerogative to com- 
pel the fubjedr. to take any money, befides gold and filver 
of the right flerling and ftandard. 

Wood further propofes, (if I underftand him right, for 
his exprefiions are dubious) that " he will not coin above 
" forty thoufimd pounds, unlefs the exigences of trade 
u require it.'* Firft, I obferve that this fum of forty 
thoufand pounds is almonV double to what I proved to be 
fufficient for the whole kingdom, altho' we had not one 
of our old half-pence' left. Again, I afk, who is to, be 
judge, when the exigences of trade require it ? With- 
out doubt he means himfelf ; for as to us of this poor 
kingdom, who mull be utterly ruined if this project 
ihould fucceed, we were never once confulted till the: 
matter was over, and he will judge of our exigences by 
his own ; neither will thefe be ever at an end, till he and 
his accomplices wall think they have enough : and it 
now appears that he will not be content with all our 
gold and filver, but intends to buy up our goods and* 
manufa&ures with die fame coin*. 

I (hall not enter into examination of the prices, for 
which he now propofes to fell his half-pence, or what* 
he calls his copper, by the pound*; 1 have laid enough 
of it in my former letter, and it hath likewife been' con- 
Jidered by others. It is certain, that by his own firft 
computation we were to pay three (hillings for what was 
mtrinfically worth but one, altho' it had been of the 
true weight and ftandard for which he pretended to have 
contracted; but there is fo- great a difference both in 
weight and badnefs in feveral of his coins, that fome of 
them have been nine in ten below the intrinfic value,, 
and moft of them fix or feven. 

His laft propofal being of a peculiar drain and nature, 
dtferves to be very particularly cenfidered, both on ac- 
count of the matter and the ftyle. It is as follows : 

" Lafily % In consideration of the direful apprehenfions ' 
" which prevail in Ireland, that Mr Wood will by fuch 
44 coinage drain them of their gold and filver ; he pro- 
" poles to take their manufactures in exchange, and 

C z. that 
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" that no perfon be obliged to receive more than fere- 
" pence half- penny at one pay men t.'* 

First, obferve this little impudent hard-ware- mat* 
turning into ridicule the direful apprehensions of a whole 
kingdom, priding himfelf as the caufe of them, and da- 
ring to prefcribe (what no King of England ever attempt- 
ed) how far a whole nation fhall be obliged to take his 
brafs coin. And he has reafon to infult : for fare there 
was never an example in hifiory of a great kingdom kept 
in awe for above a year, in daily dread of utter deftructi- 
on, not by a powerful invader at the head of twenty 
thousand men, not by a plague or a famine, not by a 
tyrannical Prince (for we never had one more gracious), 
or a corrupt adminiftration, but by one fingle, diminutive* 
iniigni£cant mechanic. 

But to go on : to remove our " direful appreheml- 
" ona, that he will drain us of our gold and filver by hi* 
" coinage, this little arbitrary mock- monarch mod gra- 
** cioufly offers to take our manufactures in exchange." 
Are our Irifh underftandings indeed fo low in his opinion I 
Is not this the very mifery we complain of; that his cur- 
led project will put us under the neceffijy of felling our 
goods for what is equal to nothing ? How would fuch a 
propofal found from France or Spain, or any other coun- 
try with which we traffic, if they mould offer to deal 
with us only upon this condition, that we mould take 
their money at ten times higher than the intrinfic value £ 
Does Mr Wood think, for inftance, that we will fell him 
a Hone of wool for a parcel of his counters not worth Hx- 
pence, when we can fend it to England, and receive as. 
many millings in gold and filver ? Surely there was n,e-* 
ver heard fuch a compound of impudence, villainy and 
folly. 

His propofals conclude with perfect high treaibn. He 
promifes, " that no perfon fhall be obliged to receive 
" more than rive- pence half- penny of his coin in one 
" payment." By which it is plain, that he pretends Uy 
oblige every fubjelt in this kingdom to take Co much in 
eyery payment, if* it be offered j whereas his patent ob- 
liges no man, nor can the prerogative by law claim fuch 
a power, as I have often obferved i fo that here Mr 

Wood 
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Wood takes upon him the entire legiflature, and an ab- 
folute dominion over the properties of the whole nation. 

Good God ! who' are this wretch's advifers ? who 
are his fupporters; abettors, encouraged, or {harers? 
Mr Wood will obEge me to take five-pence half- penny 
of his brafs in every payment. And I will fhoot Mr 
Wood arid his deputies through the head like highway- 
men or houfe-breakers, if they dare to force one farthing 
of their coin on me in the payment of an hundred pounds. 
It is no lofs of honour to fubmit to the lion ; but who r , 
with the figure of a man, can think with patience of be- ' 
ing devoured alive by a rat ? He has- laid a tax upon the 
people of Ireland of feventeen (hillings at leaft in the 
pound : a tax, I fay, not only upon lands, but inter eft- 
money, goods, manufactures, the hire of handicraftfmen,.. 
labourers and fervants. Shopkeepers, look to yourfelvesl 
Wood will oblige and force you to take five-pence half- 
penny of his trafh in every payment ; and many of you 
receive twenty, thirty, forty payments in one day, or.- 
elfe you can hardly find bread :. and pray coniider how 
much that will amount to in a year ; twenty times five- 
pence half-penny is nine {hillings and two-pence, which; 
is above an hundred and fixty pounds a year, wherein 
you will be lofers of at leaft one hundred and -forty 
pounds by taking your payments in his money. If any 
of you be content to deal with Mr. Wood on foch condi- 
tions, they may ; but for my own particular, let bis mo- 
ney perijb with trim. If the famous Mr Hambden rather 
chofe to go to prifbn, than pay a few {hillings to King 
Charles I. without authority of parliament ; I will rather 
chufe to be hanged than have arl my fubftance taxed at~ 
ieventeen fhilHngs in the pound at the arbitrary will and 
pleafnre of the venerable Mr Wood. 

The paragraph concludes thus : N. B. (that is to fay r , 
ntt a bene, or mark nvelf) " No evidence appeared from 
"Ire/and, or elfewhere, toprove the mifchiefs complain- 
*' ed of, or any abufes whatfoever committed in the exe^ 
* cution of the faid grant.*' 

The .impudence- 01 this remark exceeds all that went 
before. Firft, the houfe of commons in Ireland, which 
represents the whole people of the kingdom i and*. &- 

C 5 condly 
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condly, the privy-council addreffed his Majefly againft 
thefe half-pence : what could be done more to exprefe 
the univerfal fenfe of the nation ? If his copper were dia- 
monds, and t'he kingdom were entirely again ft it, would 
not that be fufficient to reject it? Muft a committee of 
the whole hotife of commons, and our whole privy- 
council, go over to argue pro and con with Mr Wood £ 
To what end did the King give his patent for coining 
half-pence in Ireland ? was it not, becaufe it was repre* 
fented to his facred Majefly, that fuch a coinage would be 
of advantage to the good of this kingdom, and of all his 
fubjefts here ? It is to the patentee's peril, if his repre- 
fentation be falfe, and the execution of his patent be frau- 
dulent and corrupt. Is he fo wicked and foolifb to think, 
that his patent was given him to ruin a million and a half 
of people, that he might be a gainer of three or fourfcore 
thoufand pounds to himfelf ? Before he was at the charge 
of pafiing a patent, much 'more of raking up fi> much &» 
thy drofs, and (lamping it with his Majefly *s image and 
fuperfcription, mould he not firA: in common fenfe, in 
common equity, and common manners, have cenfulted 
the principal party concerned ; that is to fay, the people 
of the kingdom, the houfe of Lords, or Commons, or 
the privy -council ? If any foreigner- mould aflc us* whofe 
image and fuperfoption there is on Wood's coin ? we 
fhould be afhamed to tell Kim, it was CadarV. In that 
great want of copper halfpence which he alledges we 
were, our city fet up our. Gx&r's * ftatae in excellent 
copper at an expence, that is equal in value to thirty 
thoufand pound of his coin; and we will not receive 
his image in worie metal. 

I obferve many of our people putting a melancholy 
cafe on this fubjecl.. It is true, fay they,, we are all un> 
done if Wood's half-pence muft pais ? but what fhall we 
do, if his Majefly puts out a* proclamation commanding 
us to take them ? This hath* often been dinned in my 
ears*.. But I defire my countrymen to be allured that 
there is nothing in k. The King never ifiues ont a pro- 
clamation but to enjoin what the law permits him. He 
will not ifTue out a proclamation againfl law ; or if fuch 
a thing fhould happen by a miflake,, we are no more ob- 
liged 

• Att cqoefiriao ftatue «f George I, at Euex bridge, Dublin*. 
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%ed to obey it than to run our heads into the fire. Be-* 
fides, his Majefty will never command us by at procla- 
mation, what he does not offer to command us in the 
patent idelf. There he leaves it Xtr oar difcretion ; fo 
that our deftro&ion muft be entirety owing to ourfelves. 
Therefore let no-man be afraid of a proclamation, whicfc- 
will never be granted ; and if it fhould, yet upon- this 
occasion will be of no force. The King's revenues here 
are near four hundred thouiand pounds a year. Can* 
you think his minifters will advife him to take them in- 
Wood's brafs, whkh wHl reduce the value to fifty thou- 
iand. pounds i England gets a million fterling by this* 
nation ; which, if this project goes on* will be almoil 
reduced to nothing : and do you think thoie, who live 
in England upon lrifh eftates, will be content- to take aa 
eighth or tenth part by being paid in Wood's drofs ? 
* If Wood and his confederates- were not convinced of 
oar ftuprdity, they never would have attempted fo auda- 
cious an- enterprise. He now lees a-fpirirhath been rai- 
led againft him, and he only watches till it begins to flag: 
he goes about watching when to devour us. He hope* 
we fiiall be weary of contending with him ; and at lad 
ootof ignorance or fear, or of being perfectly tired with- 
opposition*, we (hall be forced to yield : and therefore,- 
1 confefs, it-is my chief endeavour to keep up your Spi- 
rits and refentments. If I tell-yoji/there is a precipice 
under you; and that if yon< go forwards you will cer- 
tainly break your necks ; if I point to it before your 
eyes, muft I be at the trouble o£repeating it- every morn- 
ing ?- : Are OUP people's hearts waxed grofs ? are their ears 
dull of bearing ? and have they ckfed their eyes f I fear there 
are fome few- ntrpers among us* who for ten or twenty 
.pounds- gain- would fell their fouls and their country ; 
akho' at- 1 ail it mould end in their own rain, as well as 
ours. Be not like the deaf adder, *who refufeth to hear 
the <voice of the charmer, charm he never fo wifely. 

Altko* m? letter be directed* to you* Mr Harding^ 
yet I intend it for all my countrymen. I have no inte* 
reft in this affair, but what is common to the public : I 
can live better than many others : I have fome gold and 
filver by me, and a> Ihop welt furnifhed ; and fhall be 
able to make a fhift^ when many of my betters are fta*- 
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ving. But I am grieved to fee (he coldnefs and indiffer- 
ence of many people, with whom I difcourfe. Some 
are afraid of a proclamation ; others ihrug up their mould- 
ers, and cry, what would you have us to do ? Some give 
out, there is no danger at all : others are comforted, thai 
it will be a common calamity, and they ihall fare no worfe 
than their neighbours. Will a man, who hears midnight 
robbers at his door, get out of bed and raife his family 
for a common defence ; and (hall a whole kingdom lie iiv 
a lethargy, while Mr Wood comes at the head of his 
confederates to rob them of all they have, to ruin us and 
our pofterity, for ever ? If a highwayman meets you on 
the road, you give him your money to iave your life r 
but God be thanked, Mr Wood cannot touch a hair of 
your heads. You have all the laws of God and man on 
. your fide : when he or his accomplices offer you his drofs, 
it is but faying nb 9 and you are fafe. If a mad man 
fhould x come into my (hop with a handful of dirt raked 
out of the kennel, and offer it in payment for ten yard* 
of fluff, I would pity, or laugh at him ; or, if his be- 
haviour deferved it, kick him out of my doors. And if 
Mr Wood comes to demand my gold and filver, or com- 
modities for which -1 have paid my gold and filver, in 
exchange for his traih, can he deferve or expect better 
treatment ? 

When the evil day is cerne (if k muft come) let ns 
mark and obferve thofe, who prefume to offer thefe half- 
pence in payment. Let their names and trades, and 
places of- abode, be made public, that every one may 
be aware of them, as betrayers of their country, and con- 
federates with Mr Wood. Let them be watched at mar- 
kets and fairs ; and let the firft honeft difcoverergive the 
word about, that Mr Wood's half-pence have been of- 
fered, and caution the poor innocent people not to re- 
ceive them. 

Perhaps I have been too tedious ; but there l would 
never be an end, if I attempted to fay all that this- me- 
lancholy fubjecVwiil bear. I will conclude with humbly 
offering one propoial ; which, if it were put into pracTice, 
would blow up this deftru&ive project at once. Let 
feme flulful, judicious pen draw up an advert foment to 
the following purpofe : 

« Whereas 
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" Whereas one William Wood, hard-ware- man, now 
" or lately fojourning in the city of Loi)don, hath, by 
" many inifreprefentations, procured a patent for coining 
" an hundred and eight thoojand pounds in copper halt* 
" pence for this kingdom ; which is a fum five times 
" greater than owoccafions require : and whereas it is 
" notorious, that the faid Wood hath coined his half-pence, 
" of fuch bafe metal, and falfe weight, that they are at 
" leail fix parts in feven below the real value : and whereat 
" we have reafon to apprehend, that the faid Wood may 
" at any time hereafter clandestinely coin as many more 
" half-pence as he pleafes ; and, whereas the faid patent 
" neither doth, nor can oblige his Majefty's fubje&s ta 
" receive the faid half-pence in any payment, but leave* 
" it to their voluntary choice ; becaufe by law the fub-j 
u je& cannot be obliged to take any money, except 
M gold or filver: and whereas, contrary to the letter and 
" meaning of the faid patent, the faid Wood hath de- 
" clared, that every perton fhall be obliged to take five^ 
"pence half- penny of his cdtn in every payment : and 
" whereas the houfe of commons, and privy-council, 
" have feverally addreiled his mod facred Majefty, repre- 
u fenting the ill confequences which the faid coinage may 
have upon (his kingdom : and, laftlv, whereas i$ is 
univerfally agreed, that the whole nation to a man (ex- 
cept Mr Wood, and his confederates) are in the utmoft 
" apprehensions of the ruinous confequences that muft 
" follow from the faid coinage ; therefore we, whofe 
" names are underwritten, being perfons of coniiderable 
" eflatea in this kingdom, and refiders therein, do un- 
" animoufly refolve and declare, that we will never re- 
" ceive one farthing or half-penny of the faid Wood's 
" coming ; and that we will direft all our tenants to re- 
" fufe the faid coin from any perfon whatfoever ; of 
" which that they may not be ignorant, we have fent 
" them a copy of this advertisement to be read to them 
«» by our fte wards, receivers, dfrV." 

I could wifh, that a paper of this nature might be 
drawn up, and figned by two or three hundred principal 
gentlemen of this kingdom j and printed copies thereof 
Tent to their feveral tenants. I am deceived if any thing 
could {boner defeat this execrable defign of Wood, and 

his. 
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his accomplices. This would immediately give the a* 
larm, and fet the kingdom on their guard ; this would* 
give courage to the meanelt tenant and cottager. Haw 
long O Lord, righteous and (rue I Sec. 

I muft tell you in particular, Mr Harding, that you 
are much to blame. Several hundred perfons have in- 
quired at your hoofe for my letter to the Jhopkeefen, Sec. 
and you had none to fell them. Pray keep yourfeif pro- 
vided with that letter, and with this : you have got very 
well by the former; but I did not then write for your 
&ke, any more than J do now. Pray adrertife both in 
every news-paper ; and let it not be your fault or mine* 
if our countrymen will not take warning. I defire yon 
Ukewife to fell them as cheap as you can. 



J am jour fervant, 



MB. 



Aug. 4. 1724, 
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» 

Some OBSERVATIONS upon a paper, call- 
ed, The report of the committee of the mefi 
honourable the privy-council in England, re- 
lating to Wood's half- fence. 

To the Nobility and Gentry of the kingdom of Ireland. 

HAVING already written two letters to the people 
of my own level and condition, and having now 
ytry preffing occafion for writing a third ; J thought I 
could not more properly addrefs it than to your Lordfliips 
and Worfhips. 

The occafion is this : a printed paper was fent to me 
on the 1 8th inftant, intitled, A report of the. commit tee of 
the Lords of bis Majejlys moft honourable privy- council in 
England relating to Mr Wood's halfpence and farthings. 
There is no mention made where the paper was printed ; 
bat I fuppofe it to have been in Dublin : and I have 
been told, that the copy did not come over in the Ga- 
zette, but in the London journal, or fome other print of 
no authority or confequence And, for any thing that 
legally appears to the contrary, it may be a contrivance 
to fright ns ;-or a project of fome printer, who "hath a 
mind to make a penny by publifhing fomething upon a 
fubje£t, which now employs all our thoughts in this 
kingdom. Mr Wood, in publifhing this paper, would 
infinuate to the world, as if the committee had a greater 
concern for his credit, and private emolument, than for 
the honour of the privy -council, and both houfes of par- 
liament here, and for the quiet and welfare of this whole 
kingdom ; for it feems intended a vindication of Mr 
Wood, not without feveral fevere reflections on the 
houfes of Lords and Commons of Ireland. 

The whole is indeed written with the turn and air of 
a pamphlet -, as if it were a difpute between William 

Wood 
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Wood on the one part, and the Lords juftices, privy- 
council, and both houfes of parliament on the other : the 
defign of it being to clear William Wood, and to charge 
the other fide with calling rafh and groundlefs afperfions 
upon him. 

But if it be really what the title irriports, Mr Wood 
hath treated the committee with great rudenefs by pub- 
IHhing an adl of theirs in fo unbecoming a manner, with- 
out their leave, and before it was communicated to the 
government and privy -council of Ireland ; to whom the 
committee advifed that it fhould be tranfmitted. But, 
with all -deference be it fpoken, I do. not conceive, that 
a' report of a committee of the council in England is hi- 
therto a law in either kingdom ; and until any point is 
determined to be a law, it remains disputable by every 
fubjeft. 

This (may it pleafe your Lordfhips and Worfhips) may 
feem a ftrange way of difcourfing in an illiterate Shop- 
keeper. 1 have endeavoured (altho' without the help of 
books) to improve that finall portion of reafon God hath 
been pleafed to give me ; and when reafon plainly ap- 
pears before me, I cannot turn away my head from it. 
Thus, for inftance, if any lawyer fhould tell me that fuch 
a point were law, from which many groft palpable ab- 
surdities mud follow ; I would not, I could not believe 
him. If Sir Edward Coke lhould pofitively affert (which 
he no where does, but the direct contrary) that a limited 
prince could by his prerogative oblige his fubje&s to take 
naif an ounce of lead, ftamped with his image, for twen- 
ty Shillings .in gold, I fhould fwear he was deceived, or 
a deceiver; becaufe a power like .that would leave the 
whole lives and fortunes of the people entirely at the 
mercy of the monarch ; yet this in effect is what Wood 
hath advanced in forae of his papers ; and what fufpici- 
ourpeople may poifibly apprehend from fome pafTages in 
that, which is called the report. 

That paper mentions fuch perfons to have been exa- 
mined, who were defirous and willing to be heard upon 
this fubjeft. 1 am told they were four in all ; Coleby, B — , 
Mr Finley the. banker, and one more, whofe name I 
know not. The nrft of thefe was tried for robbing the 
treafury in Ireland ; and tho' he was acquitted for want 

of 
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of legal proof, yet every perfon in die court believed him 
to be guilty. 

But, iince I have gone fo far as to mention particular 
perfons, it may be fome fatisfa&ion to know who is this 
Wood himfelf, that has the honour to have a whole king- 
dom at his rrercy for almoft two years together. I find 
he is in the patent intitled Efquire, altho' he were under- 
flood to be only a hard- ware-man ; and fo I have been 
bold to call him in my former letters; however, a ' /quirt 
he is, not only by virtue of his patent, but by having 1 
been a colle&or in Shropfhire ; where pretending to 
have been robbed, and fuing the county, he was call, 
and for the infaniy of the fa& loft his employment. 

1 have heard another ftory of this '{quire Wood from 
a very honourable Jady, that one Hamilton told hen 
Hamilton was fent for fix years ago by Sir Ifaac'Newton 
to try the coinage of four men, who then folicited a pa- 
tent for coining half-pence for Ireland ; their names 
were Wood, Coftor, Ellifton, and Parker. Parker made 
the faireft offer, and Wood the worft ; for his coin were 
three half-pence in a pound weight lefs value than the 
other. By which it is plain, with what intentions he fo- 
licited his patent ; but not fo plain how he obtained it* 
It is alledged in the faid paper called the Report, 
that upon repeated orders from a fecretary of ftate for 
fending over fuch papers and witneffes, as mould be 
thought proper to fupport the objections made again ft; 
the patent, (by both houfes of Parliament ; ) the Lord- 
Lieutenant reprefented u the great difficulty he found 
n himfelf in, to comply with thefe orders : that none of 
n the principal members of both houfes who were in 
" the King's fervice, or council, would take upon them 
" to advife, -how any material perfon, or papers, might 
" be fent over on this occaiion, &c ." And this is often 
repeated, and reprefented as " a proceeding that feems 
" very extraordinary, and that in a matter which had 
" raifed fo great a clamour in Ireland, no one perfon 
M could be prevailed upon to come over from Ireland in 
" fupport of the united fenfe of both houfes of Parlia- 
" ment in Ireland ; especially that the chief difficulty 
" thoold arife from a general apprehenfion of a mifcar- 
" r *age» in an inquiry before his Majefty, .or in a pro- 
Vox,; IIL D " cecding 
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** ceeding by due courfe of law, in a cafe where both. 
*' houfes of Parliament had declared themfelves fo fully 
.«' convinced, and fatibfied upon evidence, and examina- 
'** dons taken in the moll folemn manner." 

How fliall I, a poor ignorant fhopkeeper, utterly un- 
called in law, be able to anfwer fo weighty an objection? 
I will try what can be cftne by plain reafon, unafiifted by 
ait, cunning, or eloquence. 

In my humble opinion the committee of council hath 
already prejudged the whole cafe, by calling the united 
fenfe of both houfes of Parliament in Ireland an univer- 
fy\ clamour* Here the addrefTes of the Lords and Com- 
mons of Ireland againil a ruinous, deftruclive project 
of an- obfcure, fingle undertaker, is called a clamour. I 
defire to know, how fuch a ftyle would be refented in 
England from a committee of council there to a parlia- 
ment ; and how many impeachments would follow upon 
it ? But fuppofing the appellation to be proper, I never 
heard of a wife minifter, who defpifed the univerfal cla- 
mour of a people .; and If that clamour can be quieted 
by difappointicg the fraudulent practice of a fingle per- 
son, the purchafe is not exorbitant. 

But in anfwer to this objection : fir ft it is manifeft, 
that if this coinage had been in Ireland, with fuch limi- 
tations as have been formerly fpecified in other patents, 
and granted to perfons of this kingdom, or even of En* 
gland, able to give fufficient fecurity, few or no inconve- 
niencies could have happened. As to Mr Knox's patent 
mentioned in the Report, fecurity was given into the Ex- 
chequer, that the patentee mould upon all demands be* 
obliged to receive his halfpence back, and pay gold or 
filver in exchange for them. And Mr Moor (to whom 
I fuppofe that patent was made over) was in 1 694 forced 
*o leave off coining before the end of that year by the 
great crowds of people continually offering to return his 
coinage upon him* In 1698 he coined again, and was 
forced to give over for the fame reafon. This entirely 
alters the cafe : for there is. no fuch condition in Wood's, 
patent ; which condition was worth a hundred times all 
ether limitations whatfoever. 

. Put the cafe, that the two houfes of Lords and Com- 
mons of England, and the privy council there, fhould. 

ad^refs 
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addrefs his Majefty to recal a patent, from whence they 
apprehended the moft ruinous confequences to the whole 
kingdom; and,. to make it ftronger, if poffible, that the 
whole nation almoft to a man fhould thereupon difcovcr 
the moft drftnal apprehenlions. (as Mr Wood ilyles them;) 
would his Majefiy debate half an hour what he had to do? 
would any minifter dare advife him againft recalling fuch 
a patent ? or would the matter be referred to the privy- 
council, or to Weftminfter-hall ; the two houfes of Par- 
liament plaintiiFs, and William Wood defendant ? and is 
(here even the fmalleft difference between the two cafes ? 
Were not the people of Ireland born as free as thofe 
of England ? how have they forfeited their freedom ? 
is not their Parliament as fair a representative of the peop 
pie as that of England? and hath not their privy coun- 
cil as great, or a greater (hare in the adminiftration of 
public affairs ? are not they fubje&s of the fame King? 
does nof the fame fun mine upon them I and have they 
not the fame God for their protector ? am I a freeman 
m England, and do I become a tiave in fix* bouts by 
croumg the channel ? No wonder then if the boldeit 
perfons were cautious to inter pofe in a matter already 
determined by the whole voice of the nation ; or to 
prefume to reprefent the reprefentatives of the kingdom ; 
and were juftly apprehenfive of meeting fuch a treatment 
as they would defer ve* at the next feflion. It would feent 
very extraordinary, if an inferior court in England fhould 
take a matter out of the hands of the high court of Par- 
liament during a prorogation, and decide it againft the 
opinion o£ both houfes. 

It. happens however, that altho' no perfons were fo 
bold as-- to go over as evidences to prove the truth of the 
objections made againft this patent by rhc high court of 
Parliament here, yet thefe objections (land good, not- 
withftanding the anfwere made by Mr* Wood and his 
council. 
The Report fays, that}- "upon an affay made of the 
finenefs, weight,, and value of* this copper, it exceed- 
ed in every article.' 1 This is poffible enough in the 
pieces upon which the affay was made ; but Wood muff 
have failed very much in point of dexterity, if he had 
not taken care to provide a fufficient quantity of fuch 
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halfpence as would bear the trial ; which he was wel} 
able to do, altho' they were taken Out of feveral parcels j 
fince it is now plain, that the biafs of favour hath been 
wholly on his iide. 

But what need is there of difputing, when we have 
a pofitive demonftration of Wood's fraudulent pra&icet 
in this point ? I have feen a large quantity of thefe half- 
pence weighed by a very fkilful perfon, which were of 
four different kinds, three of them confiderably under 
weight. 1 have now before me an exaft computation of 
the difference of weight between thefe four forts j by 
which it appears, that the fourth fort, or the lighteft, dif- 
fers from the firft to a degree, that in the coinage of three 
hundred and fixty tons of copper the patentee will be a 
gainer, only by that difference, of twenty lour thoufand 
four hundred and ninety lour pounds ; and in the whole 
the public will be a lofer of eighty two thoufand one 
hundred and fixty eight pounds fixteen {hillings, even 
fuppofing the metal in point of goodnefs to anfwer 
Wood's contract, and the afiay that hath been made, 
which it infallibly doth not. For this point hath likewife 
been inquired into by very experienced men ; who, up* - 
on feveral trials on many of thefe half-pence, have 
found them to be at lead one fourth part below the real 
value, not including the raps or counterfeits that he, or 
his accomplices, have already made of his own coin, and 
fcattered about. Now the coinage of three hundred and 
fixty tons of copper, coined by the weight of the fourth 
pr lighteft fort of his halfpence* will amount to one 
hundred twenty two thoufand four hundred eighty eight 
pounds, fixteen {hillings ; and, if we fiibtraft a fourth 
part of the real value by the bafe mixture an the metat 
we muft add to the public lofs one fourth part to be fub* 
m&ed from the intrinfic value of the copper ; which in 
three hundred and fixty tons amounts to ten thoufand 
and eighty pounds; and this, added to the former fum 
of eighty two thoufand one hundred fixty eight; pounds, 
fixteen millings, will make in all ninety two thoufand 
two hundred forty eight pounds lofs to the public ; be- 
sides the raps or counterfeits that he may at any time 
hereafter think fit to coin. Nor do I know whether he 
reckons the drofs exclufive or inclufive with his three 

hundred 



L E T T E B. E 41 

hundred and fixty tons of copper ; winch however will 
make a considerable difference in the account. 

You will here, plcafe to obferve, that ihe profit allowed 
toWood by the patent is twelve pence oat of every pound 
of -copper valued at 1 j- 6 d. whereas 5 d. only is allowed 
for coinage of a pound weight for theEnghm half-peace: 
and this difference is almoft 25 per cent, which is double 
to the higheft exchange of money, even under all the ad- 
ditional preflures and obihru&k>ns to trade .that this un- 
happy kingdom lies at prefent. This one circumftance* 
in the coinage of three hundred and -fixty tons of copper* 
makes a difference of twenty feven thomand feven hun- 
dred and twenty pounds between Enghfti and Irifh half- 
pence, even allowing thofe of Wood to be all of the 
heavieft fort. 

It is likewife to be considered, that for .every half- 
penny m a pound weight, exceeding the number direct- 
ed by the patent, Wood will be a gainer in the coinage 
of three hundred and fixty tons of copper, fixteen hun- 
dred and eighty pounds profit more than the patent al- 
lows him ; out of which he may afford to make his com- 
ptrollers eafy upon that article. 

• As to what is alledged, that thefe half-pence far ex- 
ceed the like coinage for Ireland in the reigns of his 
Majefly's predeceflbrs : there; cannot well be a more ex- 
ceptionable way of arguing, altho' the fa& were true ; 
which however is altogether miftaken, not by any fault 
in the committee, but by the fraud and impofition of 
Wood, who certainly produced the worft patterns he 
could find ; fuch as were coined in finall numbers by 
permifiions to private men, as butchers half-pence, black- 
dogs, and others the like ; or perhaps the fmall St Pa- 
trick's coin, which paiTeth now for a farthing, or at beft 
fome of the fmalien raps of the Jateft kind. '. For 1 have 
now by me half-pence coined in the year 1680 by virtue 
of the patent granted to my Lord Dartmouth, which was 
renewed to Knox, and they are heavier by a ninth part 
than thofe of Wood, and of much better metal ; and the 
great St.Patrick's half-pence are yet larger than either. 

But what is all this to the prefent debase : if, under 
the various exigences of former times by wars, rebellions 
and inforre&ions, the kings of England wer* fonietimes 
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forced to pay their armies here with mixt or bafe'moneyi 
God forbid that the neceffities of turbulent times mould 
be a precedent for times of peace, and order, and fet- 
tlement. * 

In the patent above mentioned, granted to Lord Dart* 
mouth in the reign of King Charles the fecond, and re- 
newed to Knox, the fee unties given into the Exchequer, 
obliging the patentee to receive his money back upon e> 
very demand, were an effedtaal remedy againft all inv 
conveniences ; and the copper was coined in our king- 
dom ; fo that we were in no danger* to purchafe it with 
the lofs of all our ftlver and gold carried over to another, 
nor to be at the tremble of going to England for the re* 
drefling any abuie. 

That the Icings of England have exercifed their pre- 
rogative of coining copper for Ireland and for England, 
is not the prefent queftion : but, to fpeak in the ftyle of 
the Report, it would feem a little extraordinary, fuppoiing 
a kingf mould think fit to exercife his prerogative by coin- 
ing copper in Ireland to be current in England, without 
referring it to his officers in that kingdom to be informed, 
whether the grant were reafonable, and whether the peo- 
ple defined it or no, and without regard to the addrefles 
of his Parliament againft it. God forbid, that fo mean 
a man as 1 mould meddle with the King's prerogative i 
but 1 have heard very wife men fay, that the King s pre- 
rogative is bounded and limited by the good and welfare 
of his people. I defire to know, whether it be not un- 
derstood and avowed, that the good of Ireland was in- 
tended by thk patent f But Ireland is not conlulted at ski 
in the matter; and, as fcon as Ireland is informed of it, 
they declared againft it : the two houfes of Parliament 
and the privy-council addreis his Majefty upon the mif- 
chiefs apprehended by fuch a patent ; the privy -council 
in England take the matter out of the Parliament's cog- 
nizance ; the good of the kingdom is dropt ; and it is 
now determined, that Mr Wood (hall have the power of 
ruining a whole nation for his private advantage* 

1 never can fuppofe, that fuch patents as thefe were 
originally granted with a view of being a jobb for the in- 
terefr. of a particular perfon to the damage of the public. 
Whatever profit muft arife to the patentee, was futeiy 
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meant at beft bat as a fecondary motive ; and fince {bme* 
body muft be a gainer, the choice of the perfon was 
made either by favour or (bmething elfe, or oy the pre 
tence of merit and boriefty : this argument returns Co 
often and ftrongly into my head, that I cannot forbear 
frequently repeating it. Surely his Majefty, when he 
contented to the gaffing of this patent, conceived he was 
doing an a& of grace to his mod loyal fubjedts of Ireland, 
Without any regard to Mr Wood, farther than as an in- 
ftrnment : but the people of Ireland think this patent 
(intended, no doubt, for their good) to be a moil intole- 
rable grievance ; and therefore Mr Wood can never fuc- 
ceed without an open avowal, that his profit is preferred, 
not only before the interest, but the very fefety arid be- 
ing of a great kingdom ; and a kingdom diftinguifhed 
for its loyalty perhaps above all others upon earth ; not 
turned from its duty by the " jurifdiftion of the houfe 
" of Lords aboli/hed at a ftroke, by the hardfhips of the 
" aft of navigation newly enforced, by all poffible ol> 
" ftru&ions in trade," and by a hundred other inftancefr, 
enough to Ififl this paper ; nor was there ever among us 
the leaft attempt towards an infurreftion in favour of the 
Pretender. Therefore, whatever juftice a free people 
can claim, we have at leaft «a equal title to it with our 
brethren in England ; and whatever grace a good prince 
can beflow on the moil loyal fiibje&s, we have reafon to 
expe& it ; neither has this kingdom any way deferved to 
be facrificed to one tingle, rapacious, obfeure, ignomi- 
nious projector. 

Among other claufes mentioned m this patent to (hew 
how-advantageous it is to Ireland, there is one which 
feems to be of a lingular nature : that the patentee fhall 
be obliged during his term • to pay' eight hundred pounds 
4 a year to the crown, arid two hundred pounds a year to 
- * the comptroller.' I have heard indeed, that the King's 
council do always coniider, in the pafling of a patent, 
whether irwill be of advantage to the crown ; but I have 
likewife heard, that it is at the fame time confrdered, 
whether paffing of it may be injurious to any other per- 
fons or bodies politic ? However, ahho' the attorney and 
folicitor be fervants to the King, and therefore bound to 
comult his Majeny's intereft ; yet I am under ibme doubt, 
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whether eight hundred pounds a year to the crown 
would be equivalent to the ruin of a kingdom, it would 
be far better for us to have paid eight thoufand pounds 
* year into his' Majefty's coffers in the midft of all our 
taxes (which in proportion are greater in this kingdom 
than ever they were in England, even during the war) 
than purchafe fuch an addition to the revenue at the 
price of our utter undoing. 

But here it is plain, that fourteen thoufand pounds 
we to be paid by Wood only as a fmall, circumftantM 
charge for the purchafe of his patent : what were his ou- 
tlier vifible cofts I know not, and what were his latent, is 
variously conjectured ; but he muft be furely a man of 
fome wonderful merit. Math he faved any other king- 
dom at his own expence, to give him a title of re-imbur- 
liag himfelf by the deftruftkm of ours I Hath he difco* 
vered the longitude, or the univerfal medicine ? No ; 
but he hath found the philofbpher's ftone after a new 
manner, by debating of copper, and revolving to force 
it upon us for gold* 

¥ When the two houfes reprcfented to his Majefty, that 
.this patent to Wood was obtained in a clandestine man- 
ner, furely the committee could not think the Parliament 
•would infirmate, that it had not palled in 'the common 
forms, and run through every office where fees and per- 
quiiites were due. They knew very well, that peribns 
in places were no enemies to grants; and that the officers 
of the crown could not be kept in the dark. But the late 
* Lord Lieutenant of Ireland affirmed, it was a fecret to 
•him ; and who will doubt of his veracity, efpecially when 
he fwore to a perfon of quality, from whom I had it, 
that Ireland ftiould never be troubled with thefe half- 
pence. It was a fecret to the people of Ireland, who 
were to be the only fuiFerers ; and thofe who bed know 
the ftatc of the kingdom, and were moil able to advife m 
fuch an affair, were wholly Grangers to it. 

It is allowed by the Report, that this patent was palled 
without the knowledge or the chief governor, or officers 
of Ireland: and it is there elaborately ihewn, that former 
patents have patted in the fame manner, and are good in 
law. I (hall not difpute the legality of patents, but am 
ready to fuppofe it in his Majefty's power to grant a pa- 
tent 
• Duke of Grafton. 
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tent fer fhunping round bits of copper to every fubjecl he 
hath. Therefore, to lay afide the point of law, I would 
only put the queftion, whether in reafon and juilice it 
would not have- been proper in an affair, upon which, 
the welfare of the kingdom depends, that the faid king- 
dom fhould have received timely notice ; and the mat* 
ter not be carried on between the patentee and the offi- 
cers, of the crown, who were* to be the only gainers by it. 

The Parliament, who in matters of this nature are the 
moil able and faithful counfellors, did reprefent this grant 
to be deftruclive of trade, and dangerous to the proper* 
ties of the people : to which the only anfwer is, that the 
King hath a prerogative to make fuch a grant. 

It is averted, that in the patent to Knox his half-pence 
are made and declared the current coin of the king- 
dom; whereas in this to Wood, there is only a power 
given to iiTue them to fuch as will receive them. The 
authors of the Report, 1 think, do not affirm, that the 
King can, by law, declare any thing to be current mo- 
ney by his letters patents; I dare fay they will not affirm 
it ; and if Knox's patent contained in it powers' contrary 
to law, why is it mentioned as a precedent in his Majefty'a 
jail and merciful feign? But akho' that claufe be not i* 
Wood's patent, yet poffibly there are others, the legali* 

S whereof may be equally doubted; and particularly 
at, whereby a power is given to William Wood " te 
" break into houfes in fearch of any -coin made in imita- 
" tion of iiis." This may perhaps be affirmed to be il- 
legal and dangerous to the liberty of the fubjeft ; yet 
this is a precedent -taken from Ksnbx*s patent, where the 
fane power is granted ; and is a fironginftance, what 
ufes may be ibme&iiaes made of precedents. . 

But altho', before the paffing of this patent, it was 
not thought neceHary to consult any perfons of this king- 
dom, or make the leaft inquiry, whether copper money 
were wanting among us ; yet now at length, when trm 
natter is over, when the patent hath long parted, when 
Wood hath already coined ieventeen thonfand pounds, 
and hath his tools and implements prepared to coin fix 
times as much more, the committeehath been pleated to 
make this affair the fubjeft of inquiry ; Wood is permit- 
ted to produce bis evidences, which confift, as 1 have al- 
ready 
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ready obferved, of four in number, whereof Coleby,F— * 
and Mr Finley the banker, are three. And thefe were to 
prove, that copper money was extremely wanted in 
Ireland. The firfl had been out of the kingdom almoft 
twenty years, from the time that he was tried for robbing 
the treafury ; and therefore his knowledge and credibili- 
ty are equal. Mr Finley, one of the other witnefles, 
honeftly confeffed, that he was ignorant whether Ireland 
wanted copper money or no ; but his whole intention 
was to buy a certain quantity from Wood at a large dip- 
count, and fell them as well as he could ; by which he 
hoped to get two or three thouiand pounds for himfelf. 

But fuppofe there were not one (ingle half-penny of 
copper com in this whole kingdom, (which Mr Wood 
ieems *o intend, unlefs we come to his terms, as appears 
byte&ploying his- emiflaries to buy up our old ones at a 
penny ia the milling more than they pafs for) it could 
not be any real evil to us, althd* it might be fame in- 
convenience. We have many forts of fmall filver coins* 
to which they are 'ftrangers in England; fuch as the 
French three-pences, four-pence half-pennies, and eight- 
pence farthings, the Scotch five-pences and ten-pences» 
befides their twenty-pences, and three and four-pences> 
by which we are able to make change to a half-penny of 
almoft any piece of gold or filver; and if we are driven 
to the expedient of a fealed card with the little gold and 
itlver (till remaining, it will, I fuppofe, be fomewhat bet- 
ter than to have nothing left but Wood's adulterated 
copper, whieh he is neither obliged by his patent, nor 
hitherto able by his eftate, to make good. 

Th£ Report farther, tells us, '-it muft be admitted, that 
* letters patents, under the great feal of Great Britain, for 
'coining copper money for* Ireland: are legal and obliga- 
tory, a juft and reafonable exercife of hisMajefty's royal 
' prerogative,and in no manner derogatory or invafive of 
•any liberty or privilege of his fabje&s of Ireland.' Firft, 
we defire to know,, why/ his Majefty's prerogative might 
not have been as well afierted by paffing thk patent in 
Ireland, and fubje&ng the feveral conditions of the con?- 
traft to the infpe&ion of thofe who are only concerned, as 
was formerly done in the only precedents for patents 
granted fee coining in this kingdom, fince the mixt mo- 
ney 
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trey in Queen Elizabeth's time during the difficulties of 
a rebellion : whereas now upon the greateft impofition, 
that can pofGbly be praclifed, we mufl go to England with 
our complaints ; where it hath been Tor fome time the 
faihion to think, and to affirm, that we -cannot be too 
hardly ufed. Again the Report (ays, that fuch patents 
are obligatory. After long thinking I am not able to 
find out, what can poffibly be meant here by this word 
obligatory. The patent of Wood neither obligeth him 
to -utter his coin, nor us to take it ; or if it did the latter, 
it would be fo far void, becaufe no patent can oblige the 
fubjecl againfl law ; unlefs an illegal patent pa/Ted in one 
kingdom, can bind another, and not itfelf. , 

Lastly, it -is added, that " fuch patents are in no 
4t manner derogatory, or invafive of any liberty or pri- 
" vilege of the King's fubjects of Inland" If this propo- 
rtion be true, as it is here laid down, without any limi- 
tation either exprefTed or implied, it mud follow, that a 
king of England may at any time coin copper money for 
Ireland, aad oblige his fuhjects here to take a piece of 
copper under the value of half a farthing for half a crown, 
as was practifedby the late King James ; and even with- 
out that arbitrary Prince's excufe from the neceffity and 
exigences of his affairs. If this be in no manner dero- 
gatory, nor invafive of any liberties or privileges of the 
fabje&s of Ireland, it ought to have been expreffed 
what our liberties and privileges are, and whether we 
have any at all ; for in Specifying the wdrd Ireland, in- 
stead of faying his Majefly's -fubje&s, it would feera 
to infinuate, that we are not upon the fame foot with our 
fellow fubjecls in England-; which, however the practice 
may have been, I hope will never be directly afTerted; 
for I do not underftand that Poining's aft deprived us of 
our liberty, but only changed the manner of patting laws . 
here (which however was a power naoft indirectly ob- 
tained) by leaving die negative to the two houfes of Par- 
liament. But waving^ all controverfies relating to the le-, 
giflature, no perfon, I believe, was ever yet fo bold as 
to affirm, that the people of Ireland have not the fame 
tide to the benefits of the common law with the reft of 
his Majefly's fubjects ; and therefore, whatever liberties 
or privileges the people of England enjoy by common 

' ' " law, 
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law, we of Ireland have the fame ; fo that, in my humble 
opinion, the word Ireland (landing in that proportion 
Was in the mildeft interpretation a lapfe of the pen. 
The Report farther aflerts, that *' the precedents are 

* many, wherein cafes of great importance to Ireland, 
" and which immediately affected the interefts of that 
" kingdom, fuch as warrants, orders and directions by 
<* the authority of the King and his predeceiTors, have 
•* been iffued under the royal fxgn manual, without an/ 
*«• previous reference or advice of his Majefty's officers 
** of Ireland, which have always had their due force, 

* and have been punctually complied with, and obeyed." 
It maybe fo, and I am heartily forry for it; becaufe it 
may prove an eternal fource of di&ontent. However, a- 
mong all thefe precedents, there is not one of a patent 
for coining money for Ireland. 

There is nothing hath perplexed me more than this 
doctrine of precedents. If a jobb is to be done, and up- 
on fearching records you find it hath been done before, 
there will not want a lawyer to juftify the legality of it 
by producing his precedents ; without ever confidering 
die motives and circumflances that firft introduced them ; 
the neceffity, or turbulence, or iniquity of times ; the 
corruptions of minifters, or the arbitrary difpofition of 
the Prince then reigning. And I have been told by per- 
fons eminent in the law, that the worft actions which 
human nature is capable of, may be juftified by the fame 
doctrine. How the firft precedents began of determining 
cafes of the higheft importance to Ireland, and immedi- 
ately affecting its interefts,without any previous reference 
or advice to the King's officers here, may foon be ac- 
counted for. Before this kingdom was entirely reduced 
by the fubmiffion of Tyrone in the laft year of Queen 
Elizabeth's reign, there was a period of four hundred 
years, which was a various fcene of war and peace be- 
tween the EngliOi ' pale and the Irifh natives ; and the 
government of that part of this ifland, which lay in the 
EngrHh hands, was in xriany things under the immediate 
adminiftration of the King : filver and copper were often 
coined here among us ; and once at leaft upon great n£- 
ceffity a raixt or baie metal was fent from England. The 
reign of King James L was employed in fettling the 

kingdom 
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kingdom after Tyrone's rebellion ; and this nation 
flooriflied extremely till the time of the ma&cre, 1641* 
In that difficult jon&iire of affairs the nobility and gentry 
coined their own plate here in Dublin. 

By ail that I can difcover, the copper coin of Ireland, 
for three hundred years paft, conMed of fmall pence, 
and half-pence ; which particular men had licence to 
coin, and were current only within certain towns and 
diftri&s, according to the perfonal credit of the owner 
who uttered them, and was bound to receive them again; 
whereof I have feen man)* forts ; neither have I heard 
of any patent granted for coining copper, for Ireland, til! 
the reign of King Charles the fecond, which was in the 
year 1680, to George LeggeLord Dartmouth; and re- 
newed by King James the fecond, in the firft year of his 
reign (1680) to John Knox. Both patents were paired 
in Ireland ; and in both the patentees were bound to re- 
ceive their coin again from any that would offer them 
twenty millings of it, for which they were obliged to 
pay gold or filver. 

The patents both of Lord Dartmouth and Knox were 
referred to the attorney-general here, and a report made 
accordingly; and both, as I have already faid, were 
pafled in this kingdom. Knox had only a patent for the 
remainder of the term granted to Lord Dartmouth ; the 
patent expired in 1701, and upon a petition by Roger 
Moor to have it renewed, the matter was referred hither; 
and upon the report of the attorney and folicitor, that it 
was not for his Majefly's fervice, or the intereft of the 
nation to have it renewed, it was rejected by King Wil- 
liam. It mould therefore feem very extraordinary, that 
a patent for coining copper half-pence, intended and pro- 
feffed for the good of the kingdom, Ihould be patted 
without once con ful ting that kingdom, for the good of 
which it is declared to be intended ; and this upon the 
application of a poor, private, obfeure mechanic ; and a 
patent of fuch a nature, that as foon as ever the kingdom 
is informed of its being patted, they cry out unanimously 
againit it as ruinous and deftru&ive. The reprefentatives 
of the nation in Parliament, and the Privy-council, ad- 
drefc the King to have it recalled ; yet the patentee, 
fach a one as I have defcribed, (hall prevail to have this 
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patent approved; and his private intereft (hall weigh 
down the application of a whole kingdom. St Paul fays, 
j4ll things are lawful, but all things are not expedient. 
We are anfwercd, that this patent is lawful: but is it 
expedient f «We read, that the high prieft faid, It <was ex- 
pedient that one manfhould die for the people ; and this was 
a mod wicked propofition : but that a whole nation Jhould 
die for one man % was never heard of before. 

But becaufe much weight i-s laid on the precedents of 
other patents for coining copper for Ireland, I will fet 
this matter in as clear a light as J can. Whoever hath 
read the* report, will be apt to think, that a dozen pre- 
cedents at lcaft could be produced of copper coined for 
Ireland by virtue of patents pafled in England ; and that 
the coinage was there too ; whereas I am confident, there 
cannot be one precedent (hewn of a patent paiTed in En- 
gland for (Joining copper for Ireland for above an hun- 
dred years paft ; and if there were any before, it muft be 
in times of confufion. The only patents I could ever hear 
of, are thofe already mentioned to Lord Dartmouth and , 
Knox, the former in 1680, and the latter in 1685. Now 
let us compare thefe patents utith that granted to Wood. 
Firft, the patent to Knox, which was under the fame 
conditions as that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was paus- 
ed in Ireland ; the government and the attorney and fo- 
licitor-general making report, that it would be ufeful to 
this kingdom. 

The patent was pafled with the advice of the King's 
council here ; the patentee was obliged to receive his 
coin from thofe who thought themfelves furcharged, an£ 
to give gold and filver for it. Laftly, the patentee was 
to pay only 16/. 13/. 4 d. per annum to the crown. Then, 
as to the execution of that patent ; firft, I find the half- 
pence were' milled, which, as it is of great ufe to prevent 
counterfeits, (and therefore induftrioufly * avoided by 
Wood) fo it was an addition to the charge of coinage. 
And as for the weight and goodnefs of the metal, I have 
feveral half-pence now by me, many of which weigh a 
ninth part more than thofe coined by Wood ; and bear 
the fire and hammer a great deal better, and, which is. 
no trifle, the impreflion is fairer and deeper. I grant in- 
deed, that many of the latter coinage yield in weight to 
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feme of Wood's by a fraud natural to fuch patentees ; 
feat not fo immediately after the grant,* and before the 
coin grew current ; for in. this circumftance Mr Wood 
mult ierve for a precedent in future times. 

Let us now examine this new patent granted to Wil- 
liam Wood. It patted upon very falfe fuggeitions of his 
own and of a few confederates : it* patted in England 
without the leaft reference hither ; it patted unknown to 
the very Lord Lieutenant, then in England. Wood is 
impowered to coin one hundred and eight thoufand 
pounds, and all the officers in the kingdom (civil and 
military) are commanded in the report to countenance 
and affift him. Knox had only power to utter what he 
would take, and was obliged t» receive his coin back a* 
gain at our demand, and to enter into fecurity for fo do- 
ing. Wood's halfpence are not milled, and therefore 
more eafily counterfeited by himfelf, as well as by others! 
Wood pays a thoufand . pounds per Annum for fourteen 
years ; Knox paid only fixteen pounds thirteen (hillings 
and lour- pence per annum for twentytme years. 

It was the report , that fet me the example of making 
a comparifon between thofe two patents, wherein the 
committee was grofsly mifled by the falfe reprefentation- 
of William Wood ; as it was by another aflertion, that 
feven hundred tons of copper were coined during the 
twenty one years of Lord Dartmouth's and Knox's pa- 
tents. Such a quantity of copper at the rate of two mil- 
lings and eight pence per pound would amount to about 
an hundred and ninety thoufand pounds ; which was ve+ 
ry near as much as the current cafh of the kingdom in* 
tho(e days ; yet during that period, Ireland was never 
known to have too much copper coin ; and for feveral 
years there was no coining at all : befi<fes r I am aflured; 
that upon inquiring into the cuftom-houfe- books, all the 
copper imported into this kingdom from 1683 to 1692, 
which includes eight years of the twenty one (befides. 
one year allowed /or the troubles) did .not exceed forty- 
feven tons ;" and we cannot fuppofe even that fmall quan- 
tity to have been wholly applied to coinage : fo that I be«» 
lieve there was never any comparifon more unluckily made,: 
or fo definitive of the defign for which it was produced. 

E. 2.. Tmet 
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The Pfalmift reckons it an effeft of God's anger, 
when be felletb bis people for nought % and taketb no money 
fir them. That we have greatly offended God by the 
-wickednefs of our lives, is not to be disputed : bat oar 
King we have not offended in word or deed ; and altho* 
he be God's vicegerent upon earth, he will not punifh 
us for any offences, except thofe we (ball commit againft 
his legal authority, his (acred perfon (which <xod pre* 
ferve), or the laws of the land. 

The report is very profufe in arguments, that Ireland 
}s in great want of copper money : who were the wit- 
nefles to prove it, hath been fhewn already : but, in the 
name of God, who are to be judges ? Does not the nati- 
on beft know its own wants ? Both houfes of Parlia- 
ment, the Privy-council, and the whole body of the peo- 
ple, declare the contrary. Or, let the wants be what 
they will, we defire they may not be fopplied by Mr 
Wood : we know our own wants buf too well; they are 
saany, and grievous to be born, bet quite of another 
kind. Let England be Satisfied : as things go, they will 
in a fhort time have all our gold and ulver, and may 
keep their adulterate copper at home, for we are deter* 
mined not to purchafe it with our manufactures, which 
Wood hath gracioufly offered to accept. Our wants are 
not fo bad by a hundredth part as the method he hath 
taken to fupply them. He hath already tried his faculty 
in New-England; and I hope he will meet at leaft with 
mn equal reception here ; what that was, I leave to pu- 
blic intelligence. I am fuppofing a wild cafe ; that if 
there fhould be any perfon already receiving a monjjfcrous 
penijon out of this kingdom, who was inftrumental in 
procuring the patent, they have either not well consulted, 
their own inter efts, or Wood mull put more drofs into 
his copper, and ffcll diminifh its weight. 

Upon Wood's complaint, that the officers of the 
King's revenue here had already given orders to all the 
inferior officers not to receive any of his coin; the re- 
fort fays, that this cannot but be looked upon as a very 
extraordinary proceeding, and contrary to the powers 
given in the patent. The committee fay, " they cannot 
" advife his Majeiiy to give directions to the officers, of 
'" the revenue here, not to receive or utter any of the 
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*• (kid coin, as hath been defired in the addreffes of both 
" houfes ; but, on the contrary, they think it both juft 
M and reasonable, that the King fhonld immediately give 
** orders to the Commiflioners of the revenue, t*tc. to re* 
" voke all- orders, &c. that may have been given by 
" them to hinder orebftruct the receiving the faid coin. 1 * 
And accordingly, we are told, fuch orders are arrived* 
Now this was a caft of Wood's politics ; for his informa* 
tion was wholly falfe and ground lefs, which he knew very 
well ; and that the Commiflioners of the revenue here 
were all, except one, fent us from England, and love 
their employments too well to have taken fuch a ftep j 
but Wood was wife enough to confider, that fuch orders 
of revocation would be an open declaration of the crown 
in his favour, would put the government here under a 
difficulty, would make a noife, and poffibly create fome 
terror in the poor people of Ireland. And one great point 
he hath gained, that altho' any orders of revocation will < 
be needlefs, yet anew order is to be lent (and perhaps 
Is already here) to the Commiflioners of the revenue, and. 
all the King's officers in Ireland, that Wood's halfpence 
" be futfered and permitted, without any let, fuit, trouble, 
" moleftation, or denial of any of the King's officers or 
•* minifters whatfoever, to pafs, and be received as cur* 
** rent money 1>y fuch as lhall be willing to receive them.'* 
In this order there is no exception ; and therefore, as far 
as I can judge, it includes all officers, both' civil and mi- 
litary, from the Lord High Chancellor to a Juftice of Peace, 
and from the General to an Enfign ; fo that Wood's pre* 
ject is not likely to fail for want of managers enough. 
For my own part, as things ft and, I have but little re* 
gret to find mvielf out of the number ; and therefore I 
Stall continue in all humility to exhort and warn my fel- 
low- fubj efts never to receive or utter this coin, which 
will reduce the kingdom to beggary by much quicker and 
larger fteps than have hitherto been taken. 

But it i* ^eedlefe to argue any longer. The matter i* 
tone to an iffae. His Majefty purfuant to the law hath 
left the field open between Wood and the kingdom of 
Ireland. Wood hath liberty to offer his com, and we 
have law, reafon, liberty and neceffity to refufe it. A 
koaviih jockey may ride an old fcoadeced jade about the- 
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market, but none are obliged "to bay it. I hope the 
Words voluntary y and ivilli?ig to receive tt f will be un» 
derftood and applied in their true natural meaning, as 
commonly understood by Protectants For if a fierce cap- 
tain comes to my (hop to buy fix >ards of fcarlet cloth, 
followed by a porter laden with a* feck of Wood's coin 
upon his moulders ; if we are agreed about the price, and 
sny fcarlet lies ready cut upon the counter ; if he then 
gives me the word of command to receive my money in 
Wood's coin, and calls me a difafTected, Jacobite dog, 
for refuting it (altho 1 I am as .loyal a fubjecl as himfelf, 
and without hire) and thereupon feizes my cloth, leaving 
me the price in this odious copper, and bids me take my 
remedy : in this cafe I fhall hardly be brought to think,, 
that I am left to my own will. I fhall therefore on fuch 
occafions firft order the porter aforefaid to go off with 
his pack ; and then fee the money in filver and gold in 
sny poffeffion, before I cut or meafure my cloth. But if a 
common foldier drinks his pot firft, and then offers pay- 
ment in Wood's half-pence, the landlady may be under 
ibme difficulty ; for if fhe complains -to his captain or 
enfign, they are likewife officers included in this gene- 
ral order for encouraging thefe half- pence to pafs as cur- 
rent money. If fhe goes to a juftice of peace, he is alio 
an officer, to whom this general order is irire&ed. I do 
therefore advife her to follow my pradlice, which I have 
already begun*, and be paid for her goods before fhe parts 
with them. However, I fhould have been content, for 
ibme reafons, that the military gentlemen had been ex- 
cepted by name j becaufe I have heard it faid, that their 
discipline is beft confined within their own diftrift. 

His Majefty, in the conclufion of his anfwer to the 
addrefs of the houfe of Lords agajnft Wood's eoin, is plea- 
fed to fay, that *' he will do every thing in his power to 
'* thefatisfadtionof his people.*' it fhould feem therefore, 
that the recalling the patent is not to be underftood as a 
thing in his powerr But however, fince the lajv doth not 
oblige us to receive this coin, and confequendy the patent 
leaves it to our voluntary choice, there is nothing remain- 
ing to preferve us from ruin, but that the whole? kingdom 
fhould continue in a firm, determinate refolution never to 
receive or utter this fatal coin. After which let the offi- 
cers. 
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cers, to whom thefe orders are directed (I would wiK 
lingly except the military) come with their exhortations, 
their arguments, and their eloquence, to perfuade us* to 
find our intereft in our undoing. Let Wood and his ac- 
complices travel about the country with cart-loads, of 
their ware, and fee who will take it off their hands ; 
there will be no fear of his being robbed ; for a high- 
way-man would (corn to touch it. 

1 am only in pain how the CojnmhTioners of the re- 
venue will proceed in this juncture ; becaufe, I am told, 
they are obliged by ad of parliament to take nothing 
but gold and filver in payment for his Majefty's cuftoms: 
and 1 think they cannot jaftly offer this coinage of Mr 
Wood to others, unlefs they will he content to receive it 
themfelves. 

The fum of the whole is this : the " committee ad- 
** vifes the Xing to (end immediate orders to all his of* 
" ficers here,, that Wood's coin" be fuffered and permit- 
•' ted without any let, fuit, trouble, fcfr. to pais, and 
** to be received as current money by fuch as (hall be wil- 
* - ling to receive the fame." Jt is probable, that the 
firfl willing receivers may be thofe, who mult receive it 
whether they will or no, at lead: under the penalty of 
lofing an office. But the landed undepending men, the 
merchants, the mop-keepers, and bulk of the people, I 
hope, and am almoft confident, will never receive it. 
What muft the confequence be ? the owners will fell it 
for as roach as they can get. Wood's half- pence will come 
to be offered for fix a penny, (yet then he will be a fuf- 
ficient gainer) and the neceffary receivers will be lofers of 
two thirds in their faferies or pay. 

This puts me in min4 of a paffage I was told many 
years ago in England. At a quarter-feflion in Leicefter 
the juftices had wifely decreed to take off a half- penny in 
a quart from the price of £ie. One of them, who came 
in after the thing was determined, being informed of 
what had patted, faid thus : " Gentlemen, you have 
'< made an order, that ale fhould be fold in our county 
«' for three half- pence a quart ; I defire you will now 
" make another ta appoint who muft drink it ; for by 
G 1 will not." 

I muft beg leave to caution your Lordfhips and Wor- 
ships in one particular. Wood hath gracioufly promifed 
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to load os it prefent only with forty thoufand poinds of 
his coin, " until the exigencies of the kingdom require 
*< the reft/' 1 intreat you will never fuiFer Mr Wood to 
be a judge of your exigencies* While there is one piece 
of filver or gold left in the kingdom, he will call it an 
exigency. He will doable his prefent quantum by Health 
as loon as he can ; he will pour his own raps and coun- 
terfeits upon us ; France and Holland will do the fame ? 
nor will our own coiners at home be behind them : to 
confirm which, I have now in my pocket a rap, or coun- 
terfeit half-penny, in imitation of his ; but fo ill perform- 
ed, that in my conscience I believe it is not of his coining. 
I muft now defire your Lordfhips and Worfhips, that 
you will give great allowance for this long undigefted 
paper. I find myfelf to have gone into feveral repetitions; 
which were the effedls of hafte, while new thoughts fell 
in, to add fomething to what I had faid before. 1 think I 
may affirm, that I have fully anfwered every paragraph* 
in the report ; which altho' it be not unartfully drawn; 
and is perfectly in the fpirit of a pleader, who can find 
the moil plaufible topics in behalf of his client, yet there 
was no great feill required to dete& the many miftakes 
contained in it ; which however are by no means to be 
charged upon the right honourable committee, but upon 
the mod faUe, impudent, and fraudulent reprefentations 
of Wood and his accomplices. I defire one particular 
may dwell upon your minds, altho' I have mentioned k 
more than once ; that after all the weight laid upon pre- 
cedents, there is not one produced in the whole report* 
of a patent for coining copper in England to pais in Ire- 
land ; and only two patents referred to, (for indeed there 
were no more) which were both paffed in Ireland, by 
references to the King's council here, both lefs advan- 
tageous to the coiner than this of Wood ; and in both, 
" fecurities given to receive the coin at every call, and 
" give gold and filver in lieu of 'it." This demonftratea 
the moft flagrant falfhood and impudence of Wood, by 
which he would endeavour to make the right honourable 
committee his jnftruments (for his own illegal and exor- 
bitant gain) to ruin a kingdom, which has dfcfcrved quite 
different treatment. 

I 
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I am very fcnfiMe, that fuch a work as I have under- 
taken might have worthily employed a much better pen: 
but when a houfe is attempted to be robbed, it often, 
happens that the weakeft in the family runs firft to ftop- 
the door. All the afliftance I had, were fome informati- 
ons from an eminent perfon ; wherof I am afraid I have 
fpoiled a few by endeavouring to make them of a piece 
with my own productions, -and the reft I was not able to 
manage : I was in the cafe of David, who could not 
move m the armour of Saul ; and therefore I rather chofe 
to attack this uncircumcifed Philiftine (Wood I mean) 
with a fling and a jlone. And I may fay for Wood's ho- 
nour, as well as my own, that he refembles Goliah in 
many circumftances very applicable to the prefent 'pur- 
pofe: for Goliah had " a helmet of brafs upon his head, 
" and he was armed with a coat of mail, and the weight 
" of the coat was five thoufand fhekels of brafs, and he 
" had greaves of brafs upon his legs, and a target of 
" brafs between his fhoulders." In fhort, he was like 
Mr Wood, all over bra/s, and be defied the armies of 
the Irving Cod. Goliah's conditions of combat were 
like wife the fame with thofe of Wood : * if he prevail 
* againit us, then (hall we be his fervants.' But if it 
happens that I prevail over him, I renounce the other 
part of the condition ; he (hall never be a (ervant of 
mine ; for I do not think him fit to be trufted in any 
honeft man's fhop. 

I will conclude with my humble defire and reaueft* 
which 1 made in my (econd letter, that your Lordfhips 
and Worfhips would pleafe to order a declaration to be 
drawn up, expreffing in the ftrongeft terms your refolu- 
tions never to receive or utter any of Wood's half-pence, 
or farthings; and forbidding your tenants to receive- 
them : that the faid declaration may be figned by as 
many perfons as poifible*, who have eftates in this king- 
dom, and be fent down to your feveral tenants afore- 
faid. 

And if the' dread of Wood's half-pence fhould con- 
tinue untif next quarter- feilions, which I hope it will not,. 

the 

* A declaration purfuant to this requeft was figned (bon after 
by the mod considerable perfons of the kingdom, which was aoi~ 
verftlly iprcad, and of great uie. 
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the gentlemen of every county will then have a fair op* 
portunity of declaring againit them' with unanimity' and 
zeal. 



I am t <witb tbi gnateft refpefl* 



(may it f haft your Lordjktys and lVor/hips.) 



your mft dutiful and 



pbtdiint ftr*uant, 



Aug. 25. 1724* 



M.B, 
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LETTER IV. 

i 

To the whole People of Ireland. 

My dear countrymen, 

HAVING already written three letters upon 
fo difagreeableaiubjecl: as Mr Wood and his half- 
pence, 1 conceived my tafk Was at an end ; but I find 
that cordials muft be frequently applied to weak conftitu- 
tions, political as well as natural. A people long ufed to 
hardlhips lofe by degrees the very notions of liberty ; 
they look upon themfelves as creatures at mercy, and 
that all impofitions laid on them by a ftronger hand are, 
m the phrafe of the report y legal and obligatory. Hence 
proceed that poverty and lownefs 6f fpirit, to which a 
kingdom may be fubjeft, as well as a particular perfon* 
And when Efau came fainting from the field at the point 
to die, it is no wonder that he fold his birtb-right for a 
ntefs of pottage, 

I thought T had fufficfently fhewn to all who could 
want infliruttion, by what methods they might fafely 
proceed, whenever this coin fhould be offered to them : 
and I believe, there hath not been for many ages an ex- 
ample of any kingdom fo firmly united in a point of great 
importance, as this of ours is at prefent againft that de- 
tectable fraud. But however, it fo happens, that fome 
weak people begin to be alarmed a-new by rumours in- 
duftrioofly fpread. Wood prefcribes to the news-mong- 
ers in London what they are to write. In one of their 
papers publifhed here by fome obfcure printer (and cer- 
tainly with a bad defign) we are told, that the Papiils in 
Ireland have entered into an aflbciation againft his coin : 
altho* it be notorioufly known, that they never once of. 
fered to ftir in the matter ; fo that the two houfes of Par- 
liament, the Privy-council, the great numbers of corpo- 
rations, the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin, the 
grand-juries, and principal gentlemen of feveral counties,, 
are ftigmatized in a lump under the name of Papifts. 

This 



60 % The DRAPIER's LETTERS. 

This impollor and his crew do likewife give out, that 
by refufmg to receive his drofs for fterling, we " difpute 
" the King's prerogative, are grown ripe for rebellion, 
" and ready to fhake off the dependency of Ireland upon 
" the crown of England." To countenance which re- 
ports he hath publifhed a paragraph in another news- 
paper to let us know, that " the Lord Lieutenant is 
" ordered to come over immediately to fettle his half- 
" pence." 

I kitreat you, my dear countrymen, not to be under 
the lead concern upon thefe, and the like rumours, which 
are no more than the laft howls of a dog directed alive, 
as I hope he hath fufficiently been. Thefe calumnies 
are the only refeive that is left him. Por furely our con- 
tinued and (almoft) unexampled loyalty will never be 
called in queftion for not fuffering ourfelves to be robbed 
of all that we have by one obfcure iron-monger. 

As to difputing the King's prerogative, give me 
leave to explain to thofe who are ignorant, what the 
meaning of that word, prerogative, is. 

The Kings of thefe realms .enjoy feveral powers, 
wherein the laws have not interpofed ; Co they can make 
war and peace without the confent of Parliament, and 
this is a very great prerogative : but if the Parliament 
doth not approve of the war, the King mujl bear the 
charge of it out of his own purfe ; and this is as great 
a check on the crown. So the King hath a prerogative 
to com money without confent of Parliament : but he 
cannot compel the fubjed to take that money, except it 
be fterling, gold or filver; becaufe herein he is limited 
by law. Some princes have indeed extended their pre- 
rogative farther than the law allowed them : wherein * 
however the lawyers of fucceeding ages, as fond as they 
are of precedents, have never dared to juftify them. 
But, to fay the truth, it is only of late times that prero- 
gative hath been fixed and , afcertained. For whoever 
reads the hiftory of England will find, that fome former 
Kings, and thofe none of the worft, have upon feveral oc- 
cafions ventured to controul the laws, with very little ce- 
remony or fcruple, even later than the days of Queen 
Elizabeth. In her reign, that pernicious counfel of fend- 
ing bafe money hither rcry narrowly Med of lotting 

the 
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tbe kingdom ; being complained of by the Lord De- 
puty, the Council, and the whole body of the Englitfi 
here : fo that, foon after her death, it was recalled by her 
fucceflbr, and lawful money paid in exchange. 

Having thus given you fome notion of what is meant 
by the King's prerogative, as far as a tradefman can he 
thought capable of explaining it, I will only add the o- 
pinion of the great Lord Bacon, that, " as God governs 
" the world by the fettled laws of nature, which he hath 
" made r and never tranfcends thofe laws but upon high, 
" important occafions : fo, among earthly princes, thofe 
" are the wifeft and the beft, who govern by the known 
" laws of the country, and feldomeit make ufe of thek 
" prerogative." 

Now here you may fee, that the vile accufation of 
Wood and his accomplices, charging us with difputing 
the King's prerogative, by refufing his brafs, can have no 
place ; becaufe compelling the fubject. to take any coin, 
which is not fterling, is no part of «the King's preroga- 
tive ; and I am very confident, if it were fp, we fhould 
be the laft of his people to difpute it, as well from that 
inviolable loyalty we have alwife paid to his Majefly, as 
from the treatment we might in fuch a cafe juftly expedl 
from fome, who feem to think we have neither common 
fcnfi % nor common fenfeu But, God be thanked, the beft 
of them are only our fellow- fubjetts, and not our ma- 
tters. One great merit I am fure we have, which thofe 
of Engliih birth can have no pretence to, that our.an- 
ceftors reduced this kingdom to the obedience of En- 
gland ; for which we have been rewarded with a worfe 
climate, the privilege of being governed bylaws to which 
we do not confent, a ruined trade, a houljb of Peers 
without jurifdiclibn, almoft an incapacity for all employ- 
ments, and the dread of Wood's halfpence. 

But we are *b far from difputing the King's preroga- 
tive in coining, that We own he hath power to give a pa- 
tent to any man for fetting his royal image'and fupeffcri- 
ption upon whatever materials he pleafes ; and liberty to 
the patentee to offer them in any country from England 
to Japan, only attended with one (mall limitation, that 
no body alive is obliged to take them. 
Upon thefe ccnfiderations 1 was ever againft all re- 
Vol. III. F v couife 
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-courfe to England for a remedy againft the prefent im- 
pending evil ; efpecially when I obferved, that the ad- 
-dreffes of both houfes after long expectance produced 
nothing but a report altogether in favour of Wood ; 
upon which I made fome observations in a former letter, 
and might at leaft have made as many more ; for it is a 
paper of as fingular a nature as I ever beheld. 

But I mi (take ; for before this report was made, his 
Majefty's molt gracious anfwer to the houfe of Lords was 
.fent over, and printed ; wherein are thefe words, grant- 
ing the patent for coining half -fence and farthings ^ agree- 
able TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS,. 

&c. That King Charles II. and King James II. (and 
they only) did grant patents for this purpofe, is in- 
clifpu table, and 1 have (hewn it at large. Their patents 
were paired under the great feal of Ireland, by refe- 
rences to Ireland, the copper to be coined in Ireland ; the 
patentee was bound on demand to receive his coin back 
in Ireland, and pay filver and gold in return. Wood's 
patent was made under the great feal of England, the 
brafs coined in England, not the leaft reference made to 
Ireland ; the fum immenie, and the patentee under no 
obligation to receive it again, and give good money for 
it. This I only mention, becaufe in my private thoughts 
I have fometimes made a query, whether the penner of 
thofe words in his Majefty's mofl gracious anfwer, a- 

CREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDE- 
CESSORS, had maturely confidered the feveral circum* 
ftances, which in my poor opinion feem to make a dif> 
ference.* 

Let me now fay fomething concerning the other great 
caufe of fome people's fear, as Wood has taught the 
London news-writer to exprefs it, that bis Excellency tbt 
"Lord Lieutenant is coming over to Jettle Wooa"s half -fence. 

We know very well, that the Lords Lieutenants for fe-- 
veral years paft have not thought this kingdom worthy 
the honour of their refidence, longer than was abfolutely 
necefTary for the King's bufinefs ; which confequently 
wanted no fpeed in the difpatch. And therefore it na- 
turally fell into molt men's thoughts that a new governor, 

coming 

\, 
• See the note at the end of this lette 
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coming at an unufual time, muft portend Come anufual 
bufinefs to be done ; efpecially if the common report 
be true, that the Parliament, prorogued to I know not- 
when, is by a new fnmmons revoking that prorogation* 
to auemble foon after his arrival ; for which extraordi- 
nary proceeding the lawyers on t'other fide the water 
have by great good fortune found two precedents. 

All this being granted, it can never enter into my 
bead, that io little a creature as Wood could find credit- 
enough with the King and his ministers to have the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland fent hither in a hurry upon* 
his errand* 

For, let us take the whole matter nakedly, as it lies* 
before us, without the refinements of fome people, with* 
which we have nothing to do. Here ts a- patent granted • 
under the great feal of England, upon- falfe fuggeftiohs, 
to one William Wood for coining copper half-pence for 
Ireland : the Parliament here, upon apprehenfions of the' 
worft confequences from the faid patent, addrefs the King . 
to have it recalled : this is refufed, and a committee of 
the Privy-council report to his Majefty, that Wood has -• 
performed the conditions of his patent. He then is left 
to do the beft he can with his half- pence, no man being;, 
obliged to receive them ; the people here being likewife-' 
left to themfelves unite as one man, refolving they will, 
have nothing to do- with his ware. By this plain account' 
of the fa£ it is manifeft, that the King and his miniftry- 
are wholly out of the cafe, and the matter is left to be 
difputed between him and us. Will any man therefore* 
attempt to perfuade me, that a Lord Lieutenant is to be. 
difpatched over in great bade before the ordinary time,, 
and a parliament fummoned by anticipating a. prorogati- 
on,, merely to put an hundred thoufand pounds into the- 
pocket of a fharper by the ruin of a moft loyal kingdom h' 

But fuppofing all this to be true, by what arguments < 
could a Lord Lieutenant prevail on the fame Parliament, 
which addrefled with fo much zeal and earneil nefs againft 
this evil, to pafs it into a. law ? I am fure their opinion 
of Wood and his project- are not mended fince their laft . 
prorogation ; and fuppofing thofe methods fhould be u- 
fed, which detractors tell us- have been fometimes put in 
practice for gaining votes, it is well known, that in this 

E z. kmg- 4 
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kingdom there are few employments to be given ; and* 
if there were more, it is as well known to whofe fhare 
they muft fall. 

But, becaufe great numbers of you are jd together ig- 
norant of the affairs of your country, I will tell you fome 
reafons, why there are fo few employments, to be difpo- 
fed of in 'this kingdom. All confiderable offices for life 1 
here are poflefledoy thofe, to whom the reveriions were 
granted ; and thefe have been generally followers of the 
chief governors, or perfons who had intereft in the court 
of England ; fo the Lord Berkely of Stratton holds that 
£reat office of Matter of the Rolls ; the Lord Palmerftown. 
3* firft Remembrancer, worth near 2000 /. per annutn. 
One Dodington, Secretary to' the Eari of Pembroke, beg- 
ged the reverfion of Clerk of the Pells, worth 2500/. a* 
year, which he now enjoys by the death of die Lord 
Newtown. Mr Southwell is Secretary of State, and the 
Earl of Burlington Lord High Treafurer of Ireland by in- 
heritance. Thefe are only a few among many others,* 
which I have been told of, but cannot remember. Nay, 
the reverfion" of feveral employments during pleasure ia 
granted the fame way. This among many others is a 
circumfhmce, whereby the kingdom of Ireland is diffin-r 

r'ftied from all other nations upon earth, and makes it 
difficult an affair to get into a civil employ, that Mr 
Addifon was forced to purchase an old obfeure place, 
called Keeper of the Records in Bermingkam's tower, of ten 
pounds a-year, and to get a»falary of 400/. annexed to 
it, tho y all the records there are not worth half a crown, 
either for curiolity or ufe. And we lately few * a fa- 
vourite Secretary defcend to-be Matter of the Revels* 
which by hi* credit and extortion he hath made pretty 
considerable. I fay nothing *>f the Under-treaftrermip, 
worth about 9000/. a-year, nor of the Coram iffioner* of 
the revenue, row of whom gaierally live in England ; for 
I think 'tone of thefe are granted in rever&uf. But the jeft 
is, that I have known upon occasion fome of thefe abfent 
officers as keen againft the- intereft of Ireland, as if they 
had never been indebted to her for* a fingle groat. 
I con&6 I have been foffietimes tempted to. wifh, that 

this 

* Mr Hopkins, Secretary to the Duke of Gntftoa. 
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this project of Wood might fucceed f becaufe I reflected 
with fbme pleafure, what a jolly crew it would, bring o- 
ver among us of Lords, and 'Squires, and pensioners of 
both fexes, and officers civil and military, where we 
fhould live together as merry and fociable as beggars;* 
only with this one abatement* that we fhould neither 
have meat to feed, nor manufactures to cloath us, unleis 
we could be content to prance about in coats of mail, or 
eat brafs as oftrjdges do iron* 

' I return from this digreffion to that which gave me 
the occafion of making it ; and I believe you are now ' 
convinced, that if the Parliament of Ireland were as 
temptable as any other aflembly within a mile of Chri- 
ftendom (which God forbid ;) yet the managers muft of 
neceffity fail for want of tools to work witjn But I will 1 
yet go one ftep further by fuppofing, that a hundred new 
employments were erected on purpofe to gratify com-' 
pliers : yet ftill an infuperable difficulty would remain. 
For it happens, I know not how, that money is neither, 
whig nor tory, neither of town nor country party ; and 
it is not improbable, that a gentleman would rather 
chafe to live upon his own eitate, which brings him gold 
and filver, than with the addition of an employments 
when his rents and falary muft both be paid ia Wood's 
brafs. at above eighty per cent, difcount. 

For. thefe, and many other reafons, I am confident: 
you need not be under the leafl apprehensions from the 
fudden expectation of the Lord Lieutenant*, while we: 
continue in our prefent hearty difpofition, to alter which* 
no faitable temptation can poffibly be offered. And if*. 
as I have often afterted from, the beft authority, the law 
hath not left a power in Ae crown to force any, money,, 
except fterling, upon the tfubject ; much lefc can the* 
crown devolve fuch a power upon; another. 

This I fpeak with the utmoft refpect to the perform 
and dignity of his Excellepcy the Lord CartereV whofo 
character was lately given me by a gentleman, that hath 
known him from- his firft appearance in the world : that 
gentleman defcribes him as a young man of great accom- 
ptifhments, excellent learning, regular in his life, and of 

F 3 much* - 

» f Lord Carteret, now Ear) GraimBc, 
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much fpirit and vivacity. He hath fince, as I have hear<T, 
been employed abroad ; was principal Secretary of Stater 
and is now about -the thirty feventh year of his age ap- 
pointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. - From fuch a go»- 
vernor this kingdom may reafonably hope for as much 
profperity as, under fo many discouragements, it can be 
capable of receiving. 

It is true indeed, that within the memory of man there 
have been governors of fo much dexterity, as to carrjr 
points of terrible confequence to thisr kingdom by their 
power with thofe who are m office ; and by their arts int 
managing or deluding others with oaths, affability, and 
even with dinners If Wood*s brafs had ki thofe times* 
been upon the anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive 
what methods would have been taken. Depending per- 
fons would have been told in plain terms, that it was a. 
iervice expected from them, under the pain of the pu- 
blic bufinefs being put into more complying hands. O- . 
thets. would be allured by promifes. To the country 
gentlemen, befides good words ^ burgundy, and clofet- 
ing, it might perhaps have been hinted, how kindly it 
would be taken to comply with a royal patent, altho' it 
were not compulfory : that if any inconveniencies enfued, 
it might be made up with other graces or favours here- 
after : that gentlemen ought to confider whether' it were 
prudent or fafe to difguft England : they would be de- 
fired to think of fome good bills for ejneouraging of trade r 
and fetting the poor to work ; fome further a£ts again ft 
Popery, and for uniting Proteftants. There would be 
folemn engagements, that we mould never be troubled 
with above forty thoufand pounds in his coin, and all 
of the beft and weightieft fort,* for which we mould only 
give our manufactures in exchange, and keep our gold 
and filver at home. Perhaps a feafonable report of fome 
invalion would have been fpread in the mod proper jun- 
cture ; which is a great fmoother of rubs in public pro- 
ceedings : and we mould have been told, that this was 
so time to create differences, when the kingdom was 
in danger. 

These, I fey, and the like methods, would in corrupt 
times have been taken to let in this delugeof brafs among 
us i and, I am confident* even then would not have 

fucceededi 
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fucceeded ; much lefs under the adminiftration of fb ex- 
cellent a perion as the Lord Carteret ; and in a conn* 
try where the people of all ranks, parties and denomi- 
nations, are convinced to a man, that the utter undoing 
of themfelves and their pofterity for ever will be dated' 
from the admiffion of that execrable coin that if it once . 
enters, it can be no more confined to a fmall or moderate 
quantity, than a plague can be confined to a few fami- 
lies ; and that no- equivalent can he given by any earthly * 
power, any more than a dead earcafe can, be recovered 
to life by a cordial. 

There is one comfortable circumftanceh* this univer- 
fal opposition to Mr Wood, that the people fent over hi- 
ther from England to fill up our vacancies, ecclefiaftical, 
civil, and military, are all on our fide. Money, the great 
divider of the world, hath by a ftrange revolution been- 
the great uniter of a raoft divided people. Who would 
leave a hundred pounds a-year in England (a country, of* 
freedom) to be paid a thoofand in Ireland out of Wood's- 
exchequer? The gentleman they have lately made pri- 
mate*, would never quit his feat in an Englifh houfe of 
Lords, and his preferments at Oxford and Briftol worth 
twelve hundred pounds a-year, for four times the deno- 
mination here, but not half the value ; therefore I ex- 
pect to hear he wiM be as good an Irifhman, at leaft up- 
on this one article", as any of his brethren, or even of us, 
who have had the misfortune to be born in this ifland : 
for thofe who, in the common phrafe, do not come hi- 
ther to learn the language, would never change a better 
country for a worfe, to receive brafs inftead of gold. 

Another flander -fpread by Wood and his emiflaries, 
is, that by oppoftng him we difcover an inclination to 
fhake off our dependence upon the crown of England. 
Pray obferve how important a perfon is this fame Wil- 
liam Wood ; and how the public weal of two kingdoms 
is involved in his private intereft. Firft, all thofe who 
refufe to take his coin are Papifts ? for he tells us, that 
none but Papifts are aiToCiated again ft him. Secondly, 
£ey,difpute the King's prerogative. Thirdly, they are 
fipe'for rebellion. And. fourthly, they are going to- 
bake off their dependence upon the crown of England ; 

that 
J Pr« Hugh Boulter* 
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that is to fay, they are going to chafe another King ; 
for there can be no other meaning in this expreifion*- 
however fome may pretend to (train it. 

And this gives me an opportunity o£ explaining to 
thofe who are ignorant another point, which hath ofter* 
fwelled in my breaft. Thofe who come over hither to us 
from England, and fome weak people among ourfelves,. 
whenever in difcourfe we make mention of liberty and 
property, ihake their heads, and tell us, that * Ireland- 
is a defending kingdom ; as if they would feem by this 
phrafe to intend, that the people of Ireland are in fome 
ftate of Slavery or dependence different from thofe of 
England : whereas a depending kingdom is a modern term 
of art, unknpwn as I have hoard to all antient civilians,, 
and writers upon government ; and Ireland is, on the 
contrary, called in fome ftatutes an imperial cronm, as 
held only from God ; which is as high a ftyle as any 
kingdom is capable of receiving. Therefore by this ex- 
preffion, a depending kingdom , there is no more to be an* 
derftood than that, by a ftatute made here in the thirty 
third year of Henry VIII. " the King, and his fucceflors,. 
"are to be Kings imperial of this realm, as united and 
u knit to the imperial crown of England." I have look- 
ed over all the Engliih and Irifh ftatutes without finding 
any law, that makes Ireland depend upon England, any 
more than England doth upon Ireland. We have indeed 
obliged ourfelves to have the fame King with them ; and 
consequently they are obliged to have the fame King with 
us. For the law was made by our own Parliament ; and 
our anceftors then were not fuch fools (whatever theyT 
were in the proceeding reign) to bring themfejves under 
I know not what dependence, which is now talked of^ 
without any ground of law, reafon, or common fenfe. 

Let whoever think otherwife,- J, M. B. drapier, de- 
fire to be excepted : for I declare, next under God, I 
depend only on the King my Sovereign, and on the laws 
of my own countfyv And I am fo far from depending up- 
on the people of England, that, if they lhould ever re- 
bel againft my Sovereign (which God forbid) I would 
be ready at the firft command from his Majefty to take 

anna. 

• Sec the note at the end of thi^kttciv , 
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arms againft them, as forte of my countrymen did a- 
gainft theirs at Predon. And if fuch a rebellion mould, 
prove fo fuceefsful as to fix the pretender on the throne of 
England, I would venture^ tranfgrefs that ftatute fo far, 
as to lofe every drop of my' blood to hinder him from* 
being King of Ireland*. 

It is true indeed, that within the memory of man the 
parliaments of England have fometimes afiumed the 
power of binding this kingdom by laws enabled there ;: 
wherein they were at firft openly oppofed (as far as truth,, 
reafon, and juftice are capable of oppofing) by the fa- 
mous Mr Molineux, an Englifh gentleman born here, as 
well as by feveral of the greateft patriots and beft vvhigs: 
in England ; but the love and torrent of power prevailed. 
Indeed the arguments en both fides were invincible; 
For in reafon, all government without, the can fen t of the 
governed, is the very definition of flattery : but in fa<ft*. 
eleven men well armed will certainly fubdue one fingle 
ttan in his ihkt. But I have done : for thofe who have 
ufed power to cramp liberty, have gone fo far as to re* 
feat even the liberty of complaining ; altho' a man upon- 
the rack was never known to be refufed the liberty of 
roaring as loud as he thought fit. 

Akd» as we are apt to fink too much under ttm>eafon~ 
able fears, fo we are too foon inclined to be railed by 
gronndlefs hopes, according to the nature of all confirm- 
ptive bodies tike ours. Thus it hath been given about: 
for feveral days paft, tkatfomehdj in England empower- 
ed a.fecond fomtbody to write to a .third fomebedp here to 
afore us, that we mould no more be troubled with thefe 
half-pence. And this is reported to have been done by. 
the f fame perfon, who is faid to have fworn fome. 
months ago, that he would ram them down their throat* 
(tho' I doubt they Would ftick in our ftanutchi :) but; 
which ever of thefe reports be true or fafie, it is no con- 
cern of ours. For in this point we have nothing to do 
with EngHfli mmiiters : and I fhould be forr'y to leave- 
it in their power. t# i^drcfs this grievance, or to enforce* 
it;, for the report of the committee hath given me a- 

forfeit*. 

• This paragraph gave great offence. See letter V, 
f Mr Walpole, afterwards Earl of Orford. 
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forfeit. The remedy is wholly in your own hands-; and 
therefore I have digrefTed a little, in order to refrefhs 
and continue that fpirit fo feafonably raifed amongfl you ; 
and to let you lee, that by the laws of God, o£ nature, 
of nations, and of your country > you are, and ought to be 
as free a people as your brethren in England. 

If the pamphlets publifhed at London by Wood and 
his journeymen^ in defence of his caufe, were reprinted 
here, and that our countrymen could be perfuaded to 
read them, they would convince you of his wicked de- 
iign, more than all I ihall ever be able to fay. In fhort,. 
I. make him a perfect faint in comparifon of what he ap- 
pears to be from the writings of thole- whom he hires, to 
juftify his project. But he is fo far matter of the field, 
(let others guefs the reafon) that no London printer dare 
publifh any paper written- in favour of Ireland : and here- 
no body hath yet been fo bold as to publifh any thing in. 
favour of him. 

- Theue was, a few days ago, a pamphlet fent me of- 
near fifty page.s, written in favour of Mr Wood, and his- 
coinage, printed in London : it is.not worth anfwering,. 
becaufe probably it will never be publifhed here. But it 
gave me occafion to reflect upon an unhappinefs we li«- 
under, that the people of England are utterly ignorant of 
our cafe ; which however is no wonder, fince it is a point* 
they do not in the leaft concern themfelves about, far- 
• ther than perhaps as a (ubjecl of dt&ourfe in a coffee- 
houfe, when they have nothing elfe to talk of. For f : 
have reafon to believe* that no minifler ever gave him- 
felf the trouble of reading any papers written in oar de- 
fence ; becaufe 1 fuppofe their opinions are already de*. 
termined, and are formed wholly upon the reports of - 
Wood and his accomplices ; elfe it- would be impoflible, 
that atiy man could have the impudence to write fuch a. 
pamphlet as- 1 have mentioned. 

Our neighbours, whofc understandings are juft upon a 
level with. ours (which perhaps are none of the brighteft) 
have a ftrong contempt for m oft nations,, but efpeciaily 
for Ireland. They look upon us- as a fort offawage. Jrifh, 
whom our anceftors conquered feverat hundred years a- 
go. And if I fhould defcribe the Britons to you as they 
were in- Csefar's time, when they painted their bodies, or 

clotted. 
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clothed themfelves with the fkios of beafts, I fhould a& 
full as reafonably as they do. However, they are fo far 
4o be excufed in relation to the prefent fubjecl, that hear- 
ing only one fide of the caufe, and having neither op- 
portunity nor curiofity to examine the other, they be- 
lieve a lie merely for their eafe ; and conclude, becaufe 
Mr Wood pretends to have power, he hath alio reafon 
on his fide. 

Ther efor e, to let you fee how this cafe is reprefented 
in England by Wood and his adherents, I have thought 
it proper to extract "out of that pamphlet a few o£ thofe 
notorious falfhoods in point of fact and reafonmg contain- 
ed therein, the knowledge whereof will confirm my 
countrymen in their own right fentimeqt?, when they 
will fee, by comparing both, how much their enemies 
are in the wrong. 

First, the writer poiitively aflerts, " that Wood's 
" half-pence were current among us for feveral months, 
" with the universal approbation of all people, without 
" one Angle gainfayer ; and we all, to a man, thought 
u ourfelves happy in having them." 

Secondly, he affirms, " that we were drawn into a 
" diflike o>f them only by forae cunning, evil-defigning 
" men among us, who .oppofed this patent of Wood to 
" get another for themfelves." 

Thirdly, " that thofe, who moft declared at firft a- 
" gainft Wood's patent, were the very men who intend 
" to get another for their own advantage." 

Fourthly, " that our Parliament and Privy-council, 
" the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin, the grand 
" juries and merchants, and in fhort the whole kingdom, 
" nay, the very dogs (as he exprefleth it) were fond of 
" thofe half-pence, till they were inflamed by thofe few 
" defigning perfons aforefaid." 

Fifthly, he fays diredlly, ** that all thofe who op- 
" pofed the half-pence, were Papifts, and enemies to 
" King George." 

Thus far, I am confident, the moil ignorant among 
you can fafely fwear from your own knowledge, that the 
author is a moft notorious liar in every article; the di- 
ftft contrary being fo manifeft to the whole kingdom, 

that; 
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that if occaflon required, we might get it confirmed un- 
der five hundred thoufand hands. 

Sixthly, he would perfuade us, " that if we fell five 
"** (hillings worth of our goods or manufactures for two 
44 (hillings and four pence worth of copper, a*ltho' the 
46 copper were melted down ; and that we could get five 
'" Shillings in gold and filver for the {aid goods; yet to 
" take the faid two (hillings and four pence in copper 
44 would be greatly for our advantage." 

And, laitly, he makes us a very fair offer, as empow- 
ered by Wood, " that if we will take off two hundred 
41 thoufand pounds in his half-pence for our goods, and 
41 likewife pay him three per cent, intereft for thirty years 
" for an hundred and twenty thoufand pounds (at which 
• c he computes the coinage above the intrinf c value of 
" the copper) for the loan of his coin, he will after that 
4 '.time give us good money for what 4 half-pence will be 
•'then left." 

Let me place this offer in as clear a light as T can, to 
(hew the infupportable villainy and impudence of that in- 
corrigible wretch. Firft ((ays he) " I will fend two hun- 
" dred thoufand pounds of my coin into your country : 
*' the copper I compute to be, in real value, eighty thou- 
4< fand pounds, and I charge you with an hundred and 
" twenty thoufand pounds for the coinage ; fo that you 
" fee, I lend you an hundred and twenty thoufand 
" pounds for thirty years ; for which you (hall pay me 
" three per cent ; that is to fay, three thoufand fix hun- 
*' dred pounds per annum, which in thirty years will a- 
41 mount to an hundred and eight thoufand pounds. And 
" when thefe thirty years are expired, return me my 
44 eopper, and I will give you good money for it." 

This is the proposal made to us by Wood in that 
pamphlet written by one of his commiflioners : and the 
author is fuppofed to be the fame infamous Coleby, -one 
of his under-fwearers at the committee of council, who 
was tried for robbing the treafury here, where he was an 
nnder-clerk. 

By this propofal he will firft receive two hundred thou- 
fand pounds, in goods or fterling, for as much copper 
as he values at eighty thoufand pounds, but in reality 
•not worth thirty thoufand pounds. Secondly, he will 

receive 
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ttcetve for intereft an hundred and eight Aowfand- 
pounds : and when our children come thirty years hence 
to return his halfpence upon his executors, (for before 
that time 'he will be probably gone tp bis mum place) 
thofe executors will very reasonably reject them as raps 
and counterfeits, which they will be, and millions of 
jhem of his own coinage, 

Methinks I am fond of fuch a dealer as this, who 
mends every day upon our hands like a Dutch reckoning* 
wherein if you difpute the unreafonablenefs and exorbi* 
Unce of the bill, the landed {hall bring it up every time 
With new additions. 

Altho' thefe and the like pamphlets published by 
Wood in London are altogether unknown here, where 
do body could read them without as much indignation 
as contempt would allow ; yet J thought it proper to give 
you a fpecimen how the man employs his time, where he 
rides alone without any creature to contradict him; while 
ou* fjbw friends there wonder at our (iknce : and the 
Engliih in general, if they think of this » matter at all, 
impute our refufal to wilfulness or di&tfe&ion, juft as 
Wood, and his hirelings are pleafed to reprefent. 

But altho' our arguments are not fuffered to be print- 
ed in England, yet the eonfequence will be of little mo- 
ment. Let Wood endeavour to perfuade the people 
there, that we ought to receive his coin ; and let me 
convince our people here, that they ought to rtjed it 
under pain of our utter undoing ; and then let him do 
his befi and his worjl. 

Before I conclude, I mud: beg leave in all humility to 
tell Mr Wood, that he is guilty of great indifcretion by 
caufing fo honourable a name as that of Mr Walpole t<* 
be mentioned fo often and in fuch a manner upon this oc- 
cafion. A fhort paper printed at Briftol, and reprinted 
here, reports Mr Wood to fay, " That he wonders at the 
" impudence and infolence of the Iriih in refuting his coin, 
•' and what he Will do when Mr Walpole comes to town." 
Where by the waj? he is miftaken ; for it is the trut 
ftngkfh people of Ireland who refufe it, altho' we take it 
for granted, that the Iriih will do fo too whenever they 
are afked. In another printed paper of his contriving, it 
is roundly expreffed, that Mr Walpole will cram bit braft 

Vol, III. - G " dvwn 
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Uown our throats. Sometimes it is given out, that we 
muft either fake thefe half -pence, or tat our brogues : and 
in another news-letter, bat of yefterday, we read, that 
the fame great man bath /worn io make us /wallow his 
coin in fire-balls. 

This brings to my mind the known ftory of a Scotch 
man, who receiving the fentence of death with ail the 
circumftances of hangings behtading, quartering, em- 
bo<welling t and the like, cried out, What need all this 
Cookery ? and I think we have reafon te afk the fame 
queftion ; for, if we believe Wood, here is a dinner get- 
ting ready for us ; and you fee the bill- «/ fare ; and I 
aim forry the drink was forgot, which might eafily be 
Supplied with melted lead and flaming pitch. 

What vile words -are thefe to pat into the month of a 
great counfellor, in high truft wkh his Majefty,; and 
looked upon as <a prime lirinifter? If Mr Wood hsfth ho 
better a manner ofreprefenting his patrons, when I Come 
to be a great man he (hall never be fuffered to attend at 
my levee. This k not the ftyle of a gfeat miaifter ; it 
favours too much of the kettle md the furnace, md came 
entirely oat of Wood's forge. 

As for the threat of making us eat our brogues, we 
need not be in pain ; for if his coin fhould' pafs, that 
unpolite covering for the feet would no longer be a national 
reproach ; becaufe then we fhould have neither Jhoe nor 
brogue left in the kingdom. But here the falihood of 
Mr Wood is fairly detected; . for I am confident Mr 
Walpole never heard of a brogue in his. whole life. 

As *0 fiwalloiving thefe halfpence in fire-balls, it is a 
ftory equally improbable. Porto execute this operation, 
the whole flock of Mr Wood's coin and metal rauft be 
melted down and moulded into hollow balls with wild- 
fire, no bigger than a reasonable throat may foe able to 
f wallow. Now, the metal he hath prepared and already 
coined, will amount to at lead fifty millions of half pence 
*o be fiwallemued by a million and an half of people ; fo 
that, allowing two half-pence to each ball, , there will be 
about feventeen balls of wild-fire a-piece to be Avallowed 
by every perfbn in the kingdom ; and, to adminifler this 
dofe, there cannot be conveniently fewer than fifty thou* 
land oferaton, allowing' one operator to every thirty'; 

which 
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wnicfi, confidering the fqueemi/hnefs of fome ftomachs, 
and the peevijhneft ^H young children, is. but reafonable. 
Now, under corre&ibn of oetter judgments* I think the 
trouble and charge of fitch an experiment would exceed 
the. profit; and therefore I take this report to be fpurious* 
or, atleaft, only a new fche'me of Mr- Wood himfelf^ 
which, to make it pais the better* in Ireland, he would 
father upon a mimjttr of fate. 

' But l will bow demonstrate, beyond all contradi&iony 
that Mr Walpole is againft this project of Mr Wood, and: 
is an entire friend to Ireland, only by this one invincible 
argument, that he has the univerial opinion of being 9t 
wife man, an able minifter, and in all his proceedings 
purfmng the. true interefl: of the King his mafter; and 
that as nit integrity is above all corruption* fa is his for- 
tune above all temptation. I reckon, therefore, we are 
perfeitly iafe from that corner, and fhall never be under 
the neceJfity of contending with fo formidable a power 9 
hot be left to pofTeik our brogues and potatoes in peace* 
as * remote from thunder as *we are from Jupiter* 

I am, my deter countrpnm* 

jour lowing fello*w-fuBje8 r 

/e/low-fitfferer, and 

humble fervaxt^ 

©ftob. >3, 1724; M.K 

* Procul a Jove, procul *fubnf*e+ 

Upon the -arrival of Lord Carteret, (bo* arler the publication: 
of thi*. letter* the paflagts from which this note is referred tor 
were (elected as (ufficicnt ground for prb&cution, and a procla. 
station was pubUihed by his Excellency and council, offering av 
reward of three hundred pounds for diicovering the author. 
Harding the printer was imprifbned, and a bill of indictment was 
Vdered to be prepared 'againft him : which gave occafion to the 
fellowiog paper, 

G a Sea* 
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Seafonable Abvice to the GnAtfD-jTjfcir, 

concerning the bill preparing againft the 
Printed pjfthe preceding I^tter. 

SINCE a bill is preparing for the gralid-jury to find 
againft the printer of the Drapier's laft letter* thertf 
are feveral things maturely to be" confidered by thofc 
gentlemen before they de'termine upon it. 

Fir ft, They are toconfider, that the author of the (kid 
pamphlet did write three other difcourfes on theftfmf 
fubje^ 1 , which, ififtead of beitig fcenfared, •Mtte'rSliivtt* 
fally approved by the Whole nattorY; arid Wetfe {dtoWtfd td 
have raifed and cohrinoed 7 that fplm aifoori^nsj *%leli 
hath hitherto kept out Wood's colrt ; for all mefi i*i1| 
grants that if thofe pamphlets had not been written* hii 
coin muft have over-ran the nation fbme months ago. - * ; 

Secondly, It is to be confidered, that this pamphlet, 
againft which a proclamation hath been iffued, h Written 
by the fame author : that no body ever doubted the in- 
nocence and goodnefs of his defigri ; that he appears 
thro' the whole tenor of it, to be a loyal fubjeft to his 
Majefty, and devoted to the houfe of Haaover, and de- 
clares himfelf in a manner peculiarly zealous againft the 
Pretender. And if foch a writer, in four feveral treatifes. 
on fo nice a fubjeft, where a royal patent is concerned, 
and where it was neceflary to fpeak of Englaricf and of 
lberty, fhould in one or two places happen to let fall an 
inadvertent expreffion, it would be hard to Condemn him 
after all the good he hath done, efpecially when we con- 
sider, that he could have no poffibk/ defign in view ei- 
ther of honour 6t profit, but purely the good of hi* 

COUNTRY.. 

Thirdly, It ought to be well confidered, whether any 
one expreffion in the faid pamphlet be really liable to a 
juft exception,, much lefs to be found wicked, malicious % 
/editions, refletting upon his Majefty and his miniftry, &q. 

The two points in that pamphlet, which it is faid the 
profecutors intend chiefly to fix on, are firft, where the 

author 
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author mentions the penner of the King's anfwer . Tirft 9 
It is well known his Majefly is not matter of the EnglUh* 
tongue ; and therefore it is neceflary that fome other per- 
ion ihould be employed to pen what he hath to fay, or 
write in thaUanguage. Secondly, His Majefty's anfwer 
is not in the firft perfon, but in the third. It is not faid, 
We arb concerned, or our royal predecessors ; ; 
hot his Majesty is concerned, and his royal pre- 
decessors. By which k is pkin, thefe are properly 
not the words of his Majefty ; but fuppofed to be- 
taken from him* and tranfmitted hither by one of hi* 
ninifiers. Thirdly, It will be eafily feen, that th? author 
of the pamphlet delivers his fentiments upon this parti- 
cular with die utmoft caution and refpedt>as any impart 
tial reader will obferve. 

The fecoad paragraph, which it is faid will be taker* 
notice of as a motive to find the billy is what the author - 
iays of Ireland's being a dependentkingdom : he explains . 
all the dependence he knows of, which is a law made in< 
Ireland, whereby it is. enacted, that whoever is king cf~ 
England /ball hi king ef Ireland. Before this explana- 
tion be condemned, JukI the bill found upon it, it would 
he proper that fome lawyers ihould fully inform the jury 
what other .law there is, either ftatute or common, for 
this dependency i and if there be no law,- there is no- 
tranfgrei&oiK 

The. fourth thing, very maturely to fee confidered byy 
the jury, is, what influence their finding the bill may have 
upon the kingdom: the people in general find no fault in 
the Drapier's lafb book, any. more than in the three for* 
ner ; and therefore when they hear .it is condemned by aw 
grand-jury of Dublin, they will conclude it is- done ia 
favour of Wood's coin-; they will think we of this town 
have changed our mindsy and intend to take thofe half- 
pence, and therefore that it will be in- vam for them to 
fcand out : fo that the queilion comes to this* which will 
he of the worft confequence I. to let pafs one or two ex* 
Jireffions, at the worft only unwary, in ai>ook written for 
the public fervice j or to leave a free open- paflage £&r» 
Wood's brafc taoyer-rua- uv<by. whkh.we ihalUie. ua.- 
«tone for ever* 
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The fifth thing to be confidered is, that the member* 
of the grand-jury being merchants and principal (hop- 
keepers can. have no fuitable temptation offered them, as 
a rccom pence for the mifchief they wilt do, and fuffer by 
letting in this coin : nor can be at any lofs. or danger by 
rejecting the bill They do not expecl any employments 
in the fiate, to make up in then* own private advantages 
by the defl:ruc"lion oftheir country; whereas thofe. who go 
about to adwfe* entice^ or threaten them to find that bill, 
Lave great employments, which they have a mind to 
keep, or to get greattr ; as it was like wife the cafe of all 
thofe who rigned the proclamation to hare the author 
jprofecuted. And therefore it is known, that his Grace 
the Lord Archbifhop of Dublin, fo renowned for his - 
jiefy, and wifdom, and love of his country, abfolutely 
^efufed to condemn the book or the author, 

Lcftly, It ought to be confidered,. what confequencc 
the finding the bill may have upon- a poor man, perfectly 
innocent ; J mean the printer. A lawyer may pick out 
expreffions* and make them. liable to exception, where 
do other man is able to find any. But how can it be fup- 
pofed that an ignorant, printer can be fuch z.critick? Hb 
knew the author's defign was honeft, and* approved by 
the whole kingdom : he advifed wrdl friends, who told 
Ikim there was no harm in the book, and he could fee 
none him/elf: it. was fent him in an unknown hand; but 
the fame in which he received the three former. He and 
liis wife have offered to take their oaths, that they knew 
not the author. And therefore to find a. bin, that may 
bring punithment upon the innocent, -will* appear very 
hard % to fay no worfe. For it will be impofTime to find 
the author, unlefs he will pleafe to difcoiter himfelf^ 
altho* T wonder he ever concealed' his name : but I fujv 
pofe, what he did at firft' out of modefry, he continues to 
io out, of prudence. God protect, us and him. 
. I will concrude alt with a fabte afcribed to Demoithe- 
nes : he had ffcrved the people of Athens with great fide- 
lity in the fiaribir of an orator f when upon a certain 00 
tafion apprehending to be delivered over to his enemies, 
%c told the Athenians, his* countrymen, the following 
Hory Once upon, a time the wives defired* a league wim 
the J&ej>% ufoa thkroadtfion* that the caufc of ftrife 
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might be taken away, which was the Jbtpberds and W/^ 
tiffs : this being granted, the <woi<ves without all feaf 
made havock or thenar/* 

Nwemfor it. 1724* 

" Copies of thk paper were diftribirted to every pei* 
u fon of the grand jury the evening before the bill wa» 
" to be exhibited ; who, probably for. the reafbns con* 
u tained in.it, refufed to find the bills upon which the 
H Lord Chief Juftice Whitfhed, who had prefided at * 
" former profecution of the Dean's printer % difcharged* 
a them in a rage. The following extract was fboi^atter 
" published, to (hew the illegality of this proceeding*'; 
* and the next grand jury that was em pan n el led made 
u the fubfequent preferment againft all the abetters of 
u Wood's project. See Litter to Lord JMo/efwortk, 
u h &3« 0I " this volume. 

• See the firft note prefixed to the Propefil for die fble ufe of 
Irifh manufactures, in this volume. 



An extract from a book, intitled, An exalt coir 
UEtion of the debates of the houfe of Common** 
held at M^eftminjter y Oil. 21. 1680, £. 15,0. 

RESOJLUTIQNa of the houfe of Commons w 
England^ Nov. 13. 1680. 

SEVERAL perlbns being examined about the dif- 
raiffing a grand-jury in Middlefex, the houfe came 
to the following resolutions: 

J Rejofatd, That the difchargmg of a grand-Jury By any 
Judge, before the end of the term, afibes, or feflions* 
while maters are under theis confideration, and not pre- 
sented, is arbitrary* illegal^ defrru&ive to public juftice,. 
* mamfeit violation of his'oathv and is a means- to Subvert 
the fundamental laws of this kingdom, 

lifiifaidl. 



fo Resolutions- of At Comtotrs of E*cxa*d. 

Reftkved* That a committee be appointed to examine 
>the proceedings of the judges in WeJftminiler-hall ; and' 
report the fame,, with their opinion herein, to thk houfr* 
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tor* Chief Juftfce WhiCflfo!, for His omi4uA defiftane* to 
t»av* been impeached by the houfe of Commons; becaufe the. 
difiblving of a grand jury fay any judge before- the end of the 
term, amzes, or fefllons, while matters are under their considera- 
tion, and not prc&nted, is arbitrary illegal, deftrudive to public 
juflice, a manifefr violation .of his oath, and is a means to iub- 
vcrt the fundamental kws of the realm.. But as the houfe of 
Commons forbore to execute their vengeance upon the Chiefs 
Jufticc, Swift; fened upon him u a prey, lamed him, .and worried, 
him out of all his patience, by many, farcaftic epigrams, fyiSbs, 
and other fevere reflections -upon his unworthy demeanor, until, 
at laft he became odious and ridiculous to the whole kingdom. 
Neither could his death, which happened loon after, appeale the 
vengeance of the incenfed patriot. For, Swift, refelving to make 
htm an example to all future ages, purraed him into the regions,. 
of the dead, and . coupled him with AnyXus the accufcr of So- 
crates. Such indeed was at laft the facrifice ihat poor unfortunate. 
•*Wbitfeed became unto the refentment of Dr. Swift. Sec. 

Swift's poems concerning "Whitiked, vol, o\ alio* A Jbori v'trm 
*f Ireland - t and An at?fwert« a memorial, n this volume. Sec 
ilfoTbt UftaHdcharaRcr of Dr> Swift* vol. i. Pru Swift. 
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The PRESENTMENT of the Grand- jur* 
of the county of the city of Dublin. 

WHEREAS fevend great quantities of bafe metal 
coined, epmmonjy called , Wood's hal&pence,, 
have been hrought into the port of Dublin,' and lodged 
in feveral hbufes of this city, wfth an intention to make 
them pafs clandeftinely amon£ his Majefty's fubje&s of 
this kingdom; potwithftanding fne addieffes of both, 
houfes orparliament, and the priv^ council, and the de- 
clarations of moil of the Corporations of this city againft 
the faid qpiu.: and r >vhereas his TVI^efty has be«n era- 
cioufly pleafed to leave hi* loyal fubiedts of this kingdom 
at liberty \o take ^r refute the faid naif pence, . 

We the K grand-jury of the county of the city of Dub- 
lin, this Michaelmas term -17 2 4, Ravins entirely at heart 
his Majefty's intereft, and the welfare orour country, and 
being thoroughly (enfible of the great d ifcouragemen ts 
whicfr trade hath fufrered by tbV ^preherifioite dfthe faid 
foin L Whereof we have already feft. the 'difinal etie&s ; 
*&d m^t\l«rcnrrenfcviheret)f will ineVjtaWytend totlii 
great diminution of nis Majefty's rfrvSeritre^'and 'the rufA 
of us and our pofterity, do prejent all fuch perfons as 
have attempted, or mall endeavour by fraud, or other* 
^fe, to impofe the faid half-pence upon us, contrary to 
his Majefty's moft gracious intentions, as enemies to his 
Majefty's government, and to the fafety, peace, and 
welfare of all his Majefty's fubje&s of this kingdom ; 
whofe afFe&ions have been fo eminently diftinguifhed by 
their zeal to his illuftrious family before his happy accef- 
fion to the throne, and by their continued loyalty ever 
fince," 

As we do, with all juft gratitude, acknowledge the fer- 
vrces of all fucli patriots as have been eminently zealous 
for the intereft of his Majefty and this country in dete&- 
to g the fraudulent imposition of the laid Wood, and pre- 
venting the palling his bafe com ; lb we do at the fame 
toe declare our abhorrence and deteftation of all re- 
flexions on his Majefty and his government ; and that we 

arc- 
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are ready with oar lives and fortunes to defend his moll 
(acred Majefty againft the Pre tauter ,.and all. his Majeftv'a 
open and fecrct enemies both at home and abroad. 

Given under oar hands at the Grand-jury chamber^ 
. this 28th of November, 1724. 



George Forbes, 
William Empfon, 
Nathaniel Pearfon* 
Jofeph Nuttall* 
William Afton, 
StearnTighe, 
Richard Walfcer, 
Edmond French, ' 
John Vereijles, 
Philip Pearfon, 
Thomas Robin** 
'Richard Dawson* ' 



David Tew, 
Thomas Howy 

John Jones, 
ames Brown, , 
Charles Lyndon, 
Jerom Bredin, 
John Sican, 
Anthony Brunton* 
Thomas Gaven, 
Daniel Elwood* 
John Brunet. 






♦ ** The. preceding paper was published about amontl* 
f* after the proclamation- wa* Hiked,- offering a. re ward 
« of 300 /. for the difcovering the author of th^ 
M Dra^icr , s fourth letter. 
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A Letter to the Right Honourable 
The Lord Vifcount Molesworth* 



E [Written in the year 1724.] 

They comfajfed me about alfo <witb 'words of deceit, and 
fought agatnft me without a caufe, 

For my love they are my adver fortes ; but 1 give my f elf unto 
prayer. 

And they have rewarded me evil far good, and hatred for 
my love. Pfal. cix. 3, 4, 5. 

Seek not to be judge \ being not able to take avjay iniquity i 
left -at any time thou fear the perfon of the mighty, and lay 
afiumblimg block in the <way of thy upright nefs. 

Qffend not again fl the multitude of a city, and then thoujhak 
not cqft thyfelf d&wn among the people. 

Bind not oftefri upon another, ^f or in one ihm Jhalt not be 
unpunifbed. Ecdus vIL 6, 7, 8. 

1 

Non jam prima peto Mneftheus, neqae vincere certo: 
Quanquam O! Sed fuperentquibus hoc, Neptune, dedilU. 



Directions to the? PRINTER. 

Mr Harding, 

WH EN I fent you my former papers, I cannot fey 
I intended you either good or hurt : and yet you 
Have happened thro* my means to receive both. I pray 
God deliver you from anymore of the latter, and increase 
the former. Your trade, particularly in this kingdom, is 
of all others the moft unfortunately ckcumftantiated ; for 
as you deaf in the moft worthlefs kind of trafh, the 

penny 



' % 
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penny productions of pennylefs fcriblers ;' fo you often 
venture your liberty, and fometimes your lives, for the 
purchafe of half a crown ; and by your own ignorance, 
are punifhed for other mens actions. 

I ajn afraid, you in particular think, you have, reafon 
to complain of me, for your ow.n and your wife's confine* 
ment in prifon, to your great expence, as well as hard- 
Ihip ; and for a profecution HJli impending. But I will 
tell you, Mr Harding, how that matter (lands. Since 
the prefs hath lain under fo drift an - infpection, thofe 
who have a mind to inform the world, are become fo cau- 
tious as to keep themfelves, if poffible, out of the way of 
danger. My curiam therefore is to diftate to a prentice* 
who can write in a feigned hand ; and what is written we 
fend to your houfe by a black-guard boy But, at the 
fame time, I do arTure you upon my reputation, that I ne- 
ver did fend you any thing for which 1 thought you could 
poffityy be called to an account. And you will be my 
witnefs, that"! always defired you, by a letter, to take 
fome good advice before you ventured to print; becaufe 
I knew the dexterity of dealers in the law at finding out 
ibmething to fallen on, where no evil is meant. I am 
told indeed, that you did accordingly confult feveral vtty 
able perfons ; and even fome, who afterwards appeared 
againft you : to which I can only anfwer; that you muft 
either change your advifers, or determine to print no- 
thing that comes from a drapier. 
.' 1 deiire you will fend the inclofed letter directed to my 
Lord Vifcount Molefworth, at his houfe atBrackdenflown, 
near Swords ; but I would have it fent printed for the 
convenience of his Lord (hip's reading ; becaufe this coun- 
terfeit hand of my prentice is not very legible. And, if 
you think fit to publifh it, I would have you firfl get it 
read over by fome notable lawyer : I am afTured, you 
will find enough of them, who are friends to the drapier, 
'and will do it without a -fee ; which, I am afraid, you 
can ill afford after all your expences. For although I 
have taken fo much care, that I think it impoffible to 
find a topic out of the following papers for fending you 
again to prifon, yet I will not venture to be your gua>- 
rantee. 

Thi* 



DiiectiOw* to Ac PR INTE R. • %$ 

This enfuing letter contains only a fhort account of 
J&yfelf, and an humble apology for my former pamphlets, 
especially the'laA? with little mention of Mr Wood, or 
his half-pence; becanfe. I have already faid enoiigh upon 
that fubjeft, until occafion ihall be given for new fears : 
and, in that cafe, you may perhaps hear" from me again. 

Iaa 

your friend 

■ - . ■ *" * " 

Frm nt} Jhop in ' . and ferva&t, / 

Si. Pnmds-ftreet, • 

Dec 14. 1724. M, B. 



P. $. ¥ot want of lntertourfe between you and me, 
which t ne*ef will fttffer % your people are apt to make 
ferygrois^ errors in ftc^pfefi, which I defire yon will 
provide againfi* 



vpl.hi. a to 



1 

• The copies were always (eat to the prefc by Come obtain 
ftdfcngefv whomever knew the jfcrfon from whom he received 
them, hot gave them in at a window. The aciatraenfrs only 
wss trufed, to whom about two years after the author gave ai* 

nnnlAmMM.* **f **s. I a •&**+ Ma rnuatJ fi>r hue fulelitv. 



employment of 40 /. a year Ma reward for his fidelity. 



Dub.xttit, 
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Ta the Right Honourable 



• * 
» ' » 



' The Lord Vucount Moles wo* th« .. 

-» * * • 

At his houfe at Brackdeaftoprn near Swords. 

My Lord, * . ■ .. 

IReflett too late on the maxim of common obfervcrs* 
that,thofe,* who meddle in matters dot of their cal- 
ling, will have reafon to repent : wh^ch is now verified in 
xnez for, by engaging in the trade of a writer, 1 have 
drawn upon myfelf the difpleafure of the government, 
fignified by a proclamation promiiing a reward of three 
hundred pounds to the firfl faithful fubjeft, who (hall be 
able and inclined to inform againft me; to whichrl may 
add, the laudable zeal and induHry of my Lord Chief- 
jjufticp Whitfhed^ia his endeavour* to difcoyer fe danger- 
ous a p£rfon. Therefore, whether I repent or no, I 
have certainly caufe to do fo ; and the common obfenra- 
tion ftill (lands good. 

It will fometimes happen, I know not how, in the 
courfe of human affairs* that a man (hall be. made liable 
to legal animadverfions, where he hath nothing to an- 
fwer for either to God or his country : and condemned 
at Weftmifcfter-hall, for what he will never be charged 
with at the day of judgment. 

• After, ilriftly examining -my own heart, and confalt- v 
fcig fome divines of great reputation, Icaanotaceufe my* 
felf of any * " malice or wickedness againft the public :° 
cf any " defxgns to fow fedition ;* of " f refle£fcrog on the 
King and his mittifters f or of 4, endeavouring ♦♦to alie- 
nate the afFe&ions of the people of this kingdom from 
thofe of England." All I can charge myfelf with, is a 
weak attempt to ferve a nation in danger of deftru&ion 
by a moft wicked and malicious proje&or, without 

waiting 

• Articles mentioned" in the indictment and proclamation* 
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#ain*ng until I were called to its afiiftance. Which at- 
tempt, however it may perhaps give me the title of 
pragmatical and overweening, will never lie a burdenr 
upon my conference. God knows whether I may not* 
with all my caution, have already rim myfelf into a fecon<fr 
danger by offering thus much in my. own. vindication. 
Fori have heard- of a judge, who upon the criminal's* 
appeal to the dreadfui day of judgment 7 told him, he had 
incurred a pretmmire for appealing to a foreign jurifdi&ion z 
and of another in Wales, who feverely checked the pri- 
foner for offering the fame plea ; taxing him with re-- 
fleeting oh the court by foch a companion : because 
comparifom nuere odious. * 

" But, in order to- make fome excuft for being more fpe- 1 
dilative than others of my condition, I dehre your Lord-' 
Jhip's pardon, while I am doing a very fboHfh things 
which is to give you fome little account of my (elf. 

I was bred at a free-fchool,- where I acquired fome lirV 

tie knowledge in the larin tongue. I ferved my apprentice- 

fliip in London, and there fet up for, myfelf with good: 

ftoccefs ; until by the death of fome friends, * and misfor-; 

tunes of others, f returned «into tniskingdoin ; and began: 

to employ my thoughts in Cultivating the woollen manu- 

fe&ure thro* all it* branches j wherein I met with great 

difcouragement, and powerful oppofers v whofe objections' 

appeared to me* very nrahge and Angular.' They argued, 

that the people of England would be offended, if our. 

manufactures were brought -to equal t heirs ^ and event 

fome of the weaving trade 'were my enemies ;. which F 

coald not bdt look upon as abiurd and unnatural. 1 re-» 

member your ^.Qrdihip at that time did me the honour to> 

come into my ihop, where I fhewed you * a piece o£ 

hlack and wbttt ftujf jaft fent from the dyer ; which you 

were pleafed to approve of, and be my ctrftomer for. * 

However, I was fo mortified, that I refolved for the 

future to fit quietly in my ihop, and deal in common goods,. 

Kke the reft of ttiy bjethiten-; 1 until' it happened fome 

Booths ago, confidering with myfelf, that the " lower and 

" poorer fort of people wanted a plain, llrong, coarfe Huff 

Hz "to 

• By this is meant, tfie* Propofil for the wtkverfil »Jjt o/'lrifc 
****faQurtu • 
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*• to defend them again£cold eafterly win <Js r which theft 
•« blew verv fierce and blading for along time together ;" 
I contrived one on purpofe, which fold very well all over 
the kingdom* and preferved many thoufands from aguth- 
1 then made a * fecund and a third kind of fluffs far the 
gentry^ with the fame fuccefs ; infomuch, that a% «£«# 
bath hardly been heard of for forae tjrne* 

This incited me To far, that I ventured ijpqn. a \fiurth 
piece made of the beff Irifh wool I could ge|; and I 
thought it grave and rich enough to be worn by the beft 
lord os judge of the land. But, of late, fom« greet* folks 
complain, as I hear^ that when they had it op, they felt 
a puddering in their limbs, and have thrown it off in a, 
rage ; curfmg to hell ; the poor drepier, who kv^n^d U • 
fb that I am determined never to work for perfbn* of qua-> 
Bty again » except for your Lordfhip and a very few raore^ 

I affaire your Lordfhip upon the word of an .honeft cU 
tizen, that i am not richer, by the value of one of Mr. 
Wood's half-pence, with the faje of all the feveral ftvfft 
I have contrived ; for 1 give the. whole profit to the dyers 
and prefers J. And therefore 1 hope you will pleafe to- 
Relieve,, that no other motive, beifcta* the love of mjfr 
country, could engage me to bufy my head and hand* ta 
the lofs of my time* and the gam at nothing but vex** 
tion and ill-will. 

I have now m hand one piece yf ftvftQ be woven oa 
purpofe for your Lordfhip ; alt,ho' 1 might be afhamed 
4P offer it to you. after I have confeffed, that it will be 
piade only from the \\ jhrpdt, **d remnant* e/ the <ui*fil cm-* 
ployed in the firmer. tjowevfr 1 ftiafl <ww4 it up* AS wdt 
a$ I can ; and at worft, you n*ed only give it among 
your tenants. 

I am very (enfible, how ill your Lordfhip is like to be 
entertained with the pedantry of a dmpier in the terms of 
lu? own trade. How will the matter be mended, when 
you find me entering again, altho' very- fparingly, into 
an affair of ffate ? for fuch it now grown the controvert*. 

witk 

• The drapier's three firft letters. 

f The fourth letter, againit which the proclamation was jflued. 
i Printer*. | Meaning the frcfeut letter. . 



L E T T E r V, 

wfth Mr Wood, if fome great lawyer* are to be credited. 
And as it often happens at play, that men begin with* 
' firth ings, and go on to gold, tiH fome of them lofe their 
eftates and die in jail ; fo it may poffibly fall out in my 
cafe, that by playing too long with Mr Wood's half- 
fence, 1 may be drawn in to* pay a fine double to the re* 
ward for betraying me ; be fcnt- to prifon* and not be de- 
livered theace until 1 ihall have paid the uttermofl far- 
thing 

There are,, my Lord, three forts of perfoas, with 
whom I am refohed never to dHpute : a. highway man 
with a piftol at my breaft; a troop of dragoons, who come 
to plunder my houie ; and" a man of the law, who can 
make a merit of accufing me. la each of thefe cafes r 
which are almoft the fame, the belt method is to' keep out 
of the way : and the next beft is to deliver your money r 
Surrender your- hoafe, and confefs nothing. 

- 1 am told,, that the two points in my I ail letter, front 
which an occafion of offence hath been taken, are, where 
I mention hi* Majefty's arrfwer to the addrefs of the houfe 
of Lords upon Mr Wood's patent ;. and where Jdifcourfe 
apon Ireland's being a. dependent kingdom. As to the 
former, 1 can only fey,, that I have treated it with the? 
atmoft refpeel and caution ;■ and I thought it neceflTary tc*< 
fiew where Wood's patent differed in many efTential paits 
from all ethers, that ever had been granted ; becaufe the 
contrary had for want of due information been fo ftrongly. 
and fb largely, aflerted. As to the other,, of Ireland's 
dependency ; I confefe to have often heard it mentioned,. 
but was never able to underftand what it meant. This 
gave me the curiofity to inquire among fevera! eminent 
lawyers, who profefled they knew nothing of the matter. 
1 then turned overall the ftatutes of botb kingdoms with- 
out the leaft i« formation, further than on Irt/h aft,, that 
J quoted, of the ajd of Henry VIII. uniting Ireland tc* 
England under one king*. I cannot fay, 1 wasfbrry to 
fee difappobted in my fearch, becaufe it is certain,. I could 
fee contented to depend only apon God, and my prince,. 
and the laws of my own country, after the manner of o-» 
fher nations. But fmce my betters are of a different o- 
inion, and defire further dependencies* I (hall outward* 
iy fcibmjt ; yet HUH' infifiing m my owa heart upon the 

H 5 exception* 
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exception I made of M. B. drapier. Indeed that hint was 
borrowed from an idle llory I had heard in England,, 
which perhaps may be common and beaten ; but becaufe 
it infinuates neither treafon nor Sedition,. I will juil 
barely relate it. 

Some hundred years ago, when the Peers were fb great 
that the Commons were looked upon as little better thaa 
their dependents, a bill was brought in for making feme 
sew additions to the power and privileges of the peerage. 
After it was read, one Mr. Prue* a member of the houfe 
flood up, and faid, he very much approved the bill, and 
would give his vote to have it pafs ; but however, for 
fome xeafons beft known to himfelf, he deftred that a 
elaufe might be inferted for " excepting the family of the? 
v Drues." The oddoefs of the proportion taught others- 
to re fled a little ; and the bill waa thrown out. > 

Whether I were miftaken, or went too far in exa-> 
mining the dependency, mull be left to the impartial judg- 
ment of the world, as well as to the courts of judicature* 
altha' indeed nor in fe effe&ual and deceive a manner* 
But to affirm, as I hear fome do, in order to countenance 
a fearful and fervile fpirit, that this point did not belong 
to my fubjed, is a falfe and fooliih objection. There 
were feveral fcandalous reports induftriouily fpread by 
Wood and his accomplices, to discourage all oppoiirion 
againfi his. infamous project. . They gave it out, that we 
were prepared for a rebellion;, that we difputed the King's 
prerogative/and were (baking off our dependency. The 
firft went fo-far, and obtained fo much belief againft the 
tnoft vifible demonitrations to the contrary* that a great 
perfoa of this kingdom, now in England, feat over fuch 
an account of it to his friends, as would make any good 
fubjecl both grieve and tremble. X thought it therefore 
neceflary to treat that calumny as it defer ved. Then I 
proved by an invincible argument, that we could have no 
intention to difpute his Majefty's prerogative; becaufe the 
prerogative was not concerned in the e^ueftioB ; the civili- 
ans and lawyers of ail nations agreeing,, that copper is not 
money* And lailly, to clear us from die imputation of 
{baking off our dependency, I (hewed wherein I thought, 
and ihail ever think, this dependency confiftcd ; and cited 

the ftatuie above mentioned made in Ireland i by which 

it 
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His enabled, that u whoever is King of England, (hail 
•* be King of Ireland ; and that the two kingdoms (hall bo 
" for ever knit together under one King." This, as I con- 
ceived, did wholly acquit us of intending to break our 
dependency, becaufe it was altogether out of eur power? 
fi>t furely no king of England will eves content* to th£ 
repeal of this ftatute-. ' 

But upon this article I am charged with a heavier ac- 
eolation. It is faid, " 1 went too far, when 1 declared* 
" that if ever the Pretender mould come to be fixed up- 
on the throne of England (which God forbid) I would" 
fo far venture to traaJgrels this ftatute, that I would 
** lofe the laft drop of my bloody before I would fubmitf 
** to him as King of Ireland/* » 

This I hear on all fides is the ftrongeft and weightienY 
objection againft me ; and which hath given the moil of- 
fence, that l mould beib bold to declare againft a direcV 
ftatute ; and that any motive, how ffcrong foever, could 
make me reject a King whom England fhould receiver 
Now, if in defending myfelf from this accusation I fhould 
freely confefs, that I went too far ; that the eapreflionv 
was very indifcreet, altho J occasioned by my zeal for his* 
prefent Majefty, and his Proteflant line in the houfe of 
Hanover ; that 1 (hall be careful never to offend again in/ 
die like kind ; and that 1 hope this free acknowledgement 
and forrow for my erxor will be fame atonement, and » 
little foften the hearts of my powerful adverfaries : I fayy 
if I fhould offer fueh a defence as this, I do not doubt* 
hat fome people would wreft it to * an ill meaning by »* 
foiteful iftterpietation And therefore, fince I cannot 
think of any other anfwer, which that .paragraph can ad* 
snit, I will leave it to the mercy of every candid reader! 
bat dill without recanting my own opinion. 

I will now venture to teH your Lordfhip afecret, where-* 
k> I fear you are too deeply concerned. You will there-) 
fore pleafe to know, that this habit of writing and dif- 
courfmg, wherein 1 unfortunately differ from almoft the 
whole kingdom, and am apt to g*ate the eirs of more 
tban 1 could wifli,. was acquired during ray apprenticefhipi 
in London, and a long refidence there after 1 had fetupv 
for myfelf. Upon my return and* fettlement here, I 
thought I had only changed one country, of freedom for 

another; 



9* The DRAPIERf* LETTERS, 

another. I had been long converting with the writings of 
your Lordftup *, Mr Locke, Mr Molineax, Colonel Sid-' 
*ey, and other dangerous authors, who talk of'* liberty 
** as a bleffing, to which the whole race of mankind hath* 
«* an original title ; whereof nothing but unlawful force 
M can dtveft them " I knew a great deal of the feveral 
Gothic imiittttions in Europe ; and by what incidents and 
events they came to be destroyed : and I ever thought it 
the moft uncontrolled and universally agreed maxim, 
that " freedom confifts in a people's being governed by. 
** laws made with their own content ; and rnvtry in the* 
" contrary. * 1 have been likewife told, and believe it 
to be true, that liberty and property are words ei known 
ttfe and fignidcation in this kingdom ; and^ the very law- 
yers pretend to underfland, and have them often, in their 
mouths. Thefe were the errors which have miffed me; 
and to which alone I mad impute die fevere treatment I 
have received. But I (hall in time grvw v/ifer, and lean* 
to confider my driver, the road I am in* and with whom 
I am yoked. This I will venture to (ay ; that the bdldeftr 
and moft obnoxkro* words I ever delivered, would in 
England have only expofed me aa a £upid fool, who 
went to* prove that the fun Jbone in a clear fummer's day: 
and I have witnefles ready to depofe, that your Lord/hip 
hath Grid and writ fifty times worfe ; and, what is foil 
an aggravation, with infinitely more wit and learning, 
and flronger arguments : ib that as politics- run, I do not 
know a perfon of more exceptionable principles than 
yourfelf r and if ever I (hall be di&overed, I think you* 
will be bound in honour to pay my fine, and fupport me 
in priibn ; or eife I may chance to- inform againft you by 
way of reprifel. 

In the mean time I beg your Lordftrrp to receive my 
confefliofi ; that if there be any foch thing as a dependen- 
cy of Ireland upon England, otherwise than as I have 
explained it, either by the law of God* of nature, of rea- 
fen, of nations* or of the land, (which I fhall die rather 
than grant) then was the proclamation againfr: me the 
moft merciful that ever was put out; and inflead of ac- 

CU&)£ 

* He rabfifltoU too* in the reigi* of King William HI. i»» 
titled*. Jkf. Jtate of Denmark with a- large preface. Havtkefi 



cufaff me as raalicioqs, wicked, ^rtd fe4itioo5, itmigh* 
Ipve Deea directly as guilty of high treason. / 

All I defire is, that the cauft of my country again ft Mt\ 
Wood may not ftfler by any inadvertency of mine. Whe* 
ther Ireland depends upon England, or only upon God*. 
the King, and the law ; I hope no dan will aflert, that 
it depend* upon Mr Wood. \ (hould be heartily farrf- 
that this commendable fpirit againft me ihould acciden- 
tally (and what, 1 hope, was never intended) ftrike z 
damp upon that fpirit in all ranks and corporations of 
roeo againft the defperate and ruinous dqfigp of Mr 
Wood. Let my countrymen blot out tbofe parts- in my 
hil letter, which they diflike j and let no ' *ft remain on 
my/word to cure the wounds I have riven to our moft 
iportaj enemy . When $ir>Cbarlee Sidjey was taking thet 
oaths, where feveral things were to be rwsvw', befaid,' 
gloved renouncing) aflced if. any more were to be rt* 
muncedi for be was ready to rmbume as much as they 

E leafed. Altho' r am not 4b thorough a w uncer, yet 
:t me have but good city fecurity againft this peftilent 
coinage, and I (hall be ready not only to renounce every 
fyllabiein all my /our letters, but to deliver them cheer* 
fully with my. own hands into thofe of the common bang* 
man, to be burnt with no better company than the cein* 
tft ejjigies % if any part of it hath efcaped out of the fecox 
lar hands of my faithful friends, the common people. . 
' But, whatever the fentiments of fome people may be* 
I thick it is agreed that many of thofe who fub&ribed a-» 
gainft me, are on the fide of a vaft majority in the king* 
dom, who opppfed Mr Wood*: and it was with great? 

satisfaction^ 
. - » 

4 

• As thcOrapier'i Letters were written expreftfy againft 
food's halfpence, it might well be .imagined that a proclaim^ 
Hon againft the author would produce an opinion, that to oppofi; 
Wood's half- pence Was ttfegaJ, and /tibjecled the parry to pains 
and penalties t to prevent /b'taral a TniAake, {c is here remark* 
ei, that many of tfaoft* who foKcrihed the prockmation, wert 
jet (trenaoiis oppoier* of Woodfc project This diflinftioji i* 
yet more explicit in the letter (q Lord Middleton, which was, 
vrittCQ foon after the fourth tetter, and intended to be the fifth* 
uV for tone reaffen* deferred.— See the letter to Lord JMiddfe* 
tea and the note prefixed. Hevikcf, 
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fife&ctlon; that I obferved fome right hmourahle namtr 
very amicably joined with my own at the bottom of * 
+jirong declaration agamft him and his coin. But ir the. 
admiflion of it among us be already determined, the 
•worthy perfon x who is to betray me, ought in prudence 
to do it with all convenient fpeed ; or elfe it may bedifc. 
ftcult to find three hundred pounds Jferhng for the dh^ 
charge of his hire, when the public (hall nave loft five 
hundred thoufand, if there be Co much in the nation ; be- 
fides four fifths of its annual income for ever. 

I am told by lawyers, that in quarrels between man. 
and man it is of much weight, which of them gave the. 
fir ft provocation, or ftruck the firft blow. It is manifeft 
that Mr Wood hath done both t and therefore I fhould 1 
-humbly propofe to have him firft hanged, and A} M»droJf 
thrown into the fea: after which the drapier will'he rea*| 
dy to ftandhis trial. «*■ It mull needs be that offence! 
come, but woe unto htm by whom the Offence cometh. ' 
If Mr Wood had held his hand, every bodv elfe would 
have held their tongues : and then there would have been- 
Kttie need of pamphlets, juries, or" proclamations upon this 
occafion The provocation* muft needs have t)e*enf very 
great, which could ftir up an obfeure, indtrtent d+apiet 
to become an author* One would almoll think, the re*-- 
tjjionei in the ftreet would rife up in fuch a *aufe : and 
I am not fure they will not do fo againft Mr Wood, if e^ 
ver he comes, within their reach, ft is a known ftory of; 
the dumb boy, whofe tongue forced a paflage for fpeech* 
by the horror of feeing a dagger at his father's throat.' 
This may leflfen the- wonder, that a tradesman hid in prr* J 
vacy and fifence (hould cry out, when the life and being 
of his political mother are attempted before his face, and 
by fo infamous a wretch. , 

' But in the mean tinie Mr Wood, the deftroyer of a, 
kingdom, walks about in triumph (unlets it be true* 
that he is in jail for debt) ; while he who endeavoured to 
afiert the liberty of his country is forced to hide his head 
for occaikmaSiy dealing in a matter of con troverfy. How- 
ever,- lam not the fiw, who hatft been condemned to- 
death for gaining a. great victory over a powerful ene- 
iny,^ by dfiobeying foe owe the flrift orders of military 

discipline.' * ■ " \ . •-•"-. 

- I 
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I am ; now refojved to follow (after the ttfual proceed- 
fag of mankind, becaufe it is too late) the advice gives 
me by a certain dean *„ He fhewed (he raiftake I wat 
in, of crafting to the general good-will of the people £ 
that 1 had&cceeded hjtherto better -than could be ex- 
peded; but that fome unfortunate cireumjiantial lapfa 
.would probably bring me within the reach of power : that 
my good intentions would be no fecurity againft thojr, 
who watched every mot ten of my pen in the litternefs of my 
foul. He produced an iniftance of a perfon as innocent* 
*s difinterefted, and as well meaning as my (elf; who had 
written f a very, feafonable and inoffenfive treatife. ex- 
torting the people of this kingdom to wear their own 
mamifa&ures ; for which. however the printer was pro* 
fecuted with the utmoft virulence ; the jury fent back nine 
times ; and the man given up to the mercy of the court* 
The Dean further obferved, that I was in a manner left 
alone to (land the battle ; while others, who had ten 
thoufand times better talents than a drapier, were fo pru- 
dent as to lie (till j and perhaps thought it no unpleafant 
amufement to look on with fafety, - while another was 
giving them diversion at the hazard of his liberty and for* 
tune; and thought they made, a fufficient recompence by 
a little applaufe : whereupon he concluded with a (hort 
ftory of a Jew at Madrid ; who being condemned to the 
fire on account -of his religion, a crowd of fchool-boys 
following hun to the fiafce, and apprehending they might 
lofe their fpprtif he (hould happen to recant, would often 
dap him pit jtfse bapk, and cry, §tafirmt Moyfe (Mo&* 
mtitmejie«£lfafi). . , ■ • ■ . , . 
. I allow this gentleman's advice to have been very good, 
and his obfervations juft; and in one refpeft my conditi- 
on is worfe than that of the jew z for no recantation will 
fave me. However, it fhould feem by fome. late proceed- 
ings, tha$ Wy fat* ** not altogether deplorable. This X 
can.imputB *o nothing, but 4he fteadineis of two impartial 

(rand-juries ; w^ich hath confirmed in me am opinion I 
Ave long entertained ; that, as philofophers fay, virtue 

is 

* The author is fuppofed to mean tiimfclf. 
' ' t The • author means* himfcif again ? in the tTifeowfc advUflig 
the people of Ireland to wear their own manufactures, ' 
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h feattd in th4 middle j fo in another fenfe, tha little vh> 
foe left in the world is chiefly to be found among the 
ttrkldle rank of mankind, who are neither ailurdd out of 
ier paths by ambition, ttor driven by poverty. 
• Singe the proclamation occasioned by my laft letter 1 , 
And a due preparation for proceeding againft me in a court 
*>f juftice, there have been two printed papers clahdeflinev 
ty fpread about ; whereof no man is able to trace the ori- 
ginal, farther than by conjecture ; which, with its ufual 
Charity, lays them to my account* The former is intitled, 
feafonabU advice, and appears to have been intended for 
information' of the grand jury, upon the foppofltion of i 
Ml tb.be prepared againft that letter. The other is. art 
extract from a printed book of parliamentary proceedings* 
in the year 1680 ; containing an angry resolution of the 
houfe of commons in England againft difiblving grand* 

^les. As to the former, your Lordfhip #iH find it to 
the work of a mfcre artful hand, than that of a com* 
mon drapier. It hatH been' cenfured for endeavouring to 
influence the minds of -k jury, which ought to be wholly 
free and unbiafled ; and for that reafon it is iftanifeft* 
that no judge was ever known, either upon or off the 
bench, either by himfelf or his dependents, to ufe th* 
leaft insinuation, that might poffibly affect the paflions of 
interefb of any one (ingle juryman, much left of a whole 
% ury ; whereof every man muft be convinced, who will 
uft give himfelf the trouble to dip into 'the commori 
printed trials : fb & it is amazing to think^ what a num> 
bcr of upright jtfdges- theft have been in tokh kingdtfftW 
for above fixty. years paftj which, confidering how long 
they held their offices during pleafure, as they ftill,do 
among us *, I account next to a miracle. 

As to the other paper,. I mul! confefs it is a fiiarp cein 
fee from an Englifli ftoufe of commons againft diflbiving 
grand-juries by any judge befbre the end of the terni* 
Stflizes, Or feffiotis, Vlrfiile matters are under their confide-* 
ration and not presented, as arbitrary, illegal, deftruaive 

to* 

• Perhaps this may account for Whitflicd's conduit 'See the 
notes prefixed to the pwpofil for the, file ufe $f Irifh manufaButes t 
tud fupera<ttc4 to tl)c jcdfimlt advice to the grand-jury % both m 
this volume. ... 
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to public jafHce, a manifeft violation of his oath, and as 
a means to fubvert the fundamental laws of the king- 
dom. 

However, the publifher ieems to have been miftaken 
in what he aimed at. - For whatever dependence there 
ftay be of Ireland upon England, I hope he would not 
ihfinuate that the proceedings of a Lord Chief- Juftice in 
Ireland muil depend upon a rejolution of an Englifh houfe 
of Commons. Befides that resolution, although it were 
levelled againft a particular Lord Chief- luftice, Sir Wil- 
liam Scroggs, yet the occaiion was direduy contrary. For 
Scroggs diffolved the grand-jury of London for fear they 
fiou/d ptefent ; but ours in Dublin was d^o/ved, becaufe 
they would not prefent ; which wonderfully alters the 
cafe* And therefore a fecond grand-jury fupplied that 
defed by making a prefentment f that pleafed the whole 
kingdom. However, I think it is agreed by all parties, 
that both the one and the other jury behaved them- 
selves in fuch a manner, as ought to be remembred to 
their honour, while there (hall be any regard left among 
us for virtue or public fpirit. 

I am confident, your Lordftiip will be of my fentiments 
in one thing ; that fome fhort plain authentic trad might 
he publiihed for the information both of petty and grand- 
juries, how far their power reacheth, and where it is li- 
mited ; and that a printed copy of fuch a treatife might 
be depofited in every court to be confulted t>y the jury* 
men, before they confider of their verdift ; by which a- 
hondance of inconveniences would be avoided, whereof 
innumerable infknees might be produced from former 
times ; becaufe I will fay nothing of the prefent, 

I have read ibmewhere of an eafiern lung, who put a 
judge to death for an iniquitous fentence , and ordered 
his bidt to be fluffed into a cujbion, and placed upon the tri- 
bunal for the fon to fit on, who was preferred to his fa- 
ther's office. I fancy, fuch a memorial might not have 
been unufefnl to a fon of Sir William Scroggs, and that 
both he and his fucceflbrs would often wriggle in their 
feats, as long as the cufhion lafted : I wifh the relator 

I had 

t See the prefentment immediately proceeding this letter. 
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had told us what number of fuch cujbions there might be 
in that country. 

I cannot but obferve to your Lordfhip, how nice and 
dangerous a point it is grown, for a private pcrfon to in- 
form the people, even in an affair, where the public in- 
tereft and fafety are fo highly concerned, as that of Mr 
Wood ; and this in a country, where loyalty is woven in- 
to the very hearts of the people, feems a little extraordi- 
nary. Sir Willam Scroggs was the firft, who introdu- 
ced that commendable acutenefs into the courts of judica- 
ture ; but how far this practice hath been imitated by his 
fucceflbrs, ox jlraincd upon occafion, is out of my know- 
ledge. When pamphlets unpleafing to the miniftry. were 
prefented as libels, he would order the ofFenfive para- 
graphs to be read before him ; and faid it was {(range, 
that the judges and lawyers of the King's bench mould 
be duller than all the people of England : and he was 
often fo very happy in applying the initial letters of names, 
and expounding dubious hints, (the two common expedi* 
ents among writters of that dais for efcaping the law) that 
he difcovered much more than ever the authors intended; 
as many of them, or their printers found to their coft. If 
fuch methods are to be followed in examining what I have 
already written, or may write hereafter, upon the fub- 
jett of Mr Wood, I defy any man of fifty times my un- 
demanding and caution to avoid being entrapped : unlefs 
he will be content to write what none will read, by re- 
peating over the old arguments and computations, where- 
of the world is already grown weary. So that my good 
friend Harding lies under this dilemma ; either to let my 
learned works hang for ever a drying upon his lines ; or 
venture to publiih them at the hazard of being laid by the 
heels. 

. I need not tell your Lordfhip where the difficulty lies: 
it. is true, that the King and the laws permit us to refufe 
this coin of Mr Wodd ; but at the fame time it is equal- 
ly true, that the King and the laws permit us to receive 
it. Now, it is barely poffible, that the miniflers in En- 
gland may not fuppofe the confequences of uttering that 
br^afs among us to be fo ruinous as we apprehend ; be- 
caufe perhaps, if they underflood it in that light, they 
would in common humanity ufe their credit with his Ma- 
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jefty for faving a moft loyal kingdom from deflruftion: 
bat as long as it fhall pleafe thole great perfons to think 
that coin will not be fo very pernicious to us, we lie un- 
der the disadvantage of being cenfured as obftinate in not 
complying with a royal patent. Therefore nothing re- 
mains but to make ufe of that liberty, which the King 
and the laws have left us, by continuing to refute this 
coin; and by frequent remembrances to keep up that 
fpirit railed againft it, which otherwife may be apt to flag, 
and perhaps m time to fink altogether. For, any public 
order againft receiving or uttering Mr Wood's halfpence 
is not reasonably to be expected in this kingdom without 
directions from England ; which I think no body pre- 
sumes, or is lb fenguine to hope. 

But to confefs the truth, my Lord, I begin to grow 
weary of my office as a writer ; and could heartilv wifh 
h were devolved upon my brethren, the makers of fongs 
and ballads, who peihaps are the belt qualified at pre* 
fcnt to gather up the gleanings of this controverfy . As 
to myfelf, it hath been my misfortune to begin, and pur- 
fue it upon a wrong foundation. For, having detected 
the frauds and falfehoods of this vile impoftor Wood in 
every part, i foolifhly difdained to have recourfe to <wbin- 
ing % lamenting, and crying for mercy ; but rather chofe 
to appeal to law and liberty, and the common rights of 
mankind, without confidering the climate I was in. 

Since your laft refidence in Ireland, I frequently have 
taken mv nag to ride about your grounds ; where I fan- 
cied myfelf to feel an air of freedom breathing round me; 
and I am glad the low condition of a tradesman did not 
qualify me to wait on you at your houfe ; for then, I am 
afraid, my writings would not have efcaped feverer cen- 
fures. But I have lately fold my nag, and hone 111 y told* 
his greateft fault, which was that of {huffing up the air 
about Brackdenftowfi $ whereby he became fuch a lover 
of liberty, that I could fcarce hold him in. I have like- 
wife buried at the bottom of a ftrong cheft your Lord (hip's 
writings under a heap of others, that treat of liberty;, 
and fpread over a layer or two of Hobbs, Filmer, Bodin, 
and many more authors of that damp, to be readieft ac 
hand, whenever I (hall be difpofed to take up a new fee. 
of principles in government. In the mean time I defiga 

I & quietly 
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quietly to look to my fhop, and keep as far out of youY 
Lordfhip's influence as poflible : and if you ever fee any 
more of my writings on this fubje&, I promife you (hall 
find them as innocent, as infipid and without a ftingi as 
what I have now offered you. But, if your Lordfhip will 
pleafe to give me an eafy leafe of fome part of your eftate 
in Yorkshire, thither will I carry my cheft : and turning 
it upftde down, refume my political reading where I left 
off; feed on plain homely .fare, and live and die a free 
honeft Englifh farmer; but not without regret for leaving 
my countrymen under the dread of the brazen talons of 
Mr Wood : my moll loyal and innocent countrymen; to 
whom I owe fo much for their good opinion of me* and 
my poor endeavours to. ferve them. I am, with the 
greateft refpeft, 

9 
9 

My Lord, 

your Lordjbifs 

* 

mofi obedient 

T 

t 

• * 

From my fliop in M. B. 

St. Francis- tfreet, i 

Dec. 14. 1724^ 

A tE7V 



Theft papers (for the fixth and (even* letters were not pMJbelt 
till long afterwards J prevailed, notwitbflanding threats, profeattiont* 
and imprifonment, againfl all the influence of potter end all the art* 
fees of cunning : per fans of every rank and every feci united vntfi 
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A LETTER to the Lord Chancellor Mm*~ 



DLETQN*, 



Written in the year. L.724^ 



£BY many paflages in the following letter,. an<f hy the date* 
©ft.- oV 1 724 , it appears to Have been written fbo»: after the- 
procfemation agsrinft the drapicr for his feerth letter,, tad befoffc- 
the jury had thrown out the bill of indictment. At this crifis 
perhaps the dean did not chufe to relume a character which wafr* 
become obnoxious, and therefore wrote in his own : the original: 
was figged with his name, tho* it appeared to have been oblitera- 
ted by another hand : for feme reafou the publication of tfc 
was delayed, and it was firft printed is an edition of the dean V 
works published at Dublin in *7H» This however is not the- 
only reafbn why it is placed after the fifth letter, for the fiftfcu 
letter appears to have been fohftituted in its (lead, and not intend* 
cd to follow it. The fourth letter, both in this and in the fifth* 
is called the Uft, which could not hare happened if both had been, 
parts of the fame Jeriee. 

The reader will now eafiiy account for thofc pa/Tagesin the. 
fixth, by which the proiecution againft Harding appeals to be de- 
pending, tho* in the hfth.it is mentioned as na&J. 

My Lord* 

*■ 

I Defoe you will confider me as a member; who comer 
in at the latter end of a^debatq ; or as a lawyer, who 
%eaks to a caufe, when the matter hath been alraoft e»» 
aaufted. by thofc who fpoke before; 

I remember ibme months ago I was at yourhoufe upfc 
pn acomtniiSon, where I am one of the governors * but 
I. went thither not fo inuch on .account of thecommjffion, 
as to aft. you fome questions concerting Mr Wood's pa* 
teat to coin: half-pence for Ireland ; where you very free- 

1 3 ly 

* Hf figged the proclamation; again/1 the drapier, Hcwtyl 
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\y told me in a mixt company, how much you had been> 
always againft that wicked projedfc* ; which raifedinme 
an efteem for you fo far, that I went in a few days to 
make you a vifit after many years intermUGoa. I aai like- 
wife told, that your fon wrote two letters from London 
(one of which I have feen) empowering thofe, to whom 
they were directed, to ailure his friends, that whereas 
there was a malicious report ipread of his engaging him.- 
(elf to Mr Walpole for forty thoufend pounds of Wood's 
coin to be received in Ireland, the faid report was falfe 
and groundlefs ; and he had never difcourfed with that 
minuter oa this fubjeft, nor would ever give his content 
to have one farthing of the faid coin current here. And 
altho' it be long fince I have given myfelf the troubl* 
mf conversing with people of titles- or nations ? yet 1 have 
been told by thofe, who can take up with Such amuSe* 
xients, that there is not aconfiderableperibn of the king- 
dom Scrupulous in any (brt to declare his opinion. But 
all this is needlefs to alledee, when we consider, that the 
ruinous confequences of Wood?s patent have been (o 
ftrongly reprefented by both houfes of parliament; by 
the privy-council; the Lord Mayor and Aldermen^of Dub- 
lin ; by lb many corporations; and the concurrence of the 
principal gentlemen in moll counties at their qxuuter-SeJZL- 
©ns, without any regard to party, religion, or nation. 

I conclude from hence, that the currency of theie half* 
pence would m theuniverfal opinion of our people be nr> 
terly deftru&ive to this kingdom ; and consequently that 
it is every man's daty not only to refufe this com himSHf, 
but, as far as in him lies, to perfuade others to do the 
like x and whether- this be done. in private or in print, ss 
all a cafe ; as no layman isvfovbiddeit to write, or to* dif- 
courfe upon religious or moral fubjelts, altho' he may 
sot do it in a pulpit (at leaft m our church.) Neither i$ 
this an ajfair of Slate, until authority Shall think fit to de- 
clare it fo: or if you Should underiland it in that Senfe* 
yet you will pkaSe to coaiider* that I am not new 
preaching. 

Therefore 

* Lord MHdTeton,. tbo" he ngned the proclamation tgajoft 
Che drapier, was yet an enemy to wckxTs prejed, IS appears bj 
fcvcral paflages in this letter. Hirwkef. 
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Therefore I do think it my duty, fince the drapier 
wfll probably be no more heard of, fb far to fapply his 
place, as not to incur his fortune : for I have learned from 
old experience, that there are times wherein a man ought 
to be cautious as well as innocent. I therefore hope, 
that preferring both thofe characters, I may be allowed 
by offering new arguments or enforcing old ones to re- 
freih the. memory of my fellow-fubjects, and keep up 
that good fpirit raifed among them to preferve them- 
felves. from utter ruin by lawful means, and fuch as are 
permitted by hie Majefty. 

I believe you wiH pleafe to allow me two proportions^ 
firft, that we are a moft loyal people; and fecondly, that 
we are a free people, in the common acceptation of that 
word applied to a ffobjeft under a limited monarch.. I 
know very well, that you and I did many years ago in 
flifcourfe differ much in the preience of Lota Wharton a- 
bout the meaning of that word liberty with relation to 
Ireland. But if you will not allow us to be a free people; 
there is only another appellation left, which I doubt my 
Lord Chief Juftice Whitihed would call me to account 
lor, if I venture to beftow : for t obferved (and I fhall ne- 
ver forget upon what eccation) the device upon his coach 
tobe It&ertaJ etnatale filum, at the very point of time 
when he was fitting in his court* and perjuring himfelf 
to betray both*. 

Now, as for our loyalty to his prefent Majefty ? rf it 
hath ever been equalled in any other part of his doming 
ens, I am fure it hath never, been exceeded : and. I am 
confident he hath not a minifter in England, who could 
ever call it once in queftion ; but: that fbme hard rumours 
at leaft have. been tranfmitted from t'other.fide the water, 
I fuppofe you will not doubt : and rumours of the fevereft 
kind ; which many good people have imputed to the in* 
direft proceeding of Mr Wood and his emitiaries : as if 
he endeavoured it fhould be thought, that our loyalty 
depended upon die teft of refuting or taking his copper. 
Now, as I am £tse yoa will admit us to be a loyal peo- 
ple ; fo you will think k pardonable in us to hope foe aH 
proper marks of favour and protection from fo gracious a 

King* 

• See the a&dttfi to loth boufes tf fwlttmgtf, by M.B. faafur* 
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King, 4 thai a loyal and free people can expe& : among 
which, we all agree in reckoning due to be one ; that 
Wood's half-pence may never have entrance into thb 
lungdom. And this we (hall continue to nui/b, when we 
dare no longer express oar wifhes ; altho' there were no 
Inch mortal as a drapier in the world* ' 

I am heartily (brry, that any writer fhoukl in a cauft 
fo generally approved give oeca&on to the government 
and council to charge him whh * " paragraphs highly 
«' reflecting upon his-Majefty and his minifters ; tenoi»g 
" to alienate the affe&ions of his good fabje&s in Ea* 
** gland and Ireland from each other ; and to promote fe- 
* dition among the people." I rnnft confefs, that with 
many others I thought he meant well ; altho? he might 
have the failing- of better writers, to benoKalways for- 
tunate in the manner of expreffing himfelf. 

Howeveh, fince the drapier is but one man, I (ball 
think I do a pabtic fervice by aiTcrting, that the reft of 
my countrymen are wholly free from learning out of his 
pamphlets to refled oh the King or his mtnifters, and to 
ireed (edition. 

- I folemnly declare, that I never once heard the lead 
fefleflton call upon the King on the fobjea of Mr Wood's 
coin : for in many difcoctHes on this matter, I do vx* 
remember his Majefty's name to be fo much as mention* 
td. As to the miniftry in England, the only two pefi- 
ibns hinted at were the Duke of Grafton and Mr Wat- 
pole : the former, as I have heard yon and a hundred 
ethers affirm, declared, that he never law the patent in 
favour of Mr Wood, before it was paffed,. akho ■ he was- 
then Lord Lieutenant : and therefore I fbppofe every 
body believes* that his Grace hath been- wholly uncon* 
cerned in it ever iince* 

Mr Walpole was indeed fappo&d to be understood. by 
Ae letter W. in (eveal news papers ; where it fc(si& 
that fome expreffiom fell from him not very favourable 
to the people of Ireland ; fbr the truth of which the 
kingdom is not to aofwer, any more than for the difcn&- 
fcion of the pobliihers* You obferve, the drapier wholly 
clears Mr Walpole of this change by very ftrong argi*- 

meats; 

. »I» tfedripie/k^tfafetttf. 



LETTER VI. iej 

ments ; and {peaks of him with civility. I cannot deny 
myfelf to have been often prefent, where the company 
gave their opinion that MrWalpole favoured Mr Wood's 
proje&s, which I always contradicted ; and, for my owl* 
part, never once opened my lips againft that minifter,, 
either in mixed or particular meetings : and my reafob 
for this refervedne& was, becaufe it pleafed him in the 
Queen's time, (I mean Queen Anne of ever bleffed memo- 
ry) to make a fpeech direclly againft me by name in the 
houfe of Commons, as I was told a very few minutes af- 
ter in the court of requefis by more than, fifty members. 

But you, who ate in a great Nation here,' (if any thing 
here may be called great) cannot be ignorant, that who- 
ever is onderftood byipabtic voice to be chief miniftet,. 
will among the general talkers <fhare*hehlame, whether 
jnftry or no* of every thing that.k . difliked ; whiclii 
could'eafily snake appear in tdktif infiances from' my 
own knowledge* . white I was in die world ; arid particu- 
larly in the cafe of the * greateft, the wifift, and the 
inoft oncorrapt minifter I ever converted with. 

But, whatever onpleafing opinion fpme people might 
conceive of Mr Walpote, on account of thofe half-pence, 
I dare boldly affirm it was entirely owing to Mr Wood. 
Many pecfons'of credttcotme fiotn IJngTaftd have affirmed 
tome and others that they hav&feeis letters tinder hk 
hand full of arrogance and infelence * towards Ireland, 
And boating <of las favour with Mr W&lpole ; which k 
highly probable; becaufe he reafonably thought it for 
hisimereft to fffread wch a repbrb, and becaufe it k the 
known talent of. low and. lfttk fpirks, to' have a great 
man'* name peq>etuaHy in .theii mouths, 

Thus I havfe faffiefentty jaftified tire people* of Ireland 
from learning any bad leffon out of the dtapierV pami- 
phkts with regard to hk Majefty and his minifters : and 
therefore, if thofe papers were intended to fbw fediriofe 
among us, God be thanked the feeds have Men npon a. 
very improper fcnf. 

As to alienating the aflfe&ieri* of thd people of En- 
gland and Ireland from each other j I believe the dra- 

pi«V 
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tbo' they may poffibly fometimes complain when they 
think they are hardly ufed : however, 1 confefs, I do 
not fee that it is of any great confequence, how their 
perfonal affe&ions fland to each other, while the (ea di- 
vides them, and while they continue in their loyalty to 
the fame prince. And yet I will appeal to yon, whether 
thofe from England have reafon to complain, when they 
come hither in parfuit of their fortunes? or, whether the 
people of Ireland have reafon to boaft, when they go to 
England upon the fame defign ? 

My fecond prbpofition was, that we of Ireland are a 
free people : this, I fappofe, you will allow, at leaft with 
certain limitations remaining in your own breaft. How- 
ever, I am fure it is not criminal to affirm ; becaufe the 
words liberty and property % as applied to the fubjelt, are 
often mentioned in both houfes of parliament, as well as 
in yours and other courts below : from whence it muft 
follow that the people of Ireland do*, or ought to enjoy 
all the benefits of the common and ftatute taw ; fuch as 
to be tried by juries, to pay no money without their own 
confent as reprefented in parliament, and the like. If 
this be fo, and if it be universally agreed, that a free 
people cannot by law be compelled to take any money 
in payment, except gold and filver ; 1 do not fee why a- 
*y man ihould be hindered from cautioning his country- 
men againft this coin of William Wood ; who is endea- 
vouring by fraud to rob us of that property, which the 
laws have fecufed. If I am mi&dcen, and this copper can 
be obtruded on us, I would put the drapier's cafe in ano- 
ther light, by fuppoiing, that a perfon going into his 
ftop Ihould agree for thirty millings worth of goods, and 
force the feller tolake his payment in a parcel of copper- 
pieces intrinsically not worth above a crown : I defire 
to know whether the drapier would not be actually rob- 
bed of five and twenty (hillings; -and how far he could 
be faid to be mailer of his property ? The fame queflioa 
may be applied to rents and debts on bond or mortgage, 
and to all kind of commerce whatfoever. 

Give me leave to do what the drapier hath done more 
than once before me; which is, to relate the naked facl, 
as it Hands in the view of the world. 

One William Wood Efq; and hairi- ware-man obtains 

by 
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pier, whatever his intentions were, hath left that matter 
juft as he found it. 

I have lived long in both kingdoms, as well in coun- 
try as in town ; and therefore take myfeif to be as well 
informed as moll men in the difpofitions of each people 
towards the other. By the people I imderftand here, on- 
ly the balk of the common people ; and I defire nt 
lawyer may diftort or extend my meaning. 

There is a vein of induftry and parfimony, that runs 
thro 9 the whole people of England, which added to the 
eaiinefs of their rents makes them rich and Hardy. As 
to Ireland, they know litde more of it than they do of 
Mexico ; farther than that it is a country fubjecl to the 
King of England, foil of boggs, inhabited by wild Irifh 
•faptfls* who are kept in awe by mercenary troops lent 
Jrom thence : and their general opinion is, that it were 
better for England if this whole ifland were funk into 
thefea : for they have a tradition, that every forty years 
there mod be a rebellion in Ireland. 1 have feen the 
grofleft fuppofitions pafs upon them i that the wild Irifh 
were taken in toy Is ; bat chat in fome time they would 
grow fo tame, as to eat oat of your hands : I have been 
a&ed by hundreds, and particularly by my neighbours 
your tenants at Peppechara,. whether I had come from 
Ireland by fea : and upon the arrival of an IrHhman to 
a country town,. I have known crowds coming about him, 
.and wondering to fee him look fo much better thaa 
themJeiwesv 

A gentleman now in Dublin affirms, that paffing fome 
'months ago thro' Northampton, and hading the whole 
town in a lurry, with bells, boriefires*. and illumina- 
tions ; upon aiking die caufe, he was told, k was for 
joy, that the Irifh had fubmitted to receive Wood's half- 
pence. .This, I think, plainly (hews what fentiments 
that large town hath of as ; and how litde they made it 
their own cafe ; altho' they lie dire&ly m our way to 
London, and therefore cannot but be .frequeady con* 
vinced that we have human fhapes. 

As to the people of this kingdom, they confifl either 
fc£ Irifh papi/ls, who are as incohfiderable in point of 
power, as the women and children ; or of Engliih 
frotefiants x who. love their, brcthieaof that kingdo*, *- 

tho? 
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tho' thejr may poffibly fometimes complain when they 
think they are hardly ufed : however, I confefs, I do 
not fee that it k of any great confequence, how their 
perfbnal affections Hand to each other, while the fea di- 
vides them, and while they continue in their loyalty to 
the fame prince. And yet I will appeal to you, whether 
thofe from England have reafon to complain, when they 
come hither in purfuit of their fortunes? or, whether the 
people of Ireland have reafon to boaft, when they go to 
England upon the fame defign ? 

My fecond prbpofition was, that we of Ireland are a 
free people : this, I fuppofe, you will allow, atleaft with 
certain limitations remaining in your own breaft. How- 
ever, I am Aire it is not criminal to affirm ; becaufe the 
words liberty and property % as applied to the fubject, are 
often mentioned in both houfes of parliament, as well as 
is yours and other courts below : from whence it mud 
follow that the people of Ireland do,, or ought to enjoy 
all the benefits of the common and ftatute law ; fuch as 
to be tried by juries, to pay no money without their own 
confent as reprefented in parliament, and the like. If 
this be fo, and if it be univerfally agreed, that a free 
people cannot by law be compelled to take any money 
in payment, except gold and fUver ; 1 do not fee why a- 
ny man ihould be hindered from cautioning his country- 
men againft this coin of William Wood ; who is endea- 
vouring by fraud to rob us of that property, which the 
laws have fecufed. If I am inhtaken, and this copper can 
be obtruded on us, I would -put the jrapier's cafe in ano- 
ther light, by fuppoiing, that a perfon going into his 
ihop fhould agree for thirty millings worth of goods, and 
force the feller totake his payment in a parcel of copper- 
pieces intrinfically not worth above a crown : I defire 
to know whether the drapier would not be actually rob* 
bed of Eve and twenty millings; and how far he could 
be faid to be matter of his property ? The fame queflioa 
may be applied to rents and debts on bond or mortgage, 
and to all kind of commerce what foe ver. 

Give me leave to do what the drapier hath done more 
than once before me; which is, to relate the naked fact, 
as it Hands in the view of the world. 

One William Wood Efqj and hard- ware-man obtains 
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by fraud a patent in England to coin io8,qoo /. in cop- 
per to pafs, in Ireland, leaving us liberty to take or to re* 
fnfe. The people here, in all forts of bodies and repre- 
sentatives, do openly and heartily declare, that they will 
,not accept this coin : to juftify thefe declarations they 
generally offer two reafons ; rirft, becaufe by the words 
of the patent they are left to their own choice ; and fe- 
condiy, becaufe they are not obliged by law : fo that you 
fee there is helium atque virion, a kingdom on one fide, 
and William Wood on the other. And if Mr Wood gets 
the vi&bry at the experice of Ireland's rain, and the pro- 
fit of one or two hundred thoufand pounds (I mean by 
continuing and counterfeiting as long as he lives) for 
htmfelf ; I doubt, both prefent and future ages will at 
lead think it a very Angular fcheme. 

If this fa& be truly ftated, I mull confefs, I look upon 
it as my duty, fo far as God hath enabled me, and as 
lone as I keep within the bounds of truth, of duty, and 
of decency, to warn my fellow-fubjecls, as they value 
their King, their country, and all that ought or can be 
dear to them, never to admit this pernicious coin* ; no 
not fo much as one fingle half-penny. For if one fingle 
thief forces the door, it is in vain to talk of keeping out 
the whole crew behind. 

- And while I (hall be thus employed, I will never give 
myfelf leave to fuppofe that what I fay can either offend 
my # Lord Lieutenant, whofe perfon and great qualities I 
have always highly refpe&ed (as I am fure his Excellency 
will be my witnefs) or the minifters in England, with 
whom I have nothing to do, or they with me; much lefs 
the privy- council here ; who, as I am informed, did fend 
an addrefs to his Majefty againft Mr Wood's coin ; which 
if it be a miftake, I defire I may not' be accufed for a 
fpreader of falfe news : but I confefs, I am fo great a 
lb-anger to affairs, that for any thing I know, the whole 
t body of the council may fince have been changed : and 
altho' 1 obferved foroe of the very fame names in a late 
declaration againft that coin, which I faw fubfcribed to 
the proclamation againft the drapier, yet poffibly they 

may 
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nay be different perfons : for they are utterly unknown 
to me, and are like to continue fo. 
* In this controverfy, where the reafoners on each fide 
are divided by St. George's channel, his Majefty's pre- 
rogative perhaps would not have been mentioned, if Mr 
Wood and his advocates had not made it neceffary by 
giving out, that the currency of his coin mould be enfor- 
ced qy a proclamation. The traders and common people 
of the kingdom were heartily willing to refufe this coin ; 
but the fear of a proclamation brought along with it moft 
dreadful apprehensions. It was therefore abfolutely ne- 
ceHary for the drapier to remove this difficulty ; and ac- 
cordingly in one of his former pamphlets he produced in- 
vincible arguments, (wherever he picked them up) that 
the King's prerogative was not at all concerned - in the 
matter ; fince the law had fufficiently provided againft 
any- coin to be impofed on the fubje&, except gold and 
£lver;.and that copper is not money, but, as it hath been 
properly called, nummorum famulus. 

The three former letters from the drapier having not 
received any public cenfure, I look upon them to be with- 
out exception ; and that the good people of the kingdom 
ought to read them often in order to keep up that fpirk 
raifed againfl this deftrudHve coin of Mr Wood : as for 
this laft letter, againfl which a proclamation is nTued ; £ 
(hall only fay, that I could wifh it were Gripped of all 
that can be any way exceptionable ; which J would not 
think it below me to undertake, if my abilities were e- 
qual; but being naturally fomewhat flow of comprehen- 
fion, no lawyer, and apt to believe the beft of thofe, who 
profefs good defigns without any vifible motive either of 
profit or honour ; I might pore for ever, without diilin- 
gnifhing the cockle from the corn. 

Th at which I am told gives the greatefl offence in this 
laft letter *1s, where, the drapier affirms, that if a rebel- 
lion ihould prove fo fuccefsful as to fix the Pretender on 
the throne of England, he would venture fo far to tranf- 
grefs the Irifh fUtute> which unites Ireland to England 
under one - king, as to lofe every drop of his blood to 
hinder him from being King of Ireland. 

VctuIIL , K I 

* Letter 4. Sec the note prefixed to this letter. 
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I fliall not prefume to vindicate any man, who openly 
declares he would tranfgrefs a ftatute ; and a ftatute df 
•fuch importance: but with the moft humble fubmiffion and 
•defire of pardon for a very innocent miftake, I ihould be 
apt to think, that the loyal intention of the writer might 
be at leaft fome fmall extenuation of his crime ; for, in 
-this I confefs myfelf to think with the drapier. 

I have not been hitherto told of any other objections 
again ft that pamphlet ; but I fuppofe, they will all appear 
at the profecution of the drapier. And I think, who- 
ever in his own confcience believes the (aid pamphlet to 
be " wicked and malicious, fedirious and fcandalous, high- 
•• ly reflecting upon his Majefty and his minifters, &V." 
would do well to difcover the author, (as little a friend as 
1 am to the trade of informers) altho'the reward of 300 £ 
had not been tacked to the difcovery. I own, it would 
be a great fatisfa&ion to me to hear the arguments not 
only of judges, but of lawyers upon this cafe. Becaufe 
you cannot but know, there often happens occafions, 
wherein it would be very convenient, that the bulk of 
the people fhould be informed how they ought to con- 
duct themfelves ; and therefore it hath oeen the wifdom 
of the Englifti parliaments to be very referved in limiting 
the prefs. When a bill is debating in either houfe of 
parliament there, nothing is more ufual, than to have the 
controverfy handled by pamphlets on both fides, without 
the leaft animadverfion upon the authors. 

So here, in the cafe of Mr Wood and Tiis coin ; "fince 
the two houfes gave their opinion by addrefles, how dan- 
gerous the currency of that copper would be to Ireland, 
it was without all queftion both lawful and convenient, 
that the bulk of -the people fhould be let more particular- 
ly into the nature of the danger they were in, and of the 
remedies that were in their own power, if they would 
have the fenfe to apply them ; and this cannot be more 
conveniently done, than by particular perfons, to whom 
. God hath given zeal and underftanding fufficient for fuch 
an undertaking.. Thus it happened in the cafe of that 
deftrudtive projelt for a bank in Ireland, which was 
brought into parliament a few years ago ; and it was al- 
lowed, that the arguments and writings of fome without 
doors contributed y^ry much to rejeft it* 

Now 
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Now, Uhouldbc heartily glad, if fome able lawyers* 
would prefcribe the limits, how far a private man may 
venture in delivering his thoughts upon public matters r. 
becaufe.a true lover of his- country may think it hard to- 
be a quiet ftander-by, and an indolent looker-on, while 
a public errror prevails, by which a whole nation may ber 
ruined. Every man who enjoys property, hath fome 
£hare in the public ; and therefore the care of the public: 
is in fome degree every &ch man's concern; 

To come to particulars ; I could wifh to know, whe- 
ther it be utterly unlawful in any writer, fo much as to*> 
mention the. prerogative ; at leaft fo far- as to bring it in- 
to doubt upon any point whatsoever : I know it is often 
debated^ in Weftminfter^hall ; and Sir Edward Coke, as 
well as other eminent lawyers, do frequently. handle that- 
fubje&in- their books. 

Secondly, How far the prerogative extends to force" 
coin upon the fubjeft, which is not fterling ; fuch as lead,* 
brafs, copper, mixt metal, (hells, leather, or any other 
material; and fix upon* it whatever denomination the. 
crown (hall think fit ?. 

Thirdly, What is really and truly meant by that 
phrafe of a depending kingdom y as applied to Ireland, and- 
wherein that dependency confifleth ? 

La9TL.y, In what points relating Uy-Iiberty and pro*- 
perty the people of Ireland differ,, or at leaft ought to* 
differ, from thofe of England. 

. Ip~the& particulars were made fodean, that none could 
miftake them, it would be of infinite eafe and ufe to the> 
kingdom ; and either prevent or filence all difcontents. 

My Lord Sommers, the greater! man I ever knew of* 
your robe, and whofe thoughts of Ireland differed-as far as 
heaven and earth, from, thofe of fome others among hist 
brethren here, lamented to me, that the prerogative o£ 
the crown or the privileges of parliament mould ever be 
liable to difpute in any fingle branch of either; by which; 
means, he {kid, the- public often fuffered great incon- 
veniencjes, whereof he gave me feveral instances. . &• 
produce the authority of fo eminent a perfon to juftify 
my defires, that fome high points might be cleared. 
Fo* want of fuch known* afcertainment how far a.waa- 
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ter may proceed in expreffing his goodwHhcs for his coon- 
try, a perfbn of the moft innocent intentions may poffibly 
by the oratory and comments of lawyers be charged with 
many crimes, which from his very foul he abhors ? 
and confequently may be ruined in his fortunes, and left 
to rot among thieves in fome (linking jail, merely for 
miftaking the purlieus of the law. I have known in my 
life-time a printer profecuted and convicted for publish- 
ing a * pamphlet, where the author's intentions, I am 
confident, were as good and innocent as thofe of a mar- 
tyr at his laft prayers. I did very lately, as I thought" 
it my duty, preach to the people und£r my ihfpe&ion 
upon the fubje& of Mr Wood's coin ; and altho' I never* 
heard that my fermon gave tlje leaft offence, as I am fure 
none was intended* yet* if it were now printed and 
published, I cannot fay, I would infure it from the hands 
of the common hangman, or my own perfon from thofe 
of a meffenger. 

I have heard the late Chief Juftice Holt affirm, that in 
all criminal cafes the moft favourable interpretation mould 
be put upon words that they can poffibly bear. Yoa 
meet the fame petition afferted in many trials for the 
greateft crimes ; tho* often very ill pra£Ufed by the per- 
petual corruption of judges. And I remember at a trial" 
in Kent, where Sir G forge Rook was indi&ed for calling 
a gentleman knave and villain, the lawyer for the de- 
fendant brought off his client by alledging, that the words 
were not injurious ; for knave jn the old and true fignifi- 
cation imported only a fervant ; and villain in latin is 
n/i//icus 9 which is no more than a man employed in- 
country labour, or rather a baily. 

If Sir, John Holt's opinion were a ftandard maxim for' 
all times and circum fiances, any writer with a very fmall 
ineafure of difcretion might eafily be fafe ; but I doubt 
in practice it hath been frequently controlled, at lead be- 
fore his time : for I take it to be an old rule in law. 

I have read, or heard, a paftage of fignor Leti an 

Italian ; who being in London, burying himfelf with wri- 

: tiny 

• Suppofed to be, A prapo/al for the unhret&l ufc of Irifh 
B&itfturts, written by the author. •' 
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ting the hiftory of England, told King Charles II. that: 
he endeavoured as much as he could to avoid giving 
offence, but found it a thing impoffible, altho' he mould- 
have been as wife as Solomon. The King anfwered; 
that, if this were the cafe, he had better em ploy .his time 
in writing proverbs as Sol6mon did : but Leti lay under 
bo public neceffity of writing > neither would England 
Have been one halfpenny the-better of the worfe^ whether * 
he writ or no. 

This I mention, becaufe I know it will readily be ob- 
jected ; what have private men to do with the public?, 
what call had a drapier to turn i politician, .to meddle in 
matters of ftate I would not his time have been* better - 
employed in looking to his (hop ; or his pen in writing - 
proverbs, elegies, ballads, garlands, and wonders?- he 
would then have been out of alLdanger of proclamations, 
and profecutions.. Have we not able magistrates and ; 
counsellors hourly watching over the public weal ? All 
this may be true : and yet when the addreffes from both . 
honfes of Parliament againft Mr Wood's half-pence fail* 
cd of fuccefs, if fome pen had not been employed to in* ' 
form the people how far they might legally proceed in 
refuting that coin, to detect th* fraud, the artifice,- and 
infolence of (he-coiner, and to lay open the molt ruinous 
coniequences to the whole kingdom, which would inevir 
tably follow from the currency of the {aid coin, 1 might 
appeal to many hundred thoufand people, whether anyt 
one of diem would ever have had the courage or (kgacujr 
Co refufe it. m • 

. Ip this copper fhould .begin to make its way among the- 
common ignorant people, we. are inevitably undone. It 
is they, who give us die greateft apprehemlon, being 
eafily frighted, and greedy to fwallow mif-informations r 
for, if every man Were wife enough to underftand his owa 
intereft, which is every man's principal ftudyv there 
would be no need of pamphlets upon this occafton : but 
as things Aand. I have thought if absolutely neceflaryi 
from my duty to God, my King, and my country, to in- 
form the <peopfe, that the ftoilamation lately iflued a* 
gainft the drapier doth not in the lead affeft the cafe of 
Mr Wood and his coin; but only refers to certain para* 

Kj i« \ •. ^graphs. 
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graphs in the drapier's laft pamphlet t> (not immecEatdjj 
relating to his fabjed, nor at all to the merits of the 
Caufe) which the government was pleaied to diflike ; fa 
that any man has the fame liberty to rejeft, to write, 
and to declare again ft this coin, which he had before ; 
neither is any man obliged to beKeve, that thofe honour-, 
abb perfons (whereof you are the firft), who figned that 
memorable proclamation againft the drapier, hare at all 
changed their opinions with regard to Mr Wood, or his 
coin. 

Th*rbvorb concluding my felf to oe thus far upon a 
Jafe and fare foot, I Oiall -continue upon any proper oc- 
cafion, as God enables me, to revive and prc&rve that 
fjpirit railed in the nation (whether the real author were a 
teal drapier or no is little to the purpofe) againflthis hor- 
rid defign of Mr Wood ; at the fame time carefully watch- 
ing every ftroke of my pen, and venturing only to incur 
the public cenfure of the world as a writer,* not of my 
Lord Chief Juftice Whitfhed as a criminal. Whenever 
an order (hall come out by authority, forbidding all men 
upon the higheft penalties to offer any thing in writing or 
difcourfe againft Mr Wood's half-pence, I fhall certainly 
Fubmin However, if that mould happen, I am deter* 
mined to be fomewhat more than the tail man in the king- 
dom to receive them ; becaufe I will never receive 
them at all : for altho* I know how to be filcnt, I have 
not yet teamed to pay a&ive obedience againft my con- 
icience, and the public fa&ty. - 

I defire tp put a cafe, which I think the drapier in 
feme of his books hath pot before me ; altho' not fo 
fully as it requires. 

You know the copper half-pence in England are coin- 
ed by the public ; and evety piece worth pretty near the 
value of the copper. Now fuppofe, that, inftead of the 
public coinage, a patent bad been granted to- fonac pri- 
vate, obicure perfbn'for coining a proportionable quanta 
ty of copper in that kingdom,: to what Mr Wood is pre- 
paring in this ; and all of it at leaft five times below the 
tntrinfic value: ithe current money of £o gland is reckon* 
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•d to be twenty millions ; and ours, under *five hundred 
thoufand pounds : by this computation, as Mr Wood 
hath power to give us 108,000 pounds ; ib the patentee 
in England,, by the* fame proportion might circulate four 
millions -three- hundred and twenty thoufand poandsj be* 
fides as< much more by ftealth and cotmterfeits.- Ldefire 
to know from you, whether the Parliament might not 
have addrefTed upon fuch an -occasion ; what fuocek they 
probably would have had; and how many drapiers would 
have rHen to pefter the world with pamphlets : yet that 
kingdom would not be fo r great a fiifrerer as ours in the* 
like cafe ; becaufe' their cafti would hot be conveyed into 
foreign countries, but lie hid in the chefts of cautious 
thrifty men until better times. Then I defire-for the fa* 
tisfaction of the public, that you will pleafe to inform 
me, why this country is treated m (o very different a 
manner in a point of fuch high importance; whether it 
be on account of Poining's aft; of firbordi nation ; de- 
pendence; or aay other term of art, whkh I fhall not 
conteft, but am 4 too dull to understand. 

1 am very fenfible, that the good or HI fuccefs of Mr 
Wood will afFe& you left than any perfon of coniequence 
hi the kingdom ; becaufe I hear you are fo prudent as to 
make all your purchafes in England ; and truly fo would 
X, if I had money, altho* I were to pay a hundred years 
purchase; becaufe I mould be glad to pofleis a free-hold* - 
that-could not be taken from me by any law, to which I 
did not give my own content : and where I fhould never 
be in danger of receiving my rents in mixt copper at th« 
lofs of fixteen millings in the pound. You can live itt 
cafe and plenty at Pepperhara m Surry ; and therefore 
I thought it extremely generous and puUk-fpirited • irf 
you to be of the kingdom's fide in this dispute by (hew* 
ing without referve your drfapprobation of Mr Wood's 
defign ; at leaft if you have been fo frank to others as 
you were- to mc; which indeed I could not but won- 
der at, considering how much we differ in other points ; 
and therefore 1 could get but few believers, • when 

1 
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I attempted to jollify you in this article from yoiurow* 

words. 

I would humbly offer another thought* which I do 
sot remember to have fallen under the drapier* s obser- 
vation. If thefe half-pence ihould once gain admittance* 
k is agreed, that in no long fpace of time, what by the 
dandeftine practices of the coiner, what by his own coun- 
terfeits, and thofe of others either from abroad or at 
home, his limited quantity would be tripled upon us, un- 
til there would not be a grain- of gold or filver vifible in 
the nation. This in my opinion would lay a heavy charge 
upon the crown, by creating a necefiity of transmitting 
money from England to pay the falaries at lead of the 
principal civil officers: for 1 do not conceive how a judge 
(for in fiance) could fupport his dignity with a thoufand- 
pounds a year in Wood's coin ; which would not intrin- 
sically be worth near two hundreds To argue that thefe 
half-pence, if no other coin were current, would anfwe* 
the general ends of commerce among ourselves, is a great 
miftake, and the drapier hath made that matter too clear 
to admit an anfwer, by {hewing us what every owner of 
land mad be forced to do with the produ&s of it in fucK 
a diflre fs. You may read his remarks at large in his Se- 
cond or third letter ; to which I refer you. 

Before 1 conclude, I cannot but obferve, that for fe* 
• vera! months pail the.re have more papers been written in 
this town, fuch as they are, all upon- the bed public prin- 
ciple, the love of our country, than perhaps hath been 
known in any other nation in fo ihort a time : 1 (peak in 
general from the drapier down to the maker of ballads | 
and all without any regard to the common motives of 
'writers ; which are" profit, favour, and reputation. As 
to profit, I amaflured by perfons of credk, that the befi 
ballad upon Mr Wood will not yield above a groat to the 
author; and. the unfortunate adventurer Harding * de- 
clares he never made the drapier any prefent, except one 
x f>air of fchTars. As to favour, whoever thinks to make 
his court by pppoftng Mr Wood h not very deep in poli; 
tics. And as to reputation, certainly no man of worth 

. * and 

-+ The printer of the drapier** letters;* 



.letter vi; : f*r 

and learning would employ his pen upon fo tranfitory 9 
fubject, and in fc obfcure a corner of the world, to dif-> 
tinguifh himfelf as an author. So that I (look upon my 
felt, the drapier, and my numerous brethren, to be alt 
true patriots in our feveral degrees. 

"All that the public can expect fQr the future is» only 
to be fometimes warned to beware of Mr Wood's half- 
pence ; and to be referred for conviction to the drapier's- 
reafons. For a man of the moil fuperior undemanding 
will find it impoffible to make the beft u(e of it, while 
he writes in conftraint : perpetually foftening, correcting,. 
or blotting out expreffions, for fear of bringing his printer, 
or himfelf, * under a • profebution from my Lord Chief 
Juftice Whitfhed. It calls to my remembrance the mad- 
man in Don Quixote, who, being foundly Jbea^en by a 
weaver fdr letting a ftone (which he always carried on hid - 
flioylder) fall upon a fpaniel, apprehended- that every cur* 
he met was of the fame (pedes. 

For thefe reafons I am convinced, thai what I have* 
now written will appear low and infipid ; but if it contri- 
butes in the lead to preferve that union among us for op-, 
poling this fatal project of Mr Wood, my pains will not 
be altogether loft. 

1 lent thefe papers to an eminent lawyer., (and yet a 
man of Virtue and learning into the bargain), who after 
many alterations returned them back with alluring me 
that they are perfectly innocent ; without the leaft mix- 
ture of treafon, rebellion, fedition, malice, difaffection, 
reflection, or wicked infinuation whatfbever. 

If the bell- man of each parifh, as f he goes his circuit, 
would cry out every night, paft twelve o i * clock : beware 
gf Wood'/ half-pence ; it would probably cut off the oc- 
cafion for publifhing anymore pamphlets, provided that 
in country towns it were done upon market-days. For 
my own part, as foon as it fhall be determined, that it 1*9 
not againft law, I will begin the experiment in the liberty 
of St Patrick's ; and hope my example may be followed 
in the whole city. But if authority fhall think fit to for- 
bid all writings, or difcourfes upon this fubject, except 
fuch as are in favour of Mr Wood, I will obey as it be- 
comes me ; only when I am in danger of burfting, I wit 
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f»8 To LORD MIDDLBTON. 

£o and whifper among the reeds, not any refle&ion op- 
on the wifdom of my countrymen $ bnt only thefe fw 
words, BEWARE OF WOOD'* HALF- PENCE. 

jwr mofl ohaRint, 

Detmy-houTe, bumbli firvanf,. 

OS. 16. 1724. 
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■An humble AD D R E S S .to both HouTes of 

Parliament f* 



By M. B. Drapier. 



Multa gemens ignominiam flagafyut fuperbi 
Viftoris. ** m 

I HAVE been told, that petitions and addreffes, to ei- 
ther King or parliament, are the right of every fub- 
jec"r. ; provided they coniift with that refpedt, which is due 
to princes and great aflemblies. Neither do I remember, 
that the modeft propofals or opinions of private men have 
been ill received, when they have not been delivered in 
the ftyle of advice; which is a prefumptioa far from my 
thoughts. However, if propofals mould be looked upon 
as too afluming : yet I hope, every man maybe fuiFered 
to declare his own and the nation's wifhes. For in- 
fiance ; I may be allowed to wi/h, that fome further 
laws were enacted for the advancement of trade, for the 
improvement of agriculture, now ftrangely negledled a- 
gainft the maxims of all wife nations: for fupplying the 
manifeft defers in the a&s concerning the plantation of 
trees : for fetting the poor to work ;. and many others. 
' Upon this principle I may venture to affirm, it is the 

hearty 

f This addrefs is without a date, but it appears to have 
been written during the firft feffion of parliament in Lord Carte- 
ret's government, tho* it did not appear till it was infertcd with 
the proceeding letter in the Dublin edition of 17 3 J. 

Among other accuracies in the Iri/h edition, two dates are afc 
figned to the following tract ; in the advertisement prefixed it is 
laid to have been written the firft feffion of Carteret's govern- 
ment, and in the title page to be written before his asrival* 
Uuwkef, • 
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hearty wi(h of the whole nation, very few exce^&ft, that 
the parliament in this feffcon would begin by ftri&ly ex- 
amining into the dcteftable fraud of one William Wood, 
Jiow or late of London, hard-ware man ; who illegally , 
and clandeftinely, as appears by your own votes and ad- 
dreifes, procured a patent in England for coining half- 
pence in that kingdom to be current here. This, 1 fay, is 
the wifti of the whole nation, very few excepted ; and up- , 
on account of thofe few is more ftrongly and juftly the 
wifh of the reft : thofe few confiding either of Wood's 
confederates, fome obfcure tradefmen, or certain bold 
UNDERTAKERS of weak judgment and ftrong ambi- 
tion, who think to find their account in the ruin of the 
nation by fecuring or advancing themselves. And be- 
caufe fuch men proceed upon a fyftem of politics, to 
which I would fain hope you will be always utter 
Grangers, I fhall humbly lay it before you. 

Be pleafed to fuppofe me in aftation of fifteen hundred 
pounds a year, ialary and perquifites ; and likewife pof- 
iefTed of 800 /. a year re,al eftate. Then fuppofe a de- 
finitive project to be on foot ; fuch for inftance as this 
of Wood ; which, if it fucceed, in all the confequences 
naturally to be expelled from it, muft fink the rents and 
wealth of the kingdom one half, (altho' I am confident* 
it would have done fo five iixths.) Suppofe, I conceive 
that the countenancing, or privately fupporting this 
projett, will pleafe thofe by whom I exped to be pre- 
served, or higher exalted :. nothing then remains, but to 
compute and balance my gain and my lofs, and fum up 
the whole. I fuppofe that I fhall keep my t employment 
ten years, not to mention the fair chance of a better. 
This at 1500/. a year amounts in ten years to 15000/. 
My eftate by the fuccefs of the faid project finks 400 /• 
a year ; which at twenty years purchafe, is bat 8000 /. 
fo that I am a clear gainer of 7000 /. upon the balance. 
And during all that period I am pofleffed of power and 
credit, can gratify my favourites, and take vengeance on 
my enemies. And if the project mifcarry, my private 
merit is ftill entire. This arithmetic, as horrible as it 
appears, I knowingly affirm* to Have been pra&ifed, and 
applied in conjunctures, whereon depended the ruin or 
(afety of a nation : altho 9 probably the charity and vir- 
tue 
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toe of a fenate will hardly be induced, ro believe, that 
there can be fach monfters among mankind. And yet 
the wile Lord Bacon mentions a fort of people, (I doubt 
the race is not yet extinct) who would fet a houfe on fire 
Jbr the convenience of roafting their own eggs at the 
flame. 

But whoever is old enough to remember, and hath 
turned bis thoughts to obferve the courfe of public affairs 
in this kingdom from the time of the revolution, muft ac- 
knowledge, that the higheft points of intereft and liberty 
have been often facrificed to the avarice and ambition of 
particular perfons upon the very principles and arithmetic* 
that I have fuppofed : the only wonder is, how thefe 
artifts were able to prevail upon numbers, and influence 
even public aflembfies to become inftruments for effect- 
ing their execrable deiigns. 

It is, I think, in all conference latitude enough for 
vice, if a man in ftation be allowed to adt injuftice upon 
the ufual principles of getting a bribe, wreaking his ma- 
lice, ferving his party, or confulting his preferment, 
while his. wickednefs terminates in the ruin only of par- 
ticular peribns. But to deliver up our whole country* 
and every living foal who inhabits it, to certain deftru&i- 
on, hath not, as I remember, been permitted by the 
moil favourable cafuifts on the fide of corruption. It 
were far better, that all who have had the misfortune to 
be born in this kingdom, mould be rendered incapable of 
holding any employment whatfoever above the degree 
of a -eofiftabUy (according to the fcheme and intention of 
a * great mimfier gone to his own place) than to live un- 
der die daily apprehenfion of a few faife brethren among 
ourfelves. Becaufe, in the former cafe, we ftould be 
wholly free from die danger of being betrayed ; fince 
none could then have' impudence enough to pretend any 
public good. 

It is true, that in this defperate affair of the new half- 
pence I have not heard of any man above my own degree 
of a (hop-keeper to have been hitherto fo bold, as in di- 
rect terms to vindicate the fatal project ; altho' I have 
been told of feme very mollifying expreffions which wiere 

L ufed, 

• The late Earl of Sunderland. 
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«fed, and very gentle expedients bropbfed and handed 
about, when it firft came under debate : but iince the 
fcyes of the people have been fo far opened, that the moft 
ignorant can plainly fee their own ruin in the fuccefs of 
Wood's attempt, thefe grand compounders have been 
more cautious. 

But that the fame fpirit fHil fubfifts, hath mani feftly 
appeared (among other instances of great compliance) 
from certain circumftances, that have attended fome late 
proceedings * in a court of judicature. There is not 
any common- place more frequently infilled on by thofe, 
who treat of our conftitution, than the great happinefs 
and excellency of trials by juries ; yet if this blefledpart 
of our law be eludible at pleafure by the force of power, 
frowns and artifice, we (hall have little reafon to boaft of 
our advantage in this particular over other ftates or king- 
doms in Europe. And furely thefe high proceedings, 
exercifed in a point that fo nearly concerned the life- 
blood of the people, their necefTary fubiiftence, their very 
food and raiment, and even the public peace, will not al- 
low any favourable appearance" ; becaufe it was obvious, 
that fo much fuperabundant zeal could have no other de- 
(ign, or produce any other effedt, than to damp that fpi- 
rit raifed in the nation againft this accurfed fcheme of 
William Wood and his abettors ; to which fpirit alone 
we owe, and for ever muft owe, our being hitherto pre- 
ferved, and our hopes of being preferved for the future, 
if it can be kept up, and ftrongly countenanced by your 
wife aflemblies. I wifh I could account for fuch a de- 
meanor upon a more charitable foundation, than that of 
putting our intereft in over-balance with the ruin of our 
country. 

I remember fome months ago, when this affair was 
frefti in difcourfe, a perfon nearly allied to SOMEBODY, 
or (as the hawkers called him) NOBODY, who was 
thought deeply concerned, went about very diligently a- 
mocg his acquaintance to (hew the hadconfequences, that 

might 
• < • * 

' • By Chief Juftice Whitflied, wnofe method with a jury may 
be feen in the note which follows the propofalfor the uje df Irifli 
maaufafttircf, and that at the end of fiafonabk sdvtie to a grand' . 
jury* Hawkef* 
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might follow from any public refentment to the drfad van- 
tage of his ally, Mr Wood; principally ailed ging thedan r 
ger of all employments being difpofed of from England, 
One of thefe emiflaries came to me, and urged the fame 
topic : I anfwered naturally, that I knew there was no 
office of any kind, which a man from England might not 
have, if he thought it worth his afking ; and that I look- 
ed upon all who had the difadvantage of being born 
here, as only in the condition of leafers and gleaners*. 
Neither could I forbear mentioning the known fable of 
the countryman, who entreated his afs to fly for fear of 
being taken by the enemy ; but the afs refufed to give 
hlmfelf that trouble* and upon a very wife reafon ; be* 
caufe he could not pofEbly. change his prefent mailer for - 
a worfe : the enemy could not make him fare, harder, 
beat him more cruelly, or load him with heavier burdens. 

Upon thefe and many other considerations I may affirm, 
it to be the wifhof the whole nation, that the power and 
privileges of juries were declared, afcertained, and con- 
firmed by the legiflature ; . and that whoever hath beeit 
manifefrly known to violate them, might be ftigmatized- 
by public cehfure ; not from any hope that fuch a cenfure. 
will amend their pfa&ices,. or hurt their inter eft (for it 
nay probably operate quite contrary in both) but- that 
the nation may know their enemies from their friends. 

I fay not this with any regard or .view to myfelf ; for 
I write in great fecurity ; and am refolved that none {hall- 
merit at my expence, further than by fhewing their zeal: 
to difcovei, profecute and condemn me for endeavouring? 
to da my duty in ferving my country : and yet I am con**: 
fcious to myfelf, that I never had the lead intention^ 
refleft on hjs Majefty's minifters, nor. on any other per-r 
fon, except William Wood, whom I neither did, nor do ; 
yet conceive to be of that number. However, foma 
would have it, that \ went too far ; but- 1 fuppofe they 
will now allow themfelves rai (taken. I am fure I might? 
eafily have gone further, and I think I could not eafily 
have fared worfe. And therefore I was no further af- 
fe&edwith their, proclamation, and fubfequent proceed— 
iags, than a good clergyman is wkh the fins of the peo.-> 
pie. And as to the poor printer, he is now gone to ap- 
pear before a higher, and before a righteous tribunal. 

L z. Am 
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• As my intention is only to lay before your great afTem* 
blies the general wifhes of the nation ; and as I have al- 
ready declared it our principal w3h, that your fir ft pro* 
ceeding would be to examine into the pernicious fraud of 
William Wood ; fo I miift add as die unrveHai opinion; 
that all fchemes of commutation, composition, and the 
like expedients, either avowed or implied, will be of the 
inoft pernicious confequences to the public ; againft the 
dignity of a free kingdom ; and prove an encouragement 
to future adventurers in the feme deftru&ive projects, 
tor it is a maxim, which no man at prefent difputesv-that 
even a connivance to admit one thoufand pounds in tbeie 
half- pence will produce in time die feme ruinous effects, 
as if we openly contented to admit a million. It were 
therefore infinitely more fofc and eligible to leave things 
in the doubtful, melancholy (rate they are at preftnty 
(which however God forbid) and traft entirely Co thege- 
fteral averfion of our people againft this coin, ring alt 
koneft endeavours to preferve, continue, and increase that 
averfion, than fubmfr to apply thoie palliatives whkhf 
weak, perfidious, or abjedfc politicians are upon all oc- 
casions, and in aU difeaies, fo ready to admimiler* 

In the fmail compafs of my reading (which hew ever 
lhath been more extend ve than is ufualto memof my in* 
ferior calling) I have obferved, that grievances have al- , 
ways preceded fupplies, and if ever grievances had a tide 
to fuch a pre-eminence, itmuft be this of Wood ; becaufe 
it is not only the greateft grievance that . any country 
could fuffer, but a grievance of fuch a kind, that, if it 
ihould take effect, would make it impoflible for us to 
give any fupplies at all, except in adulterate copper ; 
nnlefs a tax were laid for paying die civil and military 
lifts, and the large peniions, with real commodities in* 
Head of money ; which however might be liable to feme 
&w objections as well as difficulties : for altho' die com* 
zhon (bldiers might be content with beef and mutton, and 
wool, and malt, and leather ; yet I am in fome doebt as ' 
ttfthe general*, the colonels, the numerous penfioners, 
thie civil officers and others, who all live in England up- 
on frith pay, as well as thofe few who refide among us 
only becaufe they cannot help it. 

There is one particular, which altho' I have mtn- 
- * » - doned 
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tioned more than once in fome of my former papers, yet: 
I cannot forbear to repeat* and a little enlarge upon it j; 
becauie L do not remember to have read op heard of the?? 
like- in the hiftory of any age or country ; neither do It 
ever reflect upon it without the utmoft aifonUhment. 

ApTBiuthe unanimous addxeiTes to his. (acred Maje&y 
againltthis patent of Wood from both houfes of pa/lia* 
meat, which are the three eftates of die kingdom * antfe 
Ikewife an address from the privy council, to whom min- 
der the chief governors the whole administration is in- 
traded ;. the matte* is. referred to a committee of council 
in London. Wood and his adherents are heard on- oner 
|de ; and a few volunteers* wijthotit any truft or di*ec"tioia 
from hence» on this other. The queftion (as J temenw 
bcr) chiefly turned upon the want of half-pence in Ire- 
land : witneffes are called on the behalf of Wood (of 
what credit I have formerly (hewn*) : upon the iffue the* 
patent i» found good and legal - r all his Majeft/s officers 
iere (not. excepting the military), commanded to be aid-* 
ing and afifting to make it effectual ;. the addrefles off 
wrohoufcsof partiaifceriti flf tile privy couaQil, a.nd o£ 
Ae city of Dublin* the declarations of moil counties and?: 
corporations thro' the* kingdom, are altogether- laid afida- 
*ft of no-weight, confequence, of confideration whatfoe* 
ver ; and the whole kingdom of Ireland nonfat ted in de*- 
£uik of appearance ; as if it wene a private caufe between* 
John Dow, plaintiff, and William Row* defendant-. 

Wnr» great refpeft to- thofe honourable perfeas, the. 
committee of council in London, I have not underitootfc 
them to be our govern©?*, «otmfellors, or judges. Nd* 
ther did our cafe turn at all upon the queftion, whether. 
Ireland wanted halfpence. For there is no doubt, but 
we do want both fcalf-penCergekl, and ulver ; and w« ; 
have numberlefs other wants, and.fcme that we are nor 
fo muck as allowed, tcname,, attno' they are peculiarity. 
thiflL nation, to- which no otheris fubject, whom Qc<h 
hath Wefled with religion and laws, or any degree of 
fed and ftn&ine :• but foe what demerits on our- fide. I. 
am altogether in the dark. 

But I do not ifcmcmbcr* that our wan* of halfpence 

* 

• Jn letter as. 



u6 TheDRAPIER's LETTERS. 

was either affirmed or denied in any of our addrefles op 
declarations againft thofe of Wood. We alledged the 
fraudulent obtaining and executing his patent, the bafe- 
nefs of his metal, and the prodigious turn to be coined, 
which might be increaied by ftealth, from foreign impor- 
tation, and his own counterfeits, as well as thofe at home : 
whereby we mud infallibly lofe all our little gold and (li- 
ver, and all our poor remainder of a very limited and 
diicouraged trade. We urged, that the' patent was palled 
without the leaft reference hither ; and without men- 
tion of any fecurity given by Yjfood to receive his own 
half- pence upon demand ; both which are contrary to 
all former proceedings in the like cafes. Thefe, and 
many other arguments we offered ; but ftili the patent 
went on, and at this day oar ruin would have been naif 
compleated, "if God in his mercy had not railed an uni- 
verfar deteftation of thefe half-pence in the whole king- 
dom, with" a firm resolution never to receive them, fince 
we are not under obligations to do- fo by any law either 
human or divine. 

But, in the name of God and of all juftfce and piety, 
when the King's Majefty was pleated that this patent mould 
pafs, is it not to be underftood, that he conceived, belie- 
ved, and intended it as a gracious aft, for the good and 
benefit of his fobjefts, for the advantage of a great and 
fruitful kingdom; of the moil loyal kingdom upon earth, 
where no hand or roiee was ever lifted up againft him i 
a kingdom, where the paflage is- not of three hours front 
Britain ; and a kingdom, where Papifts have Ms power, 
and lefs land than in England £ Can it be denied, or 
doubted, that his Majefty's mkitiltrs underftood, and pro- 
pofed the fame end, the good of this nation, when they 
advifed the paifing this patent ? Can die perfon of Wood 
be otherwife regarded,, than as the infirument, the me* 
chanic, the head-<workman>, to prepare his farnace, hi* 
fuel, his metal, and his ftamps ? Jf I employ a jbo*»boj t 
is it in view to his advantage, or to my own convenience r* 
I mention the perfon of William Wood alone; becaufe 
no other appears, and we are not to reafon upon furmifes\ 
neither would it avail, if they had a real foundation. • ^ 
- Allowing therefore, (fo* we Cannot do lefs) that this 

patent 
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.patfcnt~fbr the coining of half-pence was wholly intended 
by a- gracious king, and a wife public- fpiri ted miniftryi 
for the advantage of Ireland.; yet when the whole king* 
dam* to a man r for whofe goad the patent was designed, 
do upon xnatireft confideration univerfaUy join in openly 
declaring, proteiBng, addreffing, petitioning againft thefe 
half-pence, as the moft ruinous project that* ever was fet 
on foot to compleat the flavery and deftm&ion of a poof 
innocent country r is it r <wa$ it r can it, or will it ever 
be a queftion, not whether fuch a kingdom, or William 
Wood, fbould be a gainer ; but whether fuch a kingdom 
fhould be wholly undone, defiroyed, funk, dipoftdated y xnadt 
a fcene of mifiry and de/i/atio*,. for- the face of William 
Wood ?' God of his infinite- mercy avert this dreadful 
judgment ; and it-is our univerfal wiih, that God would 
put it into your hearts- to be bis, inftruments for fo good 
awogk. 

FoRr my own part; who am but one man, of obfcure 
condition, I do rolenuily declare in the prefence of al- 
mighty God, .that I will itiffer the mofb ignominious and 
torturing death* rather than fiibmit to reeerve this aocurfed 
coin) <o* any other tha&fhalr be liable to the fame ot» 
je&ionsy. until they fhaH be forced upon me by a law of 
my own country ; and if that fhall ever happen, I will 
tranfport onyfelf into fome foreign land* and eat the bread 
of poverty among a free people* 

Am T legally punifhable for thefe expreffions? ihall a* 
nothe* proclamation iffue againft me, becauie Lprefume 
to take my country's part againft William Wood, where 
her final: deftru&ion is intended ?. But whenever you-fhall 
pleafe to impofe filence upon me, I will fubmit \ becanfo 
l look upon* your unanimous voice to be the voice of the 
nation.; and this I have been taught; and do believe, to 
he in feme manner the voice i of God- ' 

The great: ignominy of awhole kingdom Tying (b long 
•t mercy under fo vile an adverfary, is fuch a deplorable 
aggravation, that the utmoft expreffions of fhame. and 
rage are too low to fet it J forth r and therefore I fhall 
leave it to . receive fuch a refentment, as is worthy of a 
Parliament. 

It is likewife our univerfal *xijb y that his Majefty fhould 
giant libecty to coin half-pence in this kingdom for our 

own 
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own ufe, under fuch reftri£ion as a- Parliament fcw fttU 

advife ; fince the power of coining even gold and filver if 

poffeffed by every petty prince abroad \ and was always* 

pra&ifed by Scotland to the very time of the union; yet 

ferely Scotland as to foil* climate, and extent, is not in* 

itfelf a fourth pan the. value of Iceland (for. BimopBur. 

net fiiys, it is not above die fortieth part in vahie to the 

left of Britain). ; and with refpoft to the profit that Eng* 

{and gains from hence, not the forty tiioufandth'part^ 

Altho' 1 muft confefi, that a mote in the eye, or a thorn 

in the fide, is more dangerous and. painful than a bean* 

or a fpike at a diftance. 

, The MiloneaofEnglarid^aodofMo^orJBerCoiitttoe^ 

abound in relating the numerable,, and fometimes the moff 
tragical efre&s from the abuibs of coin by debating the 
*etal,.by ieJfcmrrg or inhandag the value upon oceafionv 
to the public lofs; of which we have an example withi* 
our own memory fn England, and another very lately in 
France. It is the tendered point of eovernmemV affe&* 
fog. every individual, in the higheft degree. When the 
fame of money is arbitrary or imfettleo^-neniancan-wcp 
be faid to have any property at all ; nor is any wound lo 
Suddenly felt, fo hardly cured, ox that leaves fuch deep 
«nd laflijQg fi^rs behind it. 

. I conceive this poor unhappy iiland to have a. title to- 
feme indulgence from England j not only upon the fcor* 
of chriftianity, natural equity, . and the general rights of 
mankind* but chiefly on account of that immense pro£t 
they receive from us; without which that kingdom would 
make a vtry different figure in Europe from what it doth 
atprefent. 

Thb rents of land in Ireland, finee they have been of 
late fa enormoufly raifed and fcrewed up, may be com* 
puted to about two millions ; whereof one third part afc- 
kaff is directly tranfmitted to thofe, who are perpetual 
abfeatees in England * as I find by a computation made 
with the affiftance of feveral flcilful gentlemen. 
. The other articles, by which we are altogether lofers* 
and England a .gainer, we found to amomt to alnsorl as 
much more. 

I will only fet down as many heads of them as I can 

semembcr t 
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remember, afcd leave; then* to- the confidetfationof thofe* 
who underftand accounts better than I pretend to do. •. 

The oecafioaal abfente«, for bofinefs* health, or di- 
version. 

Three fborths of- the revenue of the thief governor* 
during hi* abfence; which k ufually four fifths of hi* 
government. 

The whole revenue of the poft-offics. * , 

Ths numerous pen£oas paid to perfons in England, 

The pay of the chief officers of the army abfent i» 
England, which is a great film. 

Four comaiinloners of the revenue, always abfent . 

Civil employments very numerous, and of great in* 
come. 

The vaft charge of appeals to (fee houfe of Lords, and 
to the court of [delegates* 

- Students at the inns of court, and the two ufliver«r 
Sties. 

Eighty thourand pounds fent yearly to England fern 
eaalsj whereof the prime, coil is nothing* and therefore, 
the profit wholly theirs. 

Owe harxdred thoufand pounds paid feveral years pa$ 
for cpm feat enter hither from, England ; the effect of out 
own great tuuifilom m discouraging agriculture. , 

Thb kind li^writy granted us of wearing Indian fluffs* 
and callicoes, ta gratify the vanity and folly of our woi 
men ; which,* b^udes the profit to England f, \s an in? 
conceivable lofs to i:% forcing the weavers to he^ in out 
Erects, ox ftraritpen. them/elves to fotreigncountnes. 

The prodigious lo6 t& ns, and gain to England, . by 
felling them all our wool at their .own rates i whereof 
the ffianura£tare exceeds above ten times the prime coft i 
a proceeding without example in the cbrijlia* or if gat tern, 
nwrki, 

Ou* own wool retamedupon us in EngKlh suuio£k 
Sores to our infinite ftane'atkl, damage, and die great, 
advantage of England. 

The fall profit of all our mines accruing to England ar 
an effect of great negligence and ftupidity. 

An 

• • • 

t From whence theft commodities were exported to Ireland; 
the Eaft-India company only having a right to import tb««L 
from the coenuy in which they are manna^hnxd. tiavkf. 
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An afre£Utsoa among us of liking all kind of good* 
made in England f. * 

- These and many other articles, which I cannot recoi- 
led at prefent, are agreed by judicious men to amount 
to near feven hundred thoufand poands per ann. clear 
profit to England. And upon the whole, let any* man 
look into thofe authors who write upon the fubjecl of 
commerce, he fhali find, thatthere is not one tingle article 
in die efientials or cif cumftances of trade, whereby a 
country can be a lofer, which we do not poflefs in the 
highefl perfection > fomewhat in every particular, that 
bears a trim} of analogy to William Wood; and now the 
branches, are all est off, be rjands ready with his ax at 
the root. 

• Upon this fubje& of perpetual abfentees I have (pent 
, fome time in very infignificant reflexions ; • and confider* 
big the ufual motives of human actions, which are flea- 
fure t profit and ambition, I cannot yet comprehend how 
thofe perfons find their account in any of the three, I 
fpeak not of thofe Bngliih peers or gentlemen, who be- 
fide their eftates at home have pofleffions here, for in that 
Cafe the matter is defperite ; but 1 mean thofe lords, and 
wealthy knights, or fquires, whofe birth, and partly their 
education and all their fortune (except fome trifle, and? 
that in a very few inftances) are in this kingdom.* 1 
knew many of them well enough during^ Several years, 
when I refided in England ; and truly I could not difco- 
Vei\ that the figure they made was by any means a fob- 
je& for envy, at leaft it gave me two very different paf- 
fions. For-, excepting the advantage of going now and 
then to an opera, or fometitaes appearing behind' a crowd 
at court, or adding to the ring of coaches in Hide-Park,' 
or lofing their, money at the chocolate-houfe, or getting 
news, votes, and minutes about five days before us in* 
Dublin- j I fay, befidesthefe and a few other privileges 
of lefs importance, their temptations to live in London* 
were beyond my knowledge or conception! And I ufed to* 
Wonder, how a man of Birch and rpirit could endure to 

k . ■ ■ be 

f Many of the above articles have .been fince particularly 
commuted by another v writer, to whofe treatife the reader is re-. 
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be wholly infignificant and obfcure in a foreign country 
when he might live, with luftre in his own ; and even at 
lefs than half that expence, which he (trains himfelf to 
make without obtaining any one end, except that which 
happened to the frog, when he would needs contend for 
fize with the ox. I have been told by fcholars, that 
Caefar faid he would rather be the firft man in 1 know 
not what village, than the fecond in Rome. This per- 
haps was a thought only fit for Cxfar: but to be prece- 
ded by thoufands and negle&ed by millions ; to be wholly 
without power, figure, influence, honour, credit, or di- 
ftinc*tion, is not in my poor opinion a very amiable fitua* 
tion of life to a person of' title or wealth, who can fo 
cheaply and eafily fhine in his native country. 

But, befides the depopulating of . the kingdom, the 
leaving fo many parts of it wild and uncultivated, the 
ruin of fo many country feats and plantations, the cutting 
down all the woods to fupply expences in England ; the 
abfence of fo many aoble and wealthy perfons hath been 
the caufe of another fatal confequence, which few per- 
haps have been aware of. For if that very confiderable 
number of lords, who poflefs the ampleft fortunes here, 
bad been content to live at home, and attend the affairs 
of their own country in parliament; the weight, reputa- 
tion, and dignity thereby added to that noble houfe would 
in all human probability have prevented certain proceed- 
ings, which are now ever to be lamented, becaufe they 
never can be remedied : and we might have then decided 
our own properties among ouHelves, without being for- 
ced to travel five hundred miles by feaand land to another 
kingdom for juftice, to our infinite expence, vexation, 
and trouble ; which is a mark of fervitude without ex- 
ample from the practice of any age or nation in the world* 

I have fometimes wondered, upon what motives the 
peerage of England were fo defirous to determine out 
controverfies, becaufe I have been allured, and partly 
know, that the frequent appeals from hence have been 
very irkfome to that illuftrious body; and whoever hath 
frequented the painted chamber and courts of requefts 
muft have obferved, that they are never fo nobly filled, 
as when an Iriih appeal is under debate. 

Th* 
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The peers of Scotland, who are very numerous, were 
content to refide in their caftles and houfes in that hleak 
and barren climate ; and altho' foxne of them made fre- 
quent joumies to London, yet I do not remember any 
of their greaceft families, till very lately, to have made 
England their conftant habitation befbre.the union : or if 
they did, I am fare it was generally to their own advan- 
tage ; and whatever they got, was employed to cultivate 
and increaie their own eftates ; and by that means enrich 
themfelves and their country. 

As to the great number of rich abfentees under the de- 
gree of peers ; what particular ill effects their abfence mav 
nave upon this kingdom, befides thofe already mentioned, 
may perhaps be too tender a point for me to touch. But 
whether thofe, who live in another kingdom upon geat 
eftates here, and have loft all regard to their own country, 
further than upon account c£ the revenues they receive 
from it ; I fay, whether fuch perfons may not be prevail* 
ed on to recommend others to vacant feats, who have no 
interett here except a precarious employment, and con* 
fequendy can. have no views, but to preferve what they 
have got, or to be higher advanced : this*, I am fure, is 
ft very melancholy queftion, if it bt a queftion at all, 
- But, befides the prodigious profit which England re- 
ceives by the tranfmittal thither of two thirds of the re- 
venues of this whole kingdom, it hath another mighty ad* 
Vantage by making our country a receptacle, wherein to 
difburden themfelves of their fupernumerary pretenders 
to offices ; perfons of fecond rate merit in their own coun- 
try, who, like birds of paflage, mod of them thrive and 
fatten here, and fly off when their credit and employments 
are at an end. So that Ireland may juftly lav what Lu- 
ther faid of himfelf ; POOR Ireland maketh maty rich. 
' If amidft all our difficulties I fhould venture to affert, 
that we have one great advantage, provided we. could xm- 

{rove it as we ought, I believe moil of my readers would 
e long in conjecturing, what poffible advantage could e- 
*er fall to our (hare. However, it is certain, that all 
the regular feeds of party and faction among us are en<- 
tirely rooted out, 'and if any new ones (hall fpring up, 
they mud be of equivocal generation, without any feed 
at all; and will juftly.be imputed to a degree of ftupidity 

beyond 
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beyond even what we have been ever charged with upon 
the (core of our birth-place and climate. 

The parties in this kingdom (including thofe of mo- 
dern date) are, firft, of thofe who have been charged or 
fufpe&ed to favour the Pretender ; and thofe who were 
zealous oppofers of him. Secondly, of thofe who were 
for, and againft a toleration of diffenters by law. Third- 
ly, of high and low church ; or (to fpeak in the cant of 
the times) of Whig and Tory. And fourthly, of court 
and country. If there be any more, they are^ beyond my 
obfervation or politics ; for as to fubaltern or occafional 
parties, they have all been derivations from the fame 
originals. 

Now it is manifeft, that all thefe incitements to faction, 
party, and divifion, are wholly removed from among us. 
For as to the Pretender, his caufe is both defperate and 
obfolete : there are very few now alive, who were men 
in his father's time, and in that Prince's interefl ; and in 
all others the obligation of confcience hath no place *: 
even the Papifts in general of any fubftance or eftates, 
and their pried s almoft univerfally, are what we call 
Whigs, in the fenfe which by that word is generally un- 
derlbod. They feel the fmart, and fee the fears of their 
former wounds ; and very well know, that they mufr, be 
made a facrifice to the lead attempts towards a change ; 
altho' it cannot be doubted, that they would be glad to 
have their fuperflition reftored under any prince what- 
foever. 

Secondly, The diffenters are now tolerated by law : 
neither do we obferve any murmurs at prefent from that 
quarter, except thofe reaionable complaints they make of 
perfecution, becaufe they are excluded from civil employ- 
ments ; but their number being very fmall in either houfe 
of Parliament, they are not yet in a fituation to erect a 
party , becaufe however indifferent men may be with re- 

fard to religion, they are now grown wife enough to 
now, that if fuch a latitude were allowed to diffenters, 
the few fmall employments left us in cities and corpora- 
tions would find other hands to lay hold on them. 
Vol. III. M Thirdly, 

* The obligation arifing from their having fworn allegiance, 

llavtkef. 
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Thirdly, The difpute between high and loiv church 
is now at an end ; two thirds of the hifhopi having been 
promoted in this reign, and mofl of them from England, 
who have beftowed all preferments in their gift to thofe 
they could well confide in : the deanries all, except three, 
and many principal church livings, are in the donation, 
of the crown : fo that we already pofTefs fuch a body of 
clergy, as will never engage in controversy upon that an- 
tiquated and exploded iubjecl. 

Lastly, As to court and country parties, fo famous and 
avowed under moll reigns ia Englifh Parliaments : this 
kingdom hath not for feveral years paft been a proper 
ftene, whereon to exercife fuch contentions ; and is now 
lefs proper than ever ; many great employments for life 
being in diftant hands, and the reverfions diligently 
watched and fecured : the temporary ones of any inviting 
value are all beftowed elfewhere as faft as they drop, and 
the few remaining are of too low confideration to create 
contefts about them, except among younger brothers, or 
tradefmen like myfelf. And therefore, to inflitute a court 
and country party without materials, would be a very new 
fyftem in politics*, and what I believe was never thought 
on before ; nor unlefs in a nation of ideots can ever Suc- 
ceed, for the moft ignorant Irifh cottager will not Jell his 
cow for a groat. 

Therefore I conclude, that all party and faQion with 
regard to public proceedings are now extinguifhed in this 
kingdom *; neither doth it appear in view how they can 
pofiibly revive, unlefs fome new caufes be adminiftered ; 
which cannot be done without croffing the interefts of 
thofe, who are the greateft gainers by continuing the fame 
meafures. And general calamities without hope of re- 
drefs are allowed to be the great uniters of mankind. 

However we may diflike the caufes, yet this effed of 
begetting an univerfal concord among us in all national 
debates, as well as in cities, corporations, and- country 
neighbourhoods may keep us at leaft alive, and in a condi- 
tion toeatthe little bread allowed us in peace and amity. 
I have heard of a quarrel in a tavern, where all were at 

daggers- 

* Since this difcourfc was written, it hath appeared by expe- 
rience, that the author was much miftaken in his conjectures. 
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daggers -drawing, till one of the company cried out, de- 
firing to know the fubjeft of the quarrel ; which when 
none of them could tell, they put up their fwords, fat 
down, and patted the reft of the evening in- quiet. The' 
former part hath been our cafe, I hope the latter will be 
fc too ; that we fhall fit down amicably together," at lead 
until we have fomething that may give us a title to fall 
out, fince nature hath inftrufted even a brood of gojlings to' 
fiick together, while the kite is hovering over their htads. 

Iris certain, that a firm union in any country, where' 
every man wifhes the fanje thing with relation to the pub- 
lic, may in feveral points of the greateft importance ift 
feme meafure fupply the defect of power and even of thofe' 
rights, which are the natural and undoubted inheritance of 
mankind. If the univerfal wifh of the nation upon any 
point were declared by the unanimous vote of the houfe 
of Commons, and a reasonable number of Lords, I 
mould think myfelf obliged in confeience to act in my 
fphere according to that vote ; becaufein all free nations I 
take the proper definition of law to be, " the will of the 
majority of thofe who have the property in land ;' which, 
if there be a monarchy, is to be confirmed by the royal 
aflent. And altho' fuch votes or declarations have not ' 
received fuch a confirmation for certain accidental reafons; 
yet' I think they ought to be of much weight with the * 
fubjeft, provided they neither oppofe the King's prero- 
gative, endanger the peace of the nation, .nor infringe 
any. law already in force ; none of which however can 
reasonably be fiippofed/ Thus- for inftance, if nine in. 
tent>f the houfe of Commons, and a reafonable number 
of native temporal Peers, fhould declare, that whoever' 
received or uttered brafs coirr, except under certain limi- 
tations and fecurities, fhould be deemed as enetrfies to the* 
King and the nation ; . I fhould think it a heinous fin in 
myfelf to aft contrary to fuch a vote : and if the fame* 
power fhould declare the fame cenfure againfl thofe, who 
wore Indian fluffs and callicoes or woollen manufaftores 
imported from abroad, whereby this nation is reduced to~ 
the lowefl ebb of mifery, I fhould readily, heartily, and 
chearfully pay obedience ; and to my utmoft power per- 
fsade others to do the like ; becaufe there is no law of? 

M z "• tmV 
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this Jand obliging us cither to receive fuch coin, or to> 
wear fuch foreign manufa&ures. 

* Upon this lajl article I could humbly wifh, that the 
reverend the clergy would fet us an example by content- 
ing themfelves with wearing gowns and other habiliments 
of Jrifh drapery -, which, as it would be fome incitement 
to the laity, and fet many hands to work, (b they would 
find their advantage in the cheapness, which is a circum- 
ftance not to be negle&ed by too many among thatvene* 
rable bedy. f And in order to this I could heartily de- 
fire, that the moft ingenious artifts of the. weaving trade 
wxuld contrive* fome decent fluffi! and filks, for clergymen 
at reafonable rates. 

I have prefTed feveral of oar moil fubftantial brethren, 
that the whole corporations of tueaven in filk and wool- 
len would publifh fome profofals (I wifh they would do it 
to both houfes of Parliament) inviting perions of all de- 
grees and of both fexes to wear the woollen and filk ma* 
nufaftures of our own country; entering into folemn, 
mutual engagements, that the buyer mail have good, 
fubftantial, merchantable ware for his money, and at a 
certain rate, without the trouble of cheapening. So that 
if 1 fent a child for a piece of fluff of a particular colour 
and nnenefs, I mould be fure not to be deceived ; or if 
I had reafon to complain, the corporation mould give me 
immediate fatisfa&ion ; and the name of the tradefman, 
who did me the wrong, mould be publifhed ; and warn- 
ing given not to deal with him for the future ; unlefs the 
matter plainly appeared to be a miftake : for, befide the 
trouble of going from (hop to mop, an ignorant cuflomer 
runs the hazard of being cheated in the price and good* 
nefs of what he buys, being forced to an unequal com- 
bat with a dextrous and difhoneft man in his own calling. 
Thus our goods fall under a general difreputation ; and 
the gentry call for Englifh cloth or filk, from an opinion 

hey 

* This hath fince been put in practice by the perflations and 
influence of the fuppofed author; but much defeated by the moft 
infamous fraud of fhopkeepers. Hawief, 

f This fcheme was likewife often urged to the weavers by 
the fuppofed author; but he could never prevail on them to put 
H in practice. Hacwkef* 
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they have (and often too juftly by our own faults) that 
the goodnefs more than makes up for the difference of ' 
price. 

Besides, it hath been the fottifh and ruinous- practice 
of us tradefraen upon any great demand of goods either ' 
at home or from abroad to raife the prices immediately, > 
and manufacture the faid goods more {lightly and frau- 
dulently than before. 

Of thefe foul and foolifh proceedings too manyinftances - 
night be produced; and I cannot forbear mentioning one ' 
whereby this poor kingdom hath received fuch a fatal * 
blow in the only article of trade allowed us of any import- 
ance, that nothing but the fuccefs of Wood's project 
could oat- do it. During the late plague in France, the 
Spaniards, who buy their linen cloths in that kingdom, 
not daring to venture thither for fear of infection, a very 
great demand was made here for that commodity, and 
exported to Spain : but whether by the ignorance of the 
merchants, or difhonefty of the northern weavers, or the 
collufion of both, the ware was fo bad, and the price ib 
exceffive, that, except fome fmall quantity which was ibid 
below the prime coft, the greateft part was returned ; and! 
I have been told by very intelligent perfons, that if we 
bad been fair dealers, the whole current of the linen trade 
to Spain would have taken its courfe from hence. 

If any punifhment were to be inflicted on numbers of 
men, furely there could none be thought too great for 
iuch a race of traytors, and enemies to God and their 
country ; who for the profpect of a little prtfcnt gain do 
not only ruin themfelves (for that alone would be an ex- 
ample to the reft, and a bleffing to the nation) but fell 
their fouls to hell, and their country to detraction. And 
if the plague could have been confined only to thofe who 
were partakers in the guilt, had k travelled hither from 
Marfeilles, thofe wretches would have died with lefs title 
to pity, than a highway-man going to the gallows. 

But it happens very unluckily, that for fome time fad, 
all endeavours or propofals from private perfons to ad- 
vance the public (ervke, however honeftly and innocently 
defigned, have been called flying in the king's 
face ; and this to my knowledge hath been the ft vie of 
fome per/out, whofe anajfrrs (I mean thofe among them 

M 5 who 
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who had any) and themfelves have been flying in prince* 
faces thofe fourfcore years ; and from their own inclina- 
tions would do fo ft ill, if their intereft did not lead them 
rather to My in the face of a kingdom, which hath given 
them wings to enable them for fuch a flight. 

Thus, about four years aga, when a difcourfe * was 
published endeavouring to perfuade our people to wear 
their own woollen manufactures, full of the moil dutiful 
expreffions to the King, and without the leail party hint, 
it was termed flying in the King's face ; the printer was 
profecuted in the manner we all remember, and I hope it 
will fomewhere be remembered further, the jury Kept 
eleven hours, and fent back nine times, till they were 
under the necelftty of leaving the prifoner to the mercy 
of the cour s t, by a fpecial verdict ; the f judge on the 
bench invoking Cod for bis nxsittitjs, when he aflerted, that 
the author's defign was to bring in the Pretender. 

And thusalfo my own poor endeavours to prevent the 
ruin of my country by the admiflion of Wood's coin 
were called by the fame performs, flying in the King i sface; 
which I dire&ly deny i for I cannot allow that vile re- 
prefentation of the royal countenance in William Wood's 
adulterate copper to be his facred Majejfty's face; or if it 
were, my flying was not againfl the impreffion, but the 
bafenefs of the metal ; becaufe I well remembered, that 
the image which Nebuchadnezzar commanded to be fet up 
fur all men to fall do<wn and wjorJ/:ip it, was not of COP- 
PER, but pure gold. And I am heartily ibrry, we 
have fo few royal images of that metal among us ; the 
fight whereof, altholt could hardly increafe our venera- 
tion for his Majefty, which is already fo great, yet would 
very much enliven it with the mixture of comfort and 
fa tis faction. 

Alexander the Great would fuiFer no ftatuary, except 
Phidias, to carve his image in ftone pr metal. How muft 
he have treated fuch an operator as Wood, who goes a- 
bout with iack-fulls of drofs, odioufly mifreprefenting 
his Prince's countenance ; and would force them by thou- 
sands upon every one of us at above fix times the value. 

But 

* The propofa) for the ttotvcrfaJ u& of IrUh manufa&ures. 

| Judge Whkihcd, 
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But, notwithftanding all that hath been objected by 
William Wood himfelf, together with his favourers, a- 
bettors, fupporters, either public or private ; by thofe 
who connive at this project, or difcourage and difcounte- 
nance his oppofers for fear of lefiening their favour, or 
hazarding thei* employments ; by thofe, who endeavour 
to damp the fpirit of the people raifed againft this coin, 
or check the honeft zeal of fuch as by their writings or 
difcourfes do all they can to keep it up ; by thofe foften- 
ers, fweeteners, compounders, and expedient-mongers, 
who fhake their heads fo ftrongly that we. can hear their 
pockets jingle ; I did never imagine, that in detecting 
the practices of fuch enemies to the kingdom 1 was flying 
in the King's face ; or thought they were better *epre- 
fenters of his Majefty than that very coin, for which they 
are fecret or open advocates. #> 

If I were allowed to recite only thofe wifhes of th$ 
nation, which may be ia our power to attain ; I think 
they might be fummed up in thefe few following. 

First, That an end might be put to our apprehen- 
fions of Wood's half-pence,, and to any danger pf the 
like deftructive fcheme for the future. 

Secondly,. That half- pence might be coined k* thia 
kingdom by a public mint with due limitations. 

Thirdly, That the fenfe of both houfes of Parlia- 
ment, at lead of the houfe of Commons, were declared 
by fome unanimous and hearty votes againft wearing any 
filk or woollen manufactures imported from abroad ; as 
likewife againft wearing Indian filks or callicoes, which 
are forbidden under the higheft penalties in England : 
and it behoves us to take example from fo wife a nation; 
becaufe we are under a greater neceflity to do fo, fince 
we are not allowed to export any woollen manufactures 
of our own ; which is the principal branch of foreign 
trade in England. 

Fourthly, That fome effectual methods may be ta- 
ken to civilize the poorer fort of our natives in all thofe 
parts of this kingdom, where the lrim abound, by intr^ 
during among them our language and cuftoms ; for want 
of which they live in the utmoil ignorance, barbarity, and 
poverty, giving themfelves wholly up to idlenefs^ naiti- 
uefs, and thievry, to the very great and juft reproach of 

too 
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too many landlords. And if 1 had in me the lead fpirhv 
of a projector, I would engage, that this might be ef- 
fected in a few years at a very inconfiderable charge. 

Fifthly, That due encouragement (hould be given 
to agriculture ; and a (lop put to that pernicious practice 
of graziers eng'rofiing vaft quantities of land, fome times 
at great diftance ; whereby the country is extremely de- 
populated. 

Sixthly, That the defe&s m thofe a£ls for planting 
fbreft trees might be fully fupplied, fince they have hi- 
therto been wholly ineffectual ; except about the demes- 
nes of a few gentlemen ; and even there in general very 
unflrilfully made/ and thriving accordingly. Neither 
hath there yet been due care taken to preserve what is 
planted, or to enclofe grounds ; not one hedge in a hun- 
dred coming to maturity for want of (kill and indufhy. 
The neglett of copfing woods cut down hath Jikewife 
been of very evil confequences. And if men were re- 
fbained from that unlimited liberty of cutting down their 
own woods before the*proper time, as they are in fome 
other countries, it would be a mighty benefit to the king- 
dom. For, I believe, there is not another example in 
Europe of fuch a prodigious quantity of excellent tia> 
ber cut down in fo (hort a time, with (b little advantage 
to the country either in (hipping or building. 

I may add that abfurd practice of cutting turf without 
any regularity ; whereby great quantities of reftorable 
land are made utterly defperate, many thousands of cat- 
tle deftroyed, the turf more difficult to come at and carry 
home, and lefs fit for burning; the air made unwhol- 
fome by ftagnating pools and nfarihes $ and the very fight 
of fuch places offeniive to thofe who ride by. Neither 
fhould that odious cuftoro be allowed of cutting Jaa-w* 
(as they call them) which is flaying of the green furface 
of the ground to cover their cabins, or make up their 
ditches ; (bmetimes in (hallow foils, where all is gravel 
within a few inches ; and (bmetimes in low ground, with 
a thin green fward, and doughy underneath ; which la/r 
turns all into bog by this mismanagement. And 1 have 
heard from very flcilful countryjnen, that by thefe two 
pra&ices in turf and fcraws the kingdom lofeth (bine 
hundreds of acres of profitable land every year ; befides 

the' 
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the irreparable lofs of many fldrts of bogs, which have a 
green coat of grafs, and yet are mangled for turf: and 
befides the want of canals by regular cutting, which 
would not only be a great convenience for bringing their 
turf home at an eafy rate, but likewife render even the 
larger bogs more dry and fafe for fummer pafture. 

These, and foine other fpeculations of the like kind, 
I had intended to publifli in a particular difcourfe againft 
this feffion-of parliament ; becaufe, in fome periods of 
my life, I had opportunity and curiofity to obfcrvc, from 
what caufes thofe great errors in every branch of coun- 
try-management have arifen ; of whicti J have now ven- 
tured to relate but few out of very many ; whereof fome 
perhaps would not be mentioned without giving offence, 
which I have endeavoured by ail pofiible means to avoid* 
And for the fame reafon I chofe to add here the little I 
thought proper to fay on this fubjeft. 

But, as to the lands of thofe who are perpetual abfen- 
tees, I do not fee any probability of their being ever im- 
proved. In former times their tenants fat at eafy rents ; 
but for fome years pail they have been, generally fpeak- 
ing, more terribly racked by the dexterity of mercileis. 
agents from England, than even thofe who held undee 
the feyereft landlords here. I was allured upon the place 
by great numbers of credible people, that a prodigious 
cftate in the county of Cork being let upon leafes for 
lives, and. great fines paid, the rent was fohigh, that the 
tenants begged leave to furrender their leafes, and were 
content to lofe their fines. 

' The cultivating and improvement of land is certainly 
* fabjeft worthy of the higheft inquiry in any country, but 
especially in ours ; where we are fo ftrangely limited in- 
every branch of trade, that can be of advantage to us,, 
^d utterly deprived of thofe, which are of the greatefe 
importance ; whereof I defy the moft learned man ia 
Europe to produce me an example from any other king-* 
dom in the world : for we are denied the benefit which 
God and nature intended to us ; as manifeflly appears by 
°w happy fituation for commerce, and the great number 
of our excellent ports. So that, I think, little is left us, 
befides the cultivating our own foil, . encouraging agri- 
culture, and making great plantations of trees, that we 

might 
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might not be under the neceffity offending for corn and* 
bark from England, and timber from other countries. 
This would increafe the number of our inhabitants, and 
help to confume our natural produces, as well as manu- 
. failures at home. And I (hall never forget what I once - 
ventured to fay to a great man in England : that few po- 
liticians, with all their fchemes, are half-fo ufeful mem- 
bers of a commonwealth as an honeft farmer 5 who, by 
fkilfully draining, fencing, manuring and planting, hath* 
iocreafed the intrinfic 'value of a piece of land r and 
• thereby done a perpetual fervice la his country ; which it 
• is a great controverfy whether any of the former ever 
did, fince the creation of the world ; but no controverfy 

at* 



Altho', in the foregoing letters, Dr Swift talks of liberty irr 
t Arain highly becoming a warm and* zealous defender of the 
rights of his country, which he maintains with great force of 
law, reafon, jufticc, and eloquence ; he never once deviates, Ja 
the whole courfe of his arguments, from the diftinguilhing ch'a- 
ra&eriuHcs of the moll loyal fubjett ; whatever might to the con- 
trary have been fbppoftd by a few degenerate flaves and fyco- 
phants in thofe days ; even by that 'fort of people, who* as the 
wife Lord Bacon exprefles.iv would fet a houfe on fir* for the 
convenience of roafting their own. eggs at the flame. 

D. Swift. 
However indeed (uch was the iniquity of the times, that a re- 
ward of 300 /. was offered for the author of the 4th letter, chief- 
ly becaufe he had maintained therein the liberty of his country, 
and declared in very high terms worthy of a brave and refolute 
mind, that he would continue firm and faithful to his Sovereign 
Lord the King, whatever turn, in the viciflitudes of this world, 
kis Majefty's affairs might poflibly take in other parts of his do- 
minions. — I (hall only remark upon this docVine, the contrary of 
which would, I think, have been high treafon, and again/fr his > 
oath of alUgiance, that how much foevcr it was condemned in-; 
the 17x4 by flaves and flatterers, it was in the 1745- fo universal*- 
ly eftablifbed in the minds of men, that if there had been occt- 
fion for the people of Ireland to have drawn the fword in de- 
. fence of their (Sovereign (which, befide their loyalty and afTctlion 
to his Majefty, they have many reafon 5 to thank God for that. 
there was not) K. George II. would undoubtedly have been ftp- 
ported in his right to the imperial kingdom of Ireland, let lus 
Majefty's affairs, in other parts of his dominions, have taken what 
tofU they might, by 300,000 as brave militia as any to be found 

throughout 
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at all, that ninety nine in a hundred have [done abun- 
dance of mifchief. 



throughout all Europe; even by the grand-children of thole men 
fo renowned for their valorous atchievements in the days of K. 
"William III. — ■ — As the author of the 4th letter could not be dif- 
xrovered, Harding tfce printer was indicted in the ufbal forms, and 
brought to the King's bench, to be tried before that William 
Whitfhed above mentioned. But the noble jury, friends to their 
country and to the public intereft, would not find, the bill. 'Where- 
upon the Chief Juftice in a rage diflolved the jury : on account 
of which he defcrved to have been impeached by the houfe of 
Commons ; becauie the difiblvbg of a grand jury, &c. Sec a- 
We, p. 80. 1. $* Swift. 
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A full and true Account of the folemn pro- 
ceflion to the Gallows, at the execution 
of William Wood, Efq; and Hard- 



ware-man *, 



\ 



[Written In the year 1724.] 



SOME time ago, upon a report fpread, that William 
Wood, Hard- ware-man, was concealed in his bro- 
ther-in-law's f houfe here in Dublin, a great number of 
people of different conditions, and of both fexes, crowd- 
ed about the door, determinately bent to take revenge 
upon him, as a coiner and a counterfeiter. . Amongft the 
reft, a certain curious perfon Handing in a corner obfer- 
ved, that they all difcovered their refentments in the pro- 
per terms and expreffions of their feveral trades and cal- 
lings ; whereof he wrote down as many as he could re- 
member ; and was pleafed to communicate them to me, 
with leave to publifh them for the ufe of thofe, who at 
any time hereafter may be at a loft for proper words 
wherein to exprefs their good difpofitions towards the 
faid William Wood. 

The people cried out to. have him delivered into 
their hands* 

Says the parliament-man. Expel him the boufe. 

2d parliament-man* I fecond that motion. 

Cook. Fll bafte him. 

2d Cook. I'll give him his belly-fulL 

3d Cook. I'll give him a lickin the chops. 

4th Cook. I'll fowce him. 

Drunken- 

• In this piece the author makes the feveral artificers attend 
William Wood (reprefented by a log of timber) to the gallows, 
and each tradeiman exprefles his relentment in the terms of nis 
proper calling. Then follows the proceffion, moA humorouJiy 
defcribed. The whole is a piece of-ridicule too powerful for tnc 
ftrongeft gravity to withftand. Orrery* 
f One Molyneux an ironmonger. 
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Drunken-man. I'll beat him as long as I czxiftand. 

Bookfeller. I'll tarn over a new leaf with, him. 

Sadler. 1*11 pummel him. 

Glazier. I'll make the light fhine thro 9 him.' 

Grocer. I'll pepper him. 

Groom. I'll curry his hide. 

'Pothecary. I'll pound him. 

2d 'Pothecary. Til beat him to mummy. 

School -mailer. I'll make him an example. 

Rabbet-catcher. I'll ferret him. 

Paviour* I'll thump him. 

Coiner. I'll give him a rap. 

WHIG. Do<wk with him. 

TORY. Up with him. 

Miller. I'll dafli out his grinders. 

2d Miller. D*«him. 

Boat-man. Sink him. 

Scavenger. Throw him in the kenneU 

Dyer. Ill beat hjm black and blue. 

Bagnio -man* I'll make the boufe too hot for him. 

Whore. Put rot him. 

2d Whore. Let me alone with him. 

3d Whore. Clap him up. 

Muftard-maker. I'll have him by the nofe. 

Curate. I'll make the dew/ come out of him. 

Popifh-prieft. I'll^feS* him to the devil. 

Dancing-maftef. I'll teach fih* better manners, 

2d dancing mailer. I'll make him cut a caper three 

ftory high. 
Farmer. PI! tbrajh him. 
Taylor. I'll fit on his Jkirts. 
2d taylor. Hell is too good for him. 
3d taylor. I'll pink his doublet. 

4th taylor. Ill make his a make buttons. 

Baflcet- maker. I'll hamper him. 
Fidler. I'll have him by the ears. 
2d Fidler. Ill bang him to fomttune. 
Barber. I'll have him by the beard. 
2d Barber. Ill pull his wbijkers. 
3d Barber. I'll make his hair Hand on end. 
4th Parber. I'll comb his locks. 
Tinker. I'll by what metal he's made of. 
Vol. III. N Coblex. 
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Cobler. I'll make an end of him. 
Tobacconiih I'll make him fmoak. 
2d TobaccQnift. Til make him fet up his pipes. 
Gold finder. I'll make him ftink. 
Hackney- coachman. I'll make him know his driver. 
, 2d Hackney- coachman. I'll drive him to the devil. 
Butcher. I'll have a limb of him. 
2d Butcher. Let us blow him up. 
3d Butcher, My knife in him. 
Nurfe. I'll J<waddle him. 
Anabaptift. We'll dip the rogue in the pond. '. 
Oftler. I'll rub him down* • 

Shoemaker. Set him iri* the flocks. » 

Banker. I'll kick him to half-crowns,. 
2,di Banker. I'll pay him off. 
Bowler. I'll have a rubber with him. 
Gamefter. I'll make his bones rattle. 
Bodice-maker. I'll lace his fides. 
Gardener. I'll make him water his plants. 
Ate- wife. I'll reckon with him. 
Cuckold. I'll make him pull in his horns. 
Old woman. I'll mumble him. 
Hangman. I'll throttle him. 

But at laft the people, having received aflurances, that 
William Wood was neither^ th*4}Oufe nor kingdom, 
appointed certain commifiioners to hang him in effigie ; 
whereof the whole ceremony and procqflion deferve to 
be tranfmitted to pofterity. 

First, The way was cleared by a detachment of the 
blackguards > with fhort flicks in their hands, and cock- 
ades of paper in their hats. 

Then appeared William Wood, Efq; represented to 
the life by an old piece of carved timber, taken from the 
keel of a fhip. Upon his face, which looked very dif- 
mal, were fixed at proper diftances feveral pieces of his 
own coin, to denote who he was, and to (ignify his cal- 
ling and his crime. He wore on his head a peruke, very 
artfully compofed of four old mops ; a halter about his 
neck ferved him for a cravat. His cloaths ware indeed 
not fo neat and elegant as is ufual with perfons in his con- 
dition (which Come cenforious people imputed to affefta- 
, tipn) 
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tion) for he was covered with a large rugg of feveral 
colours in patchwork ^ he was born upon the moulders 
of an able-bodied porter. In his march by St. Stephen's* 
green, he often bowed on both fidesto fhew his refpe&s 
to the company ; his deportment was grave > and his 
countenance, tho' foxnewhat penfive, was very compo- 
fed. 

Behind him followed his father alone, in a long 
mourning cloak, with his hat over his nofe, and a hand- 
kerchief in his left hand to wipe the tears from his face. 

Next in order marched the executioner himfelf in> 
perfon ; whofe venerable afpect drew the eyes of the whole 
affembly upon him ; but he was further diftinguifhed by 
a halter, which, he bore upon his left Shoulder as the 
badge of his office. » % 

Then followed two perfons hand in hand; the oner 
reprefenting William Wood's brother-in-law ; the other 
a certain fadler, his intimate friend, whcfe name I for- 
get. Each had a fniall kettle in his hand, wherein was 
a reafonable quantity of the new half- pence. At proper 
periods they mook their kettles, which made a melan- 
choly found, like the ringing of a knell for their partner 
and confederate. 

Aftbr 'thefe fqllowed feveral officers, whofe affiflance 
was necefTary for the more decent performance of the 
great work in hand. 

The proceffion was clofed with an innumerable crowd- 
of people, who frequently ient out loud huzza* s ; which 
were cenfured by-wifer heads as a mark of inhumanity,, 
snd an ungenerous triumph over the unfortunate, with- 
out duly confidering the various viciflitudes of human life.- 
However, as it becomes an impartial hiftorian, I will not 
conceal one obfervation, that Mr Wood himfelf appeared 
wholly unmoved, without the leaft alteration in his coun- 
tenance ; only when he came within fight of the fatal 
free, which happened to be of the fame fpecies of timber 
with his own perfon, he feemed to be fomewhat penfive. 

At the place of execution he appeared undaunted, nor 
was feen to fhed a tear. He made noTefiftance, but fub- 
nritted himfelf with great refignation to the hangman, who- 
was indeed thought to ufe him with too much roughnefs*. 
either killing him, nor afking him pardon. His dying- 

- N a SPEECH 
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SPEECH was printed, and deferves to be written in let- 
ters of G O L D. Being, afked whether it were his own 
true genuine SPEECH, he did not deny it. 

Those of the fofter fex, who attended the ceremony, 
lamented that fo comely and well timbered a man fhould 
come to fo untimely an end. He hung but a fhort time; 
for upon feeling his breait, they found it cold and ft iff. 

It is fb-ange to think, how this melancholy ipeclacle 
turned the hearts of the people to companion. When 
he was cut down, the body was carried through the 
whole city to gather contributions for his wake ; and all 
forts of people {hewed their liberality according as they 
were able. The ceremony was performed in an ale-houfe 
of dift inftion, and in a manner fuitable to the quality of 
the deceafed. While the attendants were dilcourfing a- 
bout his funeral, a worthy member of the aflembly flood 
op and propofed, that the body fhould be carried out the 
next day, and burned with the fame pomp and formalities 
ufed at his execution ; which would prevent the malice of 
his enemies, and all indignities that might be done to 
his remains. This was agreed to; and about nine o'clock 
on the following morning there appeared a fecond pro- 
ceffion. But, burning' not having been any part of the 
fentence, authority thought fit to interpofe, and the 
corps was refcued by the civil power. 

We hear the body is not yet interred ; which occafions 
many fpecularions. But what is more wonderful, it is 
pofitively affirmed by many who pretend to have been 
eye-witneffes, that there does not appear the leail altera* 
tion in any one lineament or feature of his countenance ; 
nor vifible decay in his whole frame, further than what 
had been made by worms long before his execution. The 
fol ution of which difficulty, 1 ihall leave among naturalifts* 
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Some Considerations on the .attempts to pafifc 
Mr Wqqp's bvlj&s money in Ireland, 

By a lover of his country, 

IT is a melancholy cpnfrderation, to fee "the feveraf I 
" refolutions and addreflfe$ of both houfes of Parlia- 
" ment of Ireland, during their late fefTion, the late ad- 
" drefs of his Majefty's juftices *and privy-council of that 
" kingdQjn, and the petition of the county of the city of ." 
"Dublin ;" whereby the unanimous fenfe of this nation/, 
and t€ the great apprehenfions they were under, from im- 
" porting and uttering copper halfpence and farthing* 
" in Ireland, by virtue of the patent granted tp William, 
11 Wood," have been reprefented in the ftrongelt terms : . 
I fey ; it is a melancholy confederation, to fee the forc^ • 
of all tjiefe reprefe.ntations, eluded by the petitions of aVi 
fingle perfon, luch as Mr Wood. 

Jf juiHce flood on the fide of this fingle perfon, it 
ought to give good men pleafure to fee that right fhould . 
take place - 9 but when, on the contrary, the common*, 
weal of a. whole nation, the quieting the minds of a peo-< 
pie diirjra&ed with appreheniipn of the utmoft danger tp - 
their propejrtjes s nay, the preferyation of the purity bf 
their laws, is overborn by private in tereft, what good . 
man but muft lament fuch an unhappy ftate of affairs?/ , 

And fince the matter was of this importance, and feeing • 
*d to carry with it the tefti.mony of heaven, in the uni-- 
verfa] cry of the people, how could any particular mem- 
bers of a community, which fyad thus with one voice dev 
precated the evil, with any (hew of reaifdn take upon 
them the rifque of any mifcarriage }n a trial, in a fuborf 
dinate court ? 

It was jo pur gracious Sovereign, that all thefe addrefS- 
es and petitions were prefented: it was into his fatherly 
hands the whole nation cpmmitted the. care of thc/r 
.caufe; and it would have been thehighefl piece Of arro 1 - 
f ance, for #ny pejfon t® have prefumed to take upon 
• ' -' K N-$± '~ : ~th*mfetteV 
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themfelves a fhare in that truft, which was only repofed* 
in his Majefty's hands. It is no wonder therefore, ** that 
44 every one was guarded with, caution,, agai&& giving 
•' any advice or opinion in this matter of ftate ; for which 
4 * reafon they dught to apprehend great danger to them- 
" felvea, from meddling in it.** 

Tho* this proceeding may feenv extraordinary ; yet it 
being on a moil extraordinary matter, on a matter of 
inch importance, as. feemed to involve the civil rights and 
properties of a whole nation in the iffue of it ; on a mat- 
ter wkereia the fords and commons were complainants, 
and the King immediately concerned, notonly as general 
lather of his people, but alfb as particular and only tru- 
ftee, in whom his people repofed* entire confidence to re- 
drefs the grievances complained of ; was it not entirely 
reafonable and fit, that every particular perfon. of this 
kingdom, fhould reft upon what was done hy the whole 
body of the people duly aflembled in parliament, and not 
arrogantly aflame to.them(Hves> a power of putting the 
fete of this nation to an iflue before twelve men I 

Since then- it plainly appears, that this matters of fucK 
a high nature, that naparticutar perfbn ought to have in^ 
termeddled in it; it is to be prefumed, that the non-ap- 
pearance of perfons to fupport the united fenfe of botH 
houfes of Parliament of Ireland, can never be conftrued 
as a general diffidence, of being able to fupport trie charge 
•brought again!!, the patent Snd patentee ; tho*"indeed it 
might proceed from a general, and a very reafonable ap- 
prehension., of a mifcarriage in this, important affair ; 
•* wherein both houlfes of Parliament had declared therrr- 
** felves fo fully convinced, and fatjsfiedupon evidence*. 
** and examination ,taken in the moft folemn manner;" 
that foe my part; I (and fo I hope every true lover of 
Jus counjtry on his-part} will look upon their refolutions, 
to have tjie fame dignity (in this cafe), with, a maxim ia 
law "quia maxima efteorum dtgnitas 9 et ctrtijfima autborttas. 
at que quod max i me otnnibm probextur*. 

And therefore I don't ptefume to enter, the lifts, in 
,©rder.to fupport the resolutions of both houfes of Parlia- 
ment;, for I look upon it, that they are fo fure and un- 
controufablei that they ought not to be questioned ; but ft 
ihall be the bufinefa of this paper, to^poiht but fbme df 

« the 
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Hie mi/chiefs, which will naturally reflilt from this coin* 
age of Mr Wood's, in cafe it fhould be forced upon us. 

We are told, that the power of ifluing this money of 
Mr Wood's, is limited, and without any compulfron, and 
currency in forced, to be received by. fuch only, as would 
voluntarily and wilfully accept the fame. But then it is 
melancholy to behold, that this patent is explained to be 
obligatory on alt his Majefty's officers and minifters-, to 
receive the fame. 

Bv this means there h a foundation laid for the moft 
unheard-of confufion that ever was introduced into th« 
bufinefs of a nation.? for here 15 eftablifhed a -fpecies of 
money, made of the bafeft metal, which none in employ*, 
ments under his Majefty moft refufe m payments to the 
crown or to themfelves, and yet all* the reft of his- fubjects 
are at liberty to refufe the fame in payments to be made 
to them, either by his Majefty, or by any other perfon; 

Thus the revenue of the crown will be highly preju- 
diced, by the want of inp-infic value in the coin wit A - 
which it is paid ; and the army and all others in employ*- 
ments under his Majefty, are the jperfons, who, in the 
fir ft place,' muft bear the burden of this mifchief. For 
if they are the only perfbns- who are obliged to receive 
this coin as current money, it is to be prefumed that no 
other, perfons will receive the fame but with confiderable 
allowance for the difference between the brafs money* 
and that made of gold and Given 

And even, with a confiderable allowance, it' will be 
llard to conceive how this brafs money will find any de^ 
gree of currency in the world, without the afliftance of a 
fet of men, who may probably raife great eftates in this 
unfettled courfe of affairs ; but fuch a fet of people ouglrt 
nevei- to be encouraged by a wife government, for they 
.will make their fortunes by the lofles of good fubjedtfr, 
"and by' preying on the revenue of the prince : and yet 
thofe huckfterers, or money-jobbers/ will be found jaecef- 
fary, if this brafs money is made current in the Exchequer* 

To fhew in fbme meafure the proportion of this mif- 
chief to his Majefty*s revenue, and ta thofe in immediate 
offices under him; itmuft be confidered, that the grofs 
revenue of this kingdom is about 500,000 /. per annum; 
eut of which, muft be deducted the charge of collection 

and 
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and draw-backs ; which to be fare the fever al collectors, 
and thofe who are to receive the draw-backs, will take 
«are to receive in fterling money ; about 80,000/. per 
annum ; and there will remain for the difcharge of thf 
Civil and military lifts, penfions, &fr.. 4,zo,ooo L per 
annum* which fum, it is probable, iflues out of the trea- 
sury by monthly payments of about 35,000 /. per month, 
for otherwife the current cafh in this nation could not 
, pofiibly pay the revenue, arid ferve to carry on even the 
little bufinefs of this country ; for it hath never been com- 
puted that our current coin amounts to more than 
joo,ooo/. fo that if 40,000 /. of Mr Wood's. brafs money 
is thrown in upon us (even admitting that no more ojF 
this fpecies would be brought in), it is manifefl that thaj 
Aim will be near one twelfth of the whole coin in the na- 
tion ; and more than one month's pay of the civil and 
military Ms, and penfions,. C3V. of tnis kingdom. 

If this fum mould Magnate in the treafury, it is certain 
jhere will be no greater lofs (immediately brought) by 
this coin to the revenue, than the money that there lies 
dead amounts to: but if it is ifTued in monthly payments 
to the •army, and other his Majefly's officers and mini- 
Hers, as in all probability it muff ; then this coin, being 
/compofed of a bafe metal, current only in the Exchequer, 
where it is received at an imaginary value, of at leait 60 
percent, more than the real value of the material, it wiU 
be fuddenly paid back again to the collectors,, and by 
*hat means pals .through tne treafury, at leaft three times 
in every year ; for there we are told, it is to meet with 
no let or moleftation. 

And feeing the currency of this money is not inforced 
on any other of his Majefty's fubjecls, it is eafy to con- 
ceive, that the difference of value between this coin, and 
the gold and filver which will be current in the nation» will 
be fettled by the money -jobbers, at about zofer cent, dif- 
count. 

By which means alone, there will be loft in the intrinfjc 
value of the revenue .the fum of 24,000/- per an*, with- 
out computing for the loiTes which mull necefTarily be 
brought to the revenue, by the general diffidence, which 
the introducing this coin will create among the people; 
*11 which will be nianifeflly deftruclive of the ft ade and 
i . . > * commerce 



to fass Mr WOOD's COIN. 15$ 

commerce' of the kingdom, and of dangerous confe* 
quence to the properties of the fubjedt. 

And yet the evil-has been here computed on afoppoii- 
tion that only 40,000/. of this money will be uttered io 
the kingdom ; but I take it to be impoffible to limit the 
quantity that (hall be brought in, efpecially if the import 
ters of it have fo fure a market for the fame as the Ex- 
chequer. 

For tho' his Majefty fhould be .able to prevent Mr 
Wood from coining any more than 40,000/. and fhould 
never hereafter be prevailed upon to grant his fpecial li- 
cence or authority to enlarge that (urn, yet it will be 
impoffible to prevent the importation of this fort of coin 
from other nations. And there have been fuch variety 
of dyes made ufe of by Mr Wood in damping his money* 
that it makes the difcovery of counterfeits more difficulty 
ftnd the profit is fo great, that it will be a fufficient tem^ 
ptation to our indubious neighbours of Holland to fend 
large quantities df this coin to fo fure a market as the 
Exchequer. 

And perhaps it may be a quedion among lawyers, whe* 
ther a man can be punifhed at the King's fuit, for coun- 
terfeiting this coin, becaufe it is not the current coin of 
the kingdom j lor tho' thefe half-pence are to be recei- 
ved as money in the Exchequer, yet in trade they are no 
better than counters, and therefore the patent may per* 
haps be conftrued to be no more than a grant of a mo^ 
aopoly to make thofe counters. 

But it is worth obferving, that if this patent is fo word* 
ed, as that his Majefty's officers, employed in the receipt 
of his revenue, cannot refufe receiving this coin, it is <ii- 
redly contrary to two acls of parliament; now in force in^ 
this kingdom, and which are to be found in the books, 
of rates diftributed among the officers of the revenue. 

For by the aft of tonnage and poundage, - 1 4 and 1 5 
Gar. If. cap. 9. the duties thereby granted to his Majefty 
and his fucceflors, are to be paid in lawful money of En- 
gland, And by the act of excife, or new-impoft, 14 and 
15 Car. II. cap. 8. it is exprefsly declared and enacted, 
" that the feveral rates and duties of excife, and all fines, 
M penalties, forfeitures, or other fum, or fums of money 
" rated, impofed, fet, 0/ forfeited, in and by this ac\ 

" ar« 
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• c are meant and intended to be current and lawful mcN 
*' ney or moneys of England, and that all and every of 
" the fame be therefore demanded, received, paid and 
u fatisfied accordingly." 

By thefe a&s it is manifeft, that the collectors are ob- 
liged to receive the feveral duties arifing from the cuftom 
and excife, in no other money but foch as is current and 
lawful money of England j and Mr. Wood's half- pence- 
and farthings not being current or lawful money in En- 
gland, or in this kingdom, if this patent is obligatory on 
them to receive payments in this coin, it is contrary to 
ads of parliament, and therefore void m itfelf. 

And if the feveral collectors of his Majefty's revenue 
in this kingdom fhould receive the faid duties, or any 
part of them, in Mr Wood's brafs money, it would be af- 
fuming to themselves a power to difpenfe with thofe acls- 
of parliament, contrary to the fenfe of both houfes of ' 
Parliament, and contrary to their refpe&ive oaths ; fo 
that it feems highly reasonable, becaufe confonant to 
law, that u the officers of the revenue fhould give orders- 
•* to the inferior officers, not to receive this coin." 

Perhaps it will be faid, that the Xing, hath a power 
to direc> what coin he pleafes to be received by the offi- 
cers of his revenue, and that this patent is in confequence 
of fuch a prerogative. But it is to be hoped that this 
doctrine will never be maintained, in favour of a coin, to 
which the whole nation, as well in parliament aflem- 
bled, as in their private capacities, have fhewed a gene* 
raldiflike. 

Moreover, as this cafe (lands circumftanced, it is a 
great queftion, whether his Majefty hath fuch a diipen- 
fing power : for tho' it fhould be allowed, that his Ma- 
jefty might direct the receipt of his own revenue in what 
coin he pleafes.; yet it is moil certain, that his Majefty 
does not Intend to infprce the currency of Wood's mo- 
ney among any of his fubje&s, much lefs doth his Ma- 
jefty intend to oblige thofe, who are intitled by aft of 
parliament to be "paid in current money of England, to 
receive this money of Mr Wood's, . • 

And it is plain, that by the act of excife, there are fe- 
veral fines, penalties and forfeitures, which by virtue of 
that act axe to be received in current money of England* 

and 
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and to half thole lines, forfeitures and penalties, the in- 
formers are in titled by virtue of the faid act : fo that if 
the officers mould be obliged to receive them in brais 
money, the informers mud neceflarily lofe the benefit of 
the faid act : and I may venture to fay, that act cannot 
be repealed but by another act, to be made by King, 
Xords, and Commons ; and not by a patent. 

All thefe things having been, among many other very 
weighty matters, laid before both houfes of Parliament 
of Ireland ; it is not to be wondered, that " they repre* 
** fent, that the patent had been obtained in a clandeftine 
*' and unprecedented manner, and by notorious mifre- 
*• prefentations of the (late of Ireland." For what can 
be more clandeftine, than to obtain a patent with powers, 
not only " highly prejudicial to his Majeft/s revenue, 
*' destructive of. the trade and commerce of the king- 
*' dom, and of dangerous confeqaence to the properties 
€l of the fubject," but alio contrary to feveral acts of par- 
liament i and that it was an unprecedented attempt, at 
leaft in this reign, will be readily allowed ; therefore all 
the reprefentations made of the ftate of Ireland, in or- 
der to obtain this patent, may with great truth be called 
notorious mifreprefentations. 

But it has been faid, that his Majefty cannot proceed 
againft the patentee, but according to the known rules 
and maxims of law and juftice: and God forbid that any 
one of this kingdom, mould advife his Majefty to fubvert 
or difpenfe with any of our laws. No part of the ad- 
drefles from the houfes of Parliament of Ireland, has the 
leaft tendency this way. 

For tho" the houfe of Commons, in their fecond ad- 
<3refs to his Majefty, " moft humbly beieech his Majefty 
4 « that he will be >gracioufly pleafed to give directions to 
4 * the feveral officers intruded with the receiptof his Ma- 
** jelly's revenue, that they do not, on any pretence what- 
'* foever, utter fuch half-pence and farthings :" yet, if 
his Majefty had been gracioufly pleafed to have given, 
orders, according to this humble addrefs of his people 
of Ireland ; it is numbly conceived that this would have 
been only an affirmance of the law of the land, as hath 
hath been (aid, and not any way contrary to law. 

Fo* 



\ 

r 



156 CONSIDERATIONS ow the Attempts 

For tho' his Majefty, by " his patent under the jjreat 
<i feal of Great Britain, wills, requires, and commands 
** his lieutenant, deputy, or other chief governor or go- 
** vernors of his kingdom of Ireland, and all other offi- 
cers and minifters of his Majefty, his heirs and fuc- 
ceffors in England, Ireland or elfewhere, to be aiding 
and affifting to the faid William Wood, his executors, 
&c. in the execution of all or any the powers, authori- 
** ties, directions, matters or things to - be executed by 
*' him or them,*br for his or their benefit or advantage, 
" by virtue, and in pursuance of the (aid indentures ; yet 
** it is in all things as becometh, &e. n And this is to 
be expounded by the known laws of the land, and by 
other parts of the (aid patent, whereby it is manifeft 
that his Majefty never intended ** to inforce the curren- 
*« cy of this money, to be received by any perfon, that 
" would not voluntarily and wilfully accept the (ame." 
Therefore, fince the people have (hewed a general 
diflike of this coin, it is to be hoped, that (bme method 
will be found out to eafe their minds, from the diffracti- 
on they are under on this occafion. 
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A lhort VIEW of the State of Ireland. 



[Written in the year 17*7] 



TT Am affured, that it hath for fomc time been pra&Hed 
JP as a method of making men's court, when they are 
aflced about the rate of lands, the abilities of tenants, the 
flate of trade and manufacture in this kingdom, and how 
their rents are paid, to anfwer, that in their neighbour- 
hood all things are in a flourifhing condition, the rent and 
purchafe of land every day increasing. And if a gentle- 
man- happen to be a little more fincere in his reprefenta- 
lions ; befides being looked on as not well affected, he 
is fare to have a dozen contradictors at his elbow. I think 
it is no manner of fecret, why thefe queftions are fo cor- 
dially afked, or fo obligingly anfwered. 

But fincewith regard to the affairs of this kingdom I 
liave been ufirig all endeavours to fubdue 'my indigna- 
tion ; to which indeed I am not provoked by any per- 
fonal in tereft, not beings the owner of one fpot of ground 
in the whole ifland • I fliall only enumerate by rules ge r 
aerally Jcnown, and never contradicted, what are the true 
caufes of any country's flourishing and growing rich ; 
and then examine what effects arife from thofe caufes in. 
the kingdom of Ireland. 

The firnYcaufe of a kingdom's thriving, is, the fruiu 
fulnefs of the .foil to produce the neceflaries and conve- 
niencies of life ; not only Sufficient for the inhabitants, 
"but for exportation into other countries. 

The fecond is, the induftry of the people, in working 
tip all their native commodities to the laft degree of ma- 
nufacture. 

The third is, the conveniency of fafe ports and ha- 
vens to carry out their owri goods as much manufactured, 
and bring in thofe of others as little manufactured, as 
the nature of mutual commerce will allow. 

Th e fourth is, that the natives Ihould, as much as 

Vol. III. O foffible, 
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poflible, export and import their goods in vefTels of their 
own timber, made in their, own country. 

The fifth is> the privilege of a free trade in all foreign 
tountries, which will permit them, except thofe, wno 
are in war with their own prince or ftate. 

The fixtb is, by being governed only by laws made 
with their own confent ; Tor otherwife they are not a free 
.people, And therefore all appeals for juftice, or appli- 
cations for favour or preferment, to another country, are 
fo many grievous impoveriftiments. ^ 

The feventh is, by improvement of land, encourage-, 
Jtnent of agriculture, and thereby increafing the number 
of their people ; without which any country, however 
irteiTed by nature, moil continue poor. 

The eighth is, the refidence of the prince, or chief 
adminiftrator of the civil power. 

The ninth is, the concourfe of foreigners for educa- 
tion^ curiofity, or pleafure; or as to a general mart of 
trade. 

The tenth is, by, difpofing all offices of honour, pro- 
fit or truft, only to the natives ; or at leaft with v^rv few 
exceptions, where Grangers have long inhabited the 
country, and are fuppofed to underftand and regard the 
intereft of it as their own. 

The eleventh is, when thcrents of lands, and profits 
of employments, are fpent in the country which produ- 
ced them, and not in another ; the former of which will 
certainly happen, where the love of our native country 
^prevails. 

The twelfth is, by the public revenue's being all fpent 
and employed at home, except on the occasions of a fo- 
reign war. 

The thirteenth is, where the people are not obliged, 
unlefs they find \t for their own intereft or conveniency, 
to receive any moneys, except of their own coinage by a 
public mint, after the manner of all civilized nations. 

Thb fourteenth is, a difpofition of the people of a 
country to wear their own manufactures, and import as 
few incitements to luxury either in cloaths, furniture, food, 
Or drink, as they polfibly can live conveniently without. 

There are many other caufes of a nation's thriving, 

Which I at pfefent cannot recolleft : butwithout advan- 
tage 
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tige from set leaft feme of thefe, after tattling my thoughts 
» long time, I am net able to discover from whence our 
wealth proceeds, and therefore would gladly be better 
informed. In the mean time I will here examine, what 
fhare falls to Ireland of thefe caufes, or of the eifc&s and 
confequences. 

It is not my intention to complain, but barely to relate, 
Aids ; and the matter is not of {mail importance. For it 
is allowed, that a man who lives in a folitary houfe, fas 
fyn help, is not wife in endeavouring to acquire in the 
neighbourhood the reputation of being rich ; becaufe 
thofe, who come for gold, will go ofF with pewter and 
brafs, rather than return empty : and in the common- 
pra&ice of the world, thoje, who poflefi moft wealth,. 
make the Jeaft parade ; which they leave to others, who- 
^aye nothing elie to bear them out in (hewing their faces 
pn the exchange. , 

As to the, firil caufe of a nation's rjche s, being the fer- 
tility of the foil, as well as temperature of climate, we 
have no reafon- to complain ; for, ahho* the quantity of 
tfj>profitaWe land in this, kingdom, reckoning bogg and 
rock and barren mountain, be double in proportion to 
qrfcatitis in England ; yet the native productions, which. 
both kingdoms deal in, are very near an equality in point 
rfgoodnefc, and might- with the fame encouragement; 
be as well manufactured. I except mjnes and minerals * : 
in fome of which however we are only defe&ive in points 
of (kill and induftry. . 

Jn the tecond, which is the induftry of the people, our 
misfortune i* not altogether owing to ourown fault, but 
to a million of difcouragements. 

The convenieney of ports and havens, which nature - 
hath bellowed fo liberally on this kingdom, is of no more 
nfe to us, than a beautiful profped to a man fhut up in 
a.dnng6on. 

As to fhipping of its own, Ireland is fo utterly unpro- 
vided, that of all the excellent timber cut down within 
thefe fifty or fixty years it ran hardly be faid, that the 
nation hath received the benefit of one valuable houfe to 
dwell in, or one fbip to trade with. 

Ireland is the only kingdom I ever heard or read of, 
either in antient or modern (lory, which was denied the 

0. 2> liberty ; 
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liberty of exporting their native commodities and mamr-' 
fa&ures wherever they pleafed, except to countries at 
war with their own prince or ftate: yet this privilege, by 
the fuperiority of mere power, is refufed us, in the moft 
momentuous parts of commerce; betides an a& of naviga- 
tion, to which we never confented, pinned down upon us* 
and rigoroufly executed; and a thoufand other unex- 
ampled circumftances, as grievous as they are invidious 
to mention. To go on to the reft. 

It is too well known, that we are forced to obey foqpe 
laws we never ctinfented to; which is a condition I mull 
sot call by its true uncontroverted name for fear of Lord 
Chief Juftice Whitfhed's ghoft, with his liber tas et natale 
folum *, written for a motto on his coach, as it flood at 
the door of the court, while he was perjuring himfelf to 
betray both. Thus we are in the condition of patients* 
who have phyfic fent them by doctors at a diftance* 
.ftrangers to their cpnftitution and the nature of thtir 
difeaie ; and thus we are forced to pay five hundred per 
cent, to decide our properties ; in all which we have like- 
wife the honour to be diftinguifhed from the whole race 
of mankind. 

As to the improvement of land ; thofe few, who at* 
tempt that or planting, thro' covetoufnefs or want of fldll 
generally leave things worf$ than they were ; neither 
fucceeding in trees nor hedges ; and by running into the 
fancy of grazing, after the manner of the Scythians, are 
every day depopulating the country. 

We are fo far from having a king to refide among us, 
that even the viceroy is generally abfent four fifths of his 
time in the government. 

No (hangers from other countries make this a part of 
their travels ; where they can expect to fee nothing but 
fcenes of mifery and defolation. 

Those who have the misfortune to be born here, have 
the leafl title to any confiderable employment ; to which 
they are feldom preferred, but upon a political consi- 
deration. 

One third part of the rents of Ireland is.fpent in Eng- 
land; which, with the profit of employments, peniions, 

appeals, 
* Liberty and my native country* 
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Appeals; journies of pleafure or health, education at the : 
inns of court, and both univerfities, remittances at plea- 
<fuxe, the pay of all fuperior officers in the army, and o*» 
ther incidents, will amount tea full half of the income 
-of the whole kingdom, all clear profit to England. 

We are denied the liberty of coining gold, filver, 
m even copper. In the ifle of Man they coin their own -• 
fiiver. Every petty prince, vaflal to the Emperor, cap • 
coin what money he pleafeth. And in this, as in moil 
.qf the articles already mentioned, we are an exception to •• 
all other fetes or monarchies, that were ever known in < 
the world. 

As to the laft or fourteenth article, we take fpecial v 
Care to aft diametrically contrary to it in the whole courfe r 
of our lives. Both (exes, but especially the women* de- - 
fpife and abhor tp wear any of their own manufactures, 
even thofe which are better made than in other countries ; . 
particularly a fort of filk plaid, thro' which the workmen 
are forced to run a kind of gold thread that it may pafs • 
for Indian. Even ale and potatoes are imported from * 
England, as well as corn ; and our foreign trade is little - 
more, than importation of French wine, for which I am .> 
told we pay ready money. 

Now, if all this be true, (upon which I could eafily en? • 
large) X would be glad to know, by what fecret method 
it is, that'we grow a rich and flourifhing people without 
liberty, trade, manufactures, inhabitants, money, or the 
privilege of coining; without jnduftry, labour, or im* 
provement of land ; and with more than half the rent 
and profits of the whole kingdom annually exported, for 
whicn we receive not a Angle farthing : and ,to make up 
all this, nothing worth mentioning, except the linen of 
the North, a trade cafual, corrupted and at mercy ; and 
fame butter from Cork, if we do flourifh, it mull be 
agaimi every law of nature and reaion ; like the thorn 
at Glaftenbury, that bloflbms in themidft of winter. 

Let the worthy commiflsoners, who come from Eng- 
land, ride sound the kingdom, and obferve the face of 
nature, or the face of the natives ; the improvement of 
the land; the thriving numerous plantations 5 the noble 
woods ; the abundance and vicinity of country feats ; the 
commodious: farmers houfes and barns; the towns and 
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villages, where every body is bufy, and thriving with 
all kind of manufactures; the (hops full of goods wrought v 
to perfection, and filled with cuftomers ; the comfortable 
diet and drefs, and dwellings of the people; xhe vaft 
numbers of (hips in our harbours and docks, and (hip- 
Wrights in our fea-port towns ; the roads crooded with 
carriers, laden with rich manufactures ; the perpetual con> 
courfe to and fro of pompous equipages. 

With wha,t envy and admiration would thofe gentle* 
tnen return from fo delightful a progrefs ; what glorious 
reports would they make when they went back to 
* England ? 

But my heart is too heavy to continue this irony long- 
er ; foF it is manifeft, that whatever ftranger took fuch 
& journey, would be apt to 'think himfelf travelling in 
Lapland or Yfhnd, rather than in a country fo favoured 
by nature as ours, both in fruitful n eft of foil, and tempe* 
lature of climate. The inferable drefs, and diet, and 
dwelling of the people ; the general defolation in m oft 
parts of the kingdom ; the old feats of the nobility and 
re n try all in ruins, and no new ones in their (lead ; the 
Families of farmers, who pay great rents, living in filth 
and naftinefs upon butter-milk and potatoes, without a 
fhoe or (locking to their feet, or a houfe fo convenient as 
an Englifti hog- fly to receive them. Thefe inded may 
be comfortable fights to an Englifh fpe&atof;" who come9 
for a inert time, only to learn the language, and returns 
back to his own country, whither he finds all our wealth 
Iranfmitted. 

Nfiflra mifiria magna eft. 

There b net one argument ufed to prove the riches 
of 1 reland, which is not a logical demohjiration of its 
poverty. 'The rife of our rents is* fqueezed out of the very 
blood, and vitals, and cloaths, and dwellings of the te- 
nants, who live worfe than Englim beggars. The low- 
itefs of intereft, in all other countries a fign of wealth, is 
in us a proof of mifery ; there being no trade to employ 
any borrower. ,Heace alone comes the dearnefs of land, 
fince the favers have no other way to lay out their mo* 
ney : hence the dearffefc of neceitaries for life : becaufe 
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the tenants, cannot afford to pay fuch extravagant rates 
for land, (which they moil- take or go a begging) with-* 
out raffing the price of cattle, and of corn, alrW them* 
(elves fhould live upon chafF. Hence our increaie of 
buildings in this city ; becaufe workmen have nothing to 
do but to employ one another, and one half of them are 
infallibly undone. Hence the daily increase of bankers 4 
who may be a neceflary evil in a trading country,, but fo 
y ruinous in. ours; who for their private advantage have 
lent away all our filver, and one third of our gold ; fo 
that within three year* pail the funning cam of the nation; 
which was. about five hundred thoufand pounds, is now 
lefs than two, and muft daily diminim, unkfs we have 
liberty to coin, as well as that important kingdom, the 
ifle of Man, and the mean eft principality in the German 
empire, as I before obferved. 

I have fometimes thought, that this paradox of the 
kingdom growing rich is- chiefly owing to thofe worthy 
gentlemen- the BANKERS ; who, except fome coftom- 
Koufe officers, birds of pafiage, oppreffive thrifty 'fquires; 
*nd a few others who fhall be namelefs, are the only 
thriving people among us : and I have often wifhed, 
that a law were ena&ed to hang up half a dozen bankers 
every year, and thereby interpofe atkafr, fome fhortdc* 
lay to the further ruin of Ireland. 

Te are idle, ye are idle, ahfwer-ed Pharaoh to the If 
raelites, when they complained to his Majefty, that they 
were forced to make bricks without flraw. * 

England enjoys every one of thofe advantages for en* 
riching a nation, which I have above enumerated ; and 
into the bargain, a good million returned to them every 
yeary without labour or hazardj'or one farthing value re- 
ceived on our fide : but how long we fhall be aole to con- 
tinue the payment, I am not under the leaft concern.. 
One thing I know, that " when the hen is ftarved to 
" death, there will be no more golden eggs.* 

J think it a little inhofpitable, and others may call it 
a fubtle piece of malice, that becaufe there may be a 
dozen families in this town able to entertain their Englifh 
friends in a generous manner at their tables, their gaeife 
upon their return to England fhall report* that we wallow 
in riches and luxury. 

• ' - Yr 
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Yet 9 I confds, I have known an hofpital, where alt' 
the houfhoW officers grew rich ; while the poor, for 
whole Take it was built, were ahnoft ftarving for want of 
food and raiment. 

To conclude, if Ireland he a rich and flourishing king- 
dom, its wealth and profperity muft be owing to certain 
caufes, that* are yet concealed from the whole raoe of 
mankind ; and the eiFe&s are equally ravifible. We need 
not wonder at grangers, when they deliver fuch para- 
doxes ; bat a native and inhabitant of this kingdom, who 
gives the fame verdidt, muft be either ignorant to ftu*. 
pidity, or a man-pleafer at the expence of all honour, 
confcicnce, and truth *. 

An 



* The prefent (hue of Ireland { 'K, in- general, as flourifhing as 
poflible. Agriculture is cultivated : arts and (ciences are encou- 
taged : and in the fpace of eighteen years, which is almofl the 
full time that I have known it, no kingdom can be more im- 
proved. Ireland, in relation of England, may be compared to 
a younger filler lately come of age, after having flittered all the 
miseries of an injured minor, fuch as law-iirits, incroachments 
upon her property, violation of her rights, deftrutlion of her 
tenants, and every evil that can be named. At length, time, and 
ber own noble (pint of induftry, have entirely relieved her, and, 
£>me little heart-burnings excepted, (he enjoys the quiet poOeflio* 
of a very ample fortune, fubjec'r, by way of acknowledgement, 
to certain quit-rents, payable to the elder branch of her haute. 
Take her all in all, (he cannot have a greater fortune than fhe 
defer ves. Orrery. 
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An ANSWER to a Paper, called J Me- 
ntorial of the , poor inhabitants, tradefmen % 
and labourers of the kingdom of Ireland. •■ 

I ' ^ 

[Written ia. the year 1728 J 



I Received a paper from you, whoever you are, printed 
without any name of author or printer ; and fent, I 
fuppofe, to me among others without any particular 
diftin&ion. It contains a complaint of the dearnefs of 
corn ; and fome fchemes for making it cheaper, which j 
cannot approve of. , • • 

But pray permit me, before I go further, to give you 
a fhort hiftory of the fteps by which we arrived at this 
hopeful fituation. 

It was indeed the fhameful practice of too many Irifb 
farmers to wear out their gronnd with ploughing ; while 
either thro' poverty, lazinefs, or ignorance, they neither 
took care to manure it as they ought, nor gave time tq 
any part of the land to recover itielf; and when their 
leafes are near expiring, being affured that their landlords 
would not renew, they ploughed even the meadows, 
and made fuch havock, that many landlords were coniLr 
derable fufFerers by it*. 

This gave birth to that abominable race of graziers, 
who upon expiration of .the farmers leafes were ready to 
engrois great quantities of land; and the gentlemen hav- 
ing been before often ill paid, and their land wore out of 
heart, were too eafily tempted, when a rich grazier made 
an offer to take all their land, and give them fecurity for 
payment. Thus, a vaft tra& of land, where twenty or 
thirty farmers lived* together with their cottagers and 

labourers 



* This pradice probably produced the penal claufes to prohi- 
bit ploughing, mentioned in the Propofil for tht itnivcrfal ufe 0/ 
Jrijb mQtmfattwtU Hawtef, 
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labourers in their feveral cabins, became all defblate, and 
eafily managed by one or two herdfmen and their boys ; 
whereby the mailer-grazier with little trouble feizeq to 
himfelf the livelihood of a hundred people. 

It craft be confefled, that the farmers were juftly 
punifhed for their knavery, brutality and folly. Bat 
neither are the fquires and landlords to be excofed; for 
to them is owing the depopulating of the country, the 
vaft number of beggars, and the ruin of thofe few forry 
improvements we had. 

That farmers ihould be limited in ploughing, is very 
teafonable, and pradWed in England ; and might have 
eafily been done here by penal claufes in their leafes: bu( 
to deprive them in a manner altogether frofn tilling their 
lands, was a -mod ftupid want of thinking. 

Had the farmers been confined to plough a certain 
quantity of land, with a pepalty of ten pounds an acre 
for whatever they exceeded, and farther limited for the 
three or four Utft years of their leaies, aH this evil had 
been prevented j the nation woruld have- laved a million 
money; and been more populous by above two hun-. 
dred thoufand fouls. 

• 'For a people, denied the benefit of trade, to manage 
Aeir lands in fueh a inanner as to produee nothing, but 
what they are for bidder* to trade with, or only fuch thing*, 
as they can neither export nor manufacture to advantage, 
is an abfurdky that a wild Indian would be'aihamed of; 
Specially when we add, that we are content to purchafe 
this hopeful commerce by fending te* foreign, markets fe* 
•ur daily bread. 

The graziers emjdoyrnent is tofeed great ftefks of 
lheep, or -black cattle, or ^>oth. With regard to (heep t 
as folly is ufually accompanied with perverfenefs, fb it is 
here. There is fomething fo monftrous to deal in a com- 
modity, (further than for our own ufe) which we are not 
allowed to export manufactured, nor even unfnanufaclu- 
red, but to one; certain country, and only to fbme few 
ports in that country; there is, I fay, fomething fafot- 
tifh, that it wants a name in our language to exprefs it 
bfy : and the good of ft is, that the more flieep we have, 
the fewer human creatures are left to wear the wool, or 
eat the fteih. Ajax was mad, when he miftook a.flock 
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flteep for his enemies: bat we (hall never be fober, 
until we have the fame way of thinking. 

TfcE other part of the gmier'b bufineft is what we 

*call black cattle, producing hides, tallow, and beef for 

exportation : all which are good and ufeful commodities, 

if rightly managed. But it feemt, the greateft part a£ 

-the hides afe fent oat raw for want of bark to tan them ; 

and that want will daily "grow ftrofiger : for, I doubt, the 

.new project of tanning without it is at an end. Our beef, 

I am afraid, ftili continues fcandalous in foreign markets 

for the old reaibns. But our tallow, for any thing I 

know, may be good. However, to bellow the whole 

^kingdom on beef and mutton, and thereby drive out 

half the people, who Jhould eat their ftiare, and force 

the reft to fend fometimes as far as Egypt for bread to 

cat with it, is a moft peculiar and diflinguifhed piece of 

public ceconomy, of which I have ho comprehension. 

I know very well that our anceftors the Scythians,/ and 
their poiterity our kinfmen the Tartars, lived upon the 
•blood and muk and raw flefh of their cattle, without one 
grain of corn ; but I confefs myfelf fo degenerate, that I ' 
*m not eafy without bread to my victuals. 

What amazed me for a week or two, was to fee, in 
this prodigious plenty of cattle, and dearth of human 
creatures, and want of bread, as well as money to buy 
it, that all kind of flefh-meat fhould be monftroufly dear, ' 
beyond what was ever known in this kingdom. I 
thought it a defect in the laws, that there was not ibme 
regulation in the price of fleft*, as well as bread : but I 
imagine myfelf to have guefled out the reafon : in fhort, 
I am apt to think, that the whole kingdom is over- (locked 
with cattle, both black and white : and as it is obferved, 
that the poor Irifh have a vanity to be rather owners of 
two lean cows, than one fat; altho' with double the 
charge of grazing, and but half the quantity of milk ; (b 
I conceive it much more difficult at prefent to find a fat 
bullock or weather, than it would be, if half of them 
were fairly knocked on the head : for I am allured, that 
the diftridt in the feveral markets, called carrion- row, is 
as reafonable as the poor can defire ; only the circunv* 
fiance of money to purchafe it, and of trade, or labour, 
to purchafe .that money, are indeed wholly wanting. 

Now, 
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Now, Sir, to return more particularly to you; 2nd 
your memorial. 

A hundred thoufand barrels of wheat, you fay, mould 
-be imported hither ; and ten thoufand pounds premium 
.to the importers. Have you looked into die purfe of the 
nation ? I am no commifiioner of the treasury ; but am 
well affured, that the whole running ca(h would not fup- 
ply you with a fum to purchafe fo much corn, which, on- 
ly at twenty (hillings a barrel, will be a hundred thou- 
fand pounds ; and ten thoufand more for the premium. 
But you will traffic for your corn with other goods ; and 
where are thofe goods ? If you had them, they are all 
■engaged to pay the rents of abfentees, and other occasions 
in London, befides a huge balance of trade this year a- 
gainft us. Will foreigners take our bankers paper * ? I 
"iuppofe, they will value it at little more than fo much a 
quire. Where are thefe rich farmers and ingroffers of 
corn, in fo bad a year, and fo little fowing ? 

You are in pain for two (hillings premium, and for- 
get the twenty millings for the price ; find me out the 
latter, and I will engage for the former. 

Your fcheme for a tax for r'aifing fuch a fum is all vi- 
iionary, and owing to a great want of knowledge in the 
miferable (late of this nation. Tea, coffee, fugar, fpices, 
wine, and foreign cloaths, are the particulars you men- 
tion, upon which this tax (hould be raifed. 1 will allow 
the two firft, beoaufe they are unwholefome ; and the 
lad, becaufe I (hould be glad if they were all burned ; 
but I beg you will leave us our wiae to make us a while 
forgef our mifery ; or give your tenants leave to, plough 
for barley. But I will tell you a fecret, which I learned 
many years ago from the commiffioners of the cuftoms in 
London : they faid, when any commodity appeared to be 
taxed above a moderate rate, the confequence was to lef- 
fen that branch of the revenue by one half ? and one of 
thofe gentlemen pleafantly told me, that the miftake of 
parliaments on fuch occafions was owing to an error of 
computing two and two to make four ; whereas in the 
»bu(inefs of laying heavy impofitions two and two never 
made more than one ; which happens by leflening the 
import, and the ftrong temptation of running fuch goods 
as paid high duties, at lead in this kingdom. Altho' 

the 
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the women are as vain and extravagant as their lovers or 
their hufbands can deferve, and the men are fond enough 
of wine; yet the number of both, who can afford iuch 
expences, is fo fmall, that the major part muft rcfufe 
gratifying themfelves, and the duties will rather be lef- 
fened than encreafed* But, allowing no force in this ar- 
gument ; yet fo preternatural a fum as one hundred and 
ten thoufand pounds, raifep! all on a fudden, (for there is 
no dallying with hunger) is juft in proportion with raifing 
a million and a half in England ; which, as things now 
ftand, would probably bring that opulent kingdom under 
fome difficulties. 

You are concerned how ftrange andfurpnzing it would 
be m foreign parts to hear, that the poor were ftarving 
in a rich country, tsfr. Are you m earneft ? is Ireland 
the rich country you mean ? or are you infulting our /*- 
merty ? were^you ever out of Ireland I or were you ever 
in it till of late ? You may probably have a good employ- 
ment, and are faving all you can to purcjiafe a good eftate 
in England : but by talking fo familiarly of one hundred 
and ten thoufand pounds by a tax upon a few commodi- 
ties, it is plain, you are either naturally or affeftedly ig- 
norant of our prefent condition ; or elfe you would know 
and allow, that fuch a fum is not to be raifed here, with- 
out a general excife ; fince, in proportion to our wealth, 
we pay already in taxes more than England ever did in 
the height of the war. And when you have brought o- 
ver your corn, who will be the buyers ? moft certainly 
not the poor, who will not be able to purchafe the 
twentieth part of it. 

Sir, upon the whole, your paper is a very crude piece, 
Hableto more objections than there are lines; but, 1 think, 
your meaning is good, and fo far you are pardonable. 

If you will propofe a general contribution for fupport- 
ing the poor in potatoes and buttermilk, till the new 
Corn comes in, perhaps you may fucceed better ; becaufe 
the thing at leaft is poffible: and> I think, if our brethren 
in England would contribute upon this emergency, out of 
the million they gain from us every year, they would do 
a piece of jnftice as well as charity. In the mean time 
go and preach to your own tenants to fall to the plough 
as fail as they can ; and prevail with your neighbouring 

Vol. III. P 'fquires 
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Yquires to do the fame with theirs ; or elfe die with the 
guilt of having driven away half the inhabitants, and 
jKarving the reft. For as to your fcheme^ of raifing one 
hundred and ten thoufand pounds, it is as vain as that of 
Rabelais ; which was to Cqueeze out wind from the po- 
fleriors of a dead afs. 

But, why all this concern for the poor I We want 
them not as the country is now managed ; they may fol- 
low thoufands of their leaders, and feek their bread a- 
broad. Where the plough has no work, one family can 
do the bufmefs of fifty, and you may fend away the o- 
ther forty- nine. An admirable piece of hufbandry, ne- 
ver known or pra&ifed by the wifeft nations, who er- 
roncoufly thought people to be the riches of a country. 

If fo wretched d ftate of things would allow it, me- 
thinks I could have a malicious pleafure, after all the 
warning I have in vain given the public at my own peril 
for feveral years pail, to fee the confequences and events 
anfwering in every particular. I pretend to no fagacity: 
what I writ was little more than what I had difcourfed 
to feveral perfons, who were generally of my opinion : 
and it was obvious to every common underilanding, that 
fuch effecls muft needs follow from fuch caufes. A fair 
iflue of things begun upon party rage, while fome facri- 
ficed the public to fury, and others to ambition : while a 
Spirit of faction and oppreflion reigned in every part of the 
country, where gentlemen, inftead of confulting,the eafe 
of their tenants or cultivating their lands, were worrying 
one another upon points o&Wbig axidTcry, of high church 
and /cw church ; which no more concerned them, than 
the long and famous controverfy of fir ops for razors * : 
while agriculture was wholly difcouraged, andconfequent- 
ly half the farmers and labourers, and poorer tradcf- 
men, forced to beggary or banifhment : Wifdom crieth in 
thefireets; becaufe I have called on you ; I have fir etch- 
ed cut my hand, and no man regarded. But ye have Jet 
at nought all my counfe/s, and would none of my reproof, 

* A piece of leather parted on wood to be ufcd with a certain 
powder, for the property and excellence of which feveral com- 
petitors eagerly contended. Ha-wkef. 
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1 alfo-nuill laugh at your calamity, and mock njubenyour 
/ear comet b, 

I have now done with your memorial, and freely ex- 
cafe your miftakes, fince you appear to write as a ftran* 
ger, and as of a country, which is left at liberty to en* 
joy the benefits of nature, and to make the beft of thofe' 
advantage* which God hath given it in foil, climate, and 
fituation. 

But having lately fent out a paper, intitled, AJhorV 
vre-w of the Jiate of Ireland '; and hearing of an obje&ion,; 
that.forae people think I have treated the memory of tha 
late Lord Chief Juftice Whitfhecf with an appearance of 
feverity : fince I may not probably have another oppor- 
tunity of explaining myfelf m that particular, I chafe to 
do it here : laying it therefore down for a population* 
which I fuppofe will be univerfally granted, that no little 
creature of fo mean a birth and genius had ever the ho* 
nour to be a greater enemy to his country, and to all 
kinds of virtue than HE, I anfwer thus ;• whether there 
be two different goddeflfes called Fame, as fome authors 
contend, or only one goddefs founding two different trum- 
pets, it is certain, that people diftinguifhed for their vil- 
lainy have as good a title to a blafl from the proper trum- 
pet," as thofe who are moft renowned for their virtues 
have from the other ; and have equal reafon to complain 
if it be r efu fed them ^ And accordingly the names of the 
moft celebrated profligates have been faithfully tranfm it- 
ted down to posterity. And althor' the perfon here un- 
derftood afted his part in an obfcure corner of the world; 
yet his talents might- have fhone with luftre enough in the 
nobled fcene- 

As to my naming a perfon dead, the plain -honeft rea* 
Ion is the beft. He was armed with power and will to** 
do mifchief, even where he was- nor provoked, as appear- 
ed by his profecuting two printers one to death, and 
both to ruin, who nad v neitheroffehded God, nor the 
King, nor him, nor the public. . 

What an encouragement to vice is this ? If an ill man 
be alive, and in power,, we dare not attack him ; and if 
lie be weary of the world, or of his own villainies, he 
has nothing to do but die, and then his reputation is fafe*~ 
Eor thefe excellent cafuifts know juft Latin enough to 

P"& have*- 
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have heard a moil ftiolifh precept, that de mrtuis nil nifi 
bonum ; fo that if Socrates, and Anytus his accufer *, had 
happened to die together, the charity of furvivors mull 
either have obliged them to hold their peace, or to fix 
the fame character on both. The only crime of charging 
the dead is, when the leaft doubt remains whether the 
accufation be true ; but when men are openly abandoned, 
and loft to all fhame, they have no reafon to think it 
hard, if their memory be reproached. Whoever reports, 
or otherwife publifheth any thing, which it is poflible 
may be falfe, that man is a flanderer ; bic niger eft, bune 
tu, Rcmane % caveto. Even the leaft mifreprefentation, or 
aggravation of facts, deferves the fame cenfure in (hme 
degree : but in this cafe I am quite deceived, if my err 
ror hath not been on the fide of extenuation. 

I have now prefent before me the idea of fome per- 
sons, (I know not in what part of the world) who fpend 
every moment of their lives, and every turn of their 
thoughts while they are awake, (and probably of their 
dreams while they fleep) in the moil deteftable actions 
and defigns ; who delight in mifchief, fcandal, and ob- 
loquy, with the hatred and contempt of all mankind a* 
gainft them ; but chiefly of thofe among their own party, 
and their own family ; foch, whofe odious qualities rival 
each other for perfection ; avarice, brutality, faction* 
pride, malice, treachery, noife, impudence, dulnefs, ig- 
norance, vanity, and revenge,* contending every moment 
for fuperiority in their breafts* Such creatures are not 
to be reformed ; neither is it prudent, or fafe to attempt 
a reformation. Yet, altho' their memories will rot, there 
may be fome benefit for their furvivors, to fincU it while 
it is rotting. 

lam, SIX, 

your bumble /truant, 

Dublin, March 

25. 172& A. B. 

A Vin^ 

* Anytus, one of the wretches who a ecu fed Socrates of coh- 
dcmi ing the gods, and endeavouring to fubvert the religion of 
hU cotintry.- Hawkef. . 
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A V m D I C A T I O N of his Excellency 
Joh^t Lord Carteret, frbrti the charge 
of favouring none but fonts, Highxhurcbf 

» men end Jaeibiterf* 
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IN order to treat this important fubjeft with the great-- 
eft fairnefc and impartiality, perhaps it may be con- ~ 
venient to give ibme account of his Excellency ; in-; 
whofe life ana character there are certain particulars, . 
which might gixe a very juft fufpicion of fome truth in •* 
the accusation he lies under. *- 

He is defcended from two noble, ancient and moll 
loyal families, the C^rterets, and the Granvilles : too much * 
diftinguUhed, t confefs, for what they a<5led, and what ~ 
they iuffered in defending the former conftitution in • 
church and ftate under King Charles the martyr; I meal* 
that very prince, on account of whofe martyrdom a form •- 
of prayer^, with falling, was enjoined by act of parliament' 
to be uted on the 30th day of January every year, to •• 
implore the mercies of God, that the guilt of that (h- 

P 3 cred, 

f The view of thi» piece feems to be to recommend m&* 
deration, and laugh political bigotry out of countenance. 
Hrwkef. 

In this piece the failings of the noble I.ord, arifirtg from the 
prejudices of great talents and a learned education, are finely 
dtfplayed with infinite wit and humour. However, indeeJ, 
there is couched hew abundance; of (atire. Piftorides, that 
poor, angry, 'buttling mortal, he, treats with all imaginable con* 
tempt : but in his Satire again ft Tfaulus he fparcs not to draw 
Mood at every ftroke ; the former part of which is bitterly far- 
caftic, and the latter as bitterly ironical. His account of Agt fi- 
fe us being taught by the parfbn of the parifh riding ot> a- hobby* 
horfc with his children* and Ibme othec touches of the like fcft, 
are truly diverting. D.Sivift. v - 
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cred and innocent blood might not be vifited on us or 
oor pofterity ; as we may read at large in our common- 
•prayer books j which.day hath been Iblemnly kefyi^vin 
within, the memory ofjnany men now alive. , . ., . i 

His Excellency the prefent Lord was educated in- the 
ttniverfrty of Oxford; from whence, with i Singularity 
fcarce to bejuftified, he carried away more Gwek, Latin 
and philofophy, than properly became a perfon of his 
rank ; indeed much more of each than moft of thoSe who 
are forced to liverby i\ioir learning will be at the unneces- 
sary pains to load their heads with. 

This was the rock he fplit on upon his firft appear- 
ance in the world, and haying juft got clear of his guar- 
dians. For as foon as he came to town, fbme bifhops, and 
. clergy- men, and other perfons moft eminent for learning 
and parts, got him among them ; from whom altho' he 
were fortunately dragged by a lady and the court, yet 
he could never wipe off the ftain, nor wafh out the tin- 
dlure of his univeritfy acquirements and difpofitions. 

To this another misfortune was added, that it pleaSed 
God to endow him with great natural talents, memory, 
judgment, comprehension, eloquence, and wit : and, to 
finifh the work, all thefe were fortified even in his. youth 
with the advantages received by fuch employments, as 
are beft fitted both to exercife and polifh the gifts of na- 
ture and education, having been am ballad or in Several 
courts, when his age would hardly allow him to take a 
degree ; and made principal Secretary of date at a period, 
when, according to cuftom, he ought to have been buued 
in lofing his money at a chocolate-houfe ; or in other a- 
' mufements equally laudable and epidemic among perfons 
of honour. 

I cannot omit another weak fide in his Excellency. For 
it is known, and can be* proved upon him, that Greek 
and Latin books might be found every day in his dreiT- 
ing-roorn, if it were carefully Searched $•' and there is 
reafoh to fufpedt, that fome of the Said books have been 
privately conveyed to him by Tory hands'. 1 am like- 
wife aflured, that he hath been taken in the very fa& of 
reading the faid books, even in the midii of a fewon, to 
the great neglect of public aflairs. 
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f own, there may be fome grounds for this charge-; 
becauSe I have it from good hands, that when his Excel- 
lency is at dinner with one or two Scholars at his elbows, 
he grows a moft unfcpportable and unintelligible compa- 
' nion to all the fine gentlemen round the table. 

I cannot deny, that his Excellency lies under another 
very great disadvantage. For with all the accomplifb- 
snents above mentioned, adding that of a moil comely 
and graceful pcrfcn, and during the prime of youth, Spi- 
rits, and vigour, he hath in a moft unexemplary manner 
kd a regular domeftic life ; di (covers a great efteem, and 
friendship, and love for his Lady, as well as true affecti- 
on for his children ; and when he is difpofed to admit an 
entertaining evening-companion, he doth not always en 
nough reflect, whether the perfon may poffibly ia former 
days have lain under the imputation of a Tory ; nor at 
inch times do the natural or afrefted. fears of Popery and 
the Pretender make any part of the conversation : I pre* 
fume, becaufe neither Homer; Plato, Ariftotle, . or Ci- 
cero, have made any mention of .then*. . 

These I freely acknowledge to be his Excellency's 
failings : yet, I think-it is agreed by phiiofophers and di- 
* vines, that fome allowance ought to be given to human 
infirmity, and to the prejudices' of a wrong education. 

I am well aware, how much my fentiments differ fronv 
the Orthodox opinions of one or two principal patriots, 
at the head of whom I name with honour Piftorides. For 
thefe.have decided the matter dire&ly againft me by de- 
claring, that no peribn, who' was ever known to lie un- 
der the fufpicionof one Singly tory principle, or who had 
been once Seen at a great man's levee in the ivorfi of 
times *, mould be allowed to come within the verge of 
the caftle ; much kSs to bow in the anti-chamber, appear 
at the afSemUies, or dance at a birth night. However I 
dare affert, that this maxim hath been often controlled; 
and that,, on the contrary, a considerable number of early- 
penitent s have been received into grace, who are now an 
ornament, happineSs, and Support to the nation. 
Neither, do I find any murmuring on fome other points 

of 
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minifter, were So called by the Whigs. Hawief. 
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of greater importance, where this favourite ma&im if not 
(b ftri&ly observed. 

To instance only in one. I have not heard, that any 
care hath hitherto been taken, to diicover whether madafe 
* Violante be a Whig or Tory in her principles; or ev» 
that the hah ever been offered the oath* to*the govern- 
ment : on the contrary, I am fold, that ihe openly pro- 
fefleth tierfelf to be a bigh-fiyir ; and h is not improba- 
We, by her outlaadiih name, ihe may alfo. be a Papift i» 
faer.heart ; yet we fee this illuftrious and dangerous fe- 
male openly careflcd by principal perfons of both parties ; 
who contribute to fopport her in a fplendid manner, with- 
out the leaft apprehenfions from a gr*ndVjury, or even 
from 'iquire Hartley Hutcheibn himielf, that zealous 
profecutor of hawkers and libel* And as Hobbes wiii- 
ty obferves, Jo much money being equivalent to Jo much 
fwwer, it may deierve considering, with what fafety fucth, 
an inftrument of power ought to be trailed in the hands 
of an alun, who hath not given any legal fecurity for her 
good affe&ioiLto the government. 

I confefs, there is one evil which I could wHh our 
-friends would think proper to rediefs. There are many 
•Whigs in this kingdom of the old-fafhioned ftamp, of 
whom we might make very good ofe ; they bear die fame 
loyalty with ns to the Hanoverian family, in the perfon of 
King George IL ; the fame abhorrence of the Pretend- 
er, with the conferences of popery and flavery # and 
the fame indulgence to tender confeiences ; but having 
nothing to aflc for themfelves, and therefore the move 
leifure to think for the public, they are often apt to en- 
tertain fears and melancholy profpecls concerning the 
ftate of their country, the decay of trade, the want of 
money* the miferable condition of the people, with o» 
ther topics of the like nature ; all which do equally con- 
cern both Whig and Tory : who, if they have any thing 
to lofe, muft be equally fufferers. Perhaps, one or two 
of thefe melancholy gentlemen will fometimes venture to 
publifh their thoughts in print : now I can by no means 
approve our u&al cuftom of curing and railing at this 

Species 
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fpecies of thinkers, under the names of Tories, Jdcobitet* 
Papifts, libeller* ; rebels, and the like. 

This was the utter ruin of that poor, angry, bottling,, 
well-meaning mortal, Piftorides ; who lies equally under 
the contempt of both parties ; with no other difference* 
than a mixture of pity on one fide, and of averfm on the 
other. 

How hath he been pelted, bettered and pounded by 
one fingle wag, who promifettt never to forfkke him, 
living or dead ? 

I was much pleafed with the humour of a furgwn i* 
this town * who having, in his own apprehenuon, receiv- 
ed fome great injoftice from the Earl of Galway, and 
defpairing of revenge as well as relief, declared to all hit 
friends, that he had fet apart one hundred guineas to 
porchafe the Earl's carcafe from the fexton, whenever it 
fhould die, to make a fkeleton of the bones, fluff the 
hide, and {hew them for three-pence ; and thus get ven- 
geance for the injuries' he had fuffered by its owner. 

Of the like fpirit too often is that implacable race of 
wits ; againft whom there is no defence but innocence*, 
and philofophy : neither of which is likely to be at hand; 
and therefore the wounded have no where to fly for a 
cure, but to down-right (rapidity, a crazed head, or a 
profligate contempt of guilt and fliame. 

I am therefore forry for that other miferable creature 
Traulus ; who, altho' of fbtnewhat a different fpecies, 
yet feems very far to outdo even the genius of Piftorides* 
in that mifcarrying talent of ratling without coafiftency or 
difcretion againft the moft innocent peribns, according to 
the prefent fituation of his gall and fpleen. I do not 
blame an boneft gentleman for the bittereft invectives a* 
gainft one to whom he profefleth the greateft friendfliip ; 
provided he a&s in the dark, fo as not to be difcoverea : 
but in the mid ft of careffes, vifits, and invitations, to 
run into the ftreets, or to as public a place, and without 
the leaft pretended incitement fputter out the bafeit and 
falfeft accuiattons ; then to wipe his mouth, come up 
fmiling to his friend, make him by the hand, and tell 
him in a whifper, it was all for his (ervice : this proceed- 
ing, I am bold to think a great failure in prudence: and 
I am afraid kit fuch a pra&tioner, with a body fo open; 
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fo foul and fo full of Cores, may fall under the refentment 
of an incenfed political /urge on > who is not in much re«- 
nown for his mercy upon great provocation ; who with- 
out waiting for his death, will flay and diflfecX him alive-; 
and to the view of mankind lay open all the difordered 
cells of his brain, the venom of hre tongue, the corrupti- 
on of his heart, and (pots and flatus's of his fpleen : and 
all this for three-pence. 

, In fuch a cafe what a fcene would be laid open ! . and 
to drop my metaphor, what a character of our miftaking 
friend might an angry enemy draw and expofe ! particu- 
larising that unnatural conjunction of vices and fellies Co 
inconfilient with each other in the fame breaft : furious 
and fawning, fcurrilous and flattering, cowardly and pro- 
voking, inlolenf and abjeft; mofr profligately falfe, with 
the ftrongeft profeffions of fincerity j pofitive and variable, 
tyrannical, and flavifh. 

I apprehend,, that if all thia fhould be fet out to- the 
world by an angry Whig of the old ftamp,- the unavoid- 
able confequence muft be a confinement of our friend for 
fome" months more to his garret ; and thereby depriving 
the public for fo long time, and in fo important a junc- 
ture, of mVdefttl' talents inj their fervice, while he is fed 
like a wild bead thro' a hole-; but I hope with- a fpecial 
regard to the quantity and quality of his nourifhment* 

In vain would his excufers endeavour to palliate his e- 
normities by imputing them to madnefs ; becaufe it is well 
known, that madnefs only operates by inflaming and en- 
larging the good or evil dHpofitions of the mind. For 
N the curators of Bedlam allure us, that fome lunatics are 
perfons of honour, truth, benevolence, and many other 
virtues, which appear in their higheft ravings, altho' after 
a wild incoherent manner ; while others on the contrary 
difcover in every word and action the otmoft bafenefs and 
depravity of human minds; which infallibly they poflefled 
in the fame degree, altho' perhaps under a better regu* 
lation, before their entrance into that academy. 

But it may be objected, that there is an argument of 
much force to excufe the overflowings of that zeal which 
our friend (hews or means for our caufe. And it muft 
be confefled, that the " eafy and fmooth fluency of his 
? elocution, -beftOWed oil him by nature, and cultivated by 

"continual 
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^continual pra&ice, added to the comelinefs of his perfon, 
4 « the- harmony of his voice, the gracefulnefc of his manner, 
" and the decency of his drefs, ' are temptations too 
ilrong for fuch a genius to refift upon any public occafion 
of making them appear with univerfal applaufe. And if 
good men are fometimes accufed of loving their jeft bet- 
ter than their friend ; furely to gain the reputation of the 
iirfl orator in the kingdom, no man of fpirit would fcruple 
to lofe all the friends he had in the world. 

It is ufual for mailers to make their boys declaim on 
both fides of an argument ; and as fome kinds of aiTenv- 
blies are called the febooh of politics, X confefs nothing 
can better improve political fchool-boys, than the art of 
making plauiible or implausible harangues againft the 
very opinion, for which they refolve to determine. 

So Cardinal Perron, after having fpoke for an hour, to 
the admiration of all his hearers,to prove the exiftence of 
God, told fome of his intimates, that he could have 
fpoken another hour, and much better, to prove the 
contrary. 

1 have placed this reasoning in the ftrbngeft light, that 
I think it vwill bear ; and have nothing to anfwer, but 
that, allowing it as much weight as the reader mail pleafe, 
it hath conftantly met with ill fuccefs in the mouth of 
our friend ; but whether for want of good luck, or good 
management, I fufpend my judgment. . 

To return from this long digreffion ; if perfons in high 
Nations have been allowed to chufe wenches without re- 
gard even to difference in religion, yet never incurred the 
leaft reflection on their loyalty, or their proteftantifm ; 
fliall the chief governor of a great kingdom be cenfured 
for chufing a companion, who may formerly have been 
fufpe&ed for differing from the orthodox in fome fpecu- 
lative opinions of perfons and things, which cannot affect 
the fundamental principles of a found Whig? 

But let me. fuppofe a very poflible cafe. Here is a 
perfon fent to govern Ireland, whofe unfortunate weak 
fide it happens to be, for feveral reafons above mention- 
ed, that he hath encouraged the attendance of one or two 
gentlemen diHinguifhed for their tafte, their wit, and 
their learning ; who have taken the oaths to his Majefly, 
and pray heartily for him . yet becaufe they may perhaps 

be 
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be fHgmatized as quondam Tories by Piftorides and his 
gang, his Excellency moft be forced to banifh them un- 
der the pain and peril of difpleafing the zealots of his own 
party* ; and thereby be put into a worfe condition than 
every common good fellow, who may be a fincere Pro- 
teftant and a loyal fubjeft, and yet rather chufe to drink 
line ale at the Pope's head, than muddy at the King's. 

Let me then return to my fuppofitions. It is certain, 
the high-flown loyalifts in the preient fenfe of the word 
have their thoughts, and ifcudies, and tongues, fo entirely 
diverted by political fchemes, that the zeal of their prin- 
ciples hath eaten up their understandings ; neither have 
they time from their employments, their hopes, and" their 
hourly labours for acquiring new additions of merit, to 
amufe themfelves with philological converfe or fpecula- 
tions, which are utterly ruinous to all fchemes of rifmg 
in the world. What then muft a great man do, whofe 
ill liars have fatally perverted him to a love, and tafte, 
and poffeflion of literature, politenefs, and good fenfe ? 
our thorough-fped republic of Whigs, which contains the 
bulk of all hopers, pretenders, expedlers, and profeflbrs, 
are beyond all doubt moll highly ufefut to princes, to go- 
vernors, to great minifters, and to their country ; but at 
the fame time, and by neceffary confequence, the moft 
difagreeable companions to all, who have that unfortu- 
nate turn of mind peculiar to his Excellency, and perhaps 
to Ave or fix more in a nation. 

- I do not deny it poflible, that an original or profelyte 
favourite of the times might have been born to thole ufe- 
lefs talents, which in former ages qualified a man to be 
a poet, or a philofopher. All I contend for is, that 
where the true genius -of party once enters, it fweeps the 
houfe clean, and leaves room for many other fpirits to 
take joint ppfleflion, until the laftAate of that man is ex- 
ceedingly better than the firft. 

I allow it a great error in his Excellency, that he ad- 
heres fo obftinately to his old unfashionable academic e- 
ducatfon ; yet fo perverfe is human nature, that the ufual 
remedies for this evil in others have produced a contrary 
effect in him ; to a degree, that 1 am credibly informed, 
he will, as I have already hinted, in the middle of a fe£ 

tion quote pafTages out of Plato and Pindar at his own table 
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to fome book-learned companion without blufhing, even 
when perfbns of great ftations are by. 

I will venture one Hep further ; which is, freely to 
confefs, that this miftaken method of educating youth ia 
the knowledge of ancient learning and language is too apt 
to fpoil their politics and principles : becaufe the dodtrine 
and examples of the books they read, teach them leflfona 
dire&ly contrary in every point to the prefent practice of 
the world : and accordingly Hobbes mofl judicioufly ob- 
ferves, that the writings pf the Greeks and Romans made- 
young men imbibe opinions againft abfolute power in a 
prince, or even in a firft miniiler, and to embrace notions 
ofliberty and property. 

It hath been therefore a great felicity in thefe 
kingdoms, that the heirs to titles and large eftates have a 
weaknefs in their eyes, a tendernefs in their conflitutionsj 
are not able to bear the pain and indignity of whipping ; 
and, as the mother rightly expreffes it, could never take 
to their books, yet are well enough qualified to fign a re* 
ceipt for half a year's rent, to put their names (rightly 
fpelt) to a warrant, and to read pamphlets againfl reli- 
gion and high-flying ; whereby they fill their niches, 
and carry themfelves thro' the. world with that dignity, 
which bed becomes a fenator and a '{quire. 

T couid heartily wifh his Excellency would be more con- 
descending to the genius of the kingdom he governs ; to 
the condition of the times, and to the nature of the Nati- 
on he fills. Yet if it be true, what I have read in old 
Englifh ftory-books, that one Agefilaus (no matter to the 
bulk of my readers whether I fpell the name right or 
wrong) was caught by the.parfon of the parifh riding on 
a hobby-horfe with his children ; that Socrates a heathen 
philofopher was fonnd dancing by himfelf at fourfcore ; 
that a king called Caefar Auguflus (or fome fuch name) 
ufed to play with boys, whereof fome might poffibly be 
fons of Tories ; and that two great men called Scipio and 
Lelius, (I forget their chriftian names, and whether they, 
were poets or generals) often played at duke and drake 
with finooth Hones on a river. Now I fay, if thefe facts 
be true, [and the book where I found them is in print) 
I Cannot imagine why our moil zealous patriots may 
not a little indulge his Excellency in an infirmity, 

Vol. III. Q^ which 
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which is not morally evil ; provided he gives no public 
fcandal ; which is by all means to be avoided : 1 fay, 
why he may not be indulged twice a week to converfe 
with one or two particular perfons ; and let him and them 
conn over their old exploded readings together, after 
mornings fpent in hearing and prefcribing ways and means 
from and to his mod obedient politicians for the welfare 
of the kingdom ; altho' the faid particular perfon or 
perfons, may not have made fo public a declaration of 
their political faith in all its parts, as the bufinefs of the 
nation requires : dill fubmitting my opinion to that hap- 
py majority, which I am confident is always in the right 5 
by whom die liberty of the fubjeft hath been fo frequent- 
ly, fo flrenuoufly, and fo fuccefsfully afferted ; who by 
their wife counfels have made commerce to flourifh, mo- 
ney to abound, inhabitants to increafe, the value of lands 
and rents to rife ; and the whole iiland put on a new 
face of plenty and profperity. 

But, in order to clear liis Excellency more fully from , 
this accufation of fhewing his favours to high-flyers, 
Tories, and Jacobites, it will be necefTary to come to 
particulars. 

The firft perfon of a Tory denomination, to whom 
his Excellency gave any marks of his favour, was Doctor 
Thomas Sheridan. It is to be Obferved, that this hap- 
pened fo early in his Excellency's government, as it may 
be juftly fuppofed he had not been informed of that 

fentleman's character upon fo dangerous an article. The 
>o£tor being well known, and difiinguifhed for his (kill 
and fuccefs in the education of youth beyond moft of his 
profeflion for many years paft, was recommended to his 
Excellency on the fcore of his learning, and particularly 
for his knowledge in the Greek tongue ; whereof, it 
feems, his Excellency is a great admirer, altho* for what 
reafons I could never imagine. However, it is agreed on 
all hands, that his Lordfhip was too eafily prevailed on 
by the Do&or's requeft, or indeed rather from, the bias 
of his own nature, to hear a tragedy acted in that un- 
known language by the Doctor's lads, which was written 
by fome heathen author ; but whether it contained any 
Tory or High-church principles, muft be left to the con- 
iciences of the boys, the Doctor, and his Excellency, the 

only 
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only witneffcs in .this cafe, whofe teftimonies can be de- 
pended upon. 

It feems, his Excellency (a thing never to be fuffici* 
ently wondered at) was fo pleafed with his entertainment, 
that fome time after he gave the Doctor a church-living 
to the value of aim oft one hundred pounds a-year, ana 
made him one of his chaplains ; from an antiquated no- 
tion, that good fchool-mafters ought to be encouraged in 
every nation profefling civility and religion. Yet hxs Ex- 
cellency did not venture to make this bold ftep without 
ftrong recommendations from perfons of undoubted prin- 
ciples fitted to the times ; who thought themfelves bound 
in juftice, honour, and gratitude, to do the Doctor a 
good office, in return for the care he had taken of their 
children, or of thofc of their friends. Yet the cataftrophe 
was terrible ; for the Doctor, in the height of his felicity 
and gratitude going down to take pofleffion of his pa- 
riih, and fiirnifhed with a few led fermons, whereof, as 
it is to be iuppofed, the number was very fmall, having 
never ferved a cure in the church ; he ftopt at Cork tov 
attend on liis bifhop ; and going to church on the Sun- 
day following, was according to the ufual civility of 
country, clergymen invited by the minifter of the parifh 
to fupply the pulpit. It happened to be the hrft of Au- 
guft ; and the firft of Auguil happened that year to light 
upon a Sunday : and it nappened that the Doctor's text 
was in thefe words ; Jitfficient unto the day is the e<vil there- 
of* : amllarUy, it happened that fome one perfon of the 
congregation, whofe loyalty made him watchful upon 
every; appearance of danger to his Majefly's perfon and 
government, when fervice was over,, gave the alarm t 
Notice was immediately fen t up ta town ;.. and by the 
zeal of one man, of no large dimenfions of body or mind^ fuck 
a clamour was raffed, that we in Dublin could apprehend 
no lefs than an invalion by the Pretender*, who muft be 
landed in the fouth. The refult was, that the Doctor 
muft be (truck out of the chaplains lift, and appear no 
more at the caftle ; yet whether he were then, or be at 
tins day, a Whig or a Tory, Tthink" is a fecret ; only it is 

Q^2 manifeft, 
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manifeft, that he is a zealous Hanoverian, at kail In 
poetry, and a great admirer of the prefent royal family 
thro' all its branches. His friends likewife alTert, that 
he had preached this fermon often under the fame text ; 
chat not having obferved the words, till he was in the 
pulpit, and had opened his notes ; as he is a perfon a lit- 
tle abftratted, he wanted prefence of mind to change 
them : and that in the whole fermon there was not a 
fyllable relating to government or party, or to the fub- 
jecl of the day. 

In this incident there feems to have been an union of 
events, that will probably never happen again to the end 
of the world ; or is at leaft like the grand conjunction 
in the heavens ; which, I think, they fay can arrive bat 
once in twenty thou&nd years. 

The fecond gentleman (if I am right in my chrono- 
logy) who under the fufpicion of a Tory received fome 
favour from his Excellency, is Mr James Stopford ; very 
ftrongly recommended by the mod eminent Whig in 
England on the account of his learning, and virtue, and 
other accompliihments. He had pafled the greajeft part 
of his youth in clofe ftudy, or in travelling; and was ei- 
ther not at home, or not at leifore to trouble his thoughts 
about party; which I allow to be a great omiffion, air 
tho' I cannot honeftly place him in the lift of Tories : 
and therefore think his Excellency may be fairly acquit* 
ted for making him vicar of Finglafs, worth about one 
hundred pounds a year. 

The third is Doctor Patrick Delany. This divine lies 
under fome di (advantage ; having in his youth received 
many civilities from a certain perfon *, then in a very 
high ftation here ; for which reafon, I doubt the Doctor 
never drank his confuiion fince, and what makes the 
matter defperate, it is now too late ; unlefs our inqniii- 
tors will be content with drinking confuiion to his me- 
mory. The aforefaid eminent perfon, who was a judge 
of all merit, except that of party, diftinguilhed the Do- 
ctor, among other juniors in our uniyeriity, for his learn- 
ing, virtue, difcretion, and good fenfe. But the Doctor 
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Was then in too good a fituation at his college to hope ofr 
endeavour at a better eftabltthment from one, who had . 
too power to give it him. 

Upon the prefent Lord Lieutenant's coming over, the - 
Doctor was named to his Excellency by a friend * among 
other clergy of distinction, as perfons whofe characters it 
Was proper his Excellency mould know ; and by the 
truth of which the giver would be content to (land or - 
fall in his Excellency's opinion ; fince not one of thofe 
|>erfons were in particular friendfhip with the gentleman j. 
who gave in their names. By this, and fome other in* 
cidents, particularly the recommendation of the late - 
Archbifhop of Dublin, the Doctor became known to 
his Excellency, whofe fatal turn of mmd towards hea* 
thenifh and outlandifli books and languages, finding as £ 
conceive a like difpofition in the Doctor, was the caufe 
of his becoming fo domeftic, as we are told he is, at the 
caille of Dublin. 

Three or four years agathe Doctor grown weary of an ? 
academic life, for fome reafons bell known to the ma- 
nagers of the di&iptinein that learned fociety (which it 
may not be for their honour to mention) refblved to leave - 
ft ; ahho', by the benefit of the pupils, and his fenior 
;fellowfhip, with all its perquifites, he received every year 
between nine hundred and a thoufand pounds'. And a 
fmall northern living, in the university's donation, of 
ftmewhat better than one hundred pounds a >ear falling 
*t the fame time with die chancellorfhip of Chrift church, 
to about equal the value, in the gift of his Excellency J 
the Doctor ventured into the world m a very fcanty Con- 
dition ; haying fquandred away all his annual income in 
a manner, which, altho* perhaps proper enough for & 
clergyman without a family, will not be for the advan- 
tage of his character to difcover ekher on the exchange* 
or at a banker's (hop* • 

About two months ago, his Excellency gave the Do* 
ctor a prebend in St Patrick's cathedral ; which being of 
near the fame value with either of the two former, witt 
add a third part to his revenues, after he mall have paid 
the great incumbrances upon it : fo that he may now be 
ftid to poiTels of church -piefermettts in fcattered tythes 
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three hundred pounds a year ; inftead of the like fumof 
infallible rents from a fenior fellowmip, with the offices 
annexed ; befide the advantage of a free lodging, a great 
number of pupils, and ibme other eaJeinents. 

But fince the Do&or hath not in any of his writing*, 
bis iermons, his actions, his difcourfe, or his company, 
difcovered one fingle principle of either Whig or Tory ; 
and that the Lord Lieutenant Hill continues to admit 
him ; 1 fhall boldly pronounce him ONE OF US : but, 
like a new free-mafon, who hath not yet learned all the 
dialed! of the my fiery. Neither can he juftly be accu- 
sed of any Tory doctrines ; except perhaps fome amopg 
thofe few, with which that wicked party was charged 
during the height of their power, but have been fince 
transferred for the moft folid reafons, to the whole body 
of our firraeft friends. 

* . I have now done with the clergy : and upon the ftri&r 
eft examination have not been able to find above one of 
that order, againft whom any party fufpicion can lie ; I 
-mean the unfortunate gentleman Doctor Sheridan, who 
by mere chance-medley (hot his own fortune dead with 
a fingle text. 

As to the laity, I can hear of but one perfon of the 
Tory ftarap, who fince the beginning of his Excellency's 
government did ever receive any (olid mark of his fa- 
vour : I mean Sir Arthur Achefon, reported to be an 
acknowledged Tory ; and, what ia almoft as bad, a fcho- 
lar into the bargain. It is whifpered about, as a certain 
truth, that this gentleman is to have a grant of a certain 
barrack * upon his eftate within two miles of his own 
houfe ; for which the crown is to be his tenant, at the 
rent of fixty pounds per annitm ; he being only at the ex- 
pence of about five hundred pounds to put the houfe in 
repair, build ftables, and other neceflaries. I will place 
this invidious mark of beneficence conferred on a Tory in 
a fair light, by computing the coils and neceflary defalca- 
tions : after which it may be feen how much Sir Arthur" 
will be annually a clear gainer by the public ; notwith- 

Handing" 

* See a poem uppn this incident, infilled, The grand quejiioi^ 
debated, &c. vol. vi. 
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Handing his unfortunate principles, and his knowledgt 
is Greek and Latin. 

For repairs, &c . 500 L the intereft whereof ? 

per annum - - - ^ 3 ° • 

For all manner of poultry to furmfli the troop- 3 

ers, but which the faid troopers muft beat > 50 o> 
the labour of catching, valued per annum j 

For ftraggling ftieep - -. - 8 o o> 

For game defiroyed five miles round 600 

- - 49 o o 



Rent paid to Sir Arthur * - - 60 o o 
Deduft - - - - 49 o o 

Remains clear - — - 1 1 a o 

Thus if Sir Arthur Acheibn (hall have the good 
fortune to obtain a grant of this barrack, he will receive 
net profit annually from the crown ELEVEN pounds 
fterling to help him in entertaining the officers* and ma- 
king provifions for his younger children. 

It is true, there is another advantage to be expe&ed, 
which may fully compenfate the lofc of cattle and poul- 
try; by multiplying the breed of mankind, and particu- 
larly that of good rroteftants, in a part of the kingdom 
half depopulated by the wild humour among the farmers 
there of leaving their country. But I. am not fo fkilful 
in arithmetic, as to compute the value. 

I have reckoned one per cent, below the legal interest 
for the money that Sir Arthur muft expend ; and valued 
the damage in the other articles very moderately. How- 
ever* I am confident he may with good management be a 
faver at leaft ; which is a prodigious kiftance of modera- 
tion in our friends towards a profeffed Tory, whatever 
merit he may pretend by the unwillingnefs he hath (hewn 
to make his Excellency uneafy in his adminiftratioiK 

Thus I have, with the utmoft impartiality, colle&ed 
every fingle favour (further than perfonal civilkies) con- 
ferred by his Excellency on Tories, and reputed Tories, 
fincc his firft arrival hither to this 30th day of April, in 

the 
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the year of our Lord 1730, giving all allowance poffibfe 
to the arguments on the other tide of the question : and 
the account will Hand thus : 

Difpofed of preferments arid employments to Tories* 
or reputed Tories, by his Excellency John Lord Carteret, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in about the fpace of fit 
years : 



To DoclorThomas Sheridan, in a reftbry 7 
near Kinfale, per annum, - - > 

To Sir Arthur Achefon, Baronet, a bar- ? 
rack, fir annum 5 



100 o O 
11 o a 

111 o <*£ 



Give me leave now* to compute in grofs die value of 
the favours done by his Excellency to the true friends of 
their King and country, and of the Protefiant religion. 

It is to be remembered, that, altho* his Excellency 
tan not be properly faid to beflow bifhoprics, commands 
in the army, the place of a judge, or commiffioner in the 
revenue, and fome others ; yet they are for the mod part 
difpofed upon his recommendation, except where the 
*perfons are immediately fent from England by their inte- 
jeft at court ; for which I have allowed great defalcations 
in the following accounts. And it is remarkable, that 
the only considerable ftation conferred on a Tory fince 
his prefent Excellency's government was of this- latter 
kind. 

And indeed it is but too notorious, that in a neigh- 
bouring nation (where this dangerous denomination of 
men is incomparably more numerous, more powerful, 
and of confequence more formidable) real Tories can 
often with much lefs difficulty obtain very high favours 
from the government, than their reputed brethren can 
arrive to She loweft in ours. I obfcrve this with all 
poffible fubmhTion to the wi£lom of their policy ; which 
however will not, I believe, difpute the praife of vigi-» 
lance with ours. 
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WHIG Account. 
To perfons promoted to bifhoprics, or 3 

reovoved to more beneficial ones, com- > 10,050 o o 
- pitted per annum - * j 

To civil employments - - 9030 o a 

To military commands - - 8436 o o 

"37,516 b o 



TORY Account. 
To Tories - - - • 1 1 1 o o 



Balance ^- - - 27,405 o o 



I lhall conclude with this obfervation, that, as I think 
the Tories have fufEcient reafbn to be fully fatisfied with 
the (hare of truft, power, and employments, which they 

r>ffefs under the lenity of the prefent government -, fo, 
do not find how his Excellency can be juftly cenfured 
ior favouring none but •• high-church, high-flyers, ter- 
*' magants, Laudifts, Sacheverellians, tip-top-galloiv- 
** men, Jacobites, tantivys, anti-hanoverians, friends ta 
** popery and the Pretender and to arbitrary power,. <tt£- 
V obligers of England, breakers of DEPENDEN C Y* 
* l inflamers of quarrels between the two nations, public 
"incendiaries, enemies to the King and kingdoms, ha~ 
49 ters of TRUE proteftants, laurel-men, Annifts, com- 
• * plainers of the nation's poverty, Ormondians, icono- 
s * clafts, anti-glorious-memorifts, anti-revolutioners, 
" white-rofalifts, tenth-a-junians," and the like, when 
by a fair ftate of the account, the balance, I conceive, 
deems to lie on the other fide. 
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CONSIDERATIONS upon two 
Bills fent down from the right honour* 
able the Houfe of Lo* bs to the honour- 

, able the Houfe of Commons in In elan i>* 

- relating to the Clergy f. 

[Written in the year 1 73 1 .] 



I Have often for above a month paft defired fome few 
. clergymen, who are pleafed to vifit me, that they 
would procure an extraft of two bills brought into 
the council by fome of the bifhops, and both of them 
fince pafled in the houfe of Lords : but I could never 
obtain what I defired, whether by the forgetfulnefs or 
negligence of thofe whom I employed, or the difficulty 
of the thing itfelf. Therefore* if I fliall happen to mif- 
take in any fa£t of confequence, I defire my remarks 
upon it may pafs for nothing r for my information is no 
better, than what I received in words from feveral di- 
vines, who feemed to agree with each other. I have not 
the honour to be acquainted with any one (ingle Prelate 
^ of the kingdom ; and am a ftranger to their chara- 
cters, further than as common lame reports them* 

which 



' f In the year 1 73 1, a bill was b#craght Int© the houfe of Lord* 
by a great majority of the right reverend the Bilhops, for enabling 
them to divide the livings of the inferior clergy ; which bill was 
approved of in the privy council of Ireland, and pafled by the 
llords in parliament. It was afterwards fent to the houfe of 
Commons for their approbation ; but was rejected by them with 
a great majority. The author of the following confederations, who 
hath always been the bed friend to the inferior clergy of' the 
church of England, as may be fcen by many parts of his wri- 
tings, oppofedthis pernicious project with great fuccefs; which, 
if it had patted . into a law, would have been of (be worft cquCl* 
Vence to this nation. Dub. edit. i7|8» 
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which is not to be depended on ; therefore I cannot be 
fuppofed to a£ upon a principle of refentment. I efteem 
their functions (if J may be allowed to fay fo without of- 
fence) as truly apoftolical, and abfolutely neceflary to the 
perfe&ion of a Chriftian church. 

There are no qualities more incident to the frailty and 
corruptions of human kind, than an indifference or in- 
fenfibility for other men's fufferings, and a fudden for* 
getfulnefs of their own former humble date, when they 
fife in the world. Thefe two difpofitions have not, I 
think, any where fo ftrongly exerted themfelves, as in 
the order of bifhops with regard to the inferior clergy ; 
for which I can find no reafons, but fuch as naturally' 
fhould feem to operate a quite contrary way. The main- 
tenance of the clergy throughout die Kingdom is precari- 
ous and uncertain, collected from -a moil miferable race 
of beggarly farmers ; at whofe mercy every minifter lies 
to he defrauded. His office as re&or, or vicar, if it be 
duly executed, is very laborious. As foon as he is pro- 
moted to a bifhopric, the fcene is entirely and happily 
changed ; his revenues are large, and as furely paid as 
thofe of the king ; his whole bufinefs is once a year to 
receive the attendance, the fubmiffion, and the proxy- 
money of all his clergy, in whatever part of the diocefe 
he (hall pleafe to think mod convenient for himfelf. Nei- 
ther is his perfonal prefence necefTary, for the bufinefs 
maybe done by a vicar general. The fatigue of ordi- 
nation is juft what the bifhops pleafe -to make it ; and as 
matters have been for fome time, and may probably re- 
main, the fewer ordinations the better. The reft of their 
vifible office confifls in the honour of attending parlia- 
ments and councils, and bellowing preferments in their 
own gift; in which Iaft employment, and in their fpiritu- 
al and' temporal courts,' the labour falls to their vicars- 
general, fecretaries, pro&ors, apparitors, fenefchals, 
and the like. Now, I fay, in fo quick a change, where- 
by their brethren in a few days are become their fubje&s, 
it would be reasonable at leaft to hope that the labour, 
confinement, and fubje&ion, from which they have fo 
lately efcaped, like a bird out of the fnare of the fowler, 
might a little incline them to remember the condition of 
jthofe who were but laid week their equals, probably their , 

companions 
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companions or their friends, and poffibly as reafonable 
expe&ants. There is a known ftory of colonel Tidcomb, 
who, while he continued a fubaltern officer, was every 
day complaining againft the pride, oppreffion, and hard 
treatment of colonels towards their officers ; yet in a very- 
few minutes after he had received his commiffion for a 
regiment, walking with a friend on the Mall, he confeiT- 
ed that the ipirit of colonelfhip was coming fail upon 
him, which ipirit is faid to have daily ihcreafed to the 
hour of his death. 

It is true, the clergy of this kingdom, who are pro- 
moted to bi&oprics, have always fome great advantages ; - 
either that of rich deaneries, opulent and multiplied rec- 
tories and dignities, itrong alliances by birth or marriage, 
fortified by a fuperlative degree of zeal and loyalty : Hut 
however, they were all at firft no more than young be- 
ginners ; and before their great promotion were known 
by their plain chriftian names among their old compa- 
nions, the middling rate of clergymen ; nor could there- 
fore be ftrangers to their condition, or with any good 
grace forget it (b foon, as it hath too often happened. 

I confefs, I do not remember to have obferved any 
body o£ men a&ing with fo little concert, as our clergy 
have done in a point, where there opinions appeared to 
be unanimous : a point wherein their whole temporal 
fupport was concerned, as well as their power of ferving 
God and his church in their fpiritual functions. This hath 
been imputed to their fear of difobliging, or hopes of 
further favours upon compliance ; becaufe it was obfer- 
ved, that fome who appeared at firft with the greaceft zeal, 
thought fit fuddenly to abfent themfelves from the ufual 
meetings : yet we know, what expert folicitors the Qua- 
kers, the DifTenters, and even the Papifts have fometimes 
found to drive a point of advantage, or prevent an im- 
pending evil. 

1 have not feen any extract from the two bills intro- 
duced by the bifhops into the privy council ; where the 
clergy* upon fome failure in favour, or through the ti- 
moroufnefs of many among their brethren, were refufed 
to be heard by the council. It feems, thefe bills were 
both returned, agreed to by the King and council in Eng- 
land, and the houfe of Lords hath with great expedition 
. . ' j . paired 
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m pafled them both ; and it is faid, they are immediately' 
to be feat down to the commons for their confent. 

The particulars, as they have been imperfectly report- 
ed to me, are as follow : 

By one of the bills, the bifhops have power to oblige 
the country clergy to build a manfion-houfe upon what- 
ever part of their glebes their Lordfhips fhall command ; 
and if the living be above 50/. a year, the minifter is 
bound to build after three years a houfe that fhall coft 
one year and a half's rent of his income. F©r inftance, if 
a clergyman with a wife and feven children gets a living 
.of 55/. per annum, he muft after three years build a houfe 
that (hall coft 77/. ioj. and muft fupport his family, 
during the time the bifhop (hall appoint for the building 
of it, with the remainder. But if the living be under 
,50/. a year, the minifter (hall be allowed 100/. out of 
die firft fruits. 

But there is faid to be one circumftance a little extra* 
ordinary ; that if tjiere be a fingle fpot in the glebe more 
barren, more marlhy, more expofed to the winds, more 
diftant from the church or fkeleton"bf a church, or from 
atay con veniency of building ; the redlor, or vicar may be 
obliged by the caprice or pique of the bifhop, to build, 
under pain of fequeftration (an office, which ever falls in- 
to the moft knavifh hands) upon whatever point his Lord- 
fhip fhall command ; altho' the farmers have not x paid 
one quarter of his dues. 

I believe, under the prefent diftrefTes of the kingdom 
(which inevitably without a miracle muft increafe for e- 
ver) there are not ten country clergymen in Ireland, re- 
puted to poiTefs a parifh of 1 00 /. per annum, who for 
fbme years paft have actually received 60/. and that with 
the titmoft difficulty and vexation. I am therefore at a 
lofs, what kind of valuators the bifhops will make ufe of; 
and whether the ftarving vicar fhall be forced to build 
his houfe with the money he never received. 

The other bill, which pafTed in two days after the for- 
mer, is faid to concern the divifion of parifhes into as ma- 
ny parcels as the bifhop fhall think fit, only leaving 300/. 
a year to the mother church; which 300/. by another 
aft pafTed fome years ago they can divide like wife, and 
crumble as low as their will and pleafure will difpofe 

Vol. III. R them 
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them. So that inftead of fix hundred clergymen, which, 
I think, is the ufual computation, we may have in a fmall 
cqmpafs of years almoft as many thoufands to live with 
decency and comfort, provide for their children, be cha- 
ritable to the poor, and maintain hofpitality. 

But it is very reafonable to hope, and heartily to be 
wilted by all thofe, who have the leaft regard to our ho- 
ly religion as hitherto eflablilhed, or to a learned, pious, 
diligent, converfable clergyman, or even to common hu- 
manity, that the honourable houfe of Commons will, in 
their great wifdom, juftice and tendernefs to innocent men, 
con fide r thefe bills in another light. It is faid, they well 
know this kingdom not to be fo over flocked with neigh- 
bouring gentry, but a difcreet learned clergyman, with a 
competency fit for one of his education, may be an enter-, 
taining, a ufeful, and fometimes a /leceflary companion* 
That, altho' fuch a clergyman may not be able conflant- 
ly to find beef and wine for his own family, yet he may 
be allowed fometimes to afford both to a neighbour with- 
out diflreffing himfelf ; and the rather, becaufe he may 
expect at lead as gootl a return. It will probably be 
confidered, that in many defolate parts there may not be 
always a fufficient number of perfons confiderable enough . 
to be trufled with commiflions of the peace, which feveral 
of the clergy now fupply much better, than a little, 
hedge, contemptible, illiterate vicar from twenty to fifty 
pounds a year, the fon of a weaver, pedlar, taylor, or 
miller, can be prefumed to do. 

The landlords and farmers by this fcheme can find no 
profit, but will certainly be lofers. For inftance, if the 
large northern livings be fplit into a dozen parilhes or 
more, it will be very neceflary for the little threadbare 
gown man, with his wife, his proftor, and every child who 
can crawl, to watch the fields at harvefi time for fear of 
lofing a fingle fheaf, which he could not afford under 
peril of a day's jlarving : for, according to the Scotch* 
proverb, a hungry louje Sites fore. This would of neceffity 
breed an infinite number of^ wrangles and litigious fuits 
in the fpiritual courts ; and put the wretched pallor at 
perpetual variance with his whole parifti. But, as they 
have hitherto flood, a clergyman eflablilhed in a compe- 
tent living is not under the neceflity of being fo fharp, 

vigilant, 
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vigilant, and exa&ing. On the contrary it is well known 
and allowed, that the clergy round the kingdom think 
themfelves well treated, if they lofe only one fingle third 
of their legal demands. 

The honourable houfe may perhaps be inclined to con- 
ceive, that my Lords the Biftiops enjoy as ample a power 
both foiritual and temporal, as will fully fuffice to anfwer 
every branch of their office ; that they want no laws to 
regulate the conduct of thofe clergymen, over whom they 
'prefidej that, if non-refidence Tbe a grievance, it is tlie 
patron's fault, who makes not a better choice, or caufed 
the plurality. That, if the general impartial character 
of perfons chofeh into the church had been more regard*. 
ed, and the motive of party, alliance, kindred, flatter- 
ers, ill judgment, or perfonal favour regarded lefs, there 
'would be fewer compraints of non-refidence, want of 
care, blameable hehaviour, or any other part of mifcoir- 
'duel ; not to mention ignorance and flupidity. • 

I could name certain gentlemen of the gown, whole* 
aukward, fpruce, prim, fneering, and fmirking counte- 
nances, the very tone of their voices, and an ungainly 
ilrut in their walk, without one (ingle talent for any one- 
office, have contrived to get good preferment by the 
mere force of flattery and cringing : for which two vir- 
tues (the only two virtues they pretend to) they were, 
however, utterly unqualified : and whom, if I were iri 
power, altho* they were my nephews, or had married' 
my nieces, I could never in point of good confeience or 
honour have recommended to a curacy in Connaught. 

The honourable houfe of Comm6ns may likewife per- 
haps confider, that the gentry of this kingdom differ front 
all others upon earth, being lefs capable of employments 
in their own country, than any others who come from a- 
broad ; and, that mod of them haye little expectation of i 

providing for their younger children otherwife than bjr 
the church, in which there might be fome hopes of get- 
ting a tolerable maintenance. For after the patron* 
fhould have fettled their fons, their nephews, their nieces, 
their dependents, and. their followers invited over from 
the other fide, there would ftill remain an overplus of" 
fin all er church preferments to be given to~fuch clergy of ' 
the nation* who fhall have their quantum of whatever. 

R & merit- 
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merit may be then in fa(hi6n. But by thefe bills they 
will be all as abfolutely excluded, as if they had palled 
under the denomination of Tories ; unlets they can be 
contented at the utmoft with 50/. a year ; which by the 
difficulties of colle&ing tythes in Ireland, and the daily 
increafing miferies of the people, will hardly rife to half 
that fum. 

It is obferved, that the divines fent over hither to go- 
vern this church have not feemed to confider the differ- 
ence between both kingdoms with refpeft to the inferior 
clergy. As to themfejves indeed, they find a large re- 
venue in lands let at one quarter value., which conieqnent- 
ly muft be paid wfcile there is a penny left among us.; 
and the public difcefs fo little' affefts their interests, that 
their fines are now higher tjianever : they content them- 
felves to fuppofe, that whatever a parifh is faid to h& 
.worth, comes all into the parfon's pocket. 

The poverty of great numbers among the clergy of 
England hath been the continual complaint of all men, 
.who wifh well %o the church, and many fchemes have 
been thought on to redrefs it; yet an Engliiji vicar. ojf 
40/. a year lives much more comfortably than one of" 
double the value in Ireland. His farmers, generally 
fpeaking, are able and willing to pay him his full dues ; 
he hath a decent church of antient landing, filed every 
X*ord'$ day with a large congregation of plain people, well 
clad, and hehaving themfelves as if (hey believed in Goi* 
and Christ. He hath a houfe and barn in repair, sl 
field or two to graze his cows, with ajardenaiid orchard. 
No gueft expects more from him than a pot ofale : he- 
jives like an honeft plain former, as his wife is drefled 
but little better than goody. He is fometimes gracioufly 
invited by the 'fquire, where he fits at an humble di~ 
fiance : if he gets the love of his people, they often make 
him little ufeful prefents : he is happy by being born to 
no higher expectation ; for he is uiually the fon of fbmo 
ordinary tradeiman, or middling farmer. His learning 
is much of a fize with his birth and education ; no more 
of either,, than what a poor hungry fervitor can be ex- 
pedicel to bring with him from his college. It would be 
tedious to fhew the reverie of all this in our diiiant poor* 
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er jttriflies through moft parts of Ireland, wherein 'every - 
leader may make the companion. 

Lastly, the honourable hx>ufe of Commons may connV 
der, whether the fchemepf multiplying beggarly clergy* 
men through the whole kingdom, who mud all have - 
votes for choofing parliament men (provided, they can v, 
prove their freeholds to be worth 40 /. per annum, ultra 
reprifas) may not, by their numbers, have great influence * 
npon e/e&ions ; being entirely under the dependence off 
their biihops. For by a -moderate' computation, after all * 
the division* and fubdivifions of pariihes, that my Lords > 
the Bifhops have power to make by their new laws, there •* 
will, as foon as the prefent fet of clergy goes* off, be rai- 
fed an army of ecclefiailical militants able -enough for " 
any kind of fervice, except that of the altar. 

I am indeed in fome concern about a fund for building: - 
a thoufand or two churches, wherein- thefe probationers * 
may read their wall le&ures* ; and begin to doubt they - 
lauft be contented with barns ; which barns will be one- 
great advancing tfep towards an accommodation witlv* 
our true Proteftant brethren, the Diflenters. 

The (cheme of encouraging clergymen to build houfes* • 
by dividing a living of 500/. a year into ten parts is a ••? 
contrivance, the meaning whereof hath got on the wrong - 
fide of my comprehension ; unlefs it may be argued, that 
bHhops build no houfes, becaufe they are fo rich ; and • 
therefore the inferior clergy will certainly build, if your* 
reduce them to beggary* But I knew a very rich man - 
of quality in England, who could never be perfuaded to » 
keep a fervant out of livery ; becaufe fuch fervants would;. 
be expenfive, and apt in time to look like gentlemen ; 
whereas the others were ready to fubmit to the bafell of- 
fices-, and at a cheaper penny worth might increafe hi9 , < 
retinue. . , 

I hear, it is the opinion of many wife merji that be- 
fore thefe bills pafs both houfes, they fhould be fentback 
to England with the following clauies inferted. 

Ft r st, that whereas there may be about a dozen double 
bishopries in Ireland, thofe bifhoprics (hould be fplit and 
given to different perfons- ; and thofe of a Angle deno- 
mination be al(i> divided into two, three, or lour parts, 

R 3 aa 
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as occafion mall require ; otherwife there may be a que- 
ftion itarted, whether twenty two prelates can efre&ually 
extend their paternal care, and unlimited power, for the 
protection and corre&ion of fo great a number of fpiritu- 
al fubjecls. But this propofal will meet with fuch furious 
objections, that I fhall not infill upon it : for I well re- 
member to have read, what a terrible fright the frogs 
were in upon a report, that the fun was going to marry* 

Another, claufe fhould be, that none of thefe twenty, 
thirty, forty, or fifty pounders may be Suffered to marry 
under the penalty of immediate deprivation ,* their mar- 
riages declared null, and their children baftards : for 
fome defponding people take the kingdom to be in no 
condition of encouraging fo numerous a breed of beggars. 

A third claufe will be necefiary, that thefe humble gen- 
try mould be abfoiutely difqualified from giving votes in 
elections for parliament men. 

Others add a fourth; which rs a claufe of indulgence, 
that thefe reduced divines may be permitted to follow 
any lawful ways of living, which will not call them too 
often or too far from their fpiritual offices : (for, unlefs 
I mifapprehend, they are fuppofed to have Epifcopal or- 
dination). For example ; they may be lappers of linen, 
bailiffs of the manor ; they may let blood, or apply 
planners for three miles round : they may get a difpenfa- 
tion to hold the clerkfhip and fextonfhip ef their own pa- 
ri ih in commendam. Their wives and daughters may 
make fhrrts for the neighbourhood ; or, if a barrack be 
near, for the foldiers : in linen countries they may card 
• andfpin, and keep a few looms in the houfe : they may 
let lodgings, and fell a pot of ale without doors, but not 
at home, unlefs to fober company, and at regular hours; 
It is by fome thought a little hard, that in>ai* affair of the 
laft confequence to the very being of the clergy in the 
points of liberty and property, as well as in their abilities 
to perform their duty, this whole reverend body, who 
are the eftablifhed mftru&ors of the nation in Chriflianity 
and moral virtues > and are the only pcrfons concerned, 
JhouM be the fole perfons not confulted. Let any fcholar 
fhew the like precedent in Chriftendom for twelve hun- 
dred years paft. An a& of parliament for fettling or fel- 
ling 
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lfng an eftate in a private family is never pa/Ted, until 
all parties give confent. But in the prefent cafe the 
whole body of the clergy is, as themfelves apprehend, 
determined to utter ruin without once expecting or aflc- 
ing their opinion ; and this by a.fcheme contrived only 
by one part of the convocation, while the other part, 
which hath been chofen in the ufual forms, wants only 
the regal permifEon to affemble, and confult about the 
affairs of 'the chureh, as their predeceflbrs have always 
done in former ages : where it is pre fumed, the lower 
honfe hath a power of propoiing canons, and a negative 
voice, as well as the upper. And God forbid (fay thefe 
objectors) that there mould be a real feparate intereft be* 
tween the biftiops and clergy, any more than there is 
between a man and his wife, a King and his people, or 
Christ and his church. 

■* It feems there is a provifion in the bill, that no pa- 
rifli fhall be cut into fcraps without the confent of (eve* 
ral perfons, who can be no fufferers in the matter : but 
I cannot find that the clergy lay much weight on this 
caution ; becaufe they argue, that the very perfons- from* 
whom thefe bills took their rife, will have the greater? 
fkare in the deciiion> 

I do not by any means conceive the crying fin of the 
clergy in this kingdom ta be that of non-refidence. I 
am fure, it is many degrees lefe fo here than in England? 
unlefs the pofTefSori of pluralities may pafs under that 
same ; and if this be a fault, k is well known to whom? 
it mud be imputed : 1 believe, upon a fair inquiry (and 
I hear 1 an inquiry is to be made) they will appear to be 
inoft pardonably few ; eipecially, confidering how many 
parifhes have not an "inch of glebe, and how difficult it is> 
. upon any reafonable terms to find a place of habitation. 
And therefore, God knows whether my Lords the Bi- 
fhops will be foon able to convince the clergy, or thofe 
who have any regard for that venerable body, that the 
chief motive in their Lordftiips minds by procuring 
thefe bills was to prevent the fin of non-refidenee ; while 
the univerfal opinion of almoft every clergyman in the 
kingdom, without diftin&ion of party, taking in even 
thofe who are not likely to be fufferers, ftands directly 
againfl them. 
* If 
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If fome livings in the north may be juftly thought totf -■ 
large a compafs of land, which makes it inconvenient 
for the remoteft inhabitants to attend the fervice of the 
church, which in fome inftances may be true, no rea-* 
fonable clergyman would oppofe a proper, remedy by 
particular acts of parliament. 

Thus for inftance the deanry of Down, a country 
deanry I think without a cathedral, depending wholly 
upon an union of parishes joined together in a time, whet* . 
die land lay wafte and thinly inhabited ; fince thole cir- 
cumftances are fb prodigiouily changed for the better, 
may properly be leflened, leaving a decent competency 
to the dean, and placing re&ories in the remaining 
churches, which are now ferved only, by ftipendiary cu* 
sites. 

The cafe may be probably the fame in*other parts t 
and fuch a proceeding difcreetly managed would be tru- 
ly for the good of the church. 

For it is to be observed, that the deaa and chapter 
lands, which in England were all feized under the fana- 
tic ufurpation, are things unknown in Ireland, having 
been long ravifhed from the church by a fucceflion of 
confufions, and tythes applied in their Head to fupport 
that ecckfiaftical dignity. 

The late * Archbiihop of Dublin-had a very different 
way of encouraging the clergy of his dioceie to refidence : . 
when a leafe had run out (even years or more, he ltipu- 
lated with the tenant to resign up twenty or thirty acres 
to the minifter of the parifh where it lay convenient, . 
without leffening his former rent ; and with no- great a- 
batement of the fine ; and this he did in the parts near 
Dublin* where land is at' the higheft rates, leaving a 
feiall chiefry for the minifler to pay, hardly a fixth parr 
of the value. I doubt not, that almoft every bifhop in 
the kingdom may do the ftne generoue act with left 
damage to their fees, than his late Grace of Dublin ; 
much of whofe lands were out in fee* farms, or leafes for 
lives ; and I am forry that the good example of fuch a 
prelate hath not been followed. 

But a great majority of the clergy's friends cannot 
hitherto reconcile themfelves to this project ; which they 

call 
• The Right Reverend Dr "Wii*li am Kiko, 
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<Csdl a levelling principle, that mull inevitably root out 
the feeds of all honed emulation, the legal parent of the 

freatefi virtue and mod generous a&ions among men ; 
ut which in the general opinion (for I do not pretend 
to offer my 6wn) will never more have room to exert 
itfelf in the breaft of any clergyman, whom this king- 
dom fhall produce. ' 

But, whether the confequences of thefe bills may, by 
the virtues and frailties of futtfre bifhops fent over hither 
to rule the church, terminate in jjood or evil, I (hall not 
-prefume to determine, fince God can work the former 
out of the latter. However, one thine I can venture 
to aiTert, that from die earlieft ages of Chriflianity to 
the mirrate I am now writing* there never was a prece- 
dent of fuch a proceeding, much lefs was' it to be fear- 
ed, hoped, or apprehended from fuch hands in any 
christian country ; and fo it may pafs for more than a 
phowrix ; becaufe it hath rffen without any affiftance from 
the afhes of its fire. 

The appearance of (b many diflenters at the hearing 
of this caufe, is what, J am told, hath not been charged 
to the account of their prudence or moderation ; be- 
jcaufe that action hath been cenfured as a mark of tri- 
umph and infult before the victory is complete : fince 
neither of thefe bills hath yet pafTed the houfe of Com- 
mons, and fome are pleafed to think it hot impoflible 
that they may be * rejected. Neither do I hear, that 
there is an enacting claufe in either of the bills to apply 
any part of the divided or fubdivided ty thes towards in- 
creasing the ftipends of the fe&aries. So that thefe gen- 
tlemen feem to be gratified like him, who after having 
been kicked down flairs took comfort, when he faw his 
friend kicked down after him. 

I have heard many more objections againft feveral 
particulars of both thefe bills ; out they, are of fo high a 
nature, and carry fuch dreadful innuendoes, that I dare 
not mention them, refblving to give no offence, becaufe 
I well know how obnoxious I have long been (altho' I 
conceive without any fault of my own) to the zeal and 

• principles 

« 

* They were rejected in the houfc of Commons by a, great 
tttjority. Hawief. 
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principles of thofe, who- place all difference in opinion 
concerning public matters to the (core of difafFedlion ; 
whereof I am at leaft as innocent as the loudeit of my 
detractors. 



Dublin, Feb. 24. 
2731-2. 
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A PROPOSAL for an Act of Parlia* 
ment, to pay off the Debt of the na- 
tion, without taxing the fubjed, by 
which the number of landed gentry will 
be confiderably increafed, and ho perfon 
will be the poorer, or contribute one far- 
thing to the charge *, 

[Written in the year 173 2.] 

TH E debts contracted fome years paft for the Ser- 
vice and fafetyof the nation are grown fo great, 
that under our prefent diflrefled condition by the want 
of trade, the great remittances to pay abfentees, regi- 
ments ferving abroad, and many other drains of money 
well enough Known and felt^ the kingdom feems altoge- 
ther unable to difcharge them by the common methods 
of payment : and either a poll or land tax would be to© 
odious to think of, efpecially the latter ; becaufe the lands 
which have been let for thefe ten or dozen years pair, 
were raifed fo high, that the owner can at prefent hardly 
receive any rent at all. For it is the ufual practice of an 
Irifh tenant, rather than want land, to offer more for a 
farm than he knows he can lie ever able to pay ; and in 
that cafe lie grows defperate, and pays nothing at alL 
So that a land-tax upon a racked eftate would be a bur- 
then wholly infupportable. 

'The queftion will then be, how thefe national debts 
can be paid ; and how I can make good the feveral par- 
ticulars of my propofal; which I mall now lay open to 
die public. 

The revenues of their Graces and Lordftiips the Arch- 

bifhops and Bifhops of this kingdom (excluding the fines) 

do amount by a moderate computation to 36,800 /. ptr 

annum, I mean the rents, which the bifliops receive from 

/ their 

* The reader will perceive the followitrg treatife to be altoge- 
ther ironical. 
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their tenants. Butnhe real value of thofe lands at a full 
rent, taking the feveral fees one with another, is reckon- 
ed -to be at leaft three fourths more ; Jo that multiply- 
ing 36,800 /. by 4, the full rent of all the bifhops lands 
will amount to 147,200/. per ann. from which iub trac- 
ing the prefent rent received by their Lordfhips, thar is 
36,300/. the profits of the lands received by the firft and 
fecond tenants, (who both have great bargains) will rife 
to the fum of 1 10,400/. per ann. : which lands, if they 
were to be fold at twenty two years purchafe, would raife 
a fum of 2,428,800 /. referving to the biftiops their pre- 
fent rents, only excluding fines. 

Op this fum I proppfe that out of the one half, which, 
amounts to 1,214,400 /. fo much be applied, as will en- 
tirely difcharge the debts of the nation ; and the remain- 
der be laid up in the treafury to fupply contingencies, as 
well as to difcharge fome of our heavy taxes, until the 
kingdom fhall be in a better condition. 

But, whereas the prefent fet of bifhops would be great 
Jofers by this fcheme for want of their fines; which would 
be hard treatment to fuch religious,, loyal, and deferving 
per (bn ages ; I have therefore fet apart the other half to 
fupply that defedl, which it will more than fufficiently 
do. 

A bifhop's leafe for the full term is reckoned to be 
worth eleven years purchafe ; but if we take the bifhops 
round, I fuppofe there may be four years of each leafe 
elapfed ; and many of the bifhops being well ftricken in 
years, I cannot think their lives round to be worth more 
than feven years purchafe ; fo that the purchafers may* 
very well afford fifteen years purchafe for the reverfion, 
efpecially by one great additional advantage, which I 
fhall foon mention. 

This fum of 2,428,800/. riiuft'likewife be funk very 
confiderably ; beca«fe the lands are to be fold only at 
fifteen years purchafe, and -this lefTens the fum to about 
1 ,656,000 /. of which 1 propofe twelve hundred thou- 
fana pounds to be applied partly for the payment of the 
national debt, and partly as a fund for future exigencies; 
and the remaining 456,000 /. I propofe as a fund for pay- 
ing the prefent fet of bifhops their fines; which it will a- 
' bundantly 
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fenndantly do, and a great part remain -as an addition to 
the public dock. 

Altho' the bifhops round do not in reality receive 
three fines a-piece, which take up 2 1 years, yet I alio* 
it to be fo ; but then I will fuppofe them to take but one 
year's rent in recompence of giving them fo large a term 
of life ; and thus multiplying 36,800 by 3, the product 
will be only 110,400/, fo that above three fourths will 
remain to be applied to public ufe. 

If 1 have made wrong computations, I hope to be ex* 
cufed as a Granger to the kingdom ; which I never favv 
till I was called to an employment, and yet where I in- 
tend to pals the reft of my days ; but I took care to get 
the beft informations 1 could, and from the moft proper 
perfons; however the miftakes I may have been guilty of 
will very little affect the main of my propofal ; altho' 
they mould caufe a difference of one hundred thoufand 
pounds more or lefs. 

These fines are only to be paid to the bifhop during his 
incumbency in the fame fee: if he change it for a better, 
the purchasers of the vacant fee lands are to come imme- 
diately into poflfeflion of the fee he hath left; and both 
the bifhop who is removed, and he who comes into his 
place, are to have no more fines ; for the removed bifhop 
will find his account by a larger revenue ; and the other 
fee Will find candidates enough. For the law maxim will 
here have place, caveat emptor; I mean, the perfons who 
fucceed may chufe whether they will accept or no. 

As to the purchafers, they will probably be tenants to 
the fee, who are already in pofTeffion, and can afford to 
give more than any other bidder. 

I will farther explain myfelf. Ifaperfbn already a 
bifhop be removed into a richer fee, he muft be content 
with the bare revenues without any fines; and fo muft he, 
who comes into a bifhopric vacant by death ; and this will 
bring the rratter fooner to bear ; which, if the crown 
(hall think fit to countenance, will foon change the pre- 
font fet of bifhops j and corifequently encourage purcha- 
fers of their lands. For examples if a primate fhould 
die, and the gradation be wifely made, almoft the whole 
fet of bifhops might be changed in a month, each to his 
great advantage, altho' no fines were to be got ; and 

Vol. III. S „ thereby 
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^hereby fave a great part of that fum, which I have ap- 
propriated towards fupplying the deficiency of fines. 

1 have valued the bifhops lands two years purchafe a- 
bove the ufual computed rate, becaufe thofe lands will 
have a fan£t,ion from the King and council in England, 
andj>e confirmed by an ad of Parliament here : befides, 
it is well known, that higher prices are given every day 
for worfe lands, at the remoteft diftances, and at rack-rents, 
which I take to be ocean* oned by want of trade : when 
there are few borrowers, and the little money in private 
hands lying dead, there is no other way to difpofe of it, 
but in buying of land ; which confequently makes the 
owners hold it fo high. 

Besides paying the nation's debts, the {ale of thele 
lands would have many other good effects upon the na- 
tion. It will coniiderably increafe the number of gentry, 
where the bifhop's tenants are not able or willing to pur* 
chafe ; for the lands will afford an- hundred gentlemen a 
good revenue to each : feveral perfons from England will 
probably be glad to come over hither, and be the buyers, 
rather than give thirty years purchafe at home under the 
loads of taxes for the public and the poor, as well as re- 
pairs : by which means much money may be brought a- 
mong us ; and probably fome of the purchafers them- 
felves may be content to live cheap in a worfe country, 
rather than be at the charge of exchange and agencies ; 
and perhaps of non-fol verities in abfence, if they let their 
lands too high. 

This propofal will alfo multiply farmers, when the 
purchafers will have lands in their own power to give 
long and eafy leafes to induftrious hufbandmen. 

1 have allowed fome biihoprics, of equal -income, to be 
of more or lefs value to the purchafer, according as they 
are circumftanced. For inftance, the lands of the pri- 
macy and iome other fees are let fo low, that they hardly 
pay a fifth penny of the real value to the bifhop, and 
there the fines are the .greater. On the contrary, the 
fees of Meath and Clonfeit confining, as I am told, much 
of tythes, thofe tythes are annually let to the tenants 
without any fines. So the fee of Dublin is faid to have 
many fee-farms, which pay no lines ; and fome leafes 

for 



•* F 



the NATIONAL DEBTS. 207 

for lives, which pay very little, and not fo foon nor fo 
duly. 

1 cannot but be confident, that their Graces my Lords 
the Archbifhops, and my Lords the Bifhops, will heartily 
join in this propofal out of gratitude to his late and-pre- 
fent Majefty, the beft of kings, who have beftowed oir 
them fuch high and opulent ftations ; as well as in pity to 
this country which is now become their own ; whereby 
th$y will be instrumental towards paying the nation's- 
debts without impoverifhihg themfelves ; enrich an hun- 
dred gentlemen as well as free them from dependency ; 
and thus remove that envy, which is apt to fall upon their 
graces and lordfhips from confiderable perfons, whofe 
birth and fortunes rather qualify them to be lords of 
manors, than fervile dependents upon churchmen how* 
ever dignified or diftinguifhed. 

. If I do not flatter myfelf, there could not be any law 
more popular than this. . For the immediate tenants to 
bifhops, being fome of them perfons of quality and good 
eftates, and more of them grown up to be gentlemen; by 
the profits of thefe very leafes under a fucceffion of bi- 
fhops, think it a difgrace to be fubjett both to rents and 
fines at the pleafure of their landlords. Then, the bulk 
of the tenants, efpecially the DifTenters, who are our true 
loyal Proteftant brethren, look upon it both as an unna- 
tural and iniquitous thing, that bifhops fhould be owners 
of land at all, (wherein I beg to differ from them) being 
a point (b contrary to the pra&ice of the apofties, whofe 
fucceflbrs they are deemed to be ; and who, altho' they 
were contented that land fhould be fold for the common 
life of the brethren, yet would not buy it themfelves ; 
but had it laid at their feet to be diftributed to poor 
grofelytes. 

I. will add one word more ; that by fuch a wholfome 
law all the oppreffions felt by under-tenants of church- 
leafes, which are now laid on the bifhops, would entire- 
ly be prevented^by their graces and lordfhips confenting 
to have their lands fold for payment of the nation's debts;-, 
referving only the prefent rent for theirown plentiful and. 
honourable fupport. 

I beg leave to add one particular ; that, when heads 
of a bill (as I find the ftyle runs in. this- kingdom) fhall. 

S z: Le 
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be brought in for forming this propofal into a law, I 
fhould humbly pffer, that there might" be a power given* 
to every bifhop, except thofe who refide in .Dublin, for 
applying one hundred acres of profitable land, that lie* 
neareit his palace, as a demefne for the convenience of 
his family. 

I know very well, that this fcheme hath been much 
talked of for fome time paft, and is in the thoughts of 
many patriots ; neither was it properly mine, altho-' I fell 
readily into it, when it was firft communicated to me. 

Alt ho 1 I am almoft a perfect (hanger in this king- 
dom ; yet fince I have accepted an employment here oC 
fome confequence as well as profit, I cannot but think 
myfelf in duty bound to confult the intereft of people, a* 
jnong whom I have been (b well received. And if I out 
be any way inftrumental towards contributing to reduce* 
this excellent propo&l into a law, (which being not in 
the leaft injurious to England will, I am confident, meet 
with no opposition from that fide) my iincere endeavours 
to ferve this church and kingdom will be well rewardedL 
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Air EXAMINATION: of eertaim 
Abuses, Corruptions, and EnokMi?- 
ties> ia the cicy o£. Duao^XN, -' 

[Written ia the year 1 75*J.. 



NO T H I N G is held irorexcromen^ble in all grefrt t 
cities,, especially the metropolis of a kingdom* than a 
what the French, call the policti.. by whjcb wor$ JfilneAttt- 
the government thereof, . to prevent the many difoijdeip * 
occafioned by great numbers of people and carriages, e- 
{jpeciaHy through narrow ftreets. t In this government oojr * 
famous city of Dublin is £ud to be very defective, and? 
univexiaily complained, of. Many ^holefome laws have - 
been enacted to corre&thofe abufes, but. are '.ill e^ecu^ 
Cedj and many, more are wanting ^ which LJfcope-the uni- 
ted wifdom of the nation .(whereof ,fo, many good eife^s 
have already. appeared this, ^fcifion) ,will fooa .take into* 
their profound confideratjon, % 

As I have been always watchful over the good of mine- 
own country, and particularly for that x>f our renowned? 
city, where (abfit iwuidia) I had the honour f to drawv* 
my firlt breath ; I cannot have ajnin i ute.\eafe or patience 
to forbear enumerating (brae of- the greajeft .enormities,, , 
abufes, and corruptions fpread almoil .through every pait: 
of Dublin ; and propofkig fuch remedies* . as 1 hope, the 
legifiature will approve of. 

THE r narrow compafs, to which I have confined myfelf 
in this paper, will allow me only to touch the moil im- 
portant defects ; and fuch as 1 think feern. to require the- 
.moil {peedy redrefs.. 

And firil 5 perhaps there was never known a wife* in- 
stitution, than that of allowing certain perfons of born 
{exes in large and populous cities to cry through the 
flreets many necefTaries of life : .it would be endlefs to re- 
count: the conveniencies, which our city enjoys by this 
nfeful invention; and particularly Grangers forced hither 
k ^ ' - S 3 ty 
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by bufinefs, who refide here but a fhort time : for thefe, 
having ufually but little money, and being wholly igno- 
rant of the town, might at an eafy price purchafe a tole* 
rable dinner, if. the feveral criers would pronounce the 
names of the goods they have to fell in any tolerable lan- 
guage. And therefore, until our law-makers fhall think 
it proper to interpofe-fo far as to make thofe traders pro- 
nounce their words in fuch terms, that a plain chriftian 
hearer may comprehend what is cried, I would advife all 
new comers to look out at their garret windows, and 
there fee whether the thing that is cried . be tripes, or 
flummery, butter- milk, or cow-heels. For as things are 
now managed, * how is ft poffible for an honeft country- 
man juft arrived to find out what is meant, for inftance, 
by the following words, with which his ears are con- 
ftantly {tunned twice a day, muggs y juggs, and porrin- 
gers, up fa the garret, and down in the cellar ; I (ay, 
how is it poffible for any ftranger to understand, that this 
jargon is meant as an invitation to buy a farthing's worth 
of milk for his brcakfaft or rapper, unlefs his curiofity 
draws him* to the window, or until his landlady fliaH 
inform him I I produce this only as- one inftance among 
a hundred much worfe, I mean where the words make a 
found wholly inarticulate, which give fo much difturbance, 
and 4b little information. 

The affirmation folemnly made in the cry of herrings 
is dire&ly agamft all truth and probability ; herrings a- 
li<ve % alive here 5 the very proverb will convince us of 
this ; for what is more frequent in ordinary fpeech, than 
to fay of fome neighbour for whom the parang-bell rings, 
that be is dead as a herring. And pray how is it poffi- 
ble, that a herring, which, as philosophers obferve, can- 
not live longer than one minute three feconds and a half 
out of water, fhouM bear a voyage in open boats from 
Howth to Dublin; be toflfed into twenty hands, and pre- 
serve its life in fieves for feveral hours ? nay, we hare 
witnefles ready to produce, that many thoufends ofthefe 
herrings, fo impudently aflerted to be alive,, hare been 
a day and a night u£on dry land. But this is not the worft. 
What can we think of thpfe impious wretches, who dare 
in the face of the fun vouch the Very feme affirmative of 
their falmon, and x.\y r falmon akwc&lpoe i whereas, » 

you 
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you call the woman who cries it, ihe is not afhamed to 
turn back her mantle, and (hew you this individual fal* 
mon cut into a. dozen pieces* 1 have ghreagood advice 
to thefeinfamous difgracexs of their fex and calling, with* 
out the lead appearance of remorfe, and fully againft the 
conari&ion of their own consciences r 1 have mentioned 
this grievance to feverahof our parifti miniftef s ; but aQ 
in vain : fo that it mufi: continue, until the government* 
ihall think fit to mterpofe; 

There is another cry, which from the ffrifteft obfer* 
ration I can make,, appears to be very modem* and it it 
that of * fweet hearts $ and it; is plainly intended for a ret. 
.flexioa.upoa the female fex.; as if there weie atprefent 
fa- great a. dearth of lovers,, that the women inftead of 
receiving presents- from men, were now forced to offer 
money to purchafe Jhveet heart j. . Nekher. am. I furev 
that this cry doth not glance at fome di&ffeftion againft 
the government ; infiaoaring,- that while f© many of our 
troops are- engaged infbreign fervke, and fuch a great 
Bumber.of our^gailant officersconftantlyrefide in England* 
the ladies are forced to take op with parfons < and attor* 
nies : hot this is a moft unjuft xeik&ion, as may fbon be 
proved by any pesfen who frequents- the cattle* our pub- 
fie walks, our balls and aflemblies ; where the crouds 
off toupees were never known to fwarni as they do at 
prefent. 

There is. a cry peculiars this city,' * which I do not 
remember to have been ufed in London ; or at lead, not 
in the feme terms thatit*hafth been praltifed by both par* 
ties during each of their- power, butrvery unjoftly by 
the Tories. While thefe were at the helm, they grew 
daily more and more impatient to put all true Whigs and 
Hanoverians out of employments : to effect which* they 
hired certain ordinary fellows with large bafkets on their 
•ihoulders to call aloud at every: houfe, dirt to carry out; 
giving that denomination to our whole party ; as if they 
; would fignify, that the kingdom could never be cleanfed, 
.until we were fwept from the earth like rubbifh. But 

fince 



* A fort of fugar cakes in the fhape of hearts. 
s f A new name for a modern periwig with a long black tai^ 
fend for its owner; now in fafhion, Dec. x. 1713* 
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face that happy turn of una, when we were lb rnar*» 
culoufly preferred by juft an inch from popery, Ik very,. 
maflacre, and the Pretender, I muft own. it is prudence 
in us ftill to go on with the fane cry ; which hath ever 
since been fi> effectually* obierved, that the true political 
dirt is whoHy removed, and thrown on its proper, dungf— 
lulls, there to corrupt and be no more heard o£ 
\ Birr to proceed to- other enormities: every peHbn who- 
walks the ftreets, muft needs observe an immenfe num- 
ber of human excrements at the- doors and fteps of walte- 
houfcs, and at the fides, of every dead. wall; for which 
the difafecled party hath affigned aarery falie and malici- 
ous caufe : .they would have.it, that thefe heaps were laid 
there privately by Britain ^fundaments- to make, the world, 
believe, that our Iriflt vulgar. do daily eat and dshvk ; and 
jeonfequently that the. clamour of poverty among us muft 
be falfe, proceeding only from Jacobites and Paptfts. 
They would confirm this? by portending to obferve, that* 
a Britifh turns being more narrowly perforated^ than onto 
of our 6vm country, and many of thsfeewepements up- 
on a ftri& view, appeartngicopple-crowned with a point 
like a cone of pyramid* are eafily difimgurfifedfrom thfe 
Hibernian, which lie much latter and with lefs cominni^ 
ty. I communicated this conjecture to an eminent phyfr- 
eian, who is welLverfed in fuEh. profound fpecul&tions ; 
and at my requeft was pleafed to make trial with each 
of his >fingers, by mruftmgthem into die anus- of ieveral 
perfons of both nations, and profeifed he could find no 
inch difference between them as thofe ill-difpofed peopte 
alledge. On the contrary, he afiured me, that much thfe 
greater number of narrow cavities were of Hibernian ori- 
gin. This I only mention, to (hew how ready the Jaco- 
bites are to lay hold of any handle to exprefe their malice 
againfl the government. 1 had almofi forgot to add, that 
my friend the phyfician could by imeUing each finger 
diitrnguHh the Hibernian excrement from the Britifh, and 
was not above twice raiftaken in an hundred experiments ; 
upon which be intends very Coon to pnblifh a learned 
di flirtation. 

There is a diverfion in this city, which ufually begins 
among the butchers; but is often continued by afuccefli- 
on of other* people through many ftreets ; it is called the 

COSSINQ 
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COSSING of a dog : and I may jufBy number it among 
our corruptions. The ceremony is thus : a Grange dog 
happens to pais through a fleih-market ;. whereupon an 
expert butcher immediately cries in a loud voice and the 
proper tone, cefs, cofs, feveral times. The fame word 
is repeated by the people. • The dog, wty> perfectly un- 
derftands the terms of art, and consequently the danger 
he is in, immediately* flies. The people* and even hit 
own brother animals purfue : die purfbit and cry attend 
him perhaps, half a mile ; he is well worried in his flight, 
x and lometimes hardly efcapes. This our ilt-wilhers of 
the Jacobite kind are pleated to call a porfecution ; and 
affirm, that if always fclls upon "dogs of theTory principle* 
But we can well defend ourfelvea by* j uttUv^allej%bg, than, 
when they were uppermoiti they treated our xtags . full a» 
inhumanely. As to my own part, who have in former 
times often attended thefe procei&ms, altho' I can ▼€*» 
ry well d&inguilh between a whig and tory dog, yet I 
never earned my refentment very far from a party prin> 
ciple, except, it were agamft certain malicious. dogs, whe* 
mofl diicovered their enmity againft ua Jar the wvft of 
Urns*. And I remember too -well, that m the. wicked 
miniflry of the Earl of Oxford a large mafliif of our pan 
ty, being unmercifully coned, ran without thinking be- 
tween my legs, as I was coming up FHhamble-ftreet; 
and, as I am of low ftature with very fhoct legs, bore 
me riding backwards down die hill for above two hundred 
yards : and aliho' I made nfe of his. tail for a bridle, 
molding it faft with, both my hands, amd clung my legs ate 
clofc to his. fides as I could .; yet we both came' down to** 
getber into the middle of the kennel ; where after tows, 
frng three or four times over each other, I gat up with 
much ado amidft the fhouts and huzza's of a thoofand 
malicious Jacobites. I cannot indeed but gratefoUy *t> 
knowledge, that for this and for many other fervices and 
fafferingsf, I have been fince more than over r paid. 

This adventure may perhaps have put me out of low* 
with the diverfion of cafi&g, which I confefir myself an e*> 

nemy 

• A cant word ufed by Whigs for the four feft years of 
Queen Anne's reign, during tbe Earl of Oxford's miniftry. 
f See the apology for the Tale of a Tub* vol. x*. 
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Demy to, unlefe we could always- be fare of diftinguiftuhg 
Tory dogs ; whereof great numbers* have fince been- for 
prudent, as entirely to change their principles, arid are 
now juftly efteemed the beft worriers of their former 
friends. 

I am afTured, and partly know, that all the chimney* 
fweepefs boys, where members of parliament chiefly 
lodge, are hired by our enemies to fculk in the tops of 
chimnies with their heads no higher than will juft per- 
mit them to look round ; and at the ufual hours when- 
members are going to the houfe, if they fee a coach ftan<£ 
near the lodging of any loyal member, they call coacb^ 
coach, as Load as they can bawl, juft at the inftant whei* 
the footman begins to give the fame call. And this is 
chiefly done on tnofe days, when any point of importance 
is to be debated. This, practice may be of very danger- 
ous confequence ; for thefe boys are all hired by enemies 
to the government r and thus by the abfence of a few 
members for a few minutes a qneftion may be carried a* 
•gainft the true intereft of the kingdom, and very proba- 
*&y not without an eye towards the Pretender. 

I have not obierved the wit and fancy of this town fo 
much employed in any one article, as that of contriving 
variety of figns to hang over houfes, where punch is to be 
fold. The bowl is reprefented full of punch, the ladle 
ftands erect in the middle, fupported fometimes by one 
and fometimes by two animals, whofe feet reft upon the 
edge of die bowl. Thefe animals are fometimes one 
k Mack lion , and fometimes a couple ; fometimes afingle 
*agU> and fometimes Vfpread one ; and* we often meet 
sl cronv, a faoan, zlear, or a cock, in* the fame pofture. 

Now, I cannot find how any of thefe animals either fe~ 
parate orin conjunction are, properly fpeaking, fit em- 
blems or embelliftimeitts to advance the fale of punch; 
Bcfides it is agreed among naturalifts, that no brute can 
endure the tafte of ftrong liquor^ except- where he had* 
been ufed to it from his infancy ; and confequentfy it is 
againft all the rules of hieroglyph to affign thofe animals 
as patrons or protectors of punch. For in that cafe we 
ought to fuppofe, that the hoft keeps always ready the 
seal 'bird or Dealt, whereof tHe picture hangs over his 
door, to entertain, his gueils ; which. however to my 

koQw- 
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knowledge is not true in faft ; not one of thofe birds be- 
ing a proper companion for a chriflian, as to aiding and 
aifiiiing in making the punch. For as they are drawn up- 
on the iign, they are much more likely to mute, or ihed 
their feathers into the liquor. Then as to the bear, he is 
too terrible, aufcward, and Slovenly a companion to con- 
yerfe with ; neither are any of them all handy enough to 
fill liquor to the company : I do therefore vehemently 
fufpe& a plot intended againft the government by thefe 
devices. For altho' the fpread-eag/e be the arms of Ger- 
many, upon which account h may poffibly be a lawful 
Rroteftant iign, yet I, who am very fufpicious of fair out- 
fides in a matter, which fo nearly concerns our welfare* 
cannot but call to mind, that the Pretender's wife is faid 
to be of German birth : and that many Popifh princes ia 
i© vail an extent of land are reported to excel both at 
making and drinking punch : befides it is plain, that the. 
spread-eagle exhibites to us* the perfect figure of a crofs ; 
which is a badge of Popery. Then as to the cock, he is 
well known to reprefent the French nation, our old and 
dangerous enemy. The /<u-an, who mull of neceffity 
cover the entire howl with his wings, can be no other 
than the Spaniard, who endeavours to engrofs -all the 
treafures of the Indies to himfelf. The Hon is indeed the 
common emblem of royal power, as well as the arms of 
England ; but to paint him black is perfect Jacobitifm? 
and a manifell type of thofe who blacken the actions of 
the bell princes. It is not eafy to diftinguifh, whether 
that other fowl painted over the punch-bowl be a crmv 
or a raven. It is true, they have both been ominous 
birds : but I rather take it to be the former ; becaufe.it is 
the difpoiition of a crow, to pick out the eyes of other 
creatures ; and often even of chriflians, afcer they are. 
dead ; and is therefore drawn here with a deiign to put. 
the Jacobites in mind of their old practice, firft to lull us 
aflcep (which is an emblem of death) and then tp blind 
our eyes, that we may not fee their dangerous practices 
again ft the Hate. 

To fpeak my" private opinion ; the leaft offensive pi&ure 
in the whole fett feems to. be the bear ; becaufe he re- 
prefents urja major, or the great bear, who prefides o- 
ver the north, where the Reformation firft began ; and 

which, 
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which, next to Britain (including Scotland and the north 
of Ireland) is the great prote&or of the true Protectant 
religion. Bat however in thofe figns, where I obferve 
the bear to be chained, I cannot help furmifing a Jacobite 
contrivance ; by which thefe tray tors hint an earneft de> 
fire of ufing all true Whigs, as their prefkcefibrs did the 
primitive chriftians : 1 mean, to represent us as bears, and 
then halloo their Tory-dogs to bait us to death. 

Thus 1 have given a fair account of what I diflike in 
all the figns fet over thofe hoafes, that invite us to punch. 
I own it was a matter, that did not need explaining, be- 
ing fo very obvious to common underftanding ; yet I 
know not how it happens, but methinks there feems a fa- 
tal blindnefs to overjfpread our corporeal eyes, as well as 
our intellectual ; and I heartily wifh, I may be found a 
falfe prophet. For thefe are not bare fufpicions, but ma* 
nifeft demonftrations. 

Therefore, away with thefe Popifh Jacobites, and i- 
dolatrous gew-gaws. And I heartily wifh a law were en- 
ailed under fevere penalties againlt drinking punch at all : 
for nothing is eafier, than to prove it a difaffected liquor : 
the chief ingredients, which are brandy, oranges and le- 
sions, are all fent us from Popifh countries ; and nothing 
remains of Proteftant growth, but fugar and water. For 
as to bifcuit, which formerly was held a necenary ingre- 
dient, and is truly Britifh, we find it is entirely rejected. 
. But I will pot the truth of my aflertion paft all doubt : 
I mean, that this liquor is by one important innovation 
grown of ill example, and dangerous confequence to the 
public. It is well known, that by the true original infti- 
tution of making punch left us by captain RatclifF the 
fharpnefs is only occafioned by the juice of lemons ; and 
fo continued until after the happy Revolution. Oranges, 
alas ! are a mere innovation, and in a manner but of ye- 
iterday. Tt was the politics of Jacobites to introduce them 
gradually ; and to what intent ? the thing fpeaks itfelf. 
It was cunningly to fhew their virulence agairift his facred 
Majefty King William of ever glorious and immortal me- 
mory. But of late (to fhew Bow fail difloyalty increa- 
feth) they came from one to two, and then to three o- 
ranges ; nay at prefent we often find punch made all with 
oranges, and not one fmgle lemon. For the Jacobites be- 
fore 
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fore the death of that Jmmortal Prince had by a fuperfti- 
tion formed a private prayer, that as they fqueezed the 
orange, fo might that Proteftant King be fqueezed to 
death ; accordingxto the known forcery defcribed by Vir- 
gil. 

Linus ut hie durefcit, it baec ut cera liquefcit^ Sec. And, 
thus the Romans, when they facrificed an ox, ufed this kind 
of prayer ; '• As I knock down this ox, fo mayeft thou, 
" O Jupiter ! knock down our enemies." In like man- 
ner after King William's death, whenever a Jacobite 
fqueezed an orange, he had a mental curfe upon the glo- 
rious memory, and a hearty wilh for power to fqueeze all 
his Majefty's friends to death, as he fqueezed that orange, 
which bore one of his titles, as he was Prince of Orange. 
This I do affirm for truth, many of that faction having 
confeiTed it to me under an oath of fecrecy, which how- 
ever I thought it my duty not to keep, when I faw my 
dear country in danger. But what better can be expect- 
ed from an impious fet of men, who never fcruple to 
drink " Confufion to all true Proteflants" under the 
name of Whig ? A moft unchriftian and inhuman pra- 
ctice ; which to our great honour and comfort was never 
charged upon us, even by our moft malicious detractors. 
fr The fign of two angels hovering in the air, and with 
ig* their right hands fupporting a crown, is met with in fe- 
lei veral parts of this city ; and hath often given me great 
offence : for, whether by the^unfkilfulneis or dangerous 
principles of the painters (altho* I have good reafons to 
fufpect the latter) thofe angels are ufually drawn with 
fifr fuch horrid, or indeed rather diabolical countenances, 
that they give great offence to every loyal eye, and equal 
caufe of triumph to the Jacobite, being a moft infamous 
reflection upon our able and excellent miniftry. 

I now return to that great enormity of city cries ; moft 
ifO of which we have borrowed from London. I fhall con- 
W fider them only in a political view, as they nearly affect 
d the peace and fafety of both kingdoms ; and having been 
r.i- originally contrived by wicked Machiavels to bring in 
fr Popery, flavery, and arbitrary power by defeating the 
0' Proteftant fucceffion, and introducing the Pretender, 
\b ought in juftice to be here laid open to the world. 
*' About two or three months after the happy Revolution 
tf VOL.IU, t all 
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all perfons, who poflefTed any employment or office, in 
jchurch or ftate, were obliged by an aft of parliament to 
take the oaths to King William and Queen Mary : and a 
ereat number of difafre&ed perfons refufing to take the 
laid oaths from a pretended fcruple of confcience, but 
really from a fpirit of Popery and rebellion, they con- 
trived a plot to make the fwearing to thofe princes odious 
in the eyes of the people. To this end, they hired cer- 
tain women of ill fame, but loud fhrill voices, under pre- 
tence of felling fifh, to go through the ftreets with Jieves 
on their heads, and cry, Buy my foul t buy my foul ; plainly 
infinuating, that all thofe, who fwore to King William, 
were juft ready to fell their fouls for an employment. 
This cry was revived at the death of Queen Anne, and* 
1 hear, dill continues in London, with much offence to 
all true Proteftants ; but to our great happinefs feems to 
be almoft dropt in Dublin. 

But becaufe I altogether contemn the difpleafure and 
xefentment of high flyers, Tories, and Jacobites, whom I 
look upon to be worfe even than profeffed Papifts, I do 
here declare, that thofe evils which I am going to menti- 
on were all brought in upon us in the word of times un- 
der the late Earl of Oxford's adminiftration, during the 
four laft years of Queen Anne's reign. " That wicked 
" minifter was univerfally known to be a Papift in his 
" heart *. He was of a mod avaritious nature, and is faid 
" to have died worth four millions fieri, beildes his vail 
" expence in building, ltatues, plate, jewels, and other 
" coftly rarities. He was of a mean obfcure birth, from 
•' the very dregs of the people ; and fo illiterate, that he 
" could hardly read a paper at the council table. I for- 
" bear to touch on his open, profane, profligate life ; be* 
c caufe I defire not to rake into the afhes.of the dead : 
" and therefore I fhall obferve this wife maxim ; de mor~ 
•* tuh nil nifi 6bnum." 

This flagitious man, in order to compafs his black de- 
signs, employed certain wicked inftruments (which great 
(ratefmen are never without) to adapt feveral London 
cries in fuch a manner as would bell anfwer his ends. 

And, 

* The author's meaning is juft contrary to the literal icnft in 
the character of Lord Oxford. Hawief. 
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And, wfoereas it was upon good grounds gnevoufly fur* 
pe&ed, that all places at court were fold to the higheffe 
Bidder ; certain women were employed by his emiifaries 
to carry fifh in bafkets on their heads, and bawl thro* 
the ftreets, buy myfre/b places. I mufi: indeed own that 
other women ufed the fame cry, who- were innocent of 
riiis wicked defign, and really fold fiftr of that denomina- 
tion to get an honeft livelihood ; but the reft, who were? 
m the Secret, altjio* they carried ftm in their fxeves or 
bafkets to fave appearances, yet they had likewife a cer- 
tain fign, fomewhat refembling that of the free-mafons, 
which the purchafers of places knew well enough, and 
were directed by the women, whither they were to refort 
and make their purchafe. And, I remember very well 
how oddly h looked, when we obferved many gentlemen* 
finely drefled about the court- end of the town, and as 
far as York-buildings, where the Lord Treafurer Oxford* 
dwelt, calling- the woman who- cried- buy my frejh places*. 
and talking to them in the corner of a fireet, until they 
underftood each other's fign. But we never could ob* 
ferve, that any fifh was bought. 

Some years before the cries laft mentioned, the Duke 
ef Savoy was reported to have made certain overtures to* 
the court of England for admitting his eld eft fon by the 
Dutchefs of Orleans's daughter to fucceed to the crown, 
as next heir, upon the Pretender's being rejected ; and' 
that fon was immediately to turn Proteftant. It was con- 
fidently reported, that great numbers of people difaffecled 
to the then illuftrious, but now royal, houfe of Hanover 
were in thofe meafures. Whereupon another fet of wo- 
men were hired by the Jacobite leaders to cry thro* the 
whole town, buy my Savoys^ dainty Savoys; curicus Sa* 
voys. But T cannot directly charge the late Earl of Ox- 
ford with this confpiracy, becaufe he was not then chief 
minifter. However, this wicked cry ftftl continues in* 
London, and was brought over hither, where it remains* 
to this day ; and is in my humble opinion a very offenfive 
found to every true Proteftant, who is old enough to re- 
member thofe dangerous times. 

During the miniftry of that corrupt and Jacobite EarF 
above mentioned, the fecret pernicious defign of thofe in 
power was to fell Flanders to France : theconfequence of 

T z> which 
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which muft have been the infallible ruin of the States-ge- 
neral, and would have opened the way for France to ob- 
tain that univerfal monarchy, they have fo long aimed 
at ; to which the Britifh dominions mull next after Hol- 
land have been compelled to fubmit, whereby the Pro- 
tectant religion would be rooted out of the world. 

A defign of this vail importance, after long confutation 
among the Jacobite grandees with the Earl of Oxford at 
their head, was at laft determined to be carried on by the 
fame method with the former : it was therefore again put 
in practice; but the conduct of it was chiefly left to cno- 
fen men, whofe voices were louder and ftronger than 
thofe of the other fex : and upon this occafion was firft 
inftituted in London that famous cry of floundbrs. 
But the criers were particularly directed to pronounce the 
word flaunders, and not founders. For the country which 
We now by corruption call Flanders, is in its true ortho- 
graphy fpelt Flaunders, as may be obvious to all who 
read old Englifh books. I fay, from hence begun that 
thundering cry, which hath ever fince ftunned the ears 
of all London, made fo many children fall into fits, and 
women mifcarry ; come buy myfrejb flaunders, curious foun- 
ders, charming flaunders, alive, alive, ho\ which laft 
words can with no propriety of fpeech be applied to fifh 
manifeftly dead (as I obferved before in herrings and 
falmon), but very juftly to ten provinces containing ma- 
ny millions of living chriftians. But the application is 
itill clofer, when we confider that all the people were to 
be taken like nines in a net j and by affiftance of the 
Pope, who (ets up to be the univerfal fijber of men, the 
-whole innocent nation was, according to our common 
cxpreffion, to be laid as fat as a flounder. 

I remember, myfelf, a particular crier of flounders in 
London* who arrived at fo much fame for the loudnefs of 
his voice, as to have the honour of being mentioned up- 
on that account in a comedy. He hath difturbed me ma- 
ny a morning, before he came within fifty doors of my 
lodging : and altho' I were not in thofe days fo fully ap- 
prized of the defigns, which our common enemy had 
then in agitation, yet, I know not how, by a fecret im- 
pulfe, young as I was, I could not forbear conceiving a 
ft/ong dulike againft the fellow ; and often faid to myfelf, 

Ttis 
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This cry fiems to be forged in the Jefuitts fchool: alas, poor 
England / I am grie e vouJly miftaken y if there be not jome 
Popifi? plot at the bottom. I communicated my thoughts 
to an intimate friend, who reproached me with being 
too vjfionary in my (peculations : but it proved after- 
wards, chat I conjectured right. And I have fince re* 
Heeled, that if the wicked faclion could have procured 
only a thoufand men of as (bong lungs as the fellow I 
mentioned, none can tell how terrible the confluences 
might have been, not only to thefe two kingdoms,, but 
overall Europe, by felling Flanders to France. And 
yet thefe cries continue unpuniihed both in London and 
Dublin ; altho', I confefs, not with. equal vchemency or 
loudnefs ; becaufe the reafon for contriving this defperate 
plot is to our great felicity wholly ceafed. 

It is well known, that the majority of the Britifh houfe 
of Commons in the lail years of Queen Anne's reign wer? 
in their hearts dire&ly oppofite to the Earl of Oxford's 
pernicious meafures; which put him under the neceffity 
of bribing them with falaries. Whereupon he had again 
recotuie to his old politics. And accordingly his emif- 
faries were very buly in employing certain artful women, 
pf no good life and converfation (as it was proved before 
juitice * Peyton) to cry that vegetable commonly called 
-fellery thro* the town. Thefe women differ from the, 
common criers of that herb by fome private mark, which 
I could never learn; but the- matter was notorious e- 
aough, and fufficiently talked of ; and about the (amq 
period was the cry offellery brought over into this king* 
dom. But fince there is not at this prefent the leafl oc T 
cafion to ffffpeft the loyalty of our criers upon that arti- 
cle, J am content that it may foil, be tolerated. 

I (hall mention but one cry more, which hath any re- 
ference to politics ; but is indeed of all others the mod 
infolent, as well as treasonable, under our prefent happy 
eftablifhment, I mean that of turnups, not of turnips, ac- 
cording to the beft orthography, but abfolutely turnups. 
Altho' the cry be of an older date than fome or the pre- 
ceding enormities, for it began foon after the Revolu- 
tion ; yet was it never known to arrive at fo great a 

T 3 height 

f A famous whig juflice in thole times. 
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height, as during the Earl of Oxford's power. Some 
people (whom I take to be private enemies) are indeed 
as ready as myfelf to profefs their difapprobation of this 
cry on pretence, that it began by the contrivance of cer- 
tain old procurefies, who kept houfesof ill fame, where 
lewd women met to draw young men into vice. And 
this they pretend to prove by fome words in the cry ; 
becaufe, after the crier had bawled out, turnups ■, bo y buy 
my dainty turnups, he would fometimes add the two fol- 
lowing verfes, 

Turn up the miflrefs* and turn up the moid. 
And turn up the daughter t and be not afraid. 

This, fay fome political fophiits, plainly (hews, that 
there can be nothing farther meant in fo infamous a cry, 
than an invitation to lewdnefs ; which indeed ought to be 
feverely punifhed in all well-regulated governments ; yet 
cannot be fairly interpreted as a crime of ftate. But, I 
hope, we are not fo weak and blind to be deluded at this 
time of day with fuch poor evasions. I could, if it were 
proper, demonftrate theyery time when thofe two verfes 
were composed, and name the author, who was no other 
than the famous Mr Swan fo well known for his talent at 
quibbling, and was as virulent a Jacobite as any in En* 
gland. Neither could he deny the fa&, when he was tax- 
ed for it in my prefence by Sir Henry Dutton-Colt, and 
Colonel Davenport, at the Smyrna coffee-houfe, on the 
loth of June 1701. 'JThus it appears to a demonft ration, 
that thofe verfes were only a blind to conceal the moft 
dangerous defigfas of the party ; who from the firft years 
after the happy Revolution ufed a cant-way of talking 
in their clubs, after this' manner : we hope_ to fee the cards 
fluffed onte more, and another King TUltN UP trumph : 
and, when Jhall woe meet over a dijb of turnups ? The 
fame term of art was ufed in their plots againfl the go- 
vernment, and in their treafonable letters written in cy- 
phers, and decyphered by the famous Dr Willes, as you 
may read in the trials of thofe times. This I thought fit 
to fet forth at large, and in fo clear a light ; becaufe' the 
Scotch.and French authors have given a very different 
account of the word turnup i but whether out of igno- 
rance 
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ranee or partiality I {hall not decree ;. becauie I anf fure 
the reader is convinced by my difcovery. It is to be ob- 
served, that this cry was fufag in a particular manner by 
fellows in difguife to give notice where thofe traitors 
were to meet in order to concert their villaihoas defigns. 
I have no more to add upon this article, than an hum- 
ble propofal, that thofe who cry this root at present in 
our fireets of Dublin may be compelled by the juflices of 
the peace to pronounce turnip y and not turnup ; for, 1 am 
afraid, we have ftilL too many (hakes in our bofom, and 
it would be well if their cellars were fometimes fearched, 
when the owners leaft expett it ; for I am not out of 
fear, that latet anguis in berba. 

Thus, we are zealous in matters of finall moment, 
-while we negleft thofe of the higheft importance. 1 have 
already made it manifeft, that aU thefe cries were con- 
trived in the woril of times, under the miniitry of that 
defperate ftatefman Robert late Earl of Oxford; and for 
that very reafon ought to be rejected with horror, as be- 
gun in the reign ofjacobites, and may well be number- 
ed among the rags of Popery and treafon ; or, if it be 
thought propejc that thefe cries muft continue, furely 
they ought to be only trufted in the hands of true Pror 
teilants, who have given fecurity. to the government* 
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A LETTER from a member of the houfe of 
Commons in Ireland, to a member of the 
houfe of Commons in England, concern- 
ing the Sacjlamental Test. 

{Written in the year 1708. •] 



SIR, 

I Received yoor letter, wherein you tell me of the 
ftrange reprefentations made of us on your fide of the 
Water. The inftance you are pleafed to mention is that 
of the Prefby terian miilionary, who, according to your 

phiafe, 

• In the id volume of Dr Swift's and Mr Pope's Miscellanies, 
I found the following treatife, which had been printed in London, 
with fome other of the Dean's works, many years before, but at 
6r(k came out by itfelf is the year 1 708, as the date (hews : and 
it was at a juncture, when the Diflenters were endeavouring to 
repeal the facramental teft, as, by common fame, and fome pam- 
phlets published to the fame purpofe, they feem to be now a- 
gain attempting, with great hope of ftccefc. I have therefore 
taken the liberty to make an extract out of that difcourfe, omitting 
only fome paflages, which relate to certain perfons, and are of no 
conference to the argument. Bat the author's way of reaibning 
fcems at prefent to have more weight, than it had in thole times, 

vrhen the difcourfe firft appeared. The author, in this letter, 

perfonates a member of parliament here, to a member of parlia- 
ment in England. The fpeaker mentioned is this letter was 

Allen firoderick, afterwards Chancellor and Lord Middleton ; and 
the prelate was Dr Lindfay, afterwards Primate. Dub, edit. 173*. 

This trait was reprinted in Ireland in 1735-) when the attempt 
to repeal the facramental teft was revived. There was an expla- 
natory advertifement prefixed, which is faid by Lord Orrery to 
have been dictated, or ftrictly revifed, by the Dean himfclf : but 
(here are inaccuracies in it, which- may well be thought Aifficienr 

to 
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phrafe, hath been lately perfected at Drogheda for his 
religion : but it is eafy to obferve, how mighty induftri- 
ous fome people have been for three or four years paft, 
lo hand about ftories of the hardlhips, the merits, the 
number, and the power of the Prelbyterians in Ireland, 
to raife formidable ideas of the dangers of Popery there, 
and to tranfmit all for England, improved by great addi- 
tions, and with fpecial care to have them inferted with 
comments in thole infamous weekly papers, that infeft 
your coffee-houfes. So, when the claufe enabling a fa* 
cramental teft was put in execution, it was given out in 
England, that half the joiHces of peace thro- this king- 
dom had laid down their commiffions : whereas, upon 
examination, the whole number was found to amount 
only to a dozen or thirteen, and thofe generally of the 
loweft rate in fortune and underftanding, and feme of 
them fuperannuated. So, when the Earl of Pembroke 
was in Ireland, and the Parliament fitting, a formal ftory 
was very gravely carried to his Excellency by fome zeal-* 
ous members, of a prieft newly arrived from abroad to 
the north-weft parts of Ireland, who had publicly preach- 
ed to his people to fall a murdering the Proteftants ; 
which, tho' invented to ferve an end they were the* 
upon, and are ftill driving at, was prefently handed over, 
and printed with fhrewd remarks by your worthy fcrib- 
blers. In like manner the account of that perfon, who 

waa 

to deftroy its authenticity : that which in the firft paragraph is 
called the following treatife is afterwards faid to be an extraB )af 
a difcourfe, and it is immediately added, that this extraB is the . 
whole, except fome paflages of no confcquencc : tbcfe are included 
in a parenthefis. Haivk/f. 

Swift held the Diflcnters in the utmoft degree of ridicule and 
detefiation. He had an opennefs in his difpontioti. and a frank- 
oefs in his conduit, that bore an abhorrence to all kind of re- 

ferve. To (iich a difpofition it is impoflible that the gravity 

of nonconformifts could be agreeable. The diflike was mutual 
on both fides. Dr Swift hated all fanatics : all fanatics hated 
JDr Swift. This piece is particularly written ageinft repealing tbe 
teft aft : and whoever confiders himfelf related to the kingdom 
of Ireland, will find in it fome arguments of weight and confide- 
ration, in cafe any fuch repeal fliould ever be attempted there. 

Qtrctjs 
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was lately expelled' oar univerfity for refle&ing on- the 
memory of King William ; what a daft it raifed, and how 
foully it was related, is frelh enough in memory. Nei- 
ther would people be convinced till the univerfity was at 
the pains of publifhing a Latin paper to juflify themfelves. 
And, to mention no more, this* ftory of the perfecution 
at Drogheda, how it hath been fpread and aggravated, 
what confequences have been drawn from it, and what 
reproaches fixed on thofe who have leaft deferved them > 
we are already informed. Now if the end of all this pro- 
ceeding were a fecret and myftcry, 1 mould not pretend 
to give it an interpretation ; but fufficient care hath been 
taken to explain it, firft, by addrefles artificially (if not 
illegally) procured to (hew the miferable ftate of the Dif- 
fenters in Ireland by reafon of the (acramental teft, and 
to defire the Queen's interceffion, that it might be repeal- 
ed. Then it is manifeftV that * our Speaker, when he 
was laft year in England /Solicited in perfon feveral mem- 
bers of both houfes to have it repealed by an a& there : 
tho' it be a matter purely national, that cannot poffibly 
interfere with the trade and intereft of England ; and 
tho" he himfelf appeared formerly the mofiY zealous of all 
men againft the injuftice of binding a nation by laws, to 
which they do not content. And laftly, thofe weekly 
libellers, whenever they get a tale by the end relating to 
Ireland, without once troubling their thoughts about the 
truth, always end it with an application againfl the fa- 
cramental teft, and the abfolute necef&ty there is of re- 
pealing it in both kingdoms. I know it may be reckon- 
ed a weaknefs to fay any thing of fuch trifles, as are be- 
low a ferious man's notice ; much lefs would I difyarage 
the undemanding of any party, to think they would chufe 
the vileft and moft ignorant among mankind, to employ 
them for the aflerters of a-caufe. I (hall only fay, that 
the fcandalous liberty thofe wretches take, would' hardly 
be allowed, if it were not mingled with, opinions that 
feme men would be glad to advance. Befides,. how. in- 
lipid (oever thofe papers are, they feem to be levelled to 
the underftandings of a great, number ; they are grown a 

neceffajy 

• Mr Allen Broderiek, afterward* Chancellor of Ireland, and. 
Lord Middieton. 
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necefiary part in coffee-houfe furniture, and fbme timd or 
other may happen to be read by cuftomers of all ranks 
for curiofny and amufement, becaufe they lie always in 
the way. ' One of thefe authors (the fellow that was pil- 
loried; I have * forgot his name) is indeed fo grave, fen- 
tentious, dogmatical a rogue, that there is no enduring 
him ; the f Obfervator is much the brifker of the two* 
and I think farther gone of late in lies and impudence 
than his Prefbyterian brother. [The reafon why I men- 
tion him, is to have an occafion of letting you know, that 
you have not dealt fo gallantly with us, as we did with 
you in a parallel cafe : laft year a paper was brought here 
from England, called A dialogue betwen the Archbijhop 
^■-Canterbury and Mr Higgins, which we ordered to be 
burnt by the common hangman, as it well deferred, 
tko' we have no more to do with his Grace % of Canter- . 
bury, than you have With the Archbifliop of Dublin ; nor* 
can you love and reverence your prelate more than we 
do ours, whom you tamely fuifer to be abufed openly, 
and by name, by that paukry rafcal of an Obfervator ; 
and lately upon an affair wherein he had no concern i I 
mean the buiinefs of the miflionary of Drogheda, wherein 
our excellent primate was engaged, and aid nothing but 
according to law and difcretion. But becaufe the Lord 
Archbifhop || of Dublin hath been upon feveral occasions, 
of late years, mifreprefented in England, I would wil- 
lingly let you right in his character. For his great 
fufFerings and eminent fervices he was by the late King 
promoted to the fee of Deny. About the fame time 
he wrote a bookto juftify the revolution, wherein was 
an account of King James's proceedings in Ireland 5 and 

♦the 

* The fellow that wag pilloried, was Daniel Defoe, whole 
name Swift well knew and remembered ; but the circumftance of 
the pillory was to be introduced ; and the manner of introducing " 
it, (hews great art in the niceft touches of fa tire, and carries an 
the marks of ri<ftcuie, indignation, and contempt. The feoffs 
and farcafms of Swift, like the bite of the rattle-fhake, diftingui/h 
themfelves more venomoufly dangerous, than the wounds of a 
common terpen t. Orrery. 

He was pilloried for a tracT called, The Jbartefl -way with the 
Diffentert. 

f Mr John Tutchin. J Dr Thomas Tcnnlfon. 

1 Dr William King. 
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the late Archbifhop Tillotfbn recommended it to the 
King as the moil ferviceable treatife, that could have been 
publifhed at fuch a juncture. And as his Grace let out 
upon thole principles, he has proceeded fo ever fince, as 
a loyal fubject to the Queen,* entirely for the fucceflion in 
the Proteftant line, and for ever excluding the Pretender; 
and tho' a firm friend to the church, yet with indulgence 
towards Diflenters, as appears from his conduct at 
Derry, where he was fettled for many years among the 
mod virulent of the feci, yet upon his removal to Dublin 
they parted from him with tears in their eyes, and univer- 
fal acknowledgements of his wifdom and goodnefs. For 
the red, it muft be owned, he does not bufy himfelf by 
entering deep into any party, but rather fpends his time 
in acts of hofpitality and charity, in building of churches, 
repairing his palace, in introducing and preferring the 
worthieft perfons he can find, without other regards : in 
fhort, in the practice of all virtues, that can become a 
public or private life. This and more, if poffible, is due 
to fo excellent a perfon, who may be juftly reckoned a* 
mong the greateft and moil learned prelates of this age* 
however his character may be defiled by fuch mean and 
dirty hands as thofe of the Obfervator, or fuch as employ 
him.] 

I now come to anfwer the other part of your letter, 
and fhall give you my opinion freely about repealing the 
facramental tell ; only whereas you defire my thoughts 
as a friend, and not as I am a member of parliament, I 
mull afTure you they are exactly the fame in both ..capa- 
cities. 

I muft begin by telling you, we are generally furprized 
at your wonderful kindnefs to us on this occafion, in be- 
ing fo very induftrious to teach us to fee Our intereft in a 
point, where we are fo unable to fee it ourfelves. This 
hath given us forae fufpicion ; and tho' in my own par- 
ticular I am. hugely bent to believe, that whenever you 
concern yourfelves in our affairs, it is certainly for our 
good, yet I have the misfortune to be fomething fingulaf 
in this bejief, and therefore I never attempt to juftify ir, 
but content v *ayfelf to poffefs my own opinion in private, 

for 
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for fear of encountering men of more wit or words, than 
I have to fpare. 

We at this diftance, who fee nothing of the fpring of 
actions, are forced by mere conjecture to afiign two rea- 
sons for your defiring us to repeal the facramental teft ; 
one is, becaufe you are faid to imagine it will be a flcp 
towards the like good work in England. The other more 
immediate, that it will open a way for rewarding feveral 
perfons, who have well deferved upon a great occafion, 
but who are now unqualified through that impediment. 

I do not frequently quote poets, efpecially Englilh : 
but I remember there is in feme of Mr Cowley's love 
verfes a ft rain, that I thought extraordinary at fifteen, and 
have often fince imagined it to be fpoken by Ireland, 

Forbid i/ t heaven, my life Jhould be 
Weighed with her Uafi conveniency. 

In (hort, whatever advantage you propofe to your- 
selves by repealing the facramental teft, (peak it out 
plainly, it is the Deft argument you can ufe, for we value 
your inter eft much more than our own ; if your little 
finger be fore, and you think a poultice made of our 
vitals will give it any eafe, fpeak the word, and it (hall 
be done : the intereft of our whole kingdom is at any. 
time ready to ftrike to that of yourpooreft fifhing towns j 
it is hard you will not accept our lervices, unlefs we be- 
lieve at the fame time, that you are only confulting our 
profit, and giving us marks of your love. If there be a 
z fire at fome diftance, and I immediately blow up my 
houfe before there be occafion, becaufe you are a man of 
quality, and apprehend fome danger to a corner of your 
Sable ; yet why fhould you require me to attend next 
morning at your levee, with my humble thanks for the 
favour you have done me ? 

If we might be allowed to judge for ourfelves, we had 
abundance of benefit by the facramental teft, and fbrefee 
a number of mifchiefs would be the confequence of re- 
pealing it ; and we conceive the objections made again ft 
it by the DifTenters are of no manner of force. They tell 
q* of their merits, in the late war in Ireland, and how. 
chcarfully they engaged for the fafety of the nation j that' 

Vol. HI. U if 
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if they had thought they had been fighting only other 
people's quarrels, perhaps it might have cooled their zeal; 
And that for the future they fhall fit down quietly, and 
let us do our work ourfelves ; nay, that it is necetfary 
they ftiould do fo, fi nee they cannot take up arms under 
the penalty of hightreafon. 

Now fuppbfing them to have done their duty, as I be- 
lieve they did, and not to trouble them about the * fly on 
the ivbeelj I thought liberty, property, and religion, had 
been the three fubjecb of the quarrel, and have not all 
thofe been amply fecured to them ? had they at that time 
a mental refervation for power and employments ? and 
muft thefe two articles be added henceforward in our na- 
tional quarrels ? it is grown a mighty conceit among fome 
men, to melt down the phrafe of a church eftahlijhed by 
iavj t into that of the religion of the magiflrate ; of which 
appellation it is eafier to find the reafon than the fenfe : 
if by the magiftrate they mean the prince, [the expref- 
fion includes a falfhood; for when Xing James was prince] 
the eftablifhed church was the fame it is now. If by the 
fame word they mean the legiflature, we defire no more. 
Be that as it will, we of this kingdom believe the church 
of Ireland to be the national church, and the only one 
eftablifhed by law, and are willing by the fame law to 
give a toleration to Diffenters; but if once we repeal our 
Sacramental tefl, and grant a toleration, ox fufpend the 
execution of the penal laws, I do not fee how we can be 
faicl to have any eftablifhed church remaining ; or rather 
why there will not be as many eftablifhed churches, as 
there are fe&s of difTenters. No, fay they, yours will 
ftill be the national church, becaufe your bifhops and- 
clergy are maintained by the public : but, that I fuppofe 
will be of no long duration, and it would be very unjuft 
itfhould, becaufe, to fpeakin Tindal's phrafe, it is not 
reafonable that revenues fhould be annexed to one opini- 
on more than another, when all are equally lawful ; and 
it is the fame author's maxim, that no free-born fubjedk 

ought' 

• Alluding to the fable of a fly, who having fettled on the 
{poke of a wheel belonging to a chariot, that -was driven rapidly 
along the road, exulted in his own importance, and cried out, 
M What a dujf -wc rjifel" 



. SACRAMENTAL TEST. .* 3 r 

ought to pay for maintaining fpeculations he does not 
believe. But nvfoy Jhould any man, upon account of opini- 
ons h€ cannot' help, be deprived the opportunity of /err- 
ing bis queen and country ? their zeal is commendable,, 
and whe ^employments go a begging for want of hands, 
they (hall be fore to have the refufal, only upon the con- 
dition they wiH not pretend te them upon maxims, vvhiclr 
equally include Atherfts* Turks, Jews, Infidels, and He- 
retics- ; or, which is flill more dangerous, even Papifts 
themfelves : the former you allow, the other you deny f 
becaufe thefe laft own a foreign power, and therefore 
inuft be (hut out. But there is no great weight in this ; 
for their religion can fuir with free ftates, with limited or 
abfolute monarchies, as well as a better ; and the Pope's 
{>ower in France is but a fhadow ; fo that upon this foot 
there need be no great danger to the conffitution by ad T 
initting Papifts to employments. I will help you to e- 
nough of them (hall Jbe neady to altow the Pope as little 
power here as you pteafe ; and the bare opinion of his 
being vicar of Chrift is but a ipeculative point, for which 
no man it feems ought to be deprived the capacity of 
lerving his country. 

But*, if you-pleafe* I will tell yotr the great obje&idrr 
we- have agamft repealing this fame facramental teft. It 
is, that* we are verily penuaded, the confequence will be 
an entire alteration ef religion among us in no great conn 
pafs of years-. And pray> obferve how we reafon here in 
Ireland upon- this matter.' 

We obferve the Scots in our* northern parts to be a> 
brave induftrious people, extremely devoted to their re* 
bgion, and fulPbf an'Utidifturbed affection towards each 
other. Numbers of that noblte«nation, invited by the 
fertilities of the foili are glad to exchange their- barren 
bills of Loqoaber by a voyage of three hours, for our 
fruitful vales of Doun and' Antrim, fo productive of that 
grain, which* at little trouble and lefs ex pence finds diet 
and lodging for themfeives- and their cattle. Thefe peo- 
ple, by their* extreme pariimony, wonderful dexterity in 
dealing, and firm adherence tor one another, foon grow" 
into wealth from the fmalleft beginnings, never are rooted 
out where they once fix, and increafe daily by new fup* 
flies :. betides, when they are the fuperior number in any 

U.2 tra£t 
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tract of ground, they are not over patient of mixture; 
but fuch, whom they cannot afftmulate, foon find it their 
intereft to remove. I have done all in my power on fome 
land of my own to preferve two or three Englifh fellows 
in their neighbourhood, but found it impoffible, tha* 
one of them, thought he had fufficiently made, his .court 
by turning prefbyterian. Add to all this, that they bring 
along with them from Scotland a moil formidable notion, 
of our church, which they look upon at leafl three de- 
grees worfe than popery : and it is natural it mould be 
to, fince they come over full fraught with that fpirit, 
which taught them to abolifh epifcopacy at home. » 
Then we proceed farther, and obferve, that the gen- 
tlemen of employments here make a very considerable 
number in the houfe of Commons, and have no other me- 
rit, but that of doing ttyeir duty in their feveral ftationsi 
therefore, when the teft is repealed, it will l>e highly 
reafonable they ihould give place to thofe, who have 
much greater fervices to plead. The commLEons of the 
revenue are foon difpofed of, and the collectors and a* 
ther officers throughout the kingdom are generally ap» 
pointed by the commiflioners, which gives them a mighty 

IBfcs2Cf is e ve ry county* As much way be .feid c# the 

great offices in this law ; and -when the door is open to> 
let diHentexsinto the coramiflions of the peace, to make 
them high-fherHFs, mayors of corporations, and officers 
of the army and militia, I do not fee how it can be o* 
therwife, confidering their induftry and our fuproetfefci 
but that they may, in a very few years, grow to a majo- 
rity in the houfe of Commons, and consequently mak£ 
themfelves the national religion, and have a fair pretence 
to demand the revenues of. the church for their teachers;* 
I know it will be objected, that if all this fhould happen 
as I defcribe, yet the prefbyterian religioH could never be 
made the national by a£t of parliament,, becaufe our bi* 
fhops are fo great in number in the houfe of Lords t, and 
without a majority there, the church could not be aboliib? 
ed. But I have two very good expedience for that, which 
I {hall leave you to guefs, and 1 dare -fwear our fpeaker 
here has often thought on, efpecially having endeavour- 
ed at one of them fo lately. To convince you, that this 
deugn is not fb, foreign from fome people's thoughts, . I 

mujt 
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fettft let you know, than an honeft bell- weather * of on* 
houfe (yon have him now in England, I wifh.you could 
keep him there) had the impudence fomeyears ago, in 
parliament time, to fhake my Lord btlhop of Kilaloo f by 
bis lawn-fleeve, and tell him > in a jhreatning manner, -. 
that he hoped to live to Jee the day, <when there Jhould not 
he one of his order in the kingdom. 

These laft lines perhaps you think a digreflion; there- 
fore to return* I have told you the consequences we ful- 
ly reckon upon from repealing the Sacramental teft, . 
whkh altho' the greateft number of fach as are for doing 
k, are actually in no 'manner of pain about it, and many 
of them care not three-pence whether there be any 
church or no ; yet becaufe they pretend to argue front 
eenfcience as well as policy and intereft, I thought it*, 
proper to underftand and anfwer them accordingly. 
. Now, Sir, in anfwer to your queftion, whether if any 
attempt mould be made here for repealing the facramen* 
ml ten, it would be likely to facceed?; the number of 
profefled diflenters in this parliament was, , as I remem- 
ber* fomething under a dozen, and I cannot call to mind - 
above thirty others, who were expected to fall in with -. 
them. This is certain, that the prefbyterian patty hav- 
ing with great indoftry mufter-ed-up their forces, did en- 
deavour one day, upon occasion of a hint in my Lord J 
Pembroke's fpeecn, to introduce a debate about repealing 
the teft claufe, when there appeared at teaft four to one 
odds againft them ; and the ableft of thofe, who wer* 
reckoned the moft ftanch and thorough -paced Whigs up- * 
on all other occafions, fell off with an abhorrence at the 
fir ft mention of this. 

I muft defire you to take notice, that the terms of whig 
and tory do not properly exprefs the different intereits in 
our parliament. (I remember, when I was laft in Eng- 
land, J told the King, that the higheft tories we had with 
ns would make tolerable whigs there : this was certainly 
fight, and ftill in the general continues fo, unlefs you have 
fince admitted new characteriftics, which did not come 
within our definition ] Whoever bears a true venerati- 
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* Supposed tote Mr Broderrck. -f Dr Lind&y, afterward* 
lord Primate, \ Then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
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on for the glorious memory of King William as our great 
deliverer from popery and flavery ; whoever is firmly loy- 
al to our prefeat Queen with an otter abhorrence and de- 
teftation of the Pretender ; whoever approves the foe- 
ceffion to the crown in the houfe of Hanover, and is for 
preferring the do&rine and difcipline of the church of 
England, with an indulgence for {crapulous conferences ; 
fuch a man we think acts upon right principles, and may 
be juftly allowed a Whig : and I believe there are not fix 
members in our houfe ef CommoOs, who may not fairly 
come under this defcriptioru So that the parties among 
us are made up on one fide of moderate Whigs, and on the 
other of Prefby terians and their abettors, by which laft I 
jneah fuch, who can equally go to a church or conventicle, 
or fuch who are indifferent to all religion in general ; or 
laftly , inch who affect to bear a perfonal rancour, towards 
the ckrgy : thefe laft are a fet of men not of our own 
growth, their principles at leaft have been imported of 
late years ; yet this whole party put together will fcarcc, 
I am confident, amount to above fifty men in Parliament, 
which can hardly be worked up into a majority of three 
hundred. 

As to the houfe of Lords, the difficulty there is con- 
ceived at leail as great as in ouis. So many of eur tem- 
poral peers live in England, that the biihops are general- 
ly pretty near a par of the hoafe, and we reckon they 
will be all to a man againft repealing the teft\ and yet 
their Lord (hips are generally thought as good Whigs upon 
our principles as any in the kingdom. There are indeed 
a few lay-lords, who appear to have no great devotion 
for epifcopacy ; and perhaps one or two more, with 
whom certain powerful motives might be ufed for remov- 
ing any difficulty whatfoever : but thefe are, in no fort, 
a number to carry any point againft a conjunction of the 
reft and the whole bench of bifhops* 

Besides, the whole body of our clergy is utterly againft 
repealing the teft* tho' they are entirely devoted to her 
Majefty, and hardly one in an hundred, who are not very 
good Whigs in our acceptation of the word. And I 
muft let you know, that we of Ireland are not yet come 
up to other folks refinements-, for we generally love and 
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efteem our clergy, and think they deferve it ; nay, we 
are apt to lay fome weight upon their opinion, and would 
not willingly difoblige them, at leaft, unlefs it were upon 
fome greater point of interefl than this. And their 
judgment in the prefent affair is the more to be regarded, 
becanfe they are the lafl peribns, who will be affected by 
it : this makes us think them impartial, and that their" con* 
cern is only for religion and the interefl of the kingdom* 
Becaufe the ad, which repeals the tefl, will only 
qualify a layman for an employment* bat notaPrefby- 
terian ox Anabaptift preacher for a church-living. Now 
I mull take Leave to inform you» thatfeveraLmembers of 
our houfe, and myfelf among the reft, knowing fome 
time ago what was upon the anvil, went to all the clergy 
we knew of any diftin&ion, and defired their, judgment 
in the matter ; wherein we found a moil wonderful ar 
greeraent, there being but one divine that we could hear 
of in the whole kingdom, who appeared of a contrary 
fentiment, wherein he afterwards flood alone in the con- 
vocation, very little to his credit, tho', as he hoped, very 
much to his interefl. 

I will now confider a little the arguments offered to 
fhew the advantages,. or rather the necef&ty of repealing 
the ttft in Ireland. We are told, the Popifli interefl is 
hese fo formidable-, that all hands fhoula be joined to 
keep it under ; that the only names of difbndion among 
us ought to be tbofe of Proteftant and Papift ; and that 
this expedient is the only means to unite all Protectants 
upon one common bottom*. All which is nothing but 
mifreprefentationfand miftake. 

If we were under any real fear of the. Papifts in this 
kingdom, it would be hard to think us fo ftupid, as not 
to be equally apprehenfive with others* fince we are 
likely to be the greatefl, and more immediate fufferers : 
but on the contrary, we look upon them, to be altogether 
as inconfiderable as the women and children. Their 
lands are almofl entirely taken from them, and they are 
rendered uncapable of pur chafing any more ; and for the 
little that remains, provifion is made by the late a& ar 
gainfl popery, that it will daily crumble away : to pre- 
vent which, fome of the mod considerable among them 
* are already turned Ptoteitante* and fo in all probability 
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will many more. Then, the Popifh priefts are all regi*- 
ftered, and without permtinon (which I hope will not be 
granted) they can have no fuccefibrs ; fo that the Pro- 
teftant clergy will find it perhaps no difficult matter to 
bring great numbers over to the church; and in the mean., 
time the common people, without leaders, without dift 
cipline, or natural coarage, being little better than hew- 
ers of wood, and drawers of water, are out of all capa* 
city of doing any mi&hief, if they were ever (b well in* 
dined. Neither are they at all likely to join in any «on* 
fidefable numbers with an invader, having found . fo ill 
iuccefs when they were much more numerous and power- 
ful $ when they had a prince of their own religion to head 
them *, had been trained for fome years under a Popifli . 
deputy, and received fuch mighty aids from the-Frencb 
Xing. 

• As to that -argument ufed for repealing the teft, that it • 
will unite all Proteftants againft me common enemy ; I 
wonder by what figure thofe gentlemen fpea*k, who are 
yleafed to advance it : fuppofe, in order to increafe the 
friendfliip between you and me, a law ihould pais, that I . 
mull have half your ' eftate ; do y ou* think that would . 
much advance the union between us ? or fuppofe I fhare- 
my fortune equally between my own children and a ftran- 
ger, whom I take into my prote&ien ; will that be a me- 
thod to unite them ? it is an odd way of uniting parties* . 
to deprive a majority of part of their antient right, by 
conferring it on a fadlbn, who had never any right at all* . 
and therefore cannot be faid to fuffer any loft or injury* . 
if it be refufed them. Neither is- it very clear, how fa* 
fome people may ftfetch the term of common enemy. 
How many are there of thofe that call themfeives Pro- 
tenants, who look upon our worfhip to be idolatrous a* 
well as that of the Papifts, and with great charity pot 
Prelacy and Popery together as term* convertible ? ' 

And therefore there is one fmall doubt I would be wil- 
lingly fatisned in, before I agree to the repealing of the 
teft ; that is, whether thefe fame Proteftants* when they 
have fay their dexterity made themfeives the national re- 
ligion,. 

• In the reign of King James ft* and tiHafitr jhe baaclc of 
the Boyneia i6po. 
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Iigion, and difpofcd the church revenues among their pa- 
ftors or themfelves, will be fo kind to allow ns Diftenters, 
I do not fay a mare in employments, but a bare tolerati- 
on, by law ? The reafon of my doubt is, becauie I have 
been (o yery idle as to read above fifty pamphlets written 
by as many Prefbyterian divines, loudly difclaiming this 
idol toleration, fome of them calling it (1 know not how 

froperly) a rag of Popery, and all agreeing it was to efta* 
litfi iniquity by a law. ' Now I would be glad to know, 
when and where their fuccefibrs have renounced this; 
do&rine, and before what witnefies. Becauie, methinks 
I fhould be loth to fee my poor titular Bimop in fartibu$ x 
feized on by miAake in the dark for a jefuit, or be for-, 
ced myfelf to keep a chaplain difguifed like my butler, 
and fteal to prayers in a baqk-room, as my grandfather 
nfed in thofe times, when the church of .England was 
malignant. # \\ ... ' .' |f .'..: , : . .;, 

But this is ripping up old quarrels-long forgot ; Popery 
id now the. common enemy, againft which we rauft all u- 
nite : I have been tired in hiftory with the perpetual folly 
of thofe liates, who call in foreigners to affiftthem a- 
gainft a . common enemy : but the mifchief was, theft 
allies would never be brought to allow, that the common 
enemyi w*$. quite iiidaued. . And -they ha^resje^fer 
it'glflViAtt. laft* rfwtf one fart of ttoe : common? efienty 
Wis thpfe wh<> eail^l them ia, <y*d f© the allies became 
at length the maftefs, 

Iv is agreed among naturajjib, that a ljon is a larger* 
a ftronger, and more dangerous enemy than a cat ; yet 
jf a man were to frave his choice, either a lion at his foot, 
bound fail with three or four cbain**his: teeth drawn out* 
and his claws pared to: due quick, ori any angry cat in fuU 
liberty at his .throat ; he would' takeM&lpng time?tQ de> 
terminer 

I have been fometimes admiring the wonderful iignifi- 
cancy of that werd f&fecutikn % and what various inter- 
pretations it hath acquired even within my memory. 
When I was a boy, f often. heard the Preibyterians com- 
plain, that they were not permitted to ferveGod in then- 
own way ; they faid they did not repine at our employ- 
ments, but thought that all men who live peaceably ought 
to have liberty of conference, and leave to affemble. That 

impediment 
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impediment being removed at the revolution, they foorr 
learned* to fwallow the facramental tell, and began ta 
take very large fteps, wherein all who offered to oppofc 
them, were called men of a perfecuting fpirit. During 
die time the bill againft occafional conformity was on foot, 
perfecution was every day rung in our ears, and now at 
faff the facramental teft itfelf has the fame name. Where 
then is this matter likely to end, when the obtaining of 
one requeft is only ufed as a ftep to demand another ? a 
lover is ever complaining of cruelty, while any thing is 
denied him > and when the lady ceafes to be cruel. fh6 is 
from the next moment at his mercy : fo perfecution, it 
feems, is every thing, that will not leave it in mens pow- 
er to perfecute others* 

~ There is one argument offered againft a facramental 
teft by a fort of men, who are content ta be ftiled of the 
church of England, who perhaps attend its fervice in the 
morning/ and go' with their wives to a conventicle" in the. 
afternoon, confeffing they hear very good do&rine in both. 
Thefe men are much offended, that fo holy an inftituti- 
on, as that of the Lord's fupper, mould be made fub~ 
fervient to fuch mercenary purpofes as the getting of an 
employment. Now it feems, the law, concluding all 
teen fo be members of that church where* they receive 
the facrament $ and foppoftng all men to live Kke'Chrffti- 
ans (efpecially %hofe who are to have 4 employments) did. 
imagine they received ths facrament in codrfe about fbuf 
rimes a year ; and therefore-only de fired it might appear 
by certificate to the public, that fuch, who took an office* 
were members of the church eftablimed, by doing their 
ordinary duty. Hbwever, left we mould offend them, 
we have often defired they would deal candidly with us : 
for if the matter ftuck only there, 'we would propofe it in 
Parliament, that every man, who takes an employment; 
ftoald, inftead of receiving the iacrament, be obliged 
to fwear, that he is a member of the church of Ireland 
by law eftabiilhed, with epifcopacy, and fo forth ; and 
as they, do now in Scotland, to bi true to the kirk. 
But when we drive them thus far; they always retire to 
the main body of the argument, urge the if ardfhip that 
wen (hjoold be deprived the liberty of ferving their Queen 
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and country on account of their confcience; and in (hort* 
have recourfe to the common ilile of their half- brethren* 
Now, whether this be a lincere way of arguing, I will 
appeal to any other judgment but theirs. 
.- There is another topic of clamour fomewhat parallel 
to the foregoing : it feems by the teft-claufe, the military 
officers are obliged to receive the facrament, as well as 
the civil. . And it is a matter of fome patience, to hear . 
the Diflenters declaiming upon this occafion : they cry 
they are difarmed, they are ufedlike Papifts : when an 
enemy appears at home, or from abroad, they mull fit 
flill, and fee -their throats cut, or be hanged for high- 
treafon if they offer to defend themfelves. Miferable 
condition ! wo&l dilemma ! it is happy for us all, that 
the Pretender was Jiot-apprifed of this paffive Prefbyterian 
principle, elfe he would -have infallibly landed in our nor- 
thern parts, and found them all fat down in their forma- 
lities, as the Gauls did the Roman fenators, ready to die 
with honour in their callings. Sometimes to appeafe their 
indignation, we venture to give them hopes, that in fuch 
a cafe the government will perhaps connive, and hardly 
be fo fevere to hang them for defending it againft the let- 
ter of the law ; to which they readily anfwer, that they 
will not lie at our mercy, but let us fight our battles our- 
felves. Sometimes we offer to get an alt, by which, 
upon all popiffr infurre&ions at home, or popifh invafions 
from abroad, the government (hall be im powered to grant 
commiflions to all Proteflants whatfoever, without that 
perfecuting circumftance of obliging them to fay their 
prayers, when they receive the facrament : but they ab- 
hor all .thoughts of occafional commiflions ; they will not 
do our drudgery, and we reap the benefit : it is not worth 
their while to fight pro arts et focis ; and they had rather 
lofe their eftates, liberties, religion, and lives, than the. 
pleafure of governing. 

But to bring this difcourfe towards a conclufion : if the 
DiiTenters will be fatisfied with fuch a toleration by law, 
as hath been granted them in England, I believe the ma- 
jority of both houfes will fall readily in with it ; farther 
it will be hard to perfuade this houfe of Commons, and 
perhaps much harder the next. For, to fay the truth, we 
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make a mighty difference here between fuffering thiftlet 
to grow among us, and wearing them for pofies. We 
ire fully convinced in our consciences, that *we (hall al- 
ways tolerate them ; but not quite fo fully that they will 
always tolerate ttf, when it comes to their turn ; and ive 
are the majority, and <u* are in pofleflion. 

He who argues in defence of a law in 'force, not anti- 
quated or obfolete; but lately ena&ed, is certainly on the 
fafer fide, and may be allowed to point out the dangers 
he conceives to forefee in the abrogation of it. 

Fo r, if the confequences of repealing this claufe mould 
at fome time or other enable the Prefbyterians to work 
themfelves up into the national churchy inftead of unit- 
ing Proteftants, it would fow eternal divifions among 
them. Firft, their own fetts, which now lie dormant, 
would be foon at cuffs again with each other about power 
and preferment ; and the diffenting Epifcopals, perhaps 
discontented to fuch a degree, as upon ibme fair unhap- 
py occafion, would be able to make the firmeft loyalty, 
which none can deny theirs to be. 

Neither is it very difficult to conjecture, from fome 
late proceedings, at what a rate this faction is like to drive, 
where- ever it gets the ivh'fi and the fiat. They have al- 
ready fet up courts of fpiritual judicature in open con- 
tempt of the laws : - they fend miffionaries every where, 
without being invited, in order to convert the church of 
England folks to Chriftianity. They are as vigilant as 
/ know <who 9 to attend perfons on their death-beds, and 
for purpofes much alike.. And what practices fuch prin- 
ciples as thefe (with many other that might be invidious 
to mention) m^fj&wn, when they are laid out to the 
fun, you may -cfetermlne" at leifure. 

Lastly, V^hether we> are fo entirely fure of their loy- 
alty upon the prefent foot of government as jou may ima- 
fine, their detractors make a queflion, which however 
oes, I think, by no means affect, the body of Diffenters : 
but the inftance produced is of fome among their leading 
teachers in the north, who having refufed the abjuration 
bath, yet continue their preaching, and have abundance 
of followers. The particulars are out of my head j but 
the fadl is notorious enough, and" I believe hath- beer* 
published : I think it a pity, it hath no; been remedied. 

Thus 
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Thus I have fairly given you, Sir, my own opinion 
as well as that of a great majority in both houfes here r 
relating to this weighty . affair ; upon which I am confi- 
dent you may fecurely reckon* I will leave yon to make 
what ufe of it you pleafe. 

Lam ninth great rt/j>i£F 9 

Dublin, Dec. 4* 

1708. <&>, 

Your* &c. 
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Some AnGtJMENTs? againft enlarging the 
power of Bishops in letting of Leases'*. 



Mihi credit e t major her edit at vettit um rat que <veftrum in 
iifdem bonis a jure et a iegibus, quam ab its a quibus Ilia 
itfa bona relifta Junt. Cicero pro A." Caecina. 

[Written in the year 1 72 3] 

IN handling this iubjeel I (hall proceed wholly upon 
the fuppoiition, that thofe of oar party, who profeft 
thetnfelves members of the church eftablilbed, and under 
the apoftolical government of bifhops, do defire the con- 
tinuance and tranfmiffion of it to pofterity at leail in as 
good a condition as it is at prefent : becaufe, as this iif- 
courfe is not calculated for diiTenters of any kind, fo 
neither will it fuit the talk or fentiments of thofe perfons, 
who with the denomination of churchmen are oppreflbrs 
of the inferior clergy, and perpetually quarrelling at the 
great incomes of the bifhops ; which is a traditional cant 
delivered down from former times, and continued with 
great reafon, alt ho* it be now near 200 years iince al- 
moft three parts in four of the church revenues have 
been taken from the clergy, beiides the fpoils that have 
been gradually made ever iince of glebes and other lands 
by the confufion of times, the fraud of encroaching 

neighbours, 

• This pamphlet is intermixed with thofe mafterly ftrokes of 
irony, which are Co often intermixed in Swift's works. The 
general fubjelt of it leads me to recoiled a circumftance much to 
the Dean's honour ; he could never be induced to take fines for 
any of the chapter lands ; he always chofe to raife the rents, as 
the method lcalr oppreflive to the prefent tenant, and mofr ad- 
vantageous to all future tenants and landlords. He conftantly re- 
futed to give charity out of the chapter-funds, which he allcdged 
were fcarce fufficient to maintain the ncceflary repairs of the ca- 
thedral. Qrrcrj. 
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neighbours, or the power of oppreffors too great to be 
encountered. 

About the time of the Reformation many Popifh bi- 
(hops of this kingdom, knowing they muft have been foorc 
ejected, if they would nofchange their religion, made 
long leafes and fee-farms of great pan of their lands, re- 
fer ving very inconfiderable rents, fome times only a chiof- 
fy, by a power they affumed directly contrary to many 
antient canons, yet confiflent enough with the common 
law. This trade held on for many years after the bifnops- 
became ProteStants ; and fome of their names are ftill re- 
membered with infamy on account of enriching their fa* 
jnilies by fuch Sacrilegious alienations. By thefe means- 
epticopal revenues were Co low reduced, that three or. 
four fees were often united to make a tolerable compe- 
tency. For fome remedy to this evil King James I. by 
a bounty, that became a good Chriflian Prince, beftow- 
ed feveral forfeited lands on- the northern bishopries : but 
in all other parts of the kingdom the church continued 
Hill in the fame diftreis and poverty ; fome of the fees 
hardly pofTefling enough to maintain a country vicar. A- 
but the middle of King Charles 1 .'s reign the legislature 
kere thought fit to put a flop at leaft to any farther alie- 
nations; and fo a law was enacted, prohibiting all bi- 
{hops*, and other ecclefiaftical corporations, from fetting 
their lands for above the term of twenty one years ; the. 
rent reierved to be one half of the real value of fuch lands 
at the time they were fet, without which condition the* 
leafe to be void. 

Soon after the restoration of King Charles II. the 
parliament taking into consideration the miferable eftate 
of the church, certain lands by way of augmentation, 
were granted to eight bifhops in the act of Settlement,. 
and confirmed in the act of explanation ; of which boun- 
ty, as I remember, three fees were in a great meafure. 
defeated ; but by what accidents it is not here of any im- 
portance to relate. 

This at prefent is the condition. of the church in Ire- 
land with regard to epifcopal revenues : which I have 
thus briefly (and perhaps imperfectly) deduced for fome 
information to thofe, whofe thoughts do not lead them: 
to fuch confiderations. 
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By virtue of the ftatute already mentioned, under King 
Charles 1 . limiting ecclefiaftical bodies to the term of 
twenty one years under the referved rent of half real va- 
lue, the bifhops have had fome (hare in the gradual rife 
of lands, without which they could not have been fup- 
ported with any common decency that might become their 
Hation. It is above eighty years fince the paffing of that 
a& : the fee of Meath, one of the beft in the kingdom, 
was then worth about 400 /. per annum; the poorer ones 
in the fame proportion. If tfiis were their prefent con- 
dition, 1 cannot conceive how they would' have been a- 
ble to pay for their patents, or buy their robes : but this 
will certainly be the condition of their (bccefTors, if fuch 
a bill mould pafs, as they fay is now intended, which. X 
will fuppofe ; and believe many perfons, who may give 
a vote for it, are not aware of. 

However, this is the aft which is now attempted to 
be repealed, or at leaft eluded ; fome are for giving bi- 
fhops leave to let fee -farms, others would allow them to 
let leafes for lives ; and the moft moderate would repeal 
that claufe, by which the bifhops are bound to let their 
lands at half value. 

The reafons for the rife of value in lands are of two 
kinds. Of the hrft kind, are long peace and fettlement 
after the devaftations of war ; plantations, improvements 
of bad foil, recovery of bogs and marfhes, advancement 
of trade and manufactures, increafe of inhabitants, en- 
couragement of agriculture, and the like. 

But there is another reafon for the rife of land, more 
gradual, conftant and certain ; which will have its effects 
in countries, that are verv far from flourishing in any or 
the advantages I have jmt mentioned : I mean the per- 
petual decreafe in the value of gold and filver. 1 malt 
dticourfe upon thefe two different kinds with a view to- 
wards the bill now attempted. 

As to the firft : I cannot foe how this kingdom is at 
any height of improvement, while four parts in five of 
the plantations for 30 years paft have been real d if- im- 
provements ; nine in ten of the quick fet-hedges being ru- 
ined for want of care or fkill. And as to foreft trees, they 
being often taken out of woods, and planted in (ingle 
rows on the tops of ditches, it is iznpoffibk they fheuld 

grow 
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crow to be of ufe, beauty, or {belter. Neither can it be - 
laid, that the foil of Ireland is improved to its full height, 
while fo much lies all winter under water, and the bogs- 
Biade alraoft defperate by the ill cutting of the turf. 
There hath indeed been feme little improvement in the - 
manufactures of . linen and woollen, altho' very fhort of 
perfection; but our trade was never in fo low a conditi* 
on: and. as to agriculture, of which all wife nations* 
have been fo tender, the defolation made in the country 
by engroffing graziers , and the great yearly importation* 
of corn from England,, are lamentable inllances under 
whatdifeouragement it lies. 

But, notwithstanding all thefe mortifications* ffuppofe 
there is no weli-wifher to his country without a little hope, ,. 
that in time the kingdom may be on a better foot in fome r 
of the articles above mentioned. But it would be hard,, 
if ecclefiaitical bodies fhould be the only perfons excluded; 
from any {hare in public advantages, which' yet can ne- 
ver happen, without a greater {hare of profit to their te- 
nants : if God fends rmn equally upon thejufi and the un- - 
juft % why mould thofe, who wait at his altars, and are 
iafcuctors of the people, be cut off from- partaking in: 
the general benefit* of law or of nature? 

BU t, as this way of reasoning may feem to bear a more * 
favourable eye to the clergy, than • perhaps will fuit with ♦ 
the. present difpofxtion or fafhion of the age ; 1 mall there* 
fore dwell more largely upon the fecorid reaftm for the- 
rife of land, which is the perpetual decreafe of the value 
of gold and filver. 

This may be obferved from the course of the- Roman.* 
3b ft ray above two thoufand years before thofe inexhauuV 
sole filver mines ofPotofi were known; The value of an 
oboloes and of every other coin between die time-of Ro- 
mulus and f hat of Auguftus gradually funk above five 
parts in fix, as appears by feveral paffages out of the belt' 4 
authors. And yet, the- prodigious wealth of that date - 
did notarife from the increafc o? bullion in the worldly 
die difeovery of new mines,, but from a much more ac* 
cidental caufe, which was the fpreading of their con- 
quell, and thereby importing into Rome and Italy the— 
ciches of the eail and weit.^ 

When the feat of empire was removed to Conftanti- 

X 3 nople; . 
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nople, the tide of money flowed that way without ever 
returning ; and was fcattered in Aua*C Bat when that 
•mighty empire wastwerthiown by the northern people, 
fnch a flop was put to all trade and commerce, that vaft 
fums of money were buried to efcape the plundering of 
the conquerors ; and what remained was carried off by 
thofe ravagers~ 

It were no difficult matter to compute the value of 
money in England during the Saxon. reigns; but the Mon- 
kifh and other writers fince the conqueft have put that 
matter in a clearer light, by the, fcveral accounts they 
have given us of the value of corn and catde in years of 
dearth and plenty. Every one knows, that King John's 
whole portion, before he came to the crown, was but five 
thoufand pounds, without a foot of land. 

I have likewife feen the fteward's accounts of an an- 
tient noble family in England, written in Latin between 
three and four hundred years ago, with the feveral prices 
of wine and victuals, to confirm my obfervations. 

I have been at the trouble of computing (as others 
have done) the different values of money foe about four 
hundred yeazrpaft* Henry Duke of Lancailer, who 
lived about that period, founded an hofpital in Leicefter 
for . a certain number of old men, charging his lands 
with a groat a week to each for their maintenance, which 
is to this day duly paid them. In thofe times, a penny 
was equal to ten pence half-penny, and foroc what more 
than half a farthing in ours^ which makes about eight 
ninths difference. 

This is plain alfo from the old cuffom upon many e- 
ftates in England to let for leafes of lives (renewable at 
pteafurej where the referved pent is ufiaaliy about twelve 
pence a pound, ^which then was near the half real value : 
and altho>' the fines be not fixed, yet the landlord gets 
altogether not above three (hillings. in the pound of the 
worth of his land : and the tenants are fo wedded to this 
cuftom, that, if the owner foffer three 'lives to expire, 
none of them will take a leafe on ether conditions ; or if 
he brings in a foreigner who will agree to pay a reafon* 
able rent, the other tenants by all manner of injuries will 
make that foreigner fo uneafy, that he muft be forced to 

* * . ^uit 



the POWER of BISHOPS. ttf 

quit the farm ; as the late Earl of Bath felt by the'exv 
perience of above ten thou fan d pounds lofs. 

The gradual. decreafe for about two hundred years at 
ter was not confiderable, and therefore I do not rely on 
the account given by jbme hiftorians, that Hary VII i 
left behind him eighteen hundred thoufand pounds ; for 
altho' the Weft-Indies were difcovered before his death* 
and altho' he had the beft talents and in&ruments for 
exacting of money ever poffelTed by any prince fince the 
time of Vefpafian (whom he refembled in many partial* 
lars), yet I conceive, that in his days the whole coin of 
England could hardly amoun? to foch a fum» For in the 
reign of Philip and Mary, Sir^— Cockairtof Derbyfhire, 
the beft houfe-keeper of his quality in the- county, al- 
lowed his lady fifty pounds a year for maintaining the fa* 
snily, one pound a year wages to each fervant, and two 
pounds to the fteward ; as I was told by a perTon of qua* 
lity who had feen the original account of his oeconomy. 
Now this fum of fifty pounds, • added to the advantages 
df a large domain* might be equal to about five hunt 
<b*ed pounds a year, at preterit, or fomewhat more than, 
four fifths. 

The great plenty of filverin England began in Queen 
Elizabeth's reign, when Drake and others took vail quan- 
tities of coin and bullion from the Spaniard* either upon 
their own American ceafts, or in their return to Spain* 
However- fo much hath been imported annually from 
that time to this, that the value of money in England* 
and moil parts of Europe, is funk above one half with* 
in the fpace of an hundred years, notwithstanding the 

freat export of filver for about eighty years- paft to the 
laft* Indies* from whence it never returns*. But gold 
not being liable to the fame accident, and by- new difco* 
veries growing every day mote plentiful, feems in dan> 
ger of becoming a drug. J 

This hath been the. progrefi of the value of money in 
former ag£s, and muft of neceflity continue fo for the fu- 
ture, without feme raw invafion of Goths and Vandals 
to deftnoy law, property and religion, alter the very face 
of nature, and turn the world up fide down. 

I muft repeat, that what I am to fay upon the fubjeft 
is intended .only foe the comu&ioa of thofe among our 
• : i own 
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own party, who are true lovers of the church, and would 
be glad it fhould continue in a tolerable degree of pro- 
sperity to the end of the world. 

The church is fuppofed to laftfbr ever both in its dis- 
cipline and doclrine ; which is a privilege common to ©■ 
very petty corporation, who xnait likewise obferve the 
laws of their foundation. If a gentleman's eflate, which 
now yields him a thoufand pounds a year, had been fet 
tor ever at the higheft value even in the fiouriihing days 
of King Charles the fecond, would it now amount to a- 
bove four or five hundred at molt ? What if this had hap- 
pened two or three hundred years ago ; would the refer- 
red rent at this day be any more than a ftaall chiefry? 
fuppofe the revenues of a bifhop to have been under the 
&me circumilances ; could he now be able to perform 
works of hofpitality and charity ? Thus* if the revenues of 
a biihop be limited to a thoufand pounds a year; how 
will his fucceflbr be in a condition to rapport his ftatioa 
with decency, ' when the fame denomination of money 
fhall not aniwer an half, a quarter, or an eighth part of 
that fum ? which muil unavoidably be the confequence of 
any bill to elude the limiting aft, whereby the church 
was preferred from utter ruin. 

Th e fame reaibn holds good in all corporations whatso- 
ever, who cannot follow a more pernicious practice than 
that of granting perpetuities, for which many of them 
foiart to this day ; altho' the leaders among them are 
often fo ftupid as not to perceive it, or (bmetimes fb 
knavifh as to find their private account in cheating the 
community. 

Several colleges in Oxford were aware of this growing 
evil about an hundred years ago -, and inftead of limiting 
their rents to a. certain fum of money, prevailed with 
their tenants to pay the price of fJbmaay barrels of corn 
to be valued as the market went at two feafbns (as I re- 
member) m the year. For a barrel of corn is of a real 
intrinsic value, which gold and fiiver are not ; and by 
this invention thefe colleges have preferred a tolerable 
fubfiftence for their fellows and ftudents to this day. 

The prefent biihops will indeed be no fufferers by fuck 
a bill ; becaufe, their ages considered, they cannot expeft 
to fee any great decrease in the value of .money ; or at 

worll 



the POWER op B I S H O f S. 24$ 

.worft they can make it Up in the fines, which will pro^ 
feably be greater than ufual upon the change of leafes in- 
to fee-farms or lives ; or without the power of obliging 
their tenants to a real half value. And as I cannot welt 
blame them for taking fuch advantages, (confidering the 
nature of human kind) when the queftion is only , whe- 
ther the money fhall be put into their own or another 
man's pocket : fo they will never be excu&ble before 
God or man, if they do not to their death oppofe, de- 
clare, and proteft againft any fuch bill, as muft in its con* 
iequences compleat the ruin of the church, and of their 
own order in this kingdom. 

If the fortune of a private perftm be diminifhed by the 
weaknefs, 'or inadvertency of his ftnoeftors, in letting 
leafes for ever at low rents, the world lies open to his in* 
duftry for purchasing of more 5 but the church is barred 
by a dead hand ; or if it were otherwife, yet the cufiom 
of making bequefts to it hath been out of practice for al- 
moft two hundred years, and a great deai dtre&ly con- 
trary hath been its fortune. 

I have been aflured by a peribn of fome confequence, 
to whom I am likewife obliged for the account of fome 
other fafts already related, that the late* Bifhop of Salifc 
bury (the*greateft Whig of that bench in his days) coit- 
fefkd to him, that the liberty which bifhops in England 
have of letting leafes for lives would, in his opinion, be 
one day the ruin of Epifcopacy there; and thought the 
church in this kingdom happy by the limitation aft. 

And have we not already found the effect of this dif- 
ferent proceeding in both kingdoms ? Have not two En- 
glifh Prelates quitted their peerage and feats in parliament, 
in a nation of freedom, for the fake of a more ample re- 
venue even in this unhappy kingdom, rather than lie un- 
der the mortification of living below their dignity at home f 
for which however they cannot be jaftly cenfured, -I 
know indeed fome perfons, who offer as an argument for 
repealing the limiting bill, that it may in future ages pre- 
vent the practice of providing this kingdom with bifhop* 
from England, when the only temptation will be remo- 
ved. And they atyedge, &at, as things have gone for torn* 

years 

• Dr Burnet. 
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years paft, gentlemen will grow cfifcouraged from fending 
their fons to the univerfity, and from iufFering them to 
enter into holy orders, when they are likely to languifh 
under a curacy or (mall vicarage to the end of their lives: 
but this is all a vain imagination ; for the decreafe in the 
value of money will equally afFecl both kingdoms : and 
befides, when bifhoprics here grow too fmall to invite o- 
ver men of credit and confequence, they will be left more 
fully to the difpofal of a chief governor, who can never 
fail of fome worthlefs illiterate chaplain, fond of a title 
and precedence. Thus will that whole bench in an age 
or two be compofed of mean, ignorant, fawning gown- 
men, humble nippliants and dependents upon the court 
for a morfel of bread, and ready to ferve every turn tbat 
(hall be demanded from them in hopes of getting fome 
commendum tacked to their fees- ; which mud then be the 
trade, as it is now too much in England, to the great dif- 
couragement of the inferior clergy. Neither is that pra- 
ctice without example among us. 

It is now about eighty five years iince the paffing of 
that limiting aft, and there is but one infrance in the me- 
mory of man of a bifhop's leafe broken upon the plea of 
riot being ftatutable ; which, in every body's opinion, 
could have been loft by no other perfon than he, who 
was then tenant, and happened' to be very ungracious in 
his county. In the prefent * Bimop of Meath's cafe that 
plea did not avail, altho' the leafe were notoriouily un- 
ftatutable ; the rent referved being, as I have been told, 
not a feveh th part of the real value ; yet the jury upon 
their oaths very gravely found it to be according to the 
ftatute ; and one of them was heard to fay, that he would 
eat his (hoes before he would give a verdift for the Bifhop. 
Avery few more have made -the fame attempt with as lit- 
tle fuccefs. Every bifhop and other ecclefiaftical body 
reckon forty pounds in an hundred to be a reasonable half 
value; or if it be only a third part, it feldom or never 
breeds any difference between landlord and tenant. But 
when the rent is from five to nine or ten parts lefs than 
the worth, the bifhop, if he confults the good of his fee, 
will be apt to expoftulate; and the tenant*, if he be an 

hooefl 
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koneft man, wfll have fonie regard to the reafonablenefs 
and juftice of the demand, fo as to yield to a moderate 
advancement, rather than engage in % a fuit, where law 
and equity are directfy againft him. By thefe means the 
bifhops have "been fo true to their trufts, as te-procure 
fome (mall (hare in tha advancement of Tents ; altho' it 
be notorious, that they do not receive the, third penny 
(fines included) of the real value of their lands through* 
out tfye kingdom. 

I was never able to imagine what inconvenience could 
accrue to the public by one or two thoufand pounds a year 
in the hands of a Protectant bifhop, any more than of a 
lay perfon *. The former, generally fpeaking, liveth as 
pioufly and hofpitably as the other ; pays his debts as 
honeftly, and fpends as much of his revenue among his 
tenants : befides, if they be his immediate tenants, you 
may diltinguifh them at firft fight by their habits and 
hones ; or if you go to their houfes, by their comfortable 
way of living. But the misfortune is, that fuch immedi- 
ate tenants generally fpeaking have others under them, 
and fo a third and fourth in fubordination, till it comes to 
the welder {as they call him) who fits at a rack-rent, 
and lives as miferably as an Irifh farmer upon a new 
leafe from a lay landlord. But fuppofe a bifhop happens 
to be avaritious, (as being compofed of the fame fluff 
with other men) the confequence to the public is no worie 
than if he were a fquire ; for he leaves his fortune to his 
fon or near relation, who, if he be rich enough, will ne- 
ver think of entring into the church. 

And as there can be no di fad vantage to the public in a 
Proteftant country, that a man Ihould hold lands as a bi- 
fhop, anymore than if he were a temporal perfon ; fo it is of / 
great advantage to the community, where a bifhop lives 
as he ought to do. He is bound in confeience to refide 
in his dioccfe, and by a folemn prontife to keep hofpi tali - 
ty; his eftate is fpent in the kingdom, not remitted to 
England ; he keeps the clergy to their duty, and is an ex- 
ample of virtue both to them and the people. Suppofe 

him. 

* This part of the paragraph is to be applied to the period 
when the whole was writtco^ *hich was in 1 7*3, when feycntl of 
uccn Anne's bifhops were living. 
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him an ill man ; yet his very chara&er will withhold him 
from any great or open exorbitancies. But in fad it moil 
be allowed, that limit biihops of this kingdom within 
twenty years paft have done very Signal and lading ads of 
public charity; great instances whereof are the * late and 
f present Primate, and the Lord % Archbifhop of Dub- 
lin that now is, who hath left memorials of his bounty ia 
many parts of his province. I might add the BLKhop of 
|| Raphoe, and feveral others : not forgetting the late 
Dean of Down, Dr Pratt, who bellowed one thoufand 
pounds upon the univerfity : which foundation, (that I 
may obferve by the way) if the bill prppoied Should pafs, 
would be in the feme circumstances with the biihops, nor 
ever able again to advance the Stipends of the fellows and 
Students, as lately they found it neceflary to do ; the de- 
terminate fum appointed by the Statutes for commons be* 
kig not half fufficient by the fall of money to afford ne- 
ceiTary fuStenance. But the paSfing of fuch a bill muft 
put an end to aU ecclefiaftical benefices for die time to 
come ; and whether this will be fupplied by thoSe who 
tie to reap the benefit, better than it hath been done by 
the grantees of impropriate tythes, who received them 
upon the old church conditions of keeping hofpitality, 
it will' be eafy to conjecture. 

To alledge, that palling fuch a bill would be a good 
encouragement to improve biihops lands, is a great error. 
Is it not die general method of landlords to wait the ex- 
piration of a kafe, and then cant their lands to the high- 
eft bidder ? And what Should hinder the fame courfe to 
ke- taken in church leaies, when the limitation is removed 
of paying half the real value to the bifhop? In riding 
through the country how few improvements do weiec up- 
on the eStatea of laymen, farther than about their own 
domains? To fay the truth, it is a great misfortune as 
well to the public as to the biihops thetnfelves, that their 
lands are generally let to lords and great fquires, who in 
reafon were never defigned to be tenants ; and therefore 
may naturally murmur at the payment of rent, as a fub- 
Serviency they were not born to. If the tenants to the 

church 
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church were honed farmers, they would pay their fines 
and rents with chearfulnefs, improve their lands, and 
thank God. they were to give but a moderate half value 
for what they held. I have heard a man* of a thoufand 
pounds a year talk with great contempt of bifhops leafes, 
as being on a worfe foot than the reft of his eftate ; and 
he had certainly reafen : my anfwer was, that fuch leafes 
were originally intended only for the benefit of induftri- 
ous hufbandmen, who would think it a great bleffing to 
be fo -provided for, inftead of having his farm fcrewed up 
to the height, not eating one comfortable meal in a year, 
nor able to find fhoes for his children. 

I know not any advantage that cam-accrue by fuch a 
bill, except the preventing of perjury injury men, and 
falfe dealing in tenants ; which is a remedy like that of 
giving my money to an highwayman, before he attempts 
to take it by force ; and fo I (hall be fure to prevent the 
fin of robbery. # 

i I had wrote -thus far,- and thought to havejjiade an 
end ; when a bookfeller fent me a fmall pamphlets in tit- 
led, The cafe of tht laity, *witb fome queries ; full of the 
ftrongel); malioe againft the clergy, that I have anywhere 
met with fince the reign of Toland, and others of that 
tribe. Thefe kinds of advocates do infinite mifchief to 
our good cause by giving grounds to the unjuft re- 
proaches of Tories and Jacobites, who charge us 
with being enemies to the church. If I bear an hearty 
unfeigned loyalty to his Majefty King GEORGE and the 
houfe of Hanover, not fhaken in the leaft by the hard- 
ships we lie under, which never can be imputable to fo 
gracious a prince; if I fincerely abjure the Pretender, 
and all Popish Successors ; if 1 bear a' due venera- 
tion to the glorious memory of the late King WILLIAM, 
who preserved thefe' kingdoms from Popery and Sla* 
very with the expence of his blood, and hazard of his 
life ; and laftly, if I am for a proper indulgence to all 
diflenters, i think nothing more can be jeaionably de- 
manded of me as a Whig, and that my political catechifiA 
is full and complete. But whoever, under the fhelterof 
that party denomination, and of many great profeflions 
of loyaky, would deftroy, or undermine, oHrijure the 
church eftabiithed; I utteily di&wn him, and think he 

. Vt>L. III. Y ought 
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ought to chufe another name of diflin&ion for himfelf 
and his adherents. I came into .the caufe upon other prin- 
ciples, which by the grace of God I mean to preserve as 
Jong as I live. Shall we juftify the accufations of our ad- 
yerfaries ? Hoc Itbacus W/7.-*-The Tories and Jaco- 
bites will behold us, with a malicious pleafure, deter- 
mined upon the ruin of our friends. For is not the pre- 
fent fet of bifhops almoft entirely of that number, as 
well as a great majority of the principal clergy ? And a 
ihort time will reduce the whole by vacancies upon death. 

.An impartial reader, if he pleafes to examine what I 
have already faid, will eafily anfwer the bold queries in 
the pamphlet I mentioned ; he will be convinced, that 
the reafon ftill ftrongly exifts, for which that limiting law 
-was ena&ed. A reafonable man will wonder, where can 
be the infuiFerable grievance, that an eccleliaflical land- 
lord mould expeft a moderate or a third part value in 
rent for his lands, when his title is at leaii as ancient 
and as legal as that of a layman ; who is yet but feldbm 
guilty of giving fuch beneficial bargains. Has the nation 
been thrown into confuiion ? and have many poor fami- 
lies been ruined by rack-rents paid for the lands of the 
church ? Does the nation cry out to have a law that mull 
in time fend their biftiops a begging ? But, God be thank- 
ed, the clamours of enemies to the church is not.yef the 
cry, and I hope will never prove the voice of the nation. 
The clergy, I conceive, will hardly allow that the people 
maintain them, any more than in the ienfe that all land- 
lords whatfoever are maintained by the people. Suchaf- 
fertions as thefe, and the insinuations they carry along 
with them, proceed from. principles which cannot be a- 
vowed by thofe, who are for preferving the. happy con- 
stitution in church and Hate. Whoever were the propo- 
fers of fuch queries, it might have provoked a bold wri- 
ter to retaliate, perhaps with more juftice than prudence, 
\>y Shewing at whoie door the grievance lies, and that 
the biihops at leait are not to anfwer for the poverty of 
tenants. 

To gratify this great reformer, who enlarges the Epif* 
copal rent roll almoft one half, let me fuppofe that all 
the church lands in the kingdom were thrown up to the 
laity j would the tenants in fuch a cafe fit eafier ifrtlicir 
i .: ■'"•'. Pints 
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rents than they do now? 6r, would the money be e-^ 
flually fpent in the kingdom ? No ; the farmer would be 
Krewed up to the utmoft penny by the agents and flew- 
ards of absentees, and the revenues employed in making 
a figure at London : to which city a full third part of the* 
whole income of Ireland is annually returned, to anfwer 
that fmgle article of maintenance for Irifh landlords. 

Another of- his quarrels is againft pluralities and 
iton-refidenee ': as to the former, it is a word of ill name* 
burnot well underftobd. The clergy having been ftripped 
of the greateft part of their revenues, the glebes being 
generally loftj the tythes in the hands of laymen, the? 
churches demolished, and the- country depopulated ; iff 
order to preferve a- face of chriffianity, it was neceifary tor 
tfnite final I vicarages fufficienrto make a tolerable main- 
tenance for ammifter. The profit of* ten or a dozen of * 
thefe unions fejdoih amounts tb above eighty or an hun-* 
dred pounds a year. If there be a very few dignitaries, 
whofe preferments are perhaps more liable to this accufa- 
tion, it is to be fuppofed, they may be favourites of the 
time ; or perfons of fuperior merit, for whoni there hath * 
ever been (bme indulgence i» all governments. 
• " As to non-refidence, If believe there 'is no chriftian-* 
country upon earth, where the clergy have, Iefs to anfwer 
lor upon that article. ' I u am -confident there are not ten: 
clergymen in the kingdom, who properly fpeaking can be* 
termed non-refidents : for ferrety we are not to reckon in 
that number thofe, who for want of glebes are forced to 
retire to the neareft neighbouring village for a cabin *tqr 
put their heads in ; the leading man of the parifh; when 
fee makes the greateft clamour, being lead difpofed to ac- 
commodate the minifter with an acre of ground. And 
indeed, confidering the difficulties; the clergy lie under. 
upon this head, it hath been frequent matter of 1 wonder * 
to me 9 how they are able to perform that part of their 
duty fo well as they do. ; 

TlHEitfE is a* noble -author; who hath lately addref- 
fed to thehoufe of commons an excellent * difcourfe for" 
the encouragement of agriculture ; full of moft ufeful •• 
fefnts, which! hope 'that honourable aflenjbly will con-* 

Y2 Hder.- 
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fider as they deferve. I am not a Granger 'to his Lord- 
ihip ; and excepting in .what relates to the church, there 
are few perfons with whofe opinions I anv better pleafed 
to agree ; and am therefore grieved, when 1 find him 
charging the inconveniencies in the payment of tythes 
upon the clergy and their proftors. His Lordfhip. is 
above confidering a very known and vulgar truth, that 
the mean ell farmer hath all manner of advantages again ft 
the moft powerful clergy mari, by whom it is impoffibler 
lie can be wronged, altho* the minifter were ever fo. evil 
difpofed ; the whole fyftem of teizing, perplexing, and 
defrauding the pro&or, or his mailer, being as well known 
to every plowman, as the reaping or fowing of his corn, 
and much more artfully pra&ifea. Befides, the leading 
roan in the parifh muft have his tythes at his owft rate* 
which is hardly ever above qne quarter of .the value; 
And I have heard it computed by mafcy:fk*j[fu;l pbfer-? 
vers, whofe intereft was not concerned, .that the clergy 
did not receive throughout the kingdom one half of what 
the laws have made their due. 

As to his Lordfhip's di icon tent againft the bifhops- 
court, I fhall not interpofe farther than in venturing my, 
private opinion, that the clergy would be very gald to 
recover their juft dues by a more ihort, decifive, and 
compulfive method, than fuch a cramped and limited 
jurifdi&ion will allow. 

His Lordfhip is not the only perfon difpofed to give 
the clergy the honour of being the fole encouragers of 
al> new improvements. If hops, hemp, flax, and twenty 
things more are to be planted, the clergy alone muft reward 
the induflrious farmer by abatement of the ty the. What ut 
the owner of nine parts in ten would pleafe to abate ,pro«i 
pprtionably in his rent for every acre thus improved ? 
Would not a man juft dropt from the clouds, upon a full 
hearing, judge the demand to be at leaft as reafonable J 

I believe no man will difpute his Lordfhip's title to his 
eftate; nor will T the jus di<vimm of tythes, vqhich he 
mentions with forae emotion. I fuppofe the affirmative 
would be of little advantage to the clergy, for the feme 
reafon that a maxim in law hath more] weight in the 
workl, than an article of faith* And* yet I thmk there 
may be fuch a thing as facrilege^ becaufeit is frequently 

,• t • * ►. * *'- *-• even* 
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mentioned by Greek and Roman authors, as wejl as de- 
fcribed in holy writ. This I am fure of j that his Lord- 
ihip would, at any time excufe a parliament for not* 
concerning itfelf in his properties without his own con- 
fentc 

The obfervations I have made upon, his Lordihip's • 
difcourfe, have not I confefs been altogether proper to * 
my fubjeft : however, fince he hath been pleafed therein 
to offer fome proppfals to the houfe of -Commons with » 
relation to the clergy, I hope he will excufe me for * 
differing from him ; which proceeds from his own * 
principle, the defire of defending liberty, and property*, 
tharhe hath'fo ftrenuoufly and conflantfy maintained; 

But the other writer openly declares 4bra law im- - 
powering the bilhops to fet fee-farms ; and fays '"-Who-' 
** ever intimates, that they" will denp their confentttf fach* « 
**• a reafonable law, which the whole nation cries for, are' 
" enemies to them and the.church." Whether this be his : » 
real opinion, or only a Aram of mirth and irony, the mat- 
ter is not much; However/ my fentiments are fo di- 
rectly contrary to-his, that, I think,- whoever impartial \f * 
reads and confiders what I have written upon this argu- 
ment, hath either no regard for the church eftablifhed '> 
under the hierarchy of bilhops, pr will never content to • 
any law, that ihall repeal or elude the limiting claule re* ; - 
lating to the real half value, contained in the a£Vof par- 
liament deamo Caroii, "-For theprcfervatkm of the inhe- 
"ritancej rights and profits of latids belonging to the* 
? church andperibns ecclefiaftical"; which Was grounded- 
upon reafdns, that do ftUl-and muitfc* ever fubfik 
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The PRESBYTERIANS Plea of Merit 
in order to take off the Test, impartially 
examined. • . 



fWtitrea in the year 1 7jx *.} 



WE have been told in the common news papers, 
that all attempts axe to be made this fe&on by 
the Prefby terians and their abettors for taking off the teft; 
as a kind of preparatory ftep to make it go down 
fmoother in England. For if once their light would fo* 
fhine, the Papifts delighted with the blaze would all 
come in and dance about it. This I take to be a prudent 
iriethod ; like that of a difcreet phyfician* who firft give* 
a new medicine to a dog, before he prefcribes it to a hu> 
man creature -K , , 

. ' : ' : Thb 

* * 

* Sec a letter on this fubjeel, P. 2x4. of this volume; which 
was reprinted in Ireland on the fame occafion that produced this- 
and the three following trafts. 

f The author begin* thistra<a m the true v«in <jf wit and fpi- 
rit> by fayiog.r— " We ha.ve.becn.toid.in the cDrruron news. p»- 
** pers, that all attempts are to be ftoade this (cjHoa by the Prefty- 
.•*" terians and their abettors for taking off the teft ;, as a kind of 
** preparatory *ftcp Wrhake' it go* clown fmootrtef * in EngTanJ. 
•• For if once their light would fo ftane, the Papifts delighted with 
" the blaze would all come in and dance about it. This I take 
" lo be » prudent method ; like that of a difcreet phyfician, who 
44 firft gives a new medicine to a dog, before he prescribes 'it* to* 

** human creature.** 1 have quoted this ihort paiTpge for the 

; ftyle, as well as the matter; and I dare fay, even from hence 
you will be confirmed in one general' observation, that Swift main- 
tains and conduces his metaphors and alJufions, with a juftnefs 
particularly delicate and exa&, and without the lead ftifthefs or 
jrrlcclation . I have formed/ mentioned in what degree of con- 
tempt and hatred he held the Dif tenters, efpecially the Pre/byte- 
rians [above, p. 214 ] ; and I need only add, that as this pam- 
phlet was written for the meridian* of Ireland, it ought to have 
been placed with the other tracts on the £une {ubjclt* Qrtv}* 
Arid fo it is placed to this edition* 
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' The Premyteriaas- have, ever fince the Revolution,; 
directed their learned cafuifts to employ, their pens 00 
this fubjeft bylhewing the merits and pretentions, upon* 
which they claim this juflice, as founded upon the fer* 
vices, they did towards the reftoration of King Charles IT^ 
and at the Revolution under the Prince of Orange. WhkJ* 
pleas' I take to be the moil lingular in their kind that e* 
verwere offered in the face of thd fim agaioft the roafc 

flaring lights of truth, and agatnft a continuation of pu- 
lic fa£ts known to all Europe for twenty years* together,' 
J (hall therefore impartially examine the merits and con- 
dud of the Preiby terians Upon thofe two great events ;. 
and the pretentions to favour, which th*ey challenge up- 
on, them. 

Soon after the reformation of the church in Englanct 
under Edward VI. upon Queen Mary's Succeeding to*' 
the crown (who refiored Popery), many Proteftants fleet: 
out of England to efcape the perfection raifed again ft 
the church, as her brother had left it eftablimed. Some 
of theie exiles went to Geneva; which city had recei- 
ved the doltrme of Calvin, and rejected the government 
of biihops 5 with mai*y6ther refinements. Thefe Ea- 
glifh exiles readily embraced the Geneva fyftem \ and ha- 1 
vtng added further improvements of their own, upon* 
Queen Mary's death returned to England ; where they 
preached up their new opinions, inveighing bitterly a> 
- gain ft Epiicopacy, and all rites* and ceremonies, however 
innocent? and antient in the church : building upon thi» 
foundation ; to run as far as poffible from Popery even* 
in the moft minute and indifferent cincu-toftances. This? 
faction, under' the name oipuritatt, •became very turbu- 
lent during the whole reign of Queen- Elizabeth,, and 
were always difcouraged by that wife Qtieen> as well as? 
by her two (ucceftbrs. However, their numbers, as well 
as their indolence and perverfenefs fofar increased, that 
ibon after the death of King jattteft {. many inifcances of 
their petulancy and fcfcrrilily are tobe feen in -their pam* 
phlets written for foroe year* after (whkh was «a'tradfr 
they began in the days of Queen" Elizabeth) particularly 
with great rancour againft the biftiops, the habits, add? 
the ceremonies ; • focK we*e thofe feurrilpus Ubel6 under 
the title of Mania Mar prelate, and fe vend others. And 

altho* 
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altho' the Earl of Clarendon tells us, until the year 1640 ' 
(as I remember) the kingdom was in a ftate of perfect 
peace and happinefs, without the leaft -appearance of- 
thought or defign towards making any alterations in re- 
ligion or government; yet I have found, by often rum- 
maging for old books in Little Brkain and Ducklane, a-. 
great number .o£ pamphlets printed from the year 1630- 
fo 1640 full of as bold and impious railing expeffions a- 
gainft the lawful power of the crown,, and the order of 
bifhops, as ever were uttered enuring the rebellion or the 
whole fubfequeht tyranny of that fanatic anarchy. How- 
ever I End it maaifeft, that Puritanifm did not erect itfelf » 
into a new feparate fpectes of religion tilt fame time af- 
ter the rebellion began. For in the latter times of King; 
James I. and the former part of his fon, there were fe- 
veral puritan bifhops,- and many puritan private clergy*' 
men ; while people went as their inclinations led them? 
to hear preachers of each party in the parilh churches ; 
for the puritan . clergy had received epifcopal orders a* 
well as the reft. • But' loon after the rebellion broke out,, 
the term puritan gradually dtopt, and that of pre/by terian . 
fucceeded ; whioh fed was in two or- three years efta»> 
blifhed in all its forms, by what they called anx>rdinance 
of the Lords and Commons* without coafultinff the 
King, who was then at war agaumVhis rebels.- And from* 
this period the church continued under perfecutkm, un-* 
til monarchy was reftored in the year 4600., . 

In a year or two after we began to hear- of anew par-' 
ty rifen,. and gowing in the parliament as- well as the ar-* 
my, under the name- of independent : k ipread indeed? 
fomewhat more . in the latter % . bat not equal . with the 
Prefbyterians either in weight or number, xmxil the very 
time the King was- murdered. 

Whih the King, who-was then a prifoner m the i/le of 
Wight, had made this laftjconceffions for a peace to the 
commiifioners of the parliament^ who attended hjn* there 5 
upon their return to London they reported his Majefty's* 
anfwer in the houfe. Whereupon a number of moderate 
members, who, as Ludlow fays, had fecured their own 
terms with that Prince, managed with fo much art as to 
obtain a majority in a thin houfe for PafiLng a vote, that 

.4* 



"F X E A .op MERI T. " *6t 

the. King's, cpncejfidns nverh a ground for a future fettJementi 
But the gteat officers of the artny joining with the dif» 
contented members came to. a refolution of excluding 
all thofe who had con fen ted to that vote ; which they 
executed in a military way. Ireton told Fairfax the Ge- 
neral, a rigid Preibyterian, of this resolution ; who there-* 
ppon iffued his orders for drawing- out the army the next 
morning, and, -placing guards rn Weftminiler-hall, the 
court of requefts, and the lobby ; whoJ in obedience to 
the General: in conjunction with thofe. ; members who 
had oppofed the vote, . would let no* member eater the 
fconfe except thofe of their own- party. Upon which the 
queftion for bringing the King to jufHcfc was immediate* 
ly put, and carried, without bppofitibn/ that lean £iwfc 
Then an order was made for his trial; the time and place 
appointed j .the judges named*i of ^om Fairfax hiinifelf 
was. one; -akho' bythe advice ©r>threats:of his wife he 
declined fitting- arnong them/ However, by fre(h orders 
under his own hand, which I have feen in print, he apt 
pointed guards to attend- the judges at the' trial, and to 
keep the city in quiet ; as he did likewife to prevent 
any oppolition from the people: upon the day of exeeus 

Fr?om what Ihdire already^ deducedit appears manifefti 
that .the differences between thofe. twoife&s* Preiby terian 
and Independent, did not then amount to half fo muck 
as what there is between a Whig and Tory at prefent.a* 
mong us. The defign of utterly extirpating monarchy 
and EpHbopacy was* Equally the iatrie in both ; evidently 
theconfequence of the very fame principles, upon which 
the Prefbyteijans ajogte began* continued, -.-and wouhi 
have endfed in the fame.4v4nts $ if towards thetconclufioa 
they hkdrnot been beardedby that new party, with whom 
they could not agree about dividing the fpoik Howe,, 
ver, they held a good ihare of civil and military employe 
ments during the whole time of the* ufurpatibn ; and 
their names, actions and preferments are frequent in the 
accounts of thofe. nebes. ' For I make so* doubt, that all* 
the priident Preibyteriana complied in proper ieaibns, 
falling in wjth the ftream ; and thereby got that (hare in 
employments, which many of them held to the reftora*. 

. , . tiou; 
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tion ; and perhaps too many of them after- In the fame* 
manner we find our wifeft Tories in both kingdoms, up- 
on the change of hands and meafures at die Queen^ 
death, have endeavoured for fcverat' years by due com- 
pliances to recover the time they had loft by a temporary 
obftinacy; wherein they have well fucceeded, according 
to their degrees- of merit; of whbfe names I could here 
make honourable mention* if . I did not fear k might oft 
fend their modefty: As to what is altedged, that • fome 
of the Prefbyterians declared openly againft the King's* 
murder ; 1 allow it to be true. But from what motives ? 
No other can poffibty be affigned than perfect fpight; 
rage, and envy, to and themselves wormed out of all 
power by a new? infant fpawn of ' Independents fprung 
from their own bowels. ^ it is true, the> differences in re- 
ligious tenets between' them are* very few fend trifling 5 
the chief quarrel, as far as I remember, relating- to con* 
gregational and' national 1 aflemblies. Bat where-ever fn- 
tereft or power think fit to interfere, it little imports 
what principles the oppoffre parties think fit to charge 
upon each other : for we fee at this day, that the Tories 
are. more Jiated by the whole fet of zealous Whigs, than 
the very Papifts themfelves; and in effect as much tun 
qualified for the fmstteft' office I altiio* both thefe 
parties aflat themfelves to be of the fame religion in 
all its branches of do&rine and difcipline ; and pro- 
refs the fame loyalty to the fame Protefhmt King and 
his heirs. 

If the reader would know what became of this Inde- 
pendent party, ' upon whom ait the mifchief is char- 
ged by their ■ Prefbvterian brethren, he may pleafe to 
obferve, that during the whole usurpation they con- 
tended by degrees with their parent ie£t, and as I 
have already faid, fhared in employments; and gra- 
dually, after the reiteration, mingled with the, mafs of 
Prefbyterians : lying ever mice undiftinguifhed in the 
herd of difjfenters. 

. The Pteibyterian merit is of as Kttle weight, when 
they alledge themfelves inftrumental towards the King's 
reftoration. The kingdom grew tired with thoffe rld&tti 
lous models of government : fjrft by a houfeof-Lotd* tfnd 
Gematf>n& without a King j then without bifhops ; after- 
wards 
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wards by a ramp * and lords temporal ; then by a ramp 
alone ; next by a-fingle peribn for life, in conjunction with 
a council ; by agitators ; by major-generals ; by a new 
kind of representatives from the three kingdom^ ; by the 
keepers of the liberties of England ; with other (chemes 
that have dipt out of my memory. Cromwell was dead ; 
his fon Richard a weak ignorant wretch, who gave up 
his monarchy much in the fame manner with the two u- 
furping kings of Brentford f ; the people haratied with 
taxes and other oppreffions. The King's party, then 
called the Cavaliers, began to recover their fpirits. The 
few nobility fcattered thro' the kingdom, who lived in a 
moil retired manner, obferving the confufion of things, 
could no longer endure to be ridden by bakers, coblers, 
brewers, and the like at the head of armies, and plun- 
dering every where like French dragoons. The rump 
aftembly grew defpicable to thofe, who had raifed them : 
the city of London exhaufted by a&moft twenty years con- 
tributing to their .Own ruin, declared againft them. The 
rutofa after many deaths and refurreltions, was in the 
Hioft contemptuous manner kicked out and burnt in ef- 
figy. The excluded members were let in : a free Parlia- 
ment called in as legal a manner as the times would al- 
low, and the King reftored. 

The fecond claim of Prefbyterian merit is founded 
upon their fervices againft the dangerous defigns of King 
James II. ; . while that Prince was uling all his endea- 
vours to introduce Popery, which he openly profeffed. 
upon his coming to the crown :' to this they add their 
eminent fervices at the revolution under the Prinjce of 
Orange. 

Now the quantum of Prefbyterian merit during the 
four years reign of that weak, bigotted, and ill advifed 
Prince*' as well as at the time of the revolution, will eafi- 
\y be computed by a recourie to a great number of hifto- 
ries, pamphlets and public papers, printed in thofe times 
and fome afterwards ; befides the verbal teftimonies of 

many 



* This name was given to that part of the houfe of Commons, 
whith remained after the moderate men had been expelled by 
military force,. Haiv&ef. 1 "' 
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many perfons yet alive, who are old enough to have 
known and obferved the DHTenters conduct in that crxti- 
cal period.. 

It is agreed, that upon* King Charles II.'s death, foon 
after his faccefibr had pablicly owned himfelf a Roman 
Catholic," he began with his nrft carefles to the church 
party ; from whom having received very cold difcoura- 
ging ahfwers, he applied to the Prefbyterian leaders and 
teachers ; being advifed by his priefts and Popifh cour- 
tiers, that the fafell method towards introducing his own 
religion would be by taking off the facramental ted, and 
giving a full liberty of conference to all religions, (I 
fuppofe that profefied Chriftiariity.) It feems that the 
* Prefbyterians in the latter years of King Charles II. 
upon account of certain plots (allowed by Bifhop Burnet 
to be genuine) had been for a fhort time forbid to hold 
their conventicles. Whereupon thefe charitable Chrifti- 
ans, out of perfect refentment againft the church, receiv- 
ed the gracious offers of King James with the ftrongeft 
profefTtoas of loyalty, and highefr. acknowledgements for 
his favour. I have feen feveral of their addrefTes, full of 
thanks and praifes, with bitter infinuations of what they 
had fuffered ; putting themfeives and the Papifts upn the 
fame foot, as fellow- fufFerers for confluence ; and with 
the ftyle of our brethren' the Roman Catholics. About 
this time began the project of clofeting (which hath fince 
been pra&ifed many times with more art and fuccefs) 
where the principal gentlemen of the kingdom were pri- 
vately catechifed by his Majefty to know whether, if a 
new Parliament were called, they would agree to pafs an 
aft for repealing the facramental teft, and eftabliihing a 
general liberty of cdnfeience. But he received fo little 
encouragement, that defparring of fuccefs, he had recourfe 
to his difpenfing power, which the judges iad determine 
ed to be part of. his prerogative. By t:o1out of this de* 
termination he preferred. feveral Prefbyterians, and many 
Papifts, . to civil and. military employments. While the 
King was thus bulled, it is well known that Monfieur 
Fagel the Dutch envoy in London, delivered the opinion 
of the Prince and.Princefs of Orange concerning the repeal 
of the teft ; whereof the King had fent an account to 
their HighneiTes, to know how far they approved of it 

• ;U .. .:■:•; .- Tjie 
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The fubftance of their anfwer, as reported by Fagel, was 
this, *« That their HighneiTes thought very well of a 
liberty of conference ; but by no means of giving em- 
ployments to any other perfons than thofe who were of 
the national church." This opinion was confirmed by 
(everal reafons : I cannot be more particular, not having 
the paper by me, altho' it hath been printed in many ac- 
counts of thofe times. And thus much every moderate 
churchman would perhaps fubmit to : but to truft any part 
of the civil power in the hands of thofe whofe intereft, 
inclination, conference, and former practices have been 
wholly turned to introduce a different fyftem of religion 
and government, hath very few examples in any chrifHan 
Hate ; nor any at all in Holland, the great patronefs of 
universal toleration. 

Upon the firft intelligence King Tames received of an 
intended invafion by the Prince of Orange, among great 
numbers of Papifts to increafe his troops he gave commif- 
fions to feveral Prefbyterians ; fome of whom had been 
officers under the rump ; and particularly he placed one 
Richards, a noted Prefbyterian, at the nead of a regi- 
ment, who had been governor of Wexford in Cromwell's 
time, and is often* mentioned by Ludlow in his Memoirs. 
This regiment was raifed in England againft the Prince of 
Orange : the colonel made his fon a captain^ whom I 
knew, and who was as zealous a Prefbyterianas his fa- 
ther. However, at the time of the Prince's landng, the 
father, eafily forefeeing how things would go, went over 
like many others to the Prince, who continued him in his 
regiment ; but coming over a year or two after, to affift 
in railing the fiege orfoerry, he behaved himfelf fo like 
either a coward or a traitor, that his regiment was taken 
from him. 

I will now confider the conduct of the church party 
during the whole reign of that unfortunate King. They 
were fo unanimous againft promifrng to pafs an act for re- 
pealing the teft, and eftablifhing a general liberty of con- 
ference, that the King durft not truft a Parliament ; but 
encouraged by the profeflions of loyalty given him by his 
Prefbyterian friends, went on with his difpenfing power* 
The church clergy at that time are allowed to have 
written the beft collection of tracts againft Popery* that 
Vol, III. Z ever 
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ever appeared in England j which are to this day in the 
higheft efteem. But upon the ftri&eft inquiry, I could ' 
never hear of above one or two papers publifhed by the 
Prefbyterians at that time upon the fame fubjecY. Seven 

Ereat prelates (he of Canterbury among the reft), were 
:nt to the tower for prefenting a petition, wherein they 
defired to be excufed in not obeying an illegal command 
from the King. The Bifhop of London, Br Com p ton, 
was fummoned to anfwer before the commiffioners for ec-, 
clefiaftical affairs for not fufpending Dr Sharp (afterwards 
Archbifhop of York) by the King's command. If the 
Prefbyterians expreffed the fame zeal upon any occafion, 
the inflancesof it are not, as I can find, left upon record, 
or tranfmitted by tradition. The proceedings againft 
Magdalen college in Oxford, for refuting to comply with 
the King's mandate for admitting a profefled Papift upon 
their foundation, are a (landing proof of the courage and 
firmnefs in religion {hewn by that learned fociety to the 
ruin of their fortunes. The Prefbyterians know very 
well, that I could produce many more inftances of the 
fame kind. But thefe are enough in fo fhort a paper as 
I intend at prefent. 

It is indeed very true, that after King William was 
fettled on the Englifh throne, the Prefbyterians began to 
appear, and offer their credentials, and demand favour : 
and the new King having been originally bred a Calvinift 
was defirous enough to make them eafy (if that would do 
it) by a legal toleration; altho'in his heart he never bore 
much affecuon to that fed; nor defigned to favour them' 
farther than as it flood with the prefent fcheme of politics ; 
as I have long fince been allured by the greateft men of 
Whig principles at that time in England. 

It is likewife true, nor will it be denied, that when the 
King was pofTefTed of the Englifh crown, and the remain- 
der of the quarrel was left to be decided in this kingdom; 
the Prefbyterians wifely chofe to join with the Proteflant 
army, rather than with that of King James their old friend, 
whofe affairs were then in a manner defperate. They 
were wife enough to know, that this kingdom divided a- 
gainft itfelf could never prevail againft the united power 
of England. They fought pro arts etfoiis ; for their eftates 
and religion ; which latter will never fuffer fo much by 

.;, the 
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die church of England, as by that of Rome, where they 
are counted heretics as well as we : and coniequently they 
have no other game to play. Bat what merit they can 
build upon having joined with a Protectant army, under a 
king they acknowledged, to defend their own liberties and 
-properties againita Popifh enemy under an abdicated king;. 
is, 1 confefs, to me abfolutely inconceivable ; and I be* 
lieve will equally be fo for ever to any reafonable man. 

When thefe feftaries were feveral years ago making 
the fame attempt for aboliihing the teft, many groundless, 
reports were induitrioufly and feaibnably fpread of an in- 
ration threatened by the Pretender on the north of Ire* 
land. At which time thePrefbyterians in their pamphlets 
argued in a menacing manner, that if the Pretender 
•would invade thofe parts of the kingdom, where the 
numbers and eflates of the DifTenters chiefly lav, they 
would fit ftill, and let us fight our own battles : fince 
they were to reap no advantage, which ever fide mould 
be victors. If this were the courfe they intended to take 
in fuch a cafe, I defire to know how they could contrive 
fafely to ftand neuters, otherwife than by a compact with 
the Pretender and his army to iupport their neutrality, 
and pro teft them againfl the forces of the crown ? This, 
is a necefiary fuppofition ; becaufe they mud otherwife 
have inevitably been a prey to both. However, by this, 
frank declaration they fufficiendy fhewed their good wilfc 
and confirmed the common charge laid at their door ; that 
a Scottifh or northern Prefbyterian hates our Epifcopal 
eftablifhed church more than Popery itferf. And the rea- 
fon for this hatred is natural enough ; becaufe it is the 
church alone, that ftands in the way between them and, 
power, which Popery doth not: 

Upon this occafion 1 am in fome doubt, whether the 
political fpreaders of thofe chimerical invafions made a: 
judicious choice in fixing the northern parts of Ireland for 
that romantic enterprize. Nor can 1 well underftand the* 
wifdom of the Prefbyterians in countenancing and con* 
firming thofe reports ; becaufe it feems to caft a- mod in- 
famous reflexion upon the loyalty and religious principles 
of their whole body : for if there had been any truth in 
the matter, the confequence muft have been allowed, 
that the Pretender counted upon more affiftance-from his 

Z2 _ father's. 



*6S Thb PRESBYTERIANS 

father's friends the PrtSbyterians by chufing to land in 
thofe very parts, where their number, wealth and power 
moft prevailed, rather than among thofe of his own reli- 
gion. And therefore in charity to this (e& 1 rather in- 
cline to believe, that thofe reports of an invaSion were 
formed and fpread by the race of (ball politicians, in or- 
der to do a feafonable jobb. 

As to Popery in general, which for a thoufand years 
paft hath been introducing and multiplying corruptions 
both in do&nne and discipline ; I look upon it to be the 
xnoft abford fyftem of Christianity profeSTed by any nation. 
But I cannot apprehend this kingdom to be in much dam- 
per from it. The eftates of Papifts are very few j crum- 
iling into fmall parcels, and daily diminishing ; t£eir com- 
mon people are Sunk in poverty, ignorance and cowardice; 
and of as little confequence as women and children. 
Their nobility and gentry are at leaft one half ruined, 
baniihed, or converted j they all foundly feel the fmart 
of what they fuirered in the laft Iriih war : f6tnj* of them 
are already retired into foreign countries ; others, as I 
am told, intend to follow them ; and the reft, I believe, 
to a roan, who SHU poSiefs any lands, are absolutely de- 
termined never to hazard them again for the- fake of efta* 
bliShing their foperftition. If it hath been thought fit, as 
fome obferve, to abate of the law's rigour againft Poperr 
in this kingdom, I am confident it was done for very wife 
reafons, considering the Situation of affairs abroad at dif- 
ferent times, and the intereft of the Proteftant religion in 
general. And as I do not find the leaft fault iji this pro* 
needing ; fo I do not conceive, why a funk difcarded parr 
ty, who neither expect nor defire any thing more than a 
quiet life, Should under the names of bigh«fy*r$ % jatobittt* 
and many other vile appellations, be charged fo often in 
print and at common tables with endeavouring to intro- 
duce Popery and the Pretender ; while the Papifb abhor 
them above all other men on account of feverities againft 
their priefts in her late Majefty's reign,, when the now 
disbanded reprobate party was in power. This I was 
convinced of fome years ago by a long journey intf> the 
fouthern parts ; where I had the curiofity to Send for 
many priefts of the .parishes I paSTed thro', and to my 
great &tis£aftion fewd'them wxy where abounding in 

profeS&oas 



PL * A of ME KM TT 9699 

ytoftffions of loyalty to die late King George; for which 
they gave me the rcaibns above mentioned ; at the fame- 
time complaining bitterly of the hanrifhips they fu&ered 
radeT the. Queen's kftminifiry. 

I return Itipftvthis digrefhon to die raodeft demands of ' 
^ Preibytenaiw for arepealof thefacramental tell, as. 
a reward for their, menu at the reiteration and the revo* 
lation ; whkh merits Lhave fairly, rcpreiented, as well as . 
my memory would allow me. If I have committed any 
mifiakes, they muft be of little moment* The fa&s and. 
prindpalcjrciunftaiices are what I have obtained and di- 
geited from reading the Iriftonet of thofe time* written- 
by each party ; and many thou&nds have done the fame 
aa weilaa I, who I am fure have in their minds drawn* 
the fame conckfions. 

This is the fa&km, and thefe the men* who are nowr 
refuming their applications, and giving in their bills of 
merit to both kingdoms upon two points, which of all o* 
thers they have the leaft pretentions to offer. I havecoi* 
lecled the facls with all poffible impartiality from the cur* 
rent hiftories of thofe times;, and have (hewn* ahho 9 ' 
very briefly, the gradual proceedings of thofe fe&aries* 
Under the denominations of Purit***,* Prejbyteriant and. 
Ifideftndtnts for about the {pace of an hundred and eighty 
years, from the beginning of Queen Elisabeth .to this pre* 
fent time. But notwithstanding all that can be ftid, thefe 
very fehiftnatics (for (uch they are in temporals as well aa 
fpirituals) ane now again expe&uftg, Jblicitmg and de- 
manding (not without iofittuattd threats*, according to* 
their coftom) that the Parliament fhould fix them upon, 
an equal foot with the church eftabliihed. I would fain 
know to what branch of the legislature they can have the 
forehead to apply. Not to my itords the.btthops ; who 
muft have often read how the predeceffors of this very* 
fa&ion,. a&ng upon the fame principles, drove the whole 
bench out of the houfe ; who were then, and hitherto 
continue, one of the three eftates : not to the temporal 
peers, the fecond of the three efates, who mofi have 
heard* that immediately after thofe rebellious fanatics had 
murdered their king, they voted a houfe of Lords to be 
ufekfi and dangerous, and would let them fit no longer* 
otherwife than. when. deft ed as Commoners : not to the 
x. Z 3 houfe 
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houfe of Commons; who mail have heard, that in thole 
fanatic times the Prefbyterian and Independent command- 
ers in the army by military power expelled all the mode- 
rate men out of the houfe, and left a rump to govern the 
nation : laftly, not to the crown ; which thofe very faints 
deftined to rule the tertb trampled under their feet, and 
then in cold blood murdered the blefled wearer. 

But the feflson now approaching, and a clan of diffent- 
ing teachers being come up to town from their northern 
head quarters, accompanied by many of their elders and 
agents, and fupported by a general contribution to folicit 
their eftablifhment with a capacity of holding all military 
as well as civil employments, I think it high time that 
this paper mould fee the light. However, I cannot con- 
clude without freely confeffing, that if the Preibyterians- 
fhould obtain their ends, 1 could not be forry to find them 
miftaken in the point, which they have moil at heart by 
the repeal of the teft; I mean the benefit of employ- 
ments. For after all, what aiTurance can a Scottifli nor- 
thern Diflentet born on Irifli ground have, that he (halt 
be treated with as much favour as a TXUE S€OT born 
beyond the Tweed r 

1 am ready enough to believe, that all I have faid will 
avail but tittle. I have the common excuie of other men, 
when I think myielf bound by all religious and civil tie* 
to difcharge my confidence, and to warn my countrymen- 
upon this important occafios. It is true, the advocates 
for this fchecae promife a new world after this blefled 
work (hall be compleated ; that all animofity and fa&ioo 
muft immediately drop ; that the only diitin&ion in this- 
kingdom will then be 6f Papift and JProteftant : for as to 
" Whig and Tory, high church and low church, Jacobite 
" and Hanoverian, codrt and country party, Engliih and 
Irifh interests, Diflcnters and Conformists, new light and 
old light, Anabaptift and Independent, Quaker and 
Muggletoniaa j" they will aHfmeef and jumble together 
into a perfect harmony at the feflioris and aifizes, on the 
bench and in the revenues; And upon the whole, in all 
civil and military trufts, no* excepting the great councils 
of the nation. For it is wifely argued thus : that a king- 
dom being no more than a larger knot of friends met to- 
gether, it is againft the roles of good manners to fhut any 
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perfon out of the company, except the Papifts, who pro* 
fefs themfelves of another club. 

I am at a lofs to know, what arts the Prefby terian fe& 
intends to ufe in convincing the world of their loyalty to 
kingly government, which (long before the prevalence, or 
even the birth of their Independent rivals) as foon as the 
King's forces were overcome, declared their principles to 
be againfl monarchy, as well as epiicopacy and the houfe 
of Lords, even until the King was reftored : at which event 
altho' they were forced to fubmit to the pre fen t power, 
yet I have not heard, that they did ever to this day re* 
nounce any one principle, by which their predecefibre 
then atted ; yet this they have been- challenged to do, or 
at lead to ihew that others have done it for them, by a 
certain * doftor, who, as I am told, hath much employ- 
ed his pen in the like difputes. I own, they wiM be ready 
enough to infinuate themfelves into any government: but 
If they mean to-be honeft and upright, they will and mull' 
endeavour by all means, which they ffcall think lawful, 
to introduce and eftablifb their own fcherue-of religion, as* 
Beared approaching to the word of God, by calling out all 
fuperftitious ceremonies, ecclefiaftical titles, habits, di- 
ftin&ions, arid fuperiorities, as rags of Popery, in order 
to- a- thorough reformation ; and as in charity bound to* 
promote thefalvation of their countrymen, wiihing with 
St Paul, that the whole kingdom were as they are. But 
what aflurance will they pleafe to give, that when their 
feci (hall become the national eftabltfhed worfhip, they 
will, treat vs dissenters as we have treated them h 
Was this their courfe of proceeding dtoring the dominion? 
of the faints ? Were not all the remainders of the Epis- 
copal church in thofe days, efpecially the clergy, under 
a persecution for above a dozen years- equal to that of the 
primitive chriitians under heathen Emperors b That this 
proceeding was Suitable to their principles, is- known e- 
nough ; for many of their preachers then writ books ex* 
prefsly againfl allowing any liberty o£ confcience in a reli- 
gion different from their own ; producing many argu- 
ments to prove that opinion, and among the reft one fre- 
quently infilled on ; that allowing fuch a liberty would be 

to 
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to tftabfyb iniquity hy * Utw *, Many of thefe writing* 
are yet to be teen ; and I hear have been quoted by the 
doltor above mentioned. 

As to their great objection of proiUtuting that holy ia- 
ftitution, the bleifed facrament, by way of a teft before 
admittance into any employment; I afk, whether they 
would not be content to receive it after their own man- 
ner for theDffice of a judge, for that of a commiffioner in 
the revenue, for a regiment of horfe, or. to be a Lord Jn> 
ftice. I believe they would fcruple it as little, as a long 

Kace before and after dinner, which they can fey without 
nding a knee ; for as I have been told, their manner of 
taking oread and wine in theii conventicles is performed 
with little more fblemniry than at their common meals*. 
And therefore, fince they look upon our pra&ice in re- 
ceiving the elements to be idolatrous, they neither can 
nor ought in confcience to allow us that liberty, other- 
wife than by connivance, and a bare toleration, like what 
is permitted to the Papifts. But left we ihould offend 
them I am ready to change this teft for another : altho* 
1 am afraid, that fanftined rcafon is by no means the 
point where the difficulty pinches, and is only offered by 
pretended churchmen $ as if they could be content with* 
our believing, that the impiety and profanation of ma- 
king the facrament a teft were the only obje&ion. I 
therefore propofe, that before the prefentlaw be repeal- 
ed, another may be ena&ed ; that no iran (hall receive 
any employment before, he fwears himfelf to be a true 
member of the church of Ireland, in do&rine and diici- 
pline, &c. and that he will *&v*t frequent or communi- 
cate with any other form of wor/hip. It (hall likewife be 
further enadied* that whoever offends, &c fhaH be fined 
five hundred pounds, imprifoned for a year and a day,, 
and rendered incapable of all public truft for ever. O- 
therwife I do infift, that thofe pious, indulgent, external 
profeuors of our national religion {hail either give up 
that fallacious hypocritical reafon for taking off the tefi, 
or freely confefs, jhat they defire to have a gate wide 
open for every fed without any teft at all, except that of 

{wearing 
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{Wearing loyalty to the King ; which, however, consider- 
ing their principles with regard to monarchy yet unre- 
nounced, might, if they would plea& to look deep e- 
nough into their own hearts, prove a more bitter teft, 
than any other that the law hath yet invented. 

For from the firft time that thefe feftaries' appeared in 
the world, it hath been always found by their, whole pro- 
ceedings, that they profefTed an utter hatred to kingly 
fovernment. I can recoiled at prefent three civil efta- 
liftiments, where Calvinifts and fome other reformers 
"Who rejected epifcopacy, poflefs the Supreme power; 
and thefe are all republics; I mean, Holland, Geneva, 
and the reformed Swifs Cantons. I do not iay this in 
diminution or dugrace to commonwealths ; wherein I 
confefi I have much altered many opinions under which 
I was educated, having been led by fome observation, 
long experience, and a thorough deteftation for the cor- 
ruptions of mankind : infomuch, that I am now juilly 
liable to the cenfure of Hobbes, who complains, that 
the youth of England imbibe iO opinions from reading 
the hiftories of antient Greece and Rome,, thofe renown- 
ed fcenes of liberty and every virtue. 

But as to monarchs, who ma(k be foppofed well to 
study and underftand their own intereft ; they will beft 
confider, whether thofe people, who in all their a&ions, m 
preachings and writings have openly declared themfelves * 
againft regal power, are to be fafely placed in an equal 
degree of favour and truft with thole who have been al- 
ways found the true and only friends to the Englifh efta- 
blifhment From which confideration, I could have 
added one more article to my new teft, if I had thought 
it worth my time. 

I have been allured by fome perfons who were pre- 
fent, that feveral of thefe diflenting teachers, upon their 
firft arrival hither to (blicit the repeal of the teft, were, 
pleafed to exprefs their gratitude by publicly drinking 
the healths of certain eminent patrons, whom they pre- 
tend to have found among us. If this be true, and that 
the teft muft be delivered up by the very Superiors ap- 
pointed to defend it ; the affair is already in effett at an 
end./. What fecret reafons thofe patrons may have given 
fox fuch a return of brotherly love, I (hall not inquire : 

"for* 
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** for, O my foul, come not thou into their fecret ; urr- 
" to their anembly, mine honour, be not thou united. 
«* For in their anger they flew a man, and in their felf- 
" will they digged down a wall. Curfed be their an- 
" ger, for it was fierce, and their wrath, for it wjts 
" cruel. I will divide them in Jacob, andfcatter them 
« in Ifrael/' 
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The ADVANTAGES propofed by repealing 
the Sacramental Test, impartially 
confidered* 



[Written in the year 173*.] 



WHOEVER writes impartially upon this fubject, 
muft do it not only as a mere fecular man, but as 
one who is altogether indifferent to any particular fyftera 
of chrittianity. And I think, in whatever country <h at 
religion predominates, there is one certain form of wor- 
fhip and ceremony, which is looked upon as the eftablifh- 
ed ; and consequently, only the priefts of that particular 
form are maintained at the public charge ; and all civil 
employments bellowed among thofe, who comply (at 
leaft outwardly) with the fame eftablifhment. 

This method is ftrittly obferved, even by our neigh- 
bours the Dutch, who are confefled to allow the fulleU 
liberty of confeience of any chriflian date ; and yet are 
never known to admit any perfons into civil offices, who 
do not conform to the legal worihip. As to their mili- 
tary men, they are^ indeed npt fo fcrupulous ; being hy 
the nature of their government under a neceffity of hi- 
ring foreign troops of Whatever religious denomination 
upon every great emergency, and maintaining no fmall 
number in time of peace. 

This caution therefore of making one eftablilhed faith 
feems to be univerfal, and founded upon the ftrongeft 
reafons, the miftaken or affected zeal of obftinacy and 
enthufiafm having produced ruch a number of horrible 
deftru&ive events throughout aH Chriftendom. For who- 
ever begins to think the national worihip is wrong in any 
important article of practice or belief, will, if he be feri- 
ous, naturally have a zeal to make as many profelytes as 
he can:: and a nation may poffibly have an hundred dif- 
ferent feels with their leaders ; every one of which hath 
an equal right to plead, that they 'muft obey God rather 

than 
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than man ; mud cry aloud and /fare not ; muft lift up their 
*voia likt a trumpet. 

This was the very cafe of England during the fanatic 
times. And againft all this there feems to be no defence, 
bat that of fupporting one eftablifhed form of doctrine 
and discipline ; leaving the reft to a bare liberty of con- 
tinence, bat without any maintenance or encouragement 
from the public. 

Whereveh this national religion grows fo corrupt, or 
is thought to do fo by a very great majority of landed 
people joined to the governing party, whether Prince or 
Senate, or both, it ought to be changed ; provided tha 
work might be done without blood or conhifion. Yet, 
. whenever fuch a change wall be made, fome other efta- 
blifhment mail fucceed, altbo' for the worfe 5 allowing 
all deviations, that would break the union, to be only 
tolerated. In this feme, thofe who affirm that every 
law, which is contrary to the law of God, is void in it- 
felf, feem to be miftaken : for many laws in popifh king- 
doms and ftates, many more among the Turks, and per- 
haps not a few in other countries, are directly againft the 
divine laws ; and yet, God knows, are very far from be* 
ingvoid in the executive part. 

Thus forinftance, if the three eftatesbf parliament 
in England (whereof the Lords fpiritual, who reprefent 
the church, are one) mould agree and obtain* the royal af- 
fent to abolifh epifcopacy, together with the liturgy, and 
the whole frame of the Englifh church, as burtheniome, 
dangerous and contrary to holy Scripture; and that 
prefbytery, anabaptiim, quakeriim, independency. Mug- 
gletonianifm, Brownifm, familifm, or any other fubdivi- 
ded feci among us, fhould be eftablifhed in its place : 
without queftion all peaceable fubjeds ought paffively to 
fubmit ; and the predominant fed muft become the re- 
ligion eftablifhed ; the public maintaining no other teach- 
ers, nor admitting any perfons of a different religious 
profeffion into civil offices, at lead if their intention be 
to preferve the nation in peace. 

Supposing then that the prefent fyftem of religion 
were abolifhed, and prefbytery, which 1 find Hands the 
faireft, with its fynods and clafles, and all its forms and 
ceremonies, e/Tential or circumftantial, were erected into 
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the national worfhip : their teachers, and no others* 
could have any legal claim to be fupported at the public 
charge, whether by ftipends or tythes ; and only the reft 
of the fame faith to be capable of civil: employments. 

If there be any true reafoning in what I have laid down, 
it mould feem, that the project now- in agitation for re* 
pealing the teft aft, and yet leaving the name of an eft a* 
blifhment to the prefent national church, is altogether 
inconiiftent ; and may admit of confequences, which 
thofe, who are the raoft indifferent to any religion at all, 
are poffibly not aware of. 

I prefurae, whenever the teft ftiall be repealed, which 
obliges all men, who enter into office under the crown, 
to receive the (acrament according to the rites of the 
church of Ireland ; the way to employments will imme- 
diately be. left open to all dhTenters (except Papifts) 
whofe confciences can fufFer them to take the common 
oaths in fuch cafes prefcribed ; after which, they are qua- 
lified to fill any lay-ftation in this kingdom, from that 
of chief governor to an excife-man. 

Thus, of the three judges on each bench, the ftrft may 
be a Prefbyterian, the fecond a Free-will baptift, and the 
third a Churchman ; the Lord Chancellor may be an In- 
dependent; the revenues may be managed by feven com- 
miffioners of as many different feels ; and the like of all 
other employments: not to mention the ftrong probabi- 
lity, that the lawful nefs of taking oaths may be revealed 
to the Quakers, who then will ftand upon as good a foot 
for preferment, as any other loyal fubjetts. It is obvi- 
ous to imagine, under fuch a motly adminiftration of af- 
fairs, what a clashing there will be of intereft and inclina- 
tions ; what pullings and hawlings backwards and for- 
wards ; what a zeal and biafs in each religionift to ad- 
vance his own tribe, and deprefs the others. For I fup- 
pofe nothing will be readier granted, than that how in- 
different foever moft men are in faith and morals, yet, 
whether out of artifice, natural complexion, or love of 
contradiction, none are more obftinate in maintaining 
their own opinions, and worrying all who differ from 
them, than thofe who publicly fhew the leaft fenfe either 
of religion or common honefty. 
- As to the latter, Bifhop Burnet tells us, that the PreC 
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byterians in the fanatic times profefied themfelves to be 
above morality ; which, as we find in fome of their wri- 
tings, was numbered among the beggarly elements : and 
accordingly at this day no fcruples ofconfcience with re- 
gard to conformity are in any trade or calling incontinent 
with the greateft fraud, oppreffion, perjury, or any other 
vice. 

This brings to my memory a paflage in Montaigne, of 
a common proftitute, who in the {forming of a town, 
when a foldier came up to her chamber and offered vio- 
lence to her chaftity, rather chofe to venture her neck 
by leaping out of the window than fuffer a rape ; yet 
ftiH continued her trade of lewdness, while fhe had any 
cuftomers left. 

I confefs, that in my private judgment ah unlimited 
permiffion of all feels whatfoever (except Papifts) to en- 
joy employments would be lefs pernicious to the public, 
than a fair ftruggle between two contenders ; becaufe in 
the former cafe, fuch a jumble of principles might poffi- 
bly have the effect of contrary poifons mingled together; 
which a ftrong conftitutitn might perhaps be able for 
fome time to furvive. 

But however I ihall take the other and more probable 
fuppofition, that this battle for employments is to be 
fought only between the Prefbyterians, and thofe of the 
church yet eftablifhed. 1 ihall not enter into the merits 
of either fide, by examining which of the two is the bet- 
ter fpiritual ceconomy, or which is molt fuited to oar ci- 
vil conftitution: but the queftion turns upon this point; 
when the Prefbyterians ihall have got their fhare of em- 
ployments (which muft be one full half, or elfe they 
cannot look upon themfelves as fairly dealt with), I aft, 
whether they ought not by their own principles, and by 
the ftridleft rules ofconfcience, to ufe the utmoft of their 
(kill, power and influence in order to reduce the whole 
kingdom to an uniformity in religion, both as to docVir.e 
and difcipline moft agreeable to the word of God. Where- 
in if they can fucceed without blood (as under the pre- 
' fent difpofition of things it is very poffible they may) it 
is to be hoped they will at laft be fatisfied : only 1 would 
warn them of a few difficulties. The firfi is of compromi* 
jing among themfelves that important controverfy about 
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the Old Light and the New ; which otherwife may after 
this eftablifhment fplit them as wide as Papift and Pro- 
teftant, Whig and Tory, or Churchman and Diflenter ; 
and confequently the work will be to begin again : for in 
religious quarrels it is of little moment, how few or fmall 
the differences are ; especially when the difpute is only 
about power. Thus the zealous Prefbyterians of the 
North are more alienated from the eftablifhed clergy,, 
than from the Romifh prjefts ; taxing the former with 
idolatrous worfhip, as difguifed Papifts, Ceremony- mong- 
ers, -and many other terms of art ; and this for a very 
powerful reafon : becaufe the clergy (land in their way, 
which the Popifh prieffo do not. Thus I am afTured that 
the quarrel between Old and New light-men is managed 
with more rage and rancour, than any other difpute of 
the higheft importance ; and this, becaufe it ferves to 
leflen or increafe their feveraJ congregations, from whom* 
they receive their contributions. 

Another difficulty, which may embarrafs the Prefby- 
terians after their eitablifhment, will be how to adjuft 
their claim of the kirk's independency on the civil power, 
with the conititution of this monarchy : a point fo deli* 
cate, that it hath often filled the heads of great patriots 
with dangerous notions- of the diurch^elergy without the 
kaft ground of fufpiciorr/ 

As to the Prefbyterians allowing liberty of confidence 
•e thefe of epifcepal principles, when their own kirk fhalf 
be predominant ; their writers are fo univerfally agreed 
in the negative, as well as their practice during Oliver*;! 
reign, that I believe no reafonable churchman (who muft 
then, be a diflenter) will expert it. 

I (hall here take notice, that in the diviiibn of employ- 
ments among the Prefbyterians after this approaching re* 
peal of the teft- aft, fuppofing them in proper time ta> 
ftave an equal (hare, the odds will be three or four to one 
on their fide in any farther Icheme they may have to* 
wards making their religion national For, I reckon air 
thofe gentlemen fent ever from England, whatever reli- 
gion they profefs or have been educated in, to be of that 
party: fince it is no mark of prudence for any perfpns tot 
©ppofe the current of a nation, where they are in ibmer 
fort only fojpurness $ unlefis they have it ia dire&ion* 
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• If there be any maxim in politics not to be controlled, 
it mull be the following : thatthofe, whofe private inter- 
eft is united with the intereft of their country, fuppofing 
them to be of equal understanding with the reft of their 
neighbours, will heartily with, that the nation mould 
thrive. Out of thefe are indubitably excepted all per- 
fons, who are fent from another kingdom to be employ- 
ed in places of profit or power ; becaufe they cannot pof- 
fibly bear any affedion to the place where they fojounu 
even for life ; their fole bufinefs being to advance them- 
ielves by following the advice of their principals, i ex* 
cept likcwife thole perfons, who are taken into offices, 
alt ho' natives of the land ; becaufe they are greater 
gainers while they keep their offices, than they could 
poffibly be by mending the miferable condition of their 
country. 

I except, thirdly, all hopers, who by balancing ac- 
counts with themfelves turn the fcale on the fame fide ; 
becaufe the ftrong expectation of a good certain falary 
will outweigh the iofs by bad rents received out of land* 
in money-lefs times. 

. If my Lords the bifhops, who I hear are now employ- 
ed in a fcheme for regulating the conduct and mainte- 
nance of the inferior clergy, -fhall in their wifdom and piety 
and love of the church confent to this repeal of the teft, 
I have not the leaft doubt, that the whole reverend body 
will chearfully fubmit to their fpiritual fathers ; of whofe 
paternal tendernefs for their welfare they have already 
found fo many amazing inftances. 

I am not therefore under the leaft concern about the 
clergy on thfs account. They will (for Jome timt) be 
no great fufferers by this repeal j becaufe I cannot recoi- 
led among all our fe&s any one, that giveth latitude e- 
nough to take the oaths required at an inftitution to a 
church-living ; and until that bar mail be remoyed, the 
prefent epifcopal clergy are fafe for two years. Altho 
it may be thought fomewhat unequal, that in the nor- 
thern parts, where there may be three ditfenters to one 
churchman, the whole revenue fhall be en grofled by him 
who hath fo fmall a part of the cure. 

It is true indeed, that this difadvantage, which the 
DiiTenters at jprefeat lie under, of a difability to receive 

church- 
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ehurch-prefermentv will be eafily remedied by the re- 
peal of the tell. For the diflenting teachers . are .under \ 
so incapacity .of accepting" civil and -military employments;^ 
wherein they agree perfe&iy with the Fopifh clergy ; a* 
mong whom great cardinals and prelates have been -com- 
manders of armies j chief inkrifters,: ktiighte of many or- 
ders, anibafiadors, fccretaries .of ftate, and iaonoft highx 
offices adder the crown ; .altho* they aflert the indelibli- 
ghara&er, which no iedUries among us did ever afiume*. 
But that many, both Prefbyterians and Independents^ 
commanders as well as pitivate ibhiiers, were profefied* 
preachers in the ^ti me of their dominion, is allowed by 
all. Cromwell himfelf was .a~preacfoer ; and hath left us -, 
fmerof hisfermons in-prmt/*3ca&ly>in the fame flyleaniL 
mariner; with thofe of , our modern Preibyterian teachers:; 
46 was colonel Howard, Sir^George Downing, and feve^- 
xal others whofe names are on record. I can therefore * 
<fee no reafon, why a painful Prefbyterian teacher, as 
ibbn as the tell Ihall be repealed, may not be privileged.: 
to hold along with the ffaritual omce andiipend acom- 
■xninion in the army, or thexivil lift in commendam ; form- 
ats I take it, th« church trf England is the only body of 
•ciriftiaas r whkh in en%ctdifqiialiftes thofe, who ate.- 
-employed to preach its do&rine, from fharing in the civil 
'power, farther than as fenatbra; yeitbis was a^xrivilege 
•begun in times of Popery, many. hundred years before 
Ithe Reformation, ami woven with thetfervinithutioii. 
\of bur limited monarchy. i i •*<?!' H 

- Tkb&B'is indeed another method, >wher*by theftipencb-. 
lof diflentmg .teachers may be raiied , awdthefarm er much, 
creireved; if it fliotdd' be rhottght proper' to reward a peo- 
ple Co deferring, and fo loyal by their principles. Every 
btfhop upon the Vacancy of -a : church-living can feqaefter. 
the profits for the ufe of the next incumbent. Upon* a* 
lapfe of half a year the donation falls to the archbifhop > 
•and after a'futi jrear to- the'-OTw^dormg^plealure. 
: Therefore' it would be no.hardffiip for «anyj clergyman a- 
live, if (m thofe parts ©f Ireland; where the number of 
fe&aries *mtfch dxeeeds that of the conforming) the pro- 
'-fits, wlfen feqoeftered,. might be applied to the (bpport 
:of the diflenting teacher, who hath fo many fouls to take- 
care of; whereby the poor tenants would.be much relieve 

A a|;-'.-' : * cd 
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QUERIES relating to the Sacramental 

* * Test. . 

[Written in the year 1732.] 

<^ERY,TT7HETHER hatred an* violence be* 
V V tween parties in a ftate be not more in- 
flamed by different views of intereft, than by the greater 
er lefler differences between them either, m religion or 
government ? 

Whether it be any part of the queftion at this time, 
which of the two religions is worfe, popery or fanaticifm \ 
or not rather, wkitii of the two (having both the fame 
good will) is in the hopefullefl condition to ruin the 
church ? 

Whether the feclarics, whenever they come to pre- 
vail, will not ruin the church as infallibly and effectually 
as the papip ? 

Whether the prevailing fe&aries could allow liberty 
of confeience to di (Tenters without belying all their former 
practice, and almoft all their former writings ? 

Whether many hundred thoufand Scotch Prefbyteri- 
ans are not full as virulent againft the Rpifcopal church, 
as they are againft the Papifts > or as they would have us 
think the Papifts are againft them r> 

Whether the Dutch, whoare moft diftmgaifhed for 
allowing liberty of confeience, do ever admit any -perfons r 
who profefs a different fcheme of worfhip from their own, 
into civil employments, alt ho* they may be forced by the 
nature of their government to receive mercenary troops 
of all religions ? 

Whether the DifTentersever pretended, until of late 
years, to defire more than a bare toleration ? 

Whethfr, if it be true, what a forry pamphleteer af- 
fcrts, who lately writ for repealing the teft, that the Di(- 
fenters in this kingdom are equally numerous with the 
Churchmen, it would not be a neceffary point of prudence 
by all proper and lawful means to prevent their further 
increaie ? 

Tbi 
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The great argument given by thole, whom they call 
low churchmen, to juftify the large tolerations allowed to 
differ* ters hath been ; that by fuch indulgences the ran- 
cour of thofe fectaries would gradually wear off, many of 
them would come over to us, and their parties in a little 
time crumble to nothing. 

$>uery» -Whether, if what the above pamphleteer af- 
ierts, that the fectaries are equal in numbers with Con*, 
formifts, be true, it doth not clearly follow, . that thofe 
repeated tolerations have operated directly contrary to 
what thofe low church politicians pretended to forefee 
and expect ? 

Whether any clergyman, however dignified or diftia- 

fuifhed, if he think his own profeffion moil agreeable to 
oly fcripture and the primitive church, can really wiih 
in his heart, that all fectaries jhould be upon an equal 
foot with the churchmen in the point of civil power and 
employments? * 

Whether Epifcopacy, which is held by the church t» 
be a divine and apoftelical inititutkm, be not a funda- 
mental point of religion, particularly in that effential one 
of conferring holy orders ? 

. Whether, by neceflary consequences, die feveral ex- 
pedient* among the fectaries to confiitute their teachew 
are not abfolutely mill and void ? 
. Whether the fectaries will ever agree to accept ois 
dination only from biihops ? 

Whether the bifhops and" clergy will be content. to- 

S've up Epifcopacy, as a point indifferent, without which 
e church can well fubfift ? : 

Whether that great tetoderncis towards fectaries, 
"which now fo much prevails, bechiefly owing to the 
fears of Popery, or to that fpirit of Atheifin, Deifm, 
Scepticifm, and nniverfal immorality, which all good 
' men fo much lament ? : 

G ranting Popery to have many more errors in religi- 
on than any one branch of the fectaries, let us examine 
the actions of both, as they have each affected the peace 
of thefe kingdoms with allowance for the fhort time 
jphich the fectaries had to act in, who are in a manner btit 
of yefterday. The Papiib in the time of King James 
AX nfed aU endeavours to ellabliih their fuperftition,. 

wherem 
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wherein they failed by the united power of Englifh 
church-Proteitants with the Prince of Orange's afliftance. 
But it cannot be aiTerted, that thefe bigotted Papifts had 
the leaft defign to oppofe or murder their King, much 
lefs to abolifh kingly government ; ilor was it their in* 
tcreft or inclination to attempt either. 

Ok the other fide the Puritans, who had almoft from 
the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reign been a perpetu- 
al thorn in the church's fide, joining with the Scotch en- 
thufiafts in the time of King Charles the firft, were the 
principal caufe of the Irifh rebellion and mafiacre by di- 
Srefling that Prince, and making it impoffible for him to 
fend over timely fuccours. And after that pious Prince 
had fatisfted his parliament in every fingte point td be 
complained ol» the iame fectaries, by poifoning the minds 
and affections of the people with the moft falfe and wiefced 
jeprefentations of their King, were able in the compafc 
of a few years to embroil the three nations in a bloody 
rebellion at the expence of many thoufand lives : to turn 
the kingly power into- anarchy ; ,to murder their Prince 
in the race of the world, and (in their own ftyle) to dew 
ftroy the church root and branch* 
* Thi account therefore fbnds thus. The Papifts aim- 
ed at one pernfcioas a£, which was to deftroy the Pro* 
tefiant religion; wherein by God's mercy, and the aflilb- 
ance of our glorious King William, theyabfolutely failed. 
The fedtaries attempted the three moil infernal actions* 
that could pbffibly enter into the hearts of men forfaken 
by God ; which were, the murder- of a moil pious kingv 
the deftru&ion of the monarchy, and the extirpation of 
.the church ; and fucceeded in them all. 

U*on which T put the following queries-. Whether any 
of thofe fe&aries have ever yet in a folemn public man- 
ner renounced any one of thofe principles, upon which 
their predecefTors then a&ed ? 

Whether, confsdering the cruel perfections of the E* 
pifcopal church, during the courfe of that horrid rebelli* 
on and the confluences of it until the happy reftoratiofy 
k is not manifeft, that the perfecuting {pint lies fo equab- 
ly divided between the Papifts and the fe&aries, that a 
feather would turn the balance on either fide ? 

An* therefore, laJUy* Whether any pedbnof commoi 

under* 
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*nderftanding> who profefleth himfelf a member of the 
church eflabliihed, altho' perhaps with little inward re- 
gard to any religion, (which is too often the cafe) if 
he loves the peace and welfare of his country, can after 
cool thinking rejoice to fee a power placed again in the 
bands of fo refllefs, fo ambitious, and fo mercilefs a facti- 
on, to ad over all the fame parts a Second • time ? 

Whether the candor of that expreflionfo frequent of 
late in fermons and pamphlets, of the frrength and num- 
ber of the Papifts in Ireland, can be j unified ? for as to 
their number, however great, it is always magnified ia 
proportion to the zeal or politics of the fpeaker and 
writer ; but it is a grofs impofition upon common reafon 
to terrify us with their flrength. For Popery, under the 
circumflances it lies in this kingdom, altho' it be offen- 
iive and inconvenient enough from the confequences it 
bath to increafe the rapine, (loth, and ignorance, as well 
as poverty of the natives, is not properly dangerous in 
that fenfe, as fame would have us to take it; becaufe it is 
nniverfally hated by eyery party of a different religious 
profeffion. It is the contempt of the wife ; the bell topic* 
tor clamours of defigning men ; but the real terror only 
of fools. The landed Popilh intereft in England far ex- 
ceeds that among us even in proportion to the wealth and 
extent of each kingdom. The little that remains here is 
daily dropping into Proteflant hands by purchafe or de- 
fcent; and that affe&ed complaint of counterfeit converts 
will fall with the caufe of it in half a generation, unlets 
it be raifed or kept alive as a continual fund of merit and 
eloquence. The Papifts are wholly difarmed : they have 
neither courage, leaders, money, or inclination to rebel : 
they want every advantage which they formerly poflefled, 
to follow that trade ; and wherein, even with thofe ad* 
vantages, they always mifcarried : they appear very eafy 
and /atisned under that connivance, which they enjoyed 
during the whole lad reign; nor ever (crupled to reproach 
another party, under which they pretend to have fufFered 
fo much feverity. 

Upon thefe confiderations I muil confefs to have fu£- 
pended much of my pity towards the great dreaders of 
Popery ; many of whom appear to-be hale, ftrong, adtive, 
young men ; who, as I am told, eat, drink, and fleep 

heartily ; 
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heartily ; and are very chearful (as they have exceeding 
good reaibn) upon all other fubjects. However I cannot 
too much commend the generous, concern which our 
neighbours, and others who come from the fame neigh- 
bourhood, are fo kind to exprefs for us upon this account; 
altho' the former be farther removed from the danger of 
Popery by twenty leagues of fait water ; but this, I fear, 
is a digreffion. 

When an artificial report was raifed here many years 
ago of an intended invafion'by the Pretender, (which blew 
over after it had done its office) the Diflenters argued in 
their talk and in their pamphlets after this manner, ap- 
plying themfelves to thofe of the church : Gentlemen, if 
the Pretender had landed, as the law now ftands, we 
durft not aflift you ; and therefore, unlets you take of 
the teft, whenever you (hall happen to be invaded in ear- 
neft, if we are defired to take up arms in your defence, 
our anfwer fhairbe; Pray, gentlemen, fight your own 
battles ; we will lie by quietly ; conquer your enemies 
by yourfelves, if you can ; we will not do your (jrudgery. 
This way of reafoning I have heard from feveral of their 
chiefs and abetters in an hundred conventions ; and have 
read it in twenty pamphlets : and I am confident it will 
be offered again, if the project mould fail to take of the 
teft. 

Upon which piece of oratory and reafoning I form the 
following query. Whether in cafe of an invafion from 
the Pretender (which is not quite fo probable as from the 
Grand -fignior) the Diflenters can with prudence and 
iafety offer the fame plea ; except they fhall have made a 
previous ftipulation with the invaders ? And whether the 
fjill freedom of their religion and trade, their lives, pro- 
perties, wives and children, are not, and have not always 
been reckoned fufficient motives for repelling invafions ? 
cfpecially in our fectaries, who call themfelves the trutft 
Proteftants, by virtue of their pretended or real fiercenefs 
againft Popery. 

Whether omitting or neglecting to celebrate the day 
of the martyrdom' of the blefled King Charles I. en- 
joined by act of parliament, can be juftly reckoned a 
particular and diftinguifhirig mark of good affection to 
the prefent government I 
4 . .:• : Whether 
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Whether in thofe churches, where the feid day is ob- 
ferved, it will fully anfwer the intent of the faid aft, if 
the preacher ftiall commend, excufe, palliate, or extent^ 
ate the murder of that royal martyr;, and place the guilt 
of that horrid rebellion -with all its confequences, the fol- 
lowing ufurpations, the entire deftra&ion of the church, 
the cruel and continual perfecutions of thofe who could be 
difcovered to profefs its doctrines, with the enfuing Babel 
of fanaticifm, to the account of that blefled King, who, 
by granting the petition of right, and palling every bill 
that could be aflced for the fecurity of the fuujecl, had, 
by the conleffion of thofe wicked men before the war be- 
gan, left them nothing more to demand ? 

Whether fuch a preacher as I have named, (whereof 
there have been more than om f not many years pair, e- 
ven in the prefence of viceroys) who takes that courfe as 
a means for promotion,- may not be thought to flep a 
little out of the common road in a monarchy where the 
defendants of that moil blefled martyr have reigned to 
this day ? 

I ground the reafon of making thefe queries cm the 
title of the aft 5 to which I refer the reader. 
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REASONS humbly offered to the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland for repealing the Sacra- 

, mental Test, in favour of the Ca- 
tholics*. ' 



[Written *in the year 1 7 3 x .] 

r^ is well known, that the firft conquerors of this king- 
dom were Englifh Catholics, fubje&s to Engliih ca- 
tholic kings, from whom hy their valour and fuccefs they 

obtained 

1 

•Tn the years 173a' and 1 73 3, an attempt was made forrepeal- 
hfg the teft-act in Ireland, introductory of a like attempt in En- 
gland. The various arguments for it were anlwered in every 
ihape ; but no way more effectually, than ■ by examining wbat 
pretence the pEeiby terians hao* to {hare in all the privileges of 
government, either from their own principles and behaviour, or 
compared with" thofe of other (eCtariesi Under the former head 
they were fully filenced by our author, in The Presbyterians pit* 
oj merit impartially examined [above, p. %s8. ] They are now put 
in the balance with Papifts, .whom altho* they have fometimes 
Ailed their brethren in adverfity, yet, when placed in competition, 
they will hate as brethren lu\ewife. But let them here dispute 'the 
preference, and then put in their claim to be a part of the eita*' 
Wifhment. Dub. edit. 174c. 

The author having before examined the Prefbyterians pies 
of merit, with refpect to their own principles and practices, has 
in this tract put them in the balance againft Papifts. Hav/kef 

This tract is written under the a (Turned character of a Roman 
Catholic; by which means the author attacks his adverfaries with 
a great advantage. He freely acknowledges the feveral atrocious 
crimes of the Papifts ; but at the fame time palliates them fo fltil- 
iully, that, from that very acknowledgement, he enables himfclf 
to aim the heavier blows at the Prefbyterians. A paragraph ex- 
tracted from the pamphlet will exemplify my meaning. [Here 
the particular paftageis quoted, beginning thus : " We allow the 
4t Catholics to be brethren of the diflenters," &c.p. *o4» 
/.n. ending *. 194- /. 35".]. The greateft art, and the keen- 
eft ftrofces of irony, difplay themfelves throughout the whole 
compofition: and the conclufion of it is drawn up with a mix- 
ture of ferious and ironical arguments that feem to defy all Kind* 
>f refutation. Qmrj. 
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obtained large portions of land* given them as a reward 
for their many victories over the Irifh : to which merit 
eur brethren die Diuenters of any denomination whatfo* 
ever have not the leal): pretentions* 
- It is confefled, that the pafterity of thofe firft vi&ori- 
•us Catholic* were often forced to rife in their own de~ 
fence againlt new colonies from* England ,r who treated 
them like mere native Irifh' with innumerable oppreffi- 
©ns, depriving them of their lands, and driving them by 
force of arms into the rnoft defolate parts of the kingdom ; 
till in the next generation the children of thefe tyrants 
were ufed in the fame manner by new Engirfh ad ventu* 

-rers, which pra&ice: continued for many centuries. But 
it is agreed on all hands, that no in&rre&ions were ever 
made, except after great opprefikms byfreih invaders j 
Whereas all the rebellions of Puritans, Prefbyterians,. 
Independents, and other (edtaries, conftantly began: 
before any provocations were given, except that 
they were" not fufiered to change the government ia 
church and ftate, and feize both into their own hands ; ' 
which however at laft they did with the murder of thei* 
King,, and of many thousands of his be& fubjedb .> 
. The Catholics were always defenders of monarchy, aar 
constituted in thefe kingdom*;.' wherear our brethren the 
BiJIenters were always republicans both in principle and 
practice. 

It is well known, that all the Catholics of thefe king-- 
doms, both priefts and laity, are true Whigs, in the beftf 
and moll proper fenfe of the word-; bearing as well iiv 
their hearts, as in their outward prpfenlon, ar* entire 
loyalty v to the royabho»fe of Hanover, in th© perform and 
pofterity of George H.agaianSthe Pretender and all his- 
adherents. To which they think themfelves bound in 

-gratitude as well as confeience, by the lenity where with,' 
they have been treated fince the death ok Queen Anne* 
fb different from what they fuffered in the four laft years 
of that Princefs, during the adminiftration of that wicked- 
minifter the Earl of Oxford*. 

The Catholics of this- kingdom Iiumbly hope, that 
they have at leaft as fair a title as any of their brother 
DifTenters to the appellation of Proteftants. They have' 
always pcotefted againft the felling, dethroning, or mur- 

B\rz> deririg; 
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dering their kings ; againft the ufurpations and avarice 
of the court of Rome; againft deifm, atheifm, Socinia- 
nifm, quakerifm, Moggletonianifm, fanaticifm, Brown- 
ifm, as well as againft all Jews, Turks, infidels and here- 
tics. „ Whereas the title of Proteftants aftumed by the 
whole herd of diflenters (except ourfelves) depend eth 
entirely upon their protefting againft archbiihops, bi- 
(hops, deans and chapters, with their revenues ; and the 
whole hierarchy ; which are the very expreffions ufed in 
the folemn league and covenant *, where the word po- 
per j is only mentioned ad invidiam ; becaufe the Catho- 
lics agree with the epifcopal church in thofe funda- 
mentals.^ 

Alt ho 9 the Catholics cannot deny? that in the great 
rebellion againft King Charles I. more foldiers of their 
religion were in the parliament army than in his Majefty's 
troops ; and that many jefoits and friers went about in 
the,difguife of prefbyterian and independent minifters to 
preach up rebellion, as the beft hiflorians of thofe times 
inform us ; yet the bulk of Catholics in. both kingdoms 
preferved their loyalty entire. 

The Catholics have fome reafon to think it a little 
hard, when their enemies will not pleafe to diftinguifh 
between the rebellions riot committed by that brutal ruf* 
£an Sir Phelim O Neal with his tumultuous crew of rab- 
ble, and the forces raifed afterwards by the Catholic lords 
and^gentlemen of the Englilh pale in defence of the 
King, after the Englifli rebellion began. It is well 
known, that his Majefty's affairs were in great diftracHoa 
fome time before by an invafion of the covenanting Scot- 
tifh kirk rebels, and by the baie terms the King was 
forced. to accept, that they might be kept in quiet at a 
juncture when he was every hour threatened at home by 
that fanatic party,- which foon after fet all in a flame. 
And if the Catholic, army in Ireland fought for their 

King 

* A folemn league and covenant entered into between the Scots' 
and Englilh fanatics in the rebellion againft King Charles I. 
j 6 41, by which they folemnly engaged among other things, 
« to endeavour the extirpation ©f prelacy, that is, church go- 
* ( vernment by archbiihops, bifhops, deans, archdeans, and all 
" other epifcopal officers depending on that hierarchy." - 
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King againfl the forces feat over by the parliament then 
in a&ual rebellion againfl him, what perfon. of loyal, 
principles can be fo partial to deny, that they did their 
duty by joining with the Marquis of Ormond and other 
commanders, who bore their commiffions from the Xing? 
for which great numbers of them loft their lives, and: 
forfeited their eftates ; a great part of the latter being; 
now pofTeffed by many defendants from thofe very men,, 
who had drawn their fwords in the fervice of that rebel* 
lious parliament which cut off his head, and deftroyed- 
rnonarchy. Jind what is more amazing, altho' the fame 
perfons, when the Irifh were entirely fubdued, continued * 
m power under the rump, were chief confidents, and 
faithful fubje&s to Cromwell, yet being wife enough to- 
forefee a restoration, they feized the forts and caftles here- 
out of the hands of their old brethren in rebellion, for 
the fervice of the King ; juft laving the tide, and putting 
in a flock of merit fufficient not only to preferve the land 
which the Catholics loft by their loyalty, but likcwife tO' 
preferve their civil and military employments, or be- 
higher advanced. 

Those infurre&ions wherewith the Catholics are- 
charged, from the beginning of the feventeenth cen- 
tury to the great Englifh rebellion, were pccafioned b)t 
many oppref&ons they lay under. They had no inten- 
tion to introduce a new religion, but to enjoy the liber- 
ty of preserving the old *; the very fame which their an* 
ceflors profefted from the time that chriftianity was firft' 
introduced into this ifland, which was by Catholics ; 
but whether mingled with corruptions, as fome pretend,. 
doth not belong to the queflion. They had no defign 
to change the government ; they never attempted' to 
fight againfl, to imprifon, to betray, to fell, to bring to 
a trial, or to murder their King. The fchifmatics adled 
by a fpirit dire&Ty contrary ; they united in a folemn 
league and covenant to alter the whole fyflem of Spiri- 
tual government eftablifhed in all chriflian nations, and 
of apoftolic inftitution ; concluding the tragedy with the 
murder of the King in cold blood, and upon mature de- 
liberation ; at the fame time changing the monarchy in- 
to a commonwealth. 

•B b 3' The 
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The Catholics of Ireland in the great' rebellion loft 
their eftates for fighting in defence of their King. The 
(chifmatics, who cut olf the father's head, forced the fon 
to fly for his life, and overturned the whole antient frame 
of government, religious and civil; obtained grants of 
thofe very eftates, which the Catholics loft in defence of 
the antient conftitution, many of which eftates are at this 
day poflefled by the pofterity of thofe fchifinatks ; and 
thus they gained by their rebellion, what the Catholics 
Ipft by their loyalty. 

We allow the Catholics to be brethren 'of the Diflent- 
ers ; fome people indeed (which we cannot allow) wonld 
have them to be our children, becaufe we both difient 
from the church eftablifhedy and* both agree in abolilhing 
this perfecnting (acramental teft ; by which negative dis- 
couragement we are both rendered incapable of civil 
and military employments, However, we cannot but 
wonder at the bold familiarity of thefe fchHmatics in 
calling the members of the national church their brethren 
and JeHonu Protefiantu It is true, that all thefe feels 
(except the Catholics) are brethren to each other in facti- 
on, ignorance, iniquity, perverienefs, pride, and (if we 
except the Quakers) in rebellion. But, how the church- 
men can be Ailed then* fellow Protejtants, we cannot 
comprehend : becaufe, when the whole Babel of fe&aries 
joined againft the church, the King and the nobility for 
twenty years in a match at foot ball, where the 
proverb exprefsly tells us, that all are- fellows : while 
the three kingdoms were tofled to and fro, the churches 
and cities and royal palaces mattered to pieces by 
their halls, their buffets, and their kicks ; the. victors 
would allow no more fellows at foot ball; bat 
murdered, fequeftered, plundered, deprived, ' banifhed to 
the plantations, or enflaved all their oppofers who had 
loft the game. 

It is faid the world is governed by opinion ; and poli- 
ticians allure us, that all power is founded thereupon. 
Wherefore, as all human creatures are fond to diftra6lion 
of their own opinions, and fo much the more, as thofe 
opinions are abfurd, ridiculous, or of Tittle moment ; it 
muft follow, that they are equally fond of power. But 
no opinions are maintained with fo much obftinacy as thofe 

ia 
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in religion, especially by inch zealots, who* never bore 
tbe leaft regard- to religion, confeience, honour, juftice, 
truth, mercy, or common morality farther than in out- 
ward appearance, under the mafk of hypocrify to pro* 
mote their diabolical defigns. And therefore Bifhop Bur- 
net one of their oracles tells us honeftiy, that the jaintt 
of thofe fanatic times pronounced themfelve* above mo* 
raHty : which they reckoned among beggarly ehments 9 
but the meaning of thefe two laft words thus applied we 
confefs* to be above our underftanding. 

Among thofe kingdoms and dates whichnrft embraced 
the reformation, England appears to have received it in 
the moft regular way; where it was introduced in a 
peaceable manner, by the fupreme power of a king* and 
the three eftates in parliament; to which, as the higheft 
legiilative authority, all fubjects are bound pa&vely to 
fubmit. Neither was there much blood med on fo great 
a change of religion. But a confiderable number o( lords, 
and other perfons of quality thro' the kingdom, ftiH 
continued in their old faith, and were,., notwithftanding 
their difference rn religion, employed in offices civil as 
well as military, more or lefs in every reign, until the 
tefl ad in the time of King Charles II< However, from 
the time of the reformation, the number of Catholics gra* 
dually and coniiderably leUened. So that in thrreign of 
Ring Charles I. England became in a great degree a Pro* 
teftant kingdom, without taking the fe&aries into the 
number ; the legality whereof, with refpett to human 
laws, the Catholics never difputed ; but the Puritans, and 
other fchifmaties, without the leaft pretence to any fuch 
authority, by an open rebellion deftroyed that legal re- 
formation, as we obferved before, murdered their King, 
and changed the monarchy into a republic. It is there* 
fore not to be wondered at, if the Catholics, in fuch a 
Babel of religions, chofe to adhere to their own faith left 
them by their anceftors, rather than feek for a better a- 
xno'ng a rabble of hypocritical, rebellious, deluding knaves ! 

or deluded enthufiafts. 

We repeat once more, that if a national religion be 
changed by the fupreme legiilative power, we cannot dis- 
pute the human legality of fuch a change. But we hum- 
bly 
• Henry VIII. 
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My conceive, that if any considerable party of men which 
differs from an eftablifhment, either old or new, can de- 
ierve liberty of conference, it ought to confift of thofe* 
who for want of conviction, or of right undemanding the 
merits of each caufe, conceive themfelves bound in con*- 
icience to adhere to the religion of their anceftors $ be- 
caufe they are of all others leaft likely to be authors of 
innovations either in church or ftate. 

On the other fide ; if the reformation of religion be 
founded upon rebellion againft the King, without whole 
content by the nature of our confutation no law can pais ; 
if this reformation be introduced by only one of the three 
eftates, 1 mean the Commons, and not by one half even 
of thofe Commons, and this by the affidance of a rebel- 
lious army; again, if this reformation were carried on by 
the exclusion of nobles both lay and fpirituai, (who con- 
Ititute the other part of the three eflates) by the murder 
of their King, and by abolifhing the whole fyftem of go- 
vernment ; the Catholics cannot fee why the fucceflbrs of 
thofe fchifmatics, who are univerfally accufed by all par- 
ties except themfelves, and a few infamous abettors, for 
{till retaining the fame principles in religion and govern- 
ment, under which their predecefibrs a&ed ; fhould pre- 
tend to a better fhare of civil or military trull, profit and 
power than the Catholics, who during all that period of 
twenty years were continually perfecuted with the utmoft 
feverity, merely on account of their loyalty and conftant 
adherence to kingly power. 

We now come to thofe arguments for repealing the 
facramental teft, which equally affect the Catholics, and 
their brethren the DifTenters. 

N First, We agree with our fellow-Diffenters, that* 
" perfecution merely for confeience fake is againft the ge- 
" nius of the gofpel." And fo likewife is '• any law for 
*' depriving men of their natural and civil rights, which 
" they claim as men." We are alfo ready enough to al- 
low, that " the final left negative difcouragements for 
" uniformity's fake are fo many perfections." Becaufe 
it cannot be denied, that the fcratch of a pin is in fome 
degree a real wound, as much as a flab thro" the heart. 

In 

* Vti. Rcafons for the repeal of the (acramcatal tcft. 
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In like manner, an incapacity by law for any man to be 
made a judge, a colonel, or juftice of the peace, merely on 
a pant of confcience % is a negative difcouragmcnt, and con- 
fequently a real perfection : for in this cafe, the author 
of the pamphlet quoted in the * margin puts a very per- 
tinent and powerful quefHon : *' It God be the fole 
• c lord of the confcience, why fhoold the rights of con* 
" fcience be fubje& to human jurifdidtion? Novo to 
u a Ppb *b* s to the Catholics ; the belief of tranjubftaniiation 
" is a matter -purely of religion and confcience, which 
" doth not afFeft the political intereit of fbciety, as fuch: 
" therefore, why mould the rights o£ confcience, where* 
" of God is the fole Lord* be fubjcft to human jurifdi&i- 
*' on" ? And why fhould God be deprived of this right 
ever a Catholic's confcience! any more than over that 
of any other Diffenter i 

Am whereas another author amo»£ our brethren &4 
Diflenters hath very juffly complained, that by this per* 
ftcuting fieft ad great numbers of tree Proteftants have 
been forced to leave the kingdom and fly to the plantati- 
ons rather than ftay here branded with an incapacity for 
civil and military employments ; we do affirm, that the 
Catholics can bring many more inftances of the fame kind; 
ibme thoufands of their religion having bees forced by 
the facramental teft to retire into other countries, rather 
than live here under the incapacity of wearing fwords, 
fitting in parliament, and getting that (hare of power and 
profit which belong to them as fellow chrifiaans, where* 
of they are deprived " merely upon account of confcience, 
" Which would not allow them to take the facrament after 
«« the manner prefcribed in the liturgy." Hence it clearly 
follows in the words of the fame f author, That '* if we 
•* Catholics are uncapable of employments, we are puniih* 
" ed for our diflent, that is, for our confcience, which 
" wholly turns upon political confiderations." 

The Catholics are willing to acknowledge the King's 
fiipremacy, whenever their brethren the JWfTentexs fhaB 
pleafe to fhew them an example, 

Fu rtheb., the Catholics, whenever their religion fhaJi 

, ' com* 

* Idem. 
f See Rcafons againft the teft. 
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come to be the national eftablifhed faith, are willing to un«- 
dergo the fame teft offered by the author already quoted. 
His words are thefe : " To end this debate, by putting it 
upon a foot which I hope will appear to every impar- 
tial perfon a fair and equitable one : we Catholics pro* 
pofe, with fubmiffion to the proper judges, that effeeto- 
M al fecurity be taken againft perfecution by obliging all, 
" who are admitted into places of power and trull, what- 
" ever their religious profefuon be, in the mod folemn 
•• manner to difclaim persecuting principles." It is hoped 
the public will take notice of thefe words ; whatever their 
religious frofejfion he ; which plainly include the Catholics; 
and for which we return thanks to our duTenting bre- 
thren. 

■ And whereas it is> otgected by thefe of the eftabliihed 
church, that if the fchifmatics and fanatics were once put 
into a capacity of poffeffing civil and military employ- 
ments, they would never be at eafe, till they had raifed 
their own way of worfhip into the national religion through 
all his Majefty's dominions, equal with the true orthodox 
ScQttijb kirk ; which when they had once brought to pafs, 
they would no more allow liberty of conference to E- 
pifcopal Diifenters, than they did in the time of the great 
Engltth rebellion, and in the fucceeding fanatic anarchy, 
till the King was reftored. There is another very learn- 
ed fchifmatical * pamphleteer, whein airfwer>to a malig- 
nant libel called, The Prt/byterian flea of merit, fcfr . clear* 
ly wipes off this afoerfion by anuring all Epifcopal Pro- 
teftants of the prefent church upon his own word, and to 
hh own knowledge, that our brethren the Diifenters will 
never offer at fucn an attempt;. In like manner the Ca- 
tholics, when legally required, will openly ^declare uponr 
their words and honours, that as foon as their negative 
difcouragements and their perfecution fhall be removed 
by repealing the iacramental teft, they will leave it en* 
tirely to the merits of the caufe, whether the kingdom 
lhall think fit to make their faith the eftabli&ed reSgionr 
or not. 

And again, whereas our Prefbyterian brethren im many 
#f their pamphlets take much offence, that the great re- 
bellion. 

* Vindication of the Froteftaat JDiflefctew. 
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feellion in England, the murder of the King, with the en- 
tire change of religion and government, are perpetually 
objected againft them both in and out of feafon, by our 
common enemy the prefent Conrbrmifts; we do declare 
in the defence of our {aid Brethren, that the reproach a- 
fbrefaid is an old worn-out thread-bare cant, which the/ 
always difdained to anfwer : and I very well remember, 
that having once told a certain Conforming Jiow much I 
wondered to hear him and his tribe dwelling perpetually 
on fb beaten a fubject j he was pleafed to divert the dif- 
courfe with a foolifti ftory, which I cannot forbear telling 
to his,difgrace. He faid, there was a clergyman in York- 
{hire, who for fifteen years together preached every Sun* 
day againft drunkennefs : whereat the parifhioners being 
much offended, complained to the Archbifhop ; who ha- 
ving fent for the clergyman, and feverely reprimanded 
Kim; the minister had no better an anfwer, than by con- 
feffing the fact ; adding, that all the parifh were drunk- 
ards ; that he defired to reclaim them from one vice, be- 
fore he would begin upon another ; and fince they {till 
continued to be as great drunkards as before, he refolved 
to goon, except his Grace would pleafe to forbid him. 

We are very fenfible how heavy an accusation lieth up- 
on the Catholics' of Ireland ; that fome years before King 
Charles II. was reftored,^vhen theirs and the King's for- 
ces were entirely reduced, and the kingdom declared by 
the rump to be fettled ; after all his Majefty's generals 
were forced to fly to France, or other countries, the 
heads of the faid Catholics who remained here in an en- 
flaved condition, joined to fend an invitation to the Duke 
of Lorrain ; engaging, upon his appearing herewith hi* * 
forces, to deliver up the whole ifiand to his power, and 
declare him their fovereiga ; which after the reftoratioa 
was proved againft them by Dean Boyle, fince Primate, 
who produced the very original instrument at the board* 
The Catholics freely acknowledge the fact to be true; and 
at the fame time appeal. to all the world, whether a wi- 
fer, a better, a more honourable, or a more juftifiable 
project could have been thought of. They were then 
reduced to flavery and beggary by the Englilh rebels, 
many thoufands of them murdered, the reft .deprived of 
their eftates, and driven to live on a fmall pittance in the 

wilds 
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wild?of Connaught; at a time when either the rump or 
Cromwell abfolutely governed the three kingdoms. And 
the queftion will turn upon this, whether the Catholics, 
deprived of all their poflefiLons, governed with a rod of 
iron, and in utter defpair of ever feeing the monarchy 
reft or ed, for the prefervation of which they had fuffered 
(b much, were to be blamed for calling in a foreigrtprince 
of their own religion, who had a coniiderable army to 
fupportthem, rather thai* fubmit to Jo infamous an uforp- 
er as Cromwell, or fuch a bloody and ignominious con- 
venticle as the rump. ■ And I have often heard not only our 
friends the DuTenters, but even our common enemy the 
Conformifts, who are conver&nt in the hiftory of thofe 
times freely confefs, that confidering the miferable fitua- 
tion the Inro were then in, they could not have thought 
of a braver or more virtuous attempt ; by which they 
might have been inftrtfments of reftoring the lawful mo- 
narch, at leaft to the recovery of England and Scotland 
from thofe .betrayers and fellers and murderers of his roy- 
al father. 
To conclude, whereas the laft quoted author com* 
v plains very heavily and frequently of a brand that lies 
upon them, it is a great mifkake $ for the iirit original 
brand hath been long taken off: only we confefs the 
fear will probably remain, and be vHible for ever to thofe 
who know the -principles by which they acted, and un- 
til thofe principles mall be. openly renounced ; elfe it 
muft continue to all generations, like the mark fet up- 
on Cain, which feme authors fay descended to all his 
pofterity ; or like the Roman nofe and Auftrian Up, or 
like the long bag of fleih hanging down from the gills of 
the people in Piedmont. But as for any brands iixed on 
fchifmatics for feveral years paft, they have been all made 
with cold iron ; hke thieves who by the benefit of tub 
clergy are condemned to be only burned in the hand ; 
but efcape the pain and the mark by being in fee wish the 
jaylor. Which advantage the fekmtatical teachers 
will never want, who, as we are allured, and of which 
there is a very frelh inftance, have the fouls and bodies 
and paries of their people a hundred times more at their 
mercy, than the Catholic prieils could ever pretend to. 

Therefor* 
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Therefore, upon the whole, the Catholics do ham- 
by petition (without the leaft infmuation of tbreatning) 
that upon this favourable conjun&ure their incapacity for 
civil and military employments maybe wholly taken off, 
fer the very fame reafons (befides others more cogent) 
that are now offered by their brethren the Diflenters. 



And your petitioners, at in duty bound, Jball ever 
fray, &c. 



Dublin, Nov. 17331 
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Tn this controversy the author was again victorious, for the 
tcA wis. not repealed.- Hewkef, 
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Some REASONS ^againfl: thle bill for fet- 
tling the tythe ot Hemp, Flax, &V, by a 
Modus*. 

TH E- clergy did little expeft to have any caufe of 
complaint againfl the prefent houfe of Commons; 
who in the laft feflions were jpleafed to throw out a bill + 
fent them from the Lords, which that reverend body ap- 
prehended would be very injurious to them, if it palled 
into a law : and who, in the prefent feffions defeated the 
arts and endeavours of fchifmatics to repeal the facia- 
mental ten:. 

For altho' it hath been allowed on all hands, that the 
former of thofe bills v might by its neceflary confequences 
be very difpleafing to the' lay gentlemen of the kingdom 
for many reafons purely fecular ; and that this laft at- 
tempt for repealing the teft did much moreaffeel at pre- 
fent the temporal intereft, than the' (piritual ; yet the 
.whole body of the lower clergy have, /upon both "Chofe 
occafions, exprefled equal gratitude to that honourable 
houfe for their juftice and fteadinefs, as if the clergy a- 
. lone were to receive the benefits 

It muft needs be therefore a great addition to the cler- 
gy's grief, that fuch -an afTemby as the prefent houfe of 
Commons mould now, with an expedition more than 
ufual, agree to a bill for encouraging the linen manu- 
facture 

* Many eminent clergymen who oppofed this Ichetne applied 
to Dr Swift to write againfl it, which he readily confented to up- 
on -their giving him fome hints; and two days after the following 
reafons were prefer) ted to feveral members of parliament, which 
had fb good an effect that the bill was dropped . Harvkef. 

This pamphlet is entirely adapted to the clergy of Ireland. 
But I cannot avoid obferving in it, a greater fund of calmnefs, 
not a lefs degree of fpirit, than- in many other of Swift's political 
writings. Orrery. 

f For the bifhops to divide livings. Haxulef, 
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failure wijh a claufe, whereby the church is to lofe two^ 
parts in three of the legal ty the in flax and hemp. 

Some reafons why the clergy think fuch a law will be a 
great hardfhip upon them are, I conceive, thofe that fol- 
low. I mall venture to enumerate them with all defe- 
rence due to that honourable afTembly. 

First, the clergy fuppofe that they have not, by any ' 
fault or demerit, incurred the difpleafure of the nation's 
Teprefentatives : neither can the declared Ibyalty of the'' 
prefent fet, from the, higheft prelate to the loweft vicar, . 
be in the leaft disputed : becaufe there are hardly ten cler- 
gymen through die whole kingdom, for more than nine- 
teen years paft, who have not been either preferred en- 
tirely upon account of their declared affection to the 
v Hanover linej or higher promoted as the due reward of 
the fame merit:* • ' 

The he . is not a. landlord in the whole kingdom reff- 
ding fome part of the year at his country feat, who is not 
in has own confcience fully convinced, that the tythes of 
his minifter have gradually funk for fdme years paft one - 
third, or at leaft one fourth of their former valiie, exclu* 
"five of all non-fol veneres. 

The payment of tythes in this kingdom is fubject to (b '• 
many frauds, brangles, and other difficulties, not only 
from Papifts and Di (Tenters, but even from -thofe who 
J>rofefs>themfelves-Prbtelt^i)ts , j that by the expence, the 
trouble, and vexation of 'toll ecTirig or bargaining for 
them, they are of all' other rents the molt precarious,, 
uncertain, and ill paid. . 

The landlords in HjouYparifhes expect," as a compli- 
.xnent, that they mall pay little more than half the value 
of the tythes for thelands they hold in their own hands ; 
which often confift of large domains : and it is the mini- 
fter's intereft to make them eafy upon that article, when 
he confiders what influence thofe gentlemen have upon 
their tenants. 

The clergy cannot but think it extremely fevere, that " 
in a bill for encouraging the linen manufacture they alone-' 
muil be the fufferers, who can leaft afford it. If, as £ 
am told, there be a tax of three thoufand pounds a year 
paid by the public for a farther encouragement to the faid 
manufacture, are not the. clergy equal fharers in th6 

C c 2 charge* 
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charge with the reft of their fellow fubje&s ? What fatif- 
fa&ory reafon can be therefore given, why they alone 
fhould bear the whole additional weight, unlefs it will be 
alledged that their property is not upon an equal foot 
with the properties of other men. They acquire their 
own fmall pittance by at lead as honeft means as thek 
neighbours the landlords poflefs their eftates ; and have 
been always fuppofed, except in rebellious or fanatical 
times, to have as good a title : for no families now in be- 
ing can {hew a more antient. Indeed if it be true, that 
fbme perfons (I hope they were not many) were feen to 
laugh when the rights of the clergy were mentioned ; ia 
this cafe an opinion may poffibly T>e £bon advanced, that 
they have no rights at all. And this is likely enough to 
gain ground, in proportion as the contempt of all reli- 
gion fhall increafe, which is already in a very forward 
way. 

It is faid, there will be alfo added in this bill a claufe 
f«r dimmiihing the tythe of hops, in order to cultivate 
that ufeful plant among us : and here likewiic the load 
is to lie entirely on the fhoulders of the clergy, while the 
landlords reap all the benefit. It will not be eafy to fore- 
lee where fuch proceedings are like to flop : or whether 
by the fame authority, in civil times, a parliament may 
not as juilly challenge the fame power in reducing alt 
things tytheable, notbelow the tenth part of the product 
(which is and ever will be the clergy's equitable right) 
but from a tenth part to a fixtieth or eightieth, and iron* 
thence to nothing;. 

I have heard it granted by fkilful perfons, that the 
practice of taxing the clergy by parliament without their 
own confent is a new thing, not much above the date of 
feventy years : before which period in times of peace 
they. al way 3 taxed themfelves. But things are extremely 
altered at prefent : it is not now fuificknt to tax them in 
common with their fellow fubje&s, without impofing an 
additional tax upon them, from which, or from any thing 
equivalent, all their fellow fubjefts are exempt ; and this 
hi a country profefling chriftianity. 
'The greateft part of the clergy throughout this kingdom 
have been Gripped of their glebes by the confufion of 
times, by violence, fraud, oppreffioa, and other unlaw- 
ful 
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ful means ; all which glebes are now m the hands of the * 
laity. So that they now are generally forced to lie at • 
ihe mercy of landlords for a fmall piece of ground in . 
their parifhes, at a moft exorbitant rent, and ufually for 
a fhort term of years, whereon to build a houfe, and 
enable them to refide. Y*t, in fpke of thefe di fad van* - 
tages I am a witnefs, that they are generally more con- 
fhtntrefiderits than their brethren in England ; where the - 
meaneft vicar hath a convenient dwelling with a bain, a . 
garden, and a field or two for his cattle ; befides the cer- 
tainty of his little income from honed farmers, able and . 
willing not only to pay him his dues, but like wife to make 
liim presents according to their ability for his better fup* 
port. In all which circumftanccs the clergy of Ireland 
meet with a treatment dire&ly contrary. 

It is hoped the honourable houfe will consider, that it 
is impoffible for the moft ill-minded, avaritiotis, or cun* 
&ing clergyman to do the leaft injuftice to the meaneft ; 
cottager in his parifh in any bargain for tythes, or other. 
ecclefiairJcal dues. He can at the utmoft only demand ' 
to have his tythe fairly laid out ; and does not once in a ■ 
hundred times obtain his demand. But every tenant, 
from the pooreft cottager to the mod fubft&ntial farmer, . 
can, and generally doth, impofe upon the minifter, by 
fraud, by theft, by lies, by perjuries, by infolence, and 
fometimes by force ; notwithftanding the utmoft vigilance * 
and flail of himfelf and his pro&or. Infomuch, that it 
is allowed that the clergy in general receive little more 
than one half of their legal dues; not including the 
charges they are at in collecting or bargaining for them. 

The land rents -of Ireland are computed to about twa- 
in illions, whereof one tenth amounts to two hundred 
thousand pounds. The beneficed clergymen, excluding 
thofe of this city, are not reckoned to be above five hun- 
dred ; by which computation they (hould each of them; 
pofTefs two hundred pounds a year, if thofe tythes were 
equally divided, altho* in well cultivated corn countries 
\t ought to be more; whereas they hardly receive one 
half of that fum, with great defalcations, and in very bad 
payments. There are indeed a few glebes in the north 
pretty considerable, but if thefe and all the reft were in 
like manner equally divided, they would not add five 

C c 3 pounds 
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pounds a year to every clergyman. Therefore, who 
ther the condition of the clergy in general among us be 
juftly liable to envy, or able to bear a heavy burden* 
which neither the nobility, noi; gentry, nor tradefmen, 
nor farmers, will, touch with one of their fingers ; this, 
1 fay, is fubmitted to the honourable houfe. 

One terrible circumflance in this bill is, that of turning 
the ty the of flax and hemp into what the lawyers call a 
modus, or a certain fum in lieu of a tenth part of the pro- 
duel. And by this practice of claiming a modus in many 
parifhes by antient cuftom, the clergy in both kingdoms 
have been almoft incredible fufFerers. Thus in the pre- 
fent cafe the tythe of a tolerable acre of flax, which by a 
medium is worth twelve (hillings, is by the prefent bill 
reduced to four (hillings.* Neither is this the worft part 
in sl modus i every determinate fum muft in procefs of 
time fink from a fourth to a four and twentieth part, or 
a great deal lower, by that neceflary fall attending the 
value of money, which is now at leak nine tenths lower 
all over Europe than it was four hundred years ago, by 
a gradual decline; and even a third part at leaft withia 
our own memories in purchafing aim oft every thing re- 
quired for the neceffities or conveniencies of life ; as any 
gentleman can atteft, who hath kept houfe* for twenty 
years paft. And this will equally affect poor countries as 
well as rich. For, altha' I look upon it. as an impoffibl- 
lity that this- kingdom mould ever thrive under its prefent 
difad vantages, which without a miracle mufl ftill in*- 
creafe ; yet when the whole caih of the nation (hall fink 
to fifty thoufand pounds, we mult in all our traffic abroad 
either of import or export go by the general rate, at 
which money is valued in thofe countries that enjoy the 
common privileges of human kind.' For this reafon no 
corporation (if the clergy may prefume to call themfelves 
one) mould by any means grant away their properties in 
perpetuity upon any confideration whatfoever ; which is 
a rock that many corporations have fplto upon to their 
great impoverifhment, and fometimes to their utter undo- 
ing; becaufe they are fuppofed to fubfift for ever, and 
becaufe no determination of monev is of any certain per- 
petual intrinfic value. This is known enough in En- 
gland* where eitates let for ever* fome hundred years a*- 
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f>, by feveral antient noble families, do not at this pre* 
nt pay their poflerity a twentieth part of what 1 they are 
now worth at an eafy rent* . 

A tax aiFe&ing one part of a nation, which already 
bears its fullihare in all parliamentary impofitions, can* 
hot poffibly be juft, except it be inflicted as a punifhment 
upon, that body of men, which is taxed, for fome great 
demerit or danger to the public apprehended from thofe 
npon whom it is laid : thus the Papifts and . Non-jurors 
have been doubly taxed for refuiing to give proper fecu> 
rides to the. government ; which cannot be objected a* 

fainft the clergy. And therefore if this bill mould jpafs, 
think it ought to be .with a preface, (hewing wherein 
they have offended, and for* what diiaffedtion or other 
crime they are punifhed. 

If an additional excife upon ale, or a duty upon flefh 
and bread were to be enabled, . neither the vidfcualler; 
butcher, or baker would bear any more of the charge 
than for what themfelves confumed, but it would .be art 
equal general tax thro" the whole kingdom : whereas 
by this bill the clergy alone are avowedly condemned to 
be deprived of their antient, inherent undifputed rights, 
in order to encourage- a,manufaclure by which all the reft 
of the kingdom are fuppofed to be gainers. 

This bill is directly againA magna cbaria, whereof the 
firft claufe is for confirming the inviolable rights of holy 
church ; as well as contrary to the oath taken by all our 
Kings at their coronation* where they fwear to defend 
and prated the church in alL rights. 
. A tax laid upon employments is a very different thing.. 
The pofleflbrs of civil and military employments are no 
corporation,; neither are they any part of our confutati- 
on ; their faJaries*, pay and perquifites are all changeable 
at the pleafure of the prince who beftows them, altho' the 
army be paid from funds raifed and appropriated by the 
legislature*. But the clergy, as they have little reafon to 
expelt, (b they defire no more than their antient legal 
dues ; only indeed with the removal of many grievous 
impediments in the collection of them ; which it is to be 
feared they mud wait for until more favourable times. It 
is well known that they have already, of their own ac- 
cord, fhewa great indulgence to their people upon this 

very 
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very article of flax, feldom taking above a fourth part of 
their tythe for (mall- parcels, and oftentimes nothing at 
all from new beginners ; waiting with patience until the 
farmers were able, and until great quantities of land were 
employed in that part of hufbandry ; never fufpe&ing 
that their good intentions fhouid be perverted in fo fin* 
gular a manner to their detriment by that very aflembly, 
which, daring the time that convocations (which are art 
original part of our conftitotioti, : ever fince chriftianity 
became national among us) are thought fit to be fufpend- 
ded, God knows for what reafon, or from what provo- 
cations; I fay, from that very aflembly, who during the 
intervals of convocations fhouid rather be fappofed to be 
guardians of the rights and properties of the clergy, than 
to make the lead attempt upon either. 

I have not heard upon inquiry, that any of thofe gen- 
tlemen, who among us without doors are called therw/- 
farty, difcover the leaft zeal in this affair. If they had 
thoughts to interpofe, it might be conceived they would 
(hew their difpleafure againft this bill, which mull very 
much leflen the value of the King's patronage upon pro- 
motion to vacant fees, in the difpofal of deanries, and o- 
ther confiderable preferments in the church, which are 
in the donation of the crown ; whereby the viceroys will 
have fewer good preferments to- bellow on their depen- 
dents, as well as upon the kindred of members, who may 
have a fufficient ftock of that fort of merit, whatever it 
may be, which may in future times mod prevail. 

The DifTenters, by not fucceeding in their endeavours 
to procure a repeal of the ted, have loft nothing, but 
continue in a full enjoyment of their toleration ; while 
the clergy without giving the leaft offence are by this bill 
deprived of a confiderable branch of their antient legal 
rights, whereby the fchifmatical party will have the plea- 
fore of gratifying their revenge hoc Craii <ve/ttere. 

The farmer will find no relief by this modus, becaufe 
when his preient leafe fhall expire, his landlord will in- 
fallibly raife the rent in an equal proportion upon every 
part of land where flax is fown, and have fo much a bet* 
ter (ecurity for payment at the expence of the clergy. 

Ip we judge by things paft,^it little avails that this bill 
is to be limited to a certain time of ten, twenty, or thirty 

years* 
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years. For no landlord will ever content that a law fhall 
expire, by which he finds himfelf a gainer ; and of this 
there are many examples as well in England as in this 
. kingdom. 

The great end of this bill is by proper encouragement 
to extend the linen manufacture into thofe countries 
• where it hath hitherto been little cultivated : but this en- 
couragement of lejfening the tytbe of flax and hemp is one 
of fuch a kind as, it is to be feared, will have a directly, 
contrary effect. Becaufe, if I am rightly informed, no fet 
of men hath, for their number and fortunes, been mone 
induftrious and iuccefsful than the clergy, in introducing 
that manufacture into places Which were unacquainted 
with it, by perfuading their people to&w flax and hemp,, 
by procuring feed for them, And by having them inffcrnct- 
<ed in the management hereof; and this they did sot 
without reafonable hopes of ancreafmg the value of ifcc§r 
jaarHhes after fome time, as well as of predicting the be- 
nefit of the public. But if this modus fhould take place, 
tfce clergy will be fo far from gaining, that they will be- 
come lofers by their extraordinary care, by having their 
beft arable lands turned to flax and hemp, which are rec- 
koned great impoverifliers of land: they cannot therefore 
he blamed* if they ihould fhew as much zeal to 'prevent 
its being introduced or improved in their pariflies as they 
Wtherto havcibewed in the introducing mad improving it; 
This, I am told, fame of them have already declared, 
at leaft fo far as to refotve not to give themfeives any 
more trouble than other men about promoting a manu- 
facture, by the fucceft of which they .only of all men are 
do be fttfferers. Perhap* the giving even a further en- 
couragement than the law doth, as it now itands, to a 
iet of men who might on many accounts be & nfeful to 
this purpofe, would "be no bad method of having the 
£reat end of the bill more effectually anfwered : but this 
m what they are far from defiring ; all they petition £ap 
is no more than to continue on the lame footing with the 
reft of their fellow-fubjects. 

If this modus of paying by the acre be to pafs into a 
Jaw, it were to be wifhed, that the fame law would not 
only appoint one or more fworn furveyors in each parifh, 
to meafure the lands on which flax and hemp are fown, 

but 
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but alfo fettle the price of furveying, and determine whe- 
ther the incumbent or farmer is to - pay for each annual 
furvey. Without fomething of this kind there muft con- 
ftantly be difputes between them, and the neighbouring 
juilices of peace muft be teized as often as thofe difputes 
happen. 

I had written thus far, when a paper was fent to me 
with feveral reafons againft the bill, fome- whereof, altho* 
they have been already touched, are put in a* better light, 
and the reft did not occur- to me. I (hall deliver 'them fn 
the author's own words* 

I. That tythes are the patrimony of the church ; and 
if not of divine original, yet at leaft of great antiquity. 

II. .That all purchafes and leafes of tythable lands, for 
many centuries paft, have been made and taken, fubjeft 
to the demand of tythes, and thofe lands fold and taken 
juft fa much the cheaper on that account. 

- III. That if any lands are exempted from tythes; or 
,the legal demands of fuch tythes leflened by aft of parlia- 
ment, fo much value is taken from the proprietor of the 
tythes, and veiled in the proprietor of the lands, or his 
head tenants. 

IV. That no innocent unoffending perfon can be fb 
^deprived of his property without the greatcft violation of 

common juftice. 

V. That to do this upon a profpeft of encouraging the 
linen or any other manufacture, is a&ing upon a very 
miftaken and unjuft fuppofition ; inafmuch as the price 
of the lands fo occupied will be no way lefTened to the 
farmer by fuch a law. 

VI. That the clergy are content chearfully to bear (as 
.they now do) any burden in common-with' their fellow 
fubje&s, either for the fuppprt of his Majefty's govern*- 
ment, or the encouragement -of the trade of the nation*, 
but think it very hard that they mould be-fingled out to 
pay heavier taxes than others at a time, when by the de- 
creafe of the vajue of their parilhes they are lefs able to 
bear them. 

VII. That the legiflaturc hath heretofore diftingmfh- 

ed the clergy by exemptions, and not by additional loads, 

.and the prefent clergy of the kingdom hope they have 

not 
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not deferved worfe of the legiflature than their prede- 
ceffors. 

VIII. That by the original conflitution of thefe king-, 
doms, the clergy had the fole right of taxing themfelves, 
and were in poflefEon 0/ that right as low as the reftora- 
tion ; and if that right be now devolved upon the Com- 
mons by the ceffion of the clergy, the Commons can be 
confidered in this cafe in no other light thai as the guar- 
dians of the clergy. 

IX. That befides -thofe tythes always in the pofTeffion 
ef the clergy, -.there areibme portions of tythes lately 
come into their pofTeffion by purcbafe; that if this claufe 
ihould take place, they would not be allowed the benefit 
of thefe purchafers upon an equal foot of advantage with- 
the reft of their fellow-fubjects. And that' fome tythes 
in the hands of impropriators are under fettlements and . 
mortgages. > 

X. That the gentlemen of this houfe ihould confider, 
that loading the clergy is loading their own younger bro- • 
thers and children, with this additional grievance, that/it 
is taking from the younger and poorer to give to the el- 
der and richer; and, 

Laftly % That if it were at any time juft and proper to 
do this* it would however be too fevere to do it now, 
when all the tythes of the kingdom are known for fome 
years paft to have funk above one third part in their 
value. 

* Any income in the hands of the clergy is at leafbas 
ufeful to the public as the fame income in the hands. -of 
the laity. 

It were more reafonable to grant the clergy in three 
parts 'of the nation an additional fupport, than to diminila 
their prefent fubfiftence. 

•Great employments are and will be in the hands "of 
Englifhmen;. nothing left for the younger ions of Iriih- 
men but vicarages, .tide-waiters places, Qc. therefore no 
reafon to make them worfe. 

The modus upon the flax in England affects only lands 
reclaimed fince the year 1690, and is at the fate of five 
fhillings the Englifh acre, which is equivalent to eight 
millings and eight pence Iriih, and that to be paid before 
the farmer removed it from the field. Flax is a manu- 
facture 
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fa&we of little confequence in England, bat is theftapler 
in Ireland, and if it increafes (as it probably will) xnuft in 
many places joftle out com, became it is more gainful'. 

Thb clergy of die eftahlimed church have no intereflr 
like thofe of the church of Rome, diftinct from the true 
intereft of their country, and therefore ought to fuffer 
under no diftincl impofitions or taxes of any kind. 

The bill for fettling the modus ofjkx in England was 
brought in the firft year of the reign of King George Ii 
when the clergy lay very unjuitly under the imputation of 
fame difafte£Bon ; and to encourage the bringing in of 
fome fens in Lincolnihire which were not to be continued 
under fia* ; but it left all lands where^Mr had been fown 
before that time under the fame condition of ty thing, in 
which they were before the paffing of that bill; whereas 
thi» bill takes away what the clergy are actually poffefTed 
of. . 

That the woollen manufacture is the ftaple of England, 
as the linen is that of Ireland, yet no attempt was ever 
made in England to reduce the tythe of wool for the en- 
couragement of that manufa&ure: This manufacture 
hath already been remarkably favoured by the clergy, 
who have hitherto been generally content with lefs than 
half, fome with fixpence a garden, and fome have taken 
nothing. 

Employments-, theyfeyi have been~taxed ; thereafons 
for which taxation will not hold with regard to property, 
at lead till employments become inheritances. The 
Commons always have had fo tender a regard to proper- 
ty, that they never would fuffer any law to pafs, whereby 
any particular perfons might be aggrieved without their 
own confent. 

N. Bi " Some alterations have been made in the bill 
" about the modus* fince the above paper was 
" written? but they are of little moment." 
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A'"tydd^"-PfrWo*Ai/'4b* -preventing the 

i; from being a burdeji t© their parents or 
< country, and for making them beneficial 
' to the publici •. :. 

jp?, i» a «*e^cfco^objp&^ $b&>.» who walk ; $ro* 
JL &w- great *ow« f or travel ia the. cpuflUy,i when tji^ 
Ice t^p ; ftfeels,. 4h& roafb a&d ^binrdoors; .crowded with 
beggaw pf the female fex, followed by three, four, or 
fix children, all in rags, and imparJtonjng every paiTenr 
^er fjpuvx alflps, ,, Thefc? mothers, »ftead of being able 
to work for their l##*e4 l^ihopd, f afe, /orc*4 to employ 
^lltfflBir *itf*ri% Ailing $Q beg fuftqnance for their help- 
Jefcjnfaflts^whg, ajs ijiey grow, up, ejttier turn thieve* 
for waQtofwqrk^ or leaver their d par native country to 
light for the Pretender in Spain, or fell themfelves to the 
garbadpes. . t » 

J think it is agreed by all parties, that this prodigious 
^un>ber. of children jn- the arms, or- on the backs, or at 
j^ehttUiPf their niPJihew,; and fre^juently of their far 
thers* is jja. tjie preftant deplorable date of the kingdom a 
-VP*y gceai additiQnal ^rierance j and therefore whoever 
jcoujd, &nd out. a\fair, cheap and eafy method of making 
$htfe children found.and ufeful members of the common- 
jweaHh, wpuVifMerve fo well of the public, as to have 
•Jiis ftatue fet up ipr a preferver of the nation. 
.* , JfcuT.jpjy mention is very far from being confined to 
|Wfoyi4 e onJjf t fw the children pf pr^feffed fcggars : it is 
■of^amuch g^^atec, e#tent x and-lhall. take in the. whole 
fj#nber of infant a$a,oertain age, vyhp are< born of pa,- 
inente in effect, as little able to /iippqrt them, as thoie. who 
.demand our chatty in the Greets* ; / 

4 s to my owh part,; having tunned my 2 thpughts for 
WV JFWJiHOT Jhis. jnipor^mt , jubje& : an4, maturely. 
;wejgbBij^ffyeraJ^^ J h^e al- 

ways. fou^d[^^,g^iy 1 !n^^ 
•YqUjJIL ^ ' Dd It 
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It is true, a child juft dropt from its dam may be fop- 
ported by her milk for a iolar year, with little other 
nourifhinenc:at meft nof above -thev-aliiejof twc ihiUinga* 
which the mother may certainly get, or r thevalae in 
{craps, by her lawful occupation of begging ; and it is 
exactly at one year old that I propofe to provide for them 
in fuch a manner, as inftead of being a charge apon their 
parents, or the parifh, or wanting food and raiment for 
the red of their lives, they fhall, on the contrary, con- 
tribute to the feeding, and partly to the cloathing of ma- 
ny thoufand s. 

There is likewife another great advantage in my 
fcheme, that it wiH prevent thofe? voluntary abortions, 
and that horrid practice of women murdering their baft- 
ard children, alas ! too freque\it among us, facrificing 
the poor innocent babes,- I doubt more to avoid the ex- 
pence than the fhame, which would move tears and pity 
in the moil favage and inhuman breaft. * • • : 

The number of fouls in this kingdom ' being ufually 
reckoned xme million and a haHy of thefe I Calculate there 
may be about two hundred thoufand couple, whofe wives 
are breeders ; from which number I fubtraft thirty thou- 
fand couple, who are able to maintain their own children* 
(altho* I apprehend there cannot be fo many under the 
prefent diftreffes of the kingdom) but this being granted, 
there wHl remain an hundred and Seventy thousand breed- 
ers. I again fubtracl fifty thoufand for thofe women, 
who mifcarry, or whofe children die by accident or dif. 
<eafe within the year. There only remain an hundred 
and twenty thoufand children of poor parents annually 
born. The queftion therefore is, How this number fhall 
be reared and provided for ? which, as I have already 
faid, under the prefent fituatkm of affairs is utterly tm- 
poflible by 'all the methods- hitherto plropbfed. For we 
can neither employ them in handicraft or agriculture; 
we neither build ho'ufes, (I mean in the country) nor 
'cultivate land : they can very feldorh pick up a livelihood 
by ftealing, till they arrive at fix years old, except where 
they are pftowardly parts ; althb* I confefs they learn 
the rudiments much earlier; during which time they can 
however be properly looked isptfn only is 4 probationers "; 
as I have been infortiietl bj^pttt&j&Kgefctiem&ri in the 

I ^ --county 
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f^aty of Cavan, who profiled to me, that he . never 
new above one or two 'lhftances under the age of fix, 
even in < a part of the kingdom fa- renowned for the 
quickeft proficiency in that art. 

. I am aflured by our merchants, that a boy or a girt 
before twelve years old is no faleable commodity ; and 
evei* when they come jp -tjiis age they wilT not yield above ' 
ffir^'pounds^ or j&ree ppunds and half a crown at mod, 
9Q the Exchange/ ;', wKicJi carinoj turn l tp account either 
$p' $e, parents pr\kmgdom, the charge^ of nutriment and! 
tags having been at Teail four times that value. 
* jl fliajlnowi therefore humbly prppofe my own thoughts,, 
which 1 hope will not be liable to. the leaft objection. 

T I -hav^e been aflbred by a. very knowing American of 
ja$y, acg^h&ricfc J£ i*ondo.a; that a youn^ healthy chfldjj 
toel^ flurfed);, if;, a$ & year old am oft delicious nourifliing 
^d'^hp^^ine foox|« whether' fewed, . rpafted, baked," 
or bolted ; and*Xmake nor doubt that it will equally ferve 
xo a irjcafle,' or a ragoufif. , , , , 

I do therefore humbly offer ' ft td ' public , ct>nfideration r 
that of the hundred and- twenty thoufand children already. 
qpmputeoY twenty; thoufand . may be referved for breed,, 
^here'pf only pi*e fourth part tp be males ; which is more 
#ian we allow. to flieep* black cattle, or (wine 'j and my 
feafoh 'is/that' thefe children are' feldorri the fruits of mar- 
r;age,«a cirqpmftance DQt much regarded by our favages r 
therefore, one male will be fufficie^it to ferve four females. 
That the remaining Hundred thoufand may,, at a year 
<>ld, be offered in fale to the perfbns of quality and for- 
tune through- the kingdom : always advifing the mother 
tplet theiri fijck plentifully in ' tl\e laft month, fo as to\ 
tender theni plump, . and fat for 'a good table. A child 
will make two dimes at an. entertainment for friends ;. 
and when the family dines alone, the fore or hind quar- 
ter will make a'reafonable dilh, and feafoned with a little 
pepper or fait, will be very good ' boiled on the fourth: 
4ay ; efpecially in winter. 

I have reckoned upon a medium* that a-child juft born, 
will weigh 1 2 pounds, . and In 3 folar year, if tolerably. 
*iirfed t wjll increafe to 28 pounds.. ' 
" J l grant this food wifl- be lbme what dear, anc? therefore 
ytry proper for landlords, who, as they have already de« 

Dd-2 . voureA 
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voured moft of tlic parents, feeiti Jtb liaVe tn'g'beft fixtetd 
the children. - ... 

Infant's flelh win be"" m fi»afori throughout the 1 year, 
but more plentiful in- Marchj. and a little before and a£' 
Ur ; for we are told by a grave Juthor *, ' an elninent 
French phyfician, that ^(hbeing'a'.prolific'diet, there; are* 
more children born ii> Rortian Catholic countries abouf 
Bine months after Lerit'^han'at any other ieapnjjthdre- 
fore reckoning a year after, ' ten tV' the' ritfarkW Wilt bfi 
more glutted, thajiu^uali;j>ecaufe the nutnb^K"6f *Ro]5ifff 
infants is at ' leaft t three t6 one 1 jti tKis fcingdtfai ;" . ani 
therefore it will have one other cc/llatem aoVajn^Jie'by 
leffening the numbej oi'Papifts 1 &h£rig us. ; *■/[ . ' " 

I have already computed tfee-cVarge bf fiirtinV Irbeg- 
*ar*» Wrjn whicjr jiff J *re&o'n'M 
XndToiir^fths >of 4fe^fi^^j0. c ^fce /k^^^o/lttS^jel; 
/*r annum, rags in^clyde^j^ana 't Defied A# l |^rarijfotf 
would- repine to J give" fe'n mifufrgs fbr^he 1 caVrafe^df £ 

good fat child, which, as I have ;&a;/'will w&^;ftdr 

diihes of excellent ritttri tive 'JfieafV " wfc ea 4 Ke ft aftf* ' bftly^ 
fome particular friend or his ow iv family to' dine yith him.' 
Thus th'ejbuire will .learn ; to be 4^q)Ek};'Ta^tord, N ftAif 
grow popular- among £|3 > 1fenanl(t'V < ^4^^^'iWiil' l ndVtf 
eight 'ihiiljrigi iiea^ Jr6fiV. * nd ty' [ &&£ w&fe? 'tiif ft< 
produces another child. .. 

* THOSE'who'are niore ; thri% ^i ¥ fiiuit ; &nf& the' 
times require) may flay the CafCafs - v the Ikffi 6fWhiCft r 
artificially drefled, will make adrhiribl^ gioves ; foi 8? lidie5 j 
and fummer boots for fine.gentlenaen.. . 

As to our city of Dublin, .feambfes ; inay'lJe fypditi&i 
fcr this 'puVpofe an (tie moft 1 c^rivertie^hi f&rts'bf ; it, J and* 
butchery we may b^flured w^'^^>AtS|fj{^ altno* 
I rather'reconimencj'tiuyin^ttfe children alrV^, aricf'drelC' 
ing them hot frorn ^he knife, as >ve do fdafting'pigs. 

A very worthy peffon/a* true lover of nis .country , 'and 
whofe virtues I iiighly efteerh, was lately pleafed, in di& 
courfiBgon-this^matier, to offer 'a refinement upon my* 
^cheme. J?e (ai3, thaljhany gentlemen of this tingdoin tr 
having of tate'^eftroy^d.th^ir^cieer^ he coricelve'd tliat the* 
*vajvt pf ^ecifoninightfee'weil'fupplied bythe^'odleV/ol 1 
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yonng kids and-raaidens, not exceeding, fourteen years of 
age, nor under twelve 5 fo great a number of both fexeip 
in every county being now ready to .ftarve for want of] 
Work and fervice : and thefe to be difpofed,of by thejft 
parents, if alive, or other wife by their neareft relati<»n$4 
But, with due deference to fo excellent * friend* and fi» 
{beferviitg a patriot, I cannot be altogether in his fetiti-i 
meats r for, as to the males, my American acquaintance 
aiTured me, from frequent experience, that their flefh waa> 
generally tough and lean, like that of our.fchool-boys* 
by continual exercife, and their tafte difagreeable? an4 
to fatten them would not anfwer the charge. Then, as* 
to the fenJaleVit would, I think, with humble frbmiflion,,. 
be a lofe to the public, becaufe they foon would become? 
breeders themfelves : and befides, it is not improba le*. 
that fome fcrupulous people might be apt to cenfure fuck 
a- practice, (altho* indeed very unjuftly) as a little bor- 
dering upon cruelty ; which, I confefs, hath always beer* 
with me the ftrongefl objection againft any project,, how 
well foever intended. 

• But in order to juftify my friend, he confefled, that 
this expedient was put intp his head by the famous. Sal - 
manaazor, a native of the iftand Formofa, who came; 
from thence to London above twenty years ago, and; its 
converfation, told my friend, that m his country, when? 
any young perfon happened to be put to death, the ex- 
ecutioner fold the careafes to perfons of quality as a prime 
dainty; and that in his time the body of a plump girl of 
fifteen, who was crucified for an attempt to pdifon ,the> 
Emperor, was fold to his Imperial Majefty's Prime Mi* 
toifter of State', and other great Mandarins of the co\irt, 
in joints from the gibbet, at four hundred, crowns, Neih 
ther indeed can 1 deny, that if the fame ufe were made 
of feveral plump young girls in this town, who, without 
one tingle groat to their fortunes, Gannot ftir abroad with'* 
out a chair, and appear at a play-houfe and aflembUes. in 
foreign fineries which they never will pay for* the king- 
dom would not be the worfe. 

Some perfons of a defponding fpirit are in great con* 
cern about that vaft number of poor people, who arc aged, 
difeafed, or maimed > and I have been defired to employ 
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my thoughts what courfe may be taken to eafe the na- 
tioh of ft> grievous an incumbrance. But I am not in the 
leaft pain upon that matter, becaufe it is very well known, 
that they are every day dying, and rotting, by cold and 
famine, and filth and vermin, as fall as can be reasonably 
capected. And as to the young labourers, they are now 
in abnoft as hopeful a condition : they cannot get work, 
and consequently pine away for want" of nourishment, to 
a degree, that if at any time they are accidentally hired 
to common labour, they have not ftrength to perform it; 
and thus the country and themielves are happily deli- 
vered from the evils to come. 

I have too long digreued, and therefore (hall return to 
sny fubjedt I think the advantages by the propofal, 
which I have made, are obvious and many, as well as of 
the higheft importance. 

For, firftj as I have already obferved, it would great- 
ly leSTen the nmber of Papifts, with whom we are yearly 
over-run, being the principal breeders of the nation, as 
well as our moft dangerous enemies, and who flay at 
home on purpofe to deliver the kingdom to the Pretend- 
er, hoping to take their advantage by the abience of (o 
many good Protectants? who have chofen rather to leave 
their country, than flay at home and pay tythes againft 
their conference to an epifcopal curate. 

Secondly, The poorer tenants will nave Something va- 

v luable of their own, which by law may be made liable to 

a diftrefs, and help to pay their landlord's rent ; their 

corn and cattle being already Seized, and money a thing 

unkfionvn. 

Thirdly, Whereas die maintenance of an hundred 
thoufand children, from two years old. and upwards, can- 
not be computed at.lefs than ten Shillings a piece per an" 
*um, the nation's ftock will be thereby increafed fifty 
thouiand pounds per annum, befides the profit of a new 
. diih introduced to the tables of all gentlemen of fortune 
in the kingdom, who have any refinement in tafte. And 
the money will circulate among ourfelves, the goods be- 
ing entirely of our own growth and manufacture. 

Fourthly, The conftant breeders, befides the gain of 
<ijght Shillings Sterlings annum by the Sale of their chil- 
dren,^ 
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dren, will be rid of the charge of maintaining them after 
the Aril year. : 

Fifthly, This food would likewife bring great cuftom 
to taverns ; where the vintners will certainly be £0 pru- 
dent as to procure the beft receipts for dreffing.it to per-» 
fe&ion, and confequently have their houfes frequented 
by all the fine gentlemen, who juftly value themfelves 
upon their knowledge in good eating ; and a fkilful 
cook, who underfbnds how to oblige his guefts, will con-* 
trive to make it as expenfive as they pleafe. 

Sixthly* This would be a great inducement to marri- 
age, which all wife nations have either, encouraged by re- 
wards, or enforced by laws, and penalties. It would 
cncreafe the care and tenderneis of mothers towardstheir 
children, when they were fure of a fettlement for life to 
the poor babes, provided in fome fort by the public, to 
their annual profit inftead of expence. We &ould foon 
fee an honeft emulation among the married women; 
" which of them could bring the fatteit child to the mar* 
" ket." Men would become as fond of their wives during 
the time of their pregnancy, as they are now of their 
mares in foal, their cows in calf, or fows when they are 
ready to farrow 3 nor offer to beat or kick them (as is 
too frequent a praclice) for fear of a mifcarriage. 

Many other advantages might be enumerated. For 
inftance, the addition of fome thoufand carcafes in our 
exportation of barrelled beef: the propagation of fwine's 
fleih, and improvement in the art of making good bacon; 
fo much wanted among us by the great deftru&ion of pigs, 
too frequent at our tables ; which are no way comparable 
in tafte or magnificence to a well-grown, fat, yearly child, 
which roafted whole will make a confiderable figure at a 
Lord Mayor's feeft, or any other public entertainment. 
But this, and many - others, I omit, being ftudious of 
brevity. 

. Supposing that one thoufand families in this city would 
be conftant customers for infant's flefh, be fides others who 
might have it at merry-meetings, particularly at weddings 
and chriftenings, I compute, that Dublin would take off 
annually about twenty thoufand carcafes; and the reft 
of the kingdom (where probably they will be fold fome- 
what cheaper) the remaining eighty thoufand. 

I 
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' I can think of no one ohje&ion that will poffibly bb 
railed againil this propofal, unlets it mould be urgedv 
that the number of people will be thereby much leEened 
in the kingdom. This I freely own, and it was indeed 
one principal design in offering it to the world . I def:re 
Ihe* reader will obferve, that I calculate nay remedy «* for 
" this owe individual kingdom of Irelanb, and for no 
4* other, that ever was, is, or, I think, ever can be npon 
" earth." Therefore let no man talk to me of other ex* 
pedients : " of taxing our abfentees at five millings a 
" pound : of ufing neither cloaths, nor honfhold furni- 
u ture, except what is of our own growth, and maun* 
4S failure : of utterly rejecting the maceriak and mftru* 
•-< ments that promote foreign luxury : of curing the ex> 
« pehfiveneft of pride,' vanity, idlenefc, and gaining in 
f* our women : of introducing a vein of parfimony, pru> 
1' dence, and temperance % . of learning to Iqvc onr coun* 
*' try, in the want of which we differ even from Lapland 
" dbrs and the inhabitants of Topi wamboo: of quitting 
•' our animoiities and fa&ions, nor ading any longer like 
*' the Jews, who were murdering one another at the very 
" moment their city was taken : of being a little cautious 
•* not to fell our country and confciences for nothing : of 
" teaching landlords to have at lead one degree of mercy 
•• towards their tenants : iaftiy, of putting a fpirit of ho- 
•' nefty, induftry, and (kill into our (hop-keepers t who, 
'* if a resolution could now be taken to buy only onr na> 
" tive goods, would immediately unite to cheat and exa& 
f ' upon us in the price, die meaiure, and the goodnefs, 
f nor could ever yet be brought to make one fair proposal 
?* of juft dealing, tho* often and earneftly invited to it." 
- There FORE I repeat, let no man talk w>meof thefe and 
the like expedients *, till he hath at leaft fome glympfe 
of hope, that there will ever be ibme hearty and Ancere 
attempt to put them in pra&ice. 
' But 

* Theft expedients had been propofcd before, feme of tbexa^ 
by the Dean, and to urge the practice of them by Jbrwing the onfy 
alternative^ ieeou to have been the defign of this paper. 
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••'Wtffias' b.ftiyf^ "fearing fei^fetaA'M &>maty 
y^r^wftS'^^finf tdini/Hl^'Viitentiy t!toug«&, *nd at 
length ^iteHy cfefpkith% of iuccenV, 1 1 Jertttnafefy* Fell • 
u$on tltfs, - fcropofat ;, whjeh as it » wholly new, f© it 
terth fottitrthm^TdlM arid real, &*& -ctpthte and littfe 
trouble, FtiH'in 1 6«f 4 bwii frfrWeV, aitaf whereby we dnvhr 1 
titfiti : *&g&' i*di**!igito£ Bfttft*»8. C F«* this kind 
of commodity will not bear exportation, the fieffifoefitg 
of too tender a confidence to admit a long continuance 
in fait, " altho' perhaps I could name a country, which 
" would be glad to eat up our whole nation without it." 
After all, I am not to violently bent upon my own 
opinion as to reject any offer propoied by wife men, which 
Anil be found eoually innocent, cheap, eafy, and effectu- 
al. But before Something of that kind (hall be advanced 
in contradiction to my fcheme, and offering a better, I 
defile the author or authors will be pleaied maturely to 
confider two points. Firft, As things now ft and, how 
they will be able to find food and raiment for a hundred 
thousand ufelefs mouths and backs. And fecondly, There 
being a round million of creatures in human figure thro'* 
out this kin?dom> whofe whole fubfiftence put into a 
common flock would leave them in debt two millions of 
pounds fterling, adding thofe, who are beggars by profe£- 
fion, to the bulk of farmers, cottagers, and labourers, with; 
their wives and children, who are beggars in effect ; I 
defire thofe politicians who difiike my overture, and may 
perhaps be lo bold to attempt an anlwer, that they will 
firft. afk the parents of thefe mortals, whether they would 
not at this day think it a neat happinds to have been 
fold for food at a year old, in die manner I prefcribe, and 
thereby have avoided fuch a perpetual fcene of misfor- 
tunes, as they have fince gone thro' by the oppreffion of 
landlords, the impoffibiUty of paying rent without 
money or trade, the want of common fuftenance, with 
neither houfe nor cloaths to cover them from the 
inclemencies of the weather, and the moft inevitable 
profpect of entailing the like, or greater miferies, upon 
their breed for ever. 

- I profefs in the fincerity of my heart, that I have not 

the 
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the ieafl perfcnal inteieft in eadeavquring to. promote 
this necefiary wosk, having no. other motive than the 
•* public good of iny country, by advancing our trade, 
" providing for infante, relieving the poor, -and giving 
" tome pleafure to the rich.' 1 I have no .children,, by 
which I can propofe to get a fingte .penny: the 
youngeft being nine yean old, aqd my: vwfe;paft clfild- 
beating. . ...*.. - . t ; . • ; .., , / .,\ r . , 
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„. Tcf. the Honourable Houfc of Commons, &c. 

1 » . < • 4 4 

The humble PETITION of the Footmen 
in and about the city of Dublin. 



\ [Written in tbc year 1712.} 

Si . . :*• iv : . r.-r - ' :' * ; . 

. Htmbfy Jb&weth, t . ' 

THAT your petitioners arc a great and numerous 
fodety, endowed with feveral privileges time out 
Cm mind. 

That certain lewd, idle, and disorderly perfons for 
feveral months paft, as it is notorioufly known, have been 
daily feen in the public walks of this city* habited fome- 
trmes 'in green coaW itad r ibmetimes laced, with long 
oaken cudgels in their hands, and without (words ; in 
hopes to procure favour, by that advantage, with a great 
number of ladies who frequent thole walks ; pretending 
and giving themfelves out to be true genuine Irifi 
Footmen; whereas they can be proved to be no better 
than common toufeu, » as a judiriaas , eye may foqn dif* 
covtir by their aukward, dumfey, itngemeel gait and be- 
haviour ; by their utrikil&Jnefs in drefteven with the ad- 
vantage of our 1 habits ; by their El-favoured countenances, 
with an air of impudence and dolnefs peculiar to the reft 
pf their brethren, who have not yet arrived at that tran- 
scendent pitch of aflurance ; akho' it may be juftly ap- 
prehended, that they will do fo in time, if thefe counter* 
fttt* (hall -happen; to fticceed in ^ their evil defign of paifing 
for real footmen, thereby, to render themfelves more 
amiable to the ladies, a 

, You* petitioners do farther raHedge, that many pf the 
{qjd counterfeits, upon a. drift examination, have been 
found in the aft of ftrutting, flaring, fwearing, fwag* 
gering, in a manner that plainly (hewed their beft endea- 
vours to imitate us. Wherein, altho' they did not 

fucceed 
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fucceed, yet by their ignorant and ungainly way of 
copying our graces, the utmoft indignity was endeavour- 
ed tq J>e caft uppiuour w^iole prqfefljon. - . , 1 .- 

Ydtr* petitioners do 'therefore malceitthdrilumbie re- 
ijueft, that ibis .honourable houjfe ito rna^y of whoin 
your petitioners are nearly allied) Wwf ^leafeto take this 
grievancfiinCQ yQurmoil ferjpns oo/Uidfiratiari : humbly 
fubmitting, whether it would not be proper, that certain 
officers might at the public charge be employed to fearch 
for, and difcover all Atgb counterfeit footmen ; to carry 
them before the next juftice of peace, By whofe warrant, 
upon the ftrft convi&ion, they fhould be ftripped -of ffceir 
coats and oaken ornaments, and be fet two hoars in the 
Hacks ; upon the Second conrrftic*, Sendee ftH£ping> bS 
fet fix hoars in the fades, with a paper pjn&cd'on their 
breads, dignifying their crime, in large capital letters) 
and in the following words ; A. B. xmmmfy. ctlkd A B. 
Efq\ a toupee, and a, ttetorioos impqfler, yoke fr&fumed\topr* 
filiate a true Irifofsotmeno ••..:>' - Y- .1: . » 

. And for, any 6dim< offence* Abe. feid toupee . (hall -be 
committed to Bridewell;. whippekL three fciifces, forced to 
hard lahour fpr a JDaohth,..aaid iiot to be fet at liberty- tiH 
fee fhall have given sufficient feonrifty for his good beha* 
viour. •'.••-• ' j • • . '• 

Yo v& Honours will pleafe to obferve, with what lenity 
we propqfefto treat liie&'eaioxarioxi^o&ndQfs* who. h*u» 
already brought fuch a fpafldai ion oar hanpttttblecalbngt 
that ievenai \neUnrtteaning people haste inffiafcn; tacm.to 
hojoi oor;; fraternity^. 1 in dhninwiipn totibat credit and 
dignity whereby we!hai«fappc)rt«dour'itat«>n, as we al- 
ways did, : in the worit of ..times. And we farther beg 
leave to remark^ that this was mamfeftly done with afe> 
<dxtioufrdefign to reader us Ids capable .of feeing thc.pfi* 
hiac : i|i lany giaat employmentej as) fey«ral<of rtir frater* 
siity. a& weUiasfiour^useeilojs^hsverdontft .~\i ol ir.*i ;■* 

We do therefore humbly implore. your ttwjows U&.pXG 
necefiary. orders? for our! rriiefiui rthia fMS&rtfqe*ig€icy, 
and your petitioners- (a* in duty: bound), Jhfti* ever play, 
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A Proposal, for giving badges to the Beg 
gars in ail the panfhcs of Dublin. 

By the Dean of St Patrick's. 
[Written in the year 173 7.] 



IT hath been a general complaint* that the poor*houfe 
(efpecially fince the new conftitution by aft of parlia* 
ment) hath been of no benefit to this city, for the eafe of 
which it was wholly intended. I had the honour to bt 
a member of it many years before it was new-modelled 
by the legislature ; not from any peribnal regard, but 
•merely as one of the two Deans, who are of courfeput 
into mod commiffions that relate to the city': and I have 
likewife' the honour to have been left ofit of Several com- 
xniffions upon the fcore of party » in which my predeceP- 
fors time out of mind have always been members. N 

The nrft commiffion was made up of about fifty per- 
sons, which were, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and She- 
riffs, and fome few other citizens ; the Judges-,* the two 
Archbilhops, the two Deans of the, city, and one' or two 
more gentlemen. And I moil confeft my opinion, that 
the diflblvkig the old oommiffion, and eftablkhing a new 
one of near three times the number, have been the great 
caufe of rendering fo good a defign not only ufelefs, bat 
a grievance inftead of a benefit to the city. In the pre- 
fent commifiion all the city clergy are included, befides 
a great number of Quires, not only thofe- who refide m 
Dublin and the neighbourhood, but fevferal who live at a 
great idiftance, and cannot poffibly have the leafl concern 
£or the advantage of the city. 

At the few general meetings that I have attended 
iince the new eftablimmeht, I omerved very little was done 
except one or two afts of extreme juftice, which I then 
thought might as well have been feared :; and I have 
found the court of affiftance ufually taken up in little 

Vol. III. £ e wrangles 
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wrangles about coachmen, or adjufting accounts of meal 
and fmall beer ; which, however neceffary, might fome- 
times have given place to matters of much greater mo- 
ment, I meairfome fphemes recommended to the general 
beard for anfwering the chief ends in erecting and efta- 
blifhing fuch a poor-houfe, and endowing it with fo con- 
fid erable a revenue : and the principal end I take to have 
been that of maintaining the poor and orphans of the ci- 
ty, where the parilhes are not able to do it ; and clearing 
the fireets from all (trailers, foreigners, and fturdy beg- 
gars, with which, to the univerfal complaint and admirati- 
on, Dublin is more infefted iince the eftablifhment of the 
poor-houfe, than it was ever known to be iince its iirft 
erection. 

As the whole fund for fupporting this hofpital is raifed 
only from the inhabitants of the city ; fo there can be 
hardly any thing more abfurd than to fee it mifem ployed 
in maintaining foreign beggars., and bailards, or orphans, 
of farmers, whofe country landlords never contributed 
one milling towards their fupport. I would engage, that 
half this revenue, if employed with common care, and 
no very great degree of common honefly, would maintain 
all the real objects of charity in this city, except a fmall 
jvumber of original poor in every parifh,- who might, 
without being burthenfome to the pariihioners, find a to- 
lerable fgpport* - ■ . 

I have, for feme years paft applied wyfelf to' federal 
Lord Mayors, and the late Archbifhop of Dublin, for 
a remedy to this evil of foreign beggars ; and they all 
appeared ready -to receive a very plain propofal, I mean 
that of badging the original poor of every parifh, .who 
begged in the ftreets ;. that the faid beggars mould be 
confined to their own parilhes ; that they mould wear 
their badges well fown upon one of their moulders, al- 
ways viable* on pain of being whipped and turned out of 
town ; or whatever legal punifhment may be thought pro- 
per and effectual. But, by the wrong way of thinking in 
fome clergymen, and the indifference of others, this me- 
thod was perpetually defeated, to their own continual dis- 
quiet, which they do not ill deferve ; and if the grievance 
affected, only them, it would be of lefs confequence ; 
becaufe the remedy is in their own power : but, aH ftreet- 

walkers 
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walkers and {hop-keepers bear an equal fhare in its hoar* 
ly vexation. 

I never heard more than one obje&ton agamft this ex- 
pedient of badging the poor, and confining their walks 
to their feveral pariihes. The objection was this : what 
fhali we do with the foreign beggars ? muft they be left • 
to ftarve r I anfwered, No ; bat they mail be driven or 
whipped out of town ; and let the next country parifh do 
as they pleafe, or rather, after the practice in England € 
fend them from one parifh to another, until they reach- 
Aeir own homes. By the old laws of England ftill in force, 
every pariflus bound to maintain its own poor ; and the 
matter is of no fuch consequence in this point as fome 
would make it, whether a country parifh be rich or poor. 
In the remoter and poorer pariihes of the kingdom, alt 
necefTaries for life, proper for poor people, are compara- 
tively cheaper ; I mean butter- milk, oat meal, potatoes, 
and ether vegetables ; and every farmer or cottager, who 
is nothimfelf a beggar, can fometimes (pare a Tup or a 
model, not worth the fourth part of a farthing, to an in- 
digent neighbour of his own parifh, who is difabled front 
work. A beggar native of the parifh is known to the 
'fquire, to the church-minifter, to the popifh prieft, or 
the conventicle teacher, as well as to every farmer : he 
hath generally fome relations able to live, and contribute 
fomething to his maintenance. None of which -advantages 
can be reafonably expected on a removal to places where 
he is altogether unknown. If he be not quite maimed, 
he and his trail, and litter of brats (if he has any) may 
get half their fupportby doing fome kind of work in their 
power, and therejby be lefs burdcnibme to the people* 
In fhort; air necefTaries ofMife grow fn the country, and 
not in cities, and are cheaper where they grow ; nor is 
it equitable that beggars mould put as to the charge of 
giving them victuals, and the carriage too. 

But, when the fpirit of wandring takes Him,- attended 
by his females and their equipage ofchildren* he becomes* 
a nuifance to the whole country :: he and his female are 
thieves, and teach the trade of Healing to their brood at 
four years old ; and if his infirmities be counterfeit, it is* 
dangerous for a fingle perfon unarmed to meet him or* 
the road. He wanders from. one country to another, bu* 
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ftill with a view to this town, whither he arrives at laft; 
and ^njoys all the privileges of a Dublin beggar. 

I do not' wonder, that the country 'fquires (hould be 
very willing to fend up their colonies ; but why the city 
fliould be content to receive them, is beyond my imagi- 
nation. 

If the city were obliged by their charter to maintain a 
thoufand beggars, they could do it cheaper by eighty per 
€ent, a hundred. miles off, than in this town, or in any of 
its fuburbs. 

There is no village in Gonnaught, * that in proportion^ 
fhares fo deeply in« the daily increaung miferies of ire* 
land, as its capital city ; to which miferies there hardijr 
remained any addition, except the perpetual fwanns of 
foreign beggars, who might be banifhed in a montH 
without expence, and with very little trouble. 

As I am perfbnally acquainted with a great number of 
ftreet'beggars, I find fome weak attempts have been made 
in one or two parifhes to promote the wearing of badges ; 
andmyfiril queftiOn tothofe who aflc an alms is, When 
is your badge ? I have., in feveral years, met with about 
a down who were ready to produce them, fome out of 
their pockets, others from under their coat, and two or 
three on their fhoulders; only, covered with a (bit of cape* 
which they could lift up, or let down upon occafion: 
They are too lazy to work ; they are not afraid to fteal; 
nor aihamed to beg, and yet are too' proud to be feett 
with a badge, as many of them have confeffed to me, 
and not a few in very injuridus terms, particularly the fei 
males. They all look upon fuch an obligation as a high 
indignity done to their office. I appeal to all indifferent 
people, whether fuch wretches deferve to be relieved. 
As to myfelf, I muft confefs, this abjurd infblence hath 
fo affected me, that for feveral years paft I have not di& 
pofed of one fingle farthing to a ftreet beggar,"nor intend 
to do fo until 1 fee a better regulation ; and I have en- 
deavoured to perfuade all my brother walkers to follow 
my example, which moft of them affure me they do* 
I'or, if beggary be not able to beat out pride, it cannot 
deferve charity. However, as to perfons in coaches and 
chairs, they bear but little of the perfection we fufrer* 
and are willing to leave it entirely upon us. 

Ta 



B^B'GTES to BEGGARS jzg? 

To fay the truth, there is not a more Yindefervihg vi- 
cious race of human-kind than the bulk of thofe who are- 
seduced to beggary, even in this beggarly country. For,, 
as a great part of our public miferies is originally owing 
to our own faults (but what thofe faults are, I am growth 
by experience too wary to merftion), fo I am confident,. 
that among the meaner, people nineteen in twenty of thofe 
who are reduced to a ftarying condition, did not become 
fo by what the lawyers call the work of God 1 either upon 
their bodies or goods ; but merely from their own idle* 
nefs, attended with all manner of vices, particularly 
dmnkennefsy thievery and cheating. 
. WitoBvZR inquires, as I have frequently done, front 
thofe who haveaflccd me an alms, what was their farmer 
courfe of life, will find them to have been fervants in 
good families, • broken tradefroen, labourers, cottagers^, 
and what they call decayed houfekeepers ; but (to ufe- 
their own cant) reduced by lanes and croffes, by which, 
nothing can be undefcftood but idleneft and vice. 

A» this is the only chriftian, country where people, con* 
trary to the old maxim, are the poverty, and net the- 
riches of the nation ; fo the bleffing of increafe and muU 
ttpJy is by us converted into a curfe : and, as marriage 
hath been ever countenanced in all free countries, £0 we 
mould be lefs mifeiable if it were difcouraged in ours, as- 
fer as can be confident with chriftianity*. It is feldonv 
known in England, that the labourer, thelower mechanic;, 
the fervant, or the cottager, thinks of marrying, until he- 
hath faved up a fleck of money fufficient to carry on hi*. 
bufinefs ; nor takes a wife without a fuitable portion ; and 
as feldom fails of making a yearly addition to that flocks 
with a view of providing for his children. But in this 
kingdom- the cafe is directly contrary, where many thou* 
fend couples are yearly married, whofe whole united for* 
tunes, bating the rags on their backs, would not be fuf* 
ficient to purchafe a pint of butter- milk for their wedding- 
fbpper, nor have any proipeft of fupporting their honour*, 
able (late but by fervice, or labour, or thievery. Nay, 
their happinefs is often deferred until they find credit ta 
borrow, or cunning to fteal, a (hilling to pay their Popifh 
prieil, or infamous couple- beggar. Surely no miraculous 

E e 3 portion; 
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portion of wHdom would be required to find fome kind 
of remedy againft this deftru&ive evil, or, at leaft, not to 
draw the coafequences of it upon our decaying city, the 
greateft part whereof muft of conrfe in a few years be* 
come defolate, or in ruins. 

In all other nations,, that are not absolutely barbarous} 
parents think themfelves bound by the law of nature and 
reafon to make fame provifion for their children ; but the 
reafon offered by the inhabitants of Ireland for marrying 
is, that they may have children to maintain them when 
they grow old, and unable to work. 

1 am informed, that we have been for fome time paft 
extremely obliged to England for one very beneficial 
branch of commerce ; for, it feems, they are grown fo 
gracious as to tranfmit as continually colonies of beggars, 
in return for a million of money they receive yearly from 
hence. That 1 may give no offence, I profefs to mean 
real Englifh beggars in the literal meaning of the word* 
as it is ufoally underftood by Protectants. It feems the 
juitices of the peace and parifh- officers in the weftern 
coafts of England have a good while followed the trade 
of exporting hither their fupernsmerary beggars, in or- 
der to advance the Englifh- Proteftant intereft among us * 
and thefe they are fo kind to fend over gratis, and duty- 
free. I have had the honour more than once to attend 
large cargoes of them from Chefter to Dublin : and I was/ 
then fo ignorant as to give my opinion, that our city 
mould receive them into Bridewel, and, after a month's 
refidence, having been well whipt twice a day,, fed with 
bran and water, and put to bard labour, they fhould be 
returned honeftly back with thanks,, as cheap as they 
came : or, if that were not approved of, I propofed, that 
whereas one Englifhman is allowed to* be of equal intrin- 
sic value with twelve born in Ireland, we (honld in juitice 
return them a dozen for one to difpofe of as they pleafed. 

As to the native poor of this city, there would be lit- 
tle or no damage in confining them to their feveral parifh- 
es. For inftance ; a beggar of the parifh of St Warbo- 
rough's, or any other pari (h here, if he be an object of 
companion, hath an equal chance to receive his proporti- 
on of -alms from every charitable hand ; becaufe the in- 
habitants* 
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habitants* one or other, walk . through every ftreet in 
town, and give their alms, without considering the placey 
wherever they think it may be well difpofed of: and 
theie helps, added to-what they get in eatables by going 
from houfe to houfe among the gentry and citizens, will* 
without being very- burthenfome,. be fufficient to keep 
diem alive. 

It is true; the poor of the faburb parishes will not have 
altogether the fame advantage, becaufe they are not e~ 
qually in the road of bufine£ and paffengers ; but here it 
is to be conudered,. that the beggars there have not fo 
good ^ title to public charity, becaufe: moil of theme 
are ftrollers/rom the country, and> compofe a principal 
part of that great nui&nce which we ought to remove. 

I fhould be apt' to think* that few things can. be more 
irkfome to a city minifter, than a number of beggars 
which do not belong to his diftrict,, whom he hath no ob-r 
ligation to take care of, who are no part of his flock, and 
who take the bread out of the mouths of thofe to whomt 
it properly belongs. When I mention this abufe to any 
minifter of avCityrpariih, he ufuallylays the fault upon 
the beadles,, who, he fays, are bribed by the foreign 
beggars ; and,, as. thofe beadles often. keep?alehoufes v 
they find their account in fuch customers. This evil- 
might eanly be remedied, if the parifhes would make 
fome fmall addition to die falaries of a beadle, and be 
more careful in the choice of .thofe officers. But, I con* 
ceive there is one effectual method in the power of every 
mmiilex to put in practice ;; I mean, by making it the in-t 
tereft of all hisown original poor to drive out intruders ; 
for if the parifh beggara wereabfoluteiy forbidden by the 
minifter and church officers to fuffer ftrollers to come in- 
to the parifh, upon pain of themfelves not being permit- 
ted to beg alms at the church-doors,. or at the houfes and 
{hops of the inhabitants, they would prevent, interlopers 
more efFe&ually than twenty beadles. 

And here I cannot but take notice of the great indif- 
cretion of our city fhop- keepers, who fufFer their doors 
to be daily befieged by crouds of beggars (as the gates 
of ia lord are by duns) to the great difguft and vexation 
of many cuftomers, whom I have frequently obferved to 

go 
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go to other (hops, rather than f after fuch a pecfctudon £ 
which might eafily be avoided, if no foreign beggars 
were allowed to infeft them. 

Where fork I do affert, that the (hop-keepers, whov 
are the greatefl complainers of this grievance, lamenting 
that fot every cuftomer they ate worried by fifty beg- 
gars, do very well deferve what they fuffer, when* * 
'prentice with a horfe-whip is able to lafh' every beggar 
from the (bop, who is not of the parifh, and doth not 
wear the badge of that parifh on his fhoulder, well faflen-K 
ed, and fairly vifrble ; and if this pra&iee were univerfal 
in every houfe to all the (turdy vagrants^ we mould in 
a few weeks clear die town of all mendicants, except 
thofe whabave a proper title to our charity : as for th^ 
aged and infirm, k would be fufficient to give thorn no- 
thing, and then they Muft ftarve, or follow tbek 
brethren. 

It was the city that firft endowed this hoipitat ; and 
thofe who afterwards contributed, as they were fuch who- 
generally inhabited here, fo they intended what they 
gave to be for the ufe of the city's poor. The revenues,, 
which have fince beei* rafted by parliament, are wholly 
paid by the city, without the lead charge upon any ci- 
ther part of the kingdom ; and therefore nothing could 
more defeat the original defign, than to misapply thofe 
*e venues on. (boiling beggars or baftards from die coun- 
try, which- bears no fhare in the charge* we are at. 

If fome of the out parishes be oyer burthened with, 
poor, the teafon moft be, that the greatefl part of thofe 
poor are (boilers from the country T who nefUe them (elves 
where they can find the cheapeft lodgings, and from* 
thence infeft every part of the town, out of which they 
ought to be whipped as a moft infufferable nuifance, be- 
ing nothing elfe but a profligate clan of thieves, druuk- 
ards, heathens, and whoremongers, fitter to be rooted 
out of the face of the earth, than fuffered to levy a vaft 
annual tax upon the city, which (hares too deep in the 
■public miferies brought on us by the oppreffions we lie- 
tinder from our neighbours, our brethren, our country* 
men, our fellow -pro teftants, and fellow-fubjeds.. 

Some time ago I was appointed one of a committee to 
inquire into the date of the workhoufe; where we (bund 

that 
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ttiat a charity was beftowed by a great pcrfoh for a cer T 
tain time, which in its cohfequerices operated very much 
to the detriment of the heufe ; for, when the time was 
elapfed, all thofe who were fupported by that charity 
continued on jhe fame foot with the red on the founda- 
tion ; and, being generally a pack of profligate, ( vaga- 
bond wretches from feveral parts of the kingdom, cor- 
rupted all the reft ; fo partial, or treacherous, 4 or inte^ 
refted, or ignorant, or miftaken, are generally all re- 
commenders, not only to employments, but even to cha- 
rity itfelf. 

I know it is complained, that the difficulty of drivmg 
foreign beggars out of the city is charged upon the bel- 
lowers (as they are called) who find weir accounts beft 
in fufFering thofe vagrants to follow their trade through 
every part of the town. But this abufe might eafily be 
remedied, and very much to the advantage of the whole 
city, if better fajaries were given to thofe who execute 
that office in the feveral parifhes, and would make it 
their intereft to clear the town of thofe caterpillars, ra- 
ther than hazard the lofs of an employment that would 
give them an honeft livelihood. But, if that fhould fail, 
yet a general refolution of never giving charitv to a ftreet 
beggar out of his own parifh, or without a vifiole badge, 
would infallibly force all vagrants to depart. 

Therms generally a vagabond fpirit in beggars, which 
ought to be difcouraged, and feverely punifhed. It is 
owing to the fame caufes that drove them into poverty ; 
I mean, idlenefs, drunkennefs, and rafh marriages with- 
out the leaft profpeft of fupporting a family by honeft 
endeavours, which never came into their thoughts. It is 
obferved, that hardly one beggar in twenty looks upon 
himfelf to be relieved by receiving bread, or other food ; 
and they have in this town been frequently feen to pour 
out of their pitchers good broth, that hath been given 
them, into the kennel : neither do they much regard 
cloaths, unlefs to fell them j for their rags are part of 
their tools with which they work : they want only ale, 
brandy, and other ftrong liquors, which cannot be had 
without money ; and money, as they conceive, always 
abounds in the metropolis. 

I 
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I had Tome other thoughts to offer upon this fubje& 
But as I am a defponder in my nature, and have tole- 
rably well difcovered the difpofition of our people* 
who never will move a ftep towards eafmg themfelvea 
from any one tingle grievance ; it will be thought, 
that I have already (aid too much, and to little or no 
purpofe, which hath often been, the fate or fortune of 
the writer. 



Apra«. 17*7. 

J. Swift* 
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A DVIC E to the Freemen of the city of 
Dublin, in the choice of a Member to re« 
prefent them in Parliament*. 



THOSE few writers, who, fince the 4eath of alder- 
man Burton, have employed their pens in giving 
advice to our citizens, how they fhould proceed in elect- 
ing a new reprefentative for the next feffions, having laid 
^fide their pens ; I have reafon to hope, that all true lov- 
ers of their country in general, and particularly thofe who 
liave any regard for the privileges and liberties of this 
great and ancient city, will think a fecond, and a third 
time, before they come to a final determination upon what 
perfon they refolve to fix their choice. 

I am told, there are only two perfons, who fet up for 
candidates ; one is the prefent Lord Mayor f, and the 
other J, a gentleman of good efteem, and alderman of the 
city, a merchant of reputation, and poffefTed of a con- 
siderable office [| under the crown. The queftion is, 
which of thefe two perfons it will be moft for the advan- 
tage of the city to elect ? I have but little acquaintance 
with either, fo that my inquiries will be very impartial, 
and drawn only from the general character and fituation , 
of both. 

. In order to this, I muft offer my countrymen and fel~ 
low-citizens fome reafons why I think they ought to be 
more than ordinarily careful at this juncture, upon whom 
they bellow their votes. 

To perform this with more clearnefs, it may be pro- 
per to give you a fhort-ftate of our unfortunate country. 

We 

♦.This piece was publifhed in the year 1733 ; and as it 
may be ufefiil upon a like occafion, we have here given it a 
place. 

f Humphry French. "'W 

\ John Macarall. ^ 

H Regifter to the barracks. , 
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We confift of two parties, I do not mean Popifh and 
Proteftant, High and Low church, Episcopal and Sectari- 
ans, Whig and Tory ; but of thofe of Erjglifh who hap- 
pen to be' born in this kingdom, (whofe anceftors reduced 
the whole nation under the obedience of the Englifh 
crown) and the gentlemen fent from t'other fide to pofTefs 
moil of the chief employments here : this latter party is 
very much enlarged and ftrengthened by the whole power 
in the church, the law, the army, the revenue, and the ci- 
vil adminiftration depofited in their hands : altho' for 
political ends, and to fave appearances, fbme employ- 
ments are ft ill depofited (yet gradually in a fmaller num- 
ber) to perfons born here : this proceeding, fortified 
with good words and many promifes, is fufficjent to flat- 
ter and feed the hopes of hundreds, who will never be 
one farthing the better, as. they might eafily be convin- 
ced, if they were qualified to think at all. 

Civil employments of all kinds have been for feveral 
years pail with great prudence made precarious, and du- 
ring pleafure ; by which means the pofTeflbrs are, and 
mull inevitably be, for ever dependant : yet thofe very 
few of any confequence, which being dealt with fo (pa- 
ring a hand to perfons born among us, are enough to keep 
hope alive in great numbers, who defire to mend their 
condition by the favour of thofe in power. 

Now, my dear fellow-citizens, how is it poffible you 
can conceive, that any perfon, who holds an office of 
Tome hundred pounds a year, which may be taken from 
him whenever power (hall think fit, will, if he mould be 
chofen a member for any city, do the leaft thing when he 
fits in the houfe, that he knows or fears may be difplea- 
iing to thofe who gave him, or continue him in that of- 
fice ? Believe me, thefe are no times to expect fuch an 
"exalted degree of virtue from mortal men. Blazing frars 
are much more frequently feen than fuch heroical wor- 
thies. And I could fooner hope to find ten thoufand 
pounds by digging in my garden, than, fuch a pbanix by 
Searching among the prefent race of mankind. 

I cannot forbear thinking it a very erroneous as well as 
modern maxim of politics in the Englifh nation, to take 
every opportunity of deprefling Ireland, whereof an hun- 
dred 
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•dred inftances may be produced in points of the higheft 
importance, had within the memory of every middle-aged 
-man: altho* many of the ' greateft perfons among that 
party which now prevails, have formerly, upon that ar- 
ticle, much differed in their opinion from their prefent 
fucceflbrs. 

But fo the fa& Hands at prefent. It is plain, that the 
court and country party here (I mean in the houfe of 
Commons) very feldom agree in any thing but their loy- 
alty to his prefent Majefty, their resolutions to make him 
and his viceroy eafy in the government, to the utmoft of 
their power, under the prefent condition of the kingdom. 
But the perfons fcnt from England, who (to a trifle) are 
pofTefTed of the fole executive power in all its branches, 
with their few adherents in pofTeflion who were born 
here, and hundreds of expeftants, hopers, and promif- 
fees, put on quite contrary notions with regard to Ireland. 
They count upon a univerfal fubmiffion to whatever mail 
be demanded ; wherein they a£fc fafely, becaufe none of 
themselves except the candidates, feel the leaft of our 
prefTures. 

I remember a perfon of diftintfion feme days ago af- 
firmed in a good deal of mixed company, and of both 
parties, that the gentry from England, who now enjoy 
* cur higheft employments of all kinds, can never be pof- 
fibly lofers of one farthing by the greateft calamities that 
can befal this kingdom, except a plague that would fweep 
away a million of our hewers of wood, and drawers of 
water : or an invafion that would fright our grandees out 
of the kingdom. For this perfon, argued, that while 
there was a penny left in the treafury, the civil and mi- 
litary lift muft be paid j and that the epiicopal revenues, 
which are ufually farmed out at fix times below the real 
value, could hardly fail. He infilled father, that, as 
money diminifhed, the price of all neceuaries for life 
muft of confequence do fo too, which would be for the 
advantage of all perfons in employment, as well as of my 
Lords the bifhops, and to the ruin of every body elfe. 
Among the company there wanted not men in office, be- 
fides one or two expectants: yet I did not obferve any of 
them difpofed to return an anfwer : but the oonfequences 

Vol. III. F f drawn 
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<3rawn were thefe : that the great men in power fent hi- 
ther from the other fide were by no means upon the fame 
foot with his Majefty's other fubje&s of Ireland. They 
had no common ligament to bind them with ns; they 
fufTered not with our fufferings, and if it were pofliblc 
for us to have any caufe of rejoicing, they could not re- 
joice with us. 

Suppose a perfon born in this kingdom, (hall happen 
by his fervices for the Englifh intereft to have an employ- 
ment conferred on him worth four hundred pounds a year; 
and that he hath likewife an eftate in land worth four hun- 
dred pounds a year more ; fuppofe him to fit in parlia- 
ment: then, fuppofe a land tax to be brought in of Eve 
/hillings a pound for ten years ; I tell you how this gen- 
tleman will compute. He hath four hundred pounds a 
year in land : the tax he mud pay yearly is one hundred 
pounds ; by which, in ten years, he will pay only a thou- 
sand pounds. But if he gives his vote againft this tax, 
he will lofefour thoufand pounds by being turned out of 
his employment, together with the power and influence 
he hath, by virtue or colour of his employment: and thus 
the balance will be againft him three thoufand pounds. 

I defire, my fellow-citizens, you will pleafe to call to 
mind how many perfons you can vouch for among your 
acquaintance, who have fo much virtue and (elf-denial 
as to lofe four hundred pounds a year for life, together 
with the f miles and favour of power, and the hopes of 
higher advancement, merely out of a generous love of 
his country. 

The contentions of parties in England are very differ- 
ent from thofe among us. The battle there is fought for 
power and riches ; and fo it is indeed among us : but, 
whether a great employment be given to Tom or to 
Peter, they were both born in England, the profits are 
to befpent there. All employments (except a very 
few) are bellowed on the natives : they do not fend to 
Germany, Holland, Sweden, or Denmark, much lefs to 
Ireland, for chancellors, biihops, judges, or other officers. 
Their iklaries, .whether well or ill got* are employed at 
home: and whatever .their morals or politics be, the 
nation is not the poorer. 

The 
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The houfe of Commons in England have frequently 
endeavoured to Kmit the number of members, who Ibould 
be allowed to have employments under the crown. Se- 
veral a&s have been made to that purpofe, which many 
wife men think are not yet effectual enough, and many of 
them are rendered ineffectual by leaving the power of re- 
election. Our houfe of Commons confifts, I think, of a- 
bout three hundred members ; if one hundred of thefe 
ihould happen to be made up of perfons already provided 
for, joined with expe&ers, compilers, eafy to be per- 
fuaded, fcch as will give a vote fgr a friend who is in 
hopes to get fome thing ; if they be merry companions^ 
without fufpicion, of a natural bafhfulnefs, not apt or 
able to look forwards ; if good words, fmiles, and caref- 
fes, have any power over them, the larger part of a fe- 
cond hundred "may be very eafily brought in at a molt 
reafonable rate. 

There is an Englifhman * of no long Handing among 
us, but in an employment of great truft, power, and pro- 
fit. This excellent perfon did lately publifh, at his own 
expence, a pamphlet printed in England by authority, to 
jollify the bill for a general excife, or inland duty, in or- 
der to introduce that blefled fcheme among us. What 
a tender care muft fuch an Englifh patriot for Ireland have 
of our intereft, if he ihould condefcend to fit in our par- 
liament ? I will bridle my indignation. However, me* 
thinks I long to fee that mortal, who would with plea- 
fore blow us up all at a blaft r but heduly receives his- 
thpufand pounds a year ; makes his progsefs like a king; 
is received in pomp at every town f and village where* 
he travels, and (bines in the Englifh news-papers. 

I will now apply what I have faid to you, my brethren, 
and fellow-citizens. Count upon it, as a truth next to* 
your creed, that no one perfon in office, of which he is 
not mailer for life, whether born here or in England, will' 
ever hazard that office for the good of this country. 

F f 2 One* 

* Edward Thompfon, Elq; member of parliament foe York,\ 
and a commiflloner of the revenue of Ireland. 

f Mr Thompfon was. prefentcd witkbU freedom of fe?cral4 
corporations in Ireland. 
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One of your candidates is of this kind, and I believe him 
to be an honefb gentleman, as the word honefl is gene- 
rally understood. But, he loves his employment better 
than he doth you, or his country, or all the countries 
upon earth. Will you contribute or give him city fecu- 
rity to pay him the value of his employment, if it fhould 
be taken from him, during his life, for voting on all oc- 
cafions with the honeft country party in the houfe ? at- 
tho' I much queftion, whether he would do it, even upon 
that condition. 

Wherefore, fince there are but two candidates, I 
intreat you will fix on the prefent Lord mayor. Me hath 
ihewn more virtue, more activity, more (kill, in one 
year's government of the city, than an hundred year* 
can equal. He hath endeavoured with great fuccefs to 
banifli ftaads* corruptions, and all other abufes front 
amongft you. 

. A dozen foch men in power would be able to reform 
ft kingdom. He hath no employment under the crown* 
nor is likely to get or folicit for any ; his education hav- 
ing not turned him that way. 1 will allure for no man's 
future conduct; but he who hath hitherto pra&ifed the 
rules of virtue with fo much difficulty, in fo great and 
bufy a Hation, deferves. your thanks, and the beft re- 
turn you can make him ; and you, my brethren, hav* 
no other to give him, than that of representing yoa ia 
parliament. Tell me not of your engagements and pro- 
mifes to another. Your promifes were fins of inconfi- 
deration, at beft ; and you are bound to repent and an- 
nul them. That gentleman,, altho' with good reputa- 
tion, is already engaged on tfce other fide. He hath 
four hundred pounds a year under the crown, which he> 
is too, wife to part with, by facrificutg fo good an efta- 
blifhment to the empty names of virtue, and love of 
his country. I cari aiTure you, the Drapiek. is ia die 
interefh of the prefent Lord-mayor, whatever you may be 
told to the contrary. I have lately heard him declare 
fo in public company, and offer fome of thefe vefy rea- 
fons in defence of his opinion ; altho' he hath a regard 
and ^fteem for the other gentleman, but would not an- 
fwer the good of the city and the kingdom for a com- 
pliment. 

Tan 



FR E EM'E N of D URL FN; &v 

The Lord-mayor's feverity to fome unfair dealers 
mould not tarn thehoneit men among them agamft him» 
Whatever he did, was Sat. the advantage* of thofe very 
traders whofe dimoneft members he punimed. He hath 
Hitherto been above temptation to aft wrong ; and there- 
fore, as mankind goes, he is the moil likely to a& right 
as a reprefentative of your ,city> as he cpnilantly did in* 
the government of it; 
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Some CONSIDERATIONS humbly offered 
to the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
the court of Aldermen and Common 

* Council of the Hon. city of Dublin^ in 
the choice of a Recorder *• 



THE office of recorder to this city being vacant by 
the death of a veiy worthy gentleman : it is faid, 
that five or fix perfons are foliciting to fucceed him ia 
the employment. I am a ftranger to all their perfons, 
iftnd to moft of their characters ; which latter, I hope, will 
at this time be canvafTed with more decency than it 
fometimes happened* upon the like occasions. There- 
fore, as I am wholly impartial, I can with more freedom 
deliver my thoughts, how the feveral perfons and parties 
concerned ought to proceed in electing a recorder for 
this great and ancient city. 

And firft, as it is a very natural, fo 1 can by no means 
think it an unreaibnable opinion, that the ions or near re- 
lations of aldermen, and other deferving citizens, mould 
be duly regarded, as proper competitors for an employ- 
ment in the city's difpoial : provided they be equally ' 
qualified with other candidates ; and, provided that fuch 
employments-require no more than common abilities and 
common honefty. But in the choice of a recorder, the 
cafe is intirely different. He ought to be a perfon of 
good abilities in his calling ; of an unfpotted character ; 
an able practitioner ; one who hath occafionally merited 
of this city before : he ought to be of fome maturity in 
years ; a member of parliament, and likely to continue 
fo ; regular 4 in his life $ firm in his loyalty to thejriano- 

ver 



• Upon the death of Mr Stoyte, Recorder of the city of Dub- 
lin, in the year 1753. Several gentlemen declared themietves can- 
didates to fucceed him : upon -which the Dean wrote this paper ; 
and Baton Stannard, E/q; (a gentleman of great worth and honour, 
and very knowing in his profcifion,) was ele&cd* 
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ver fucceffion ; indulgent to tender confciences ; but, at 
the fame- time, a firm adherer to the eftablifhed church. 
If he be fuch a one, who hath already fat in parliament, 
it ought to be inquired of what weight. he was there; 
whether he voted on all occafions for the good of his 
country ; and particularly for Advancing the trade and 
freedom of this city; whether he be engaged in any faction, 
either national or religious; and laflfly, whether he be a 
man of courage ; not to be drawn from his duty by the 

•frown or menaces of power; nor capable to be. corrupted 
by allurements or bribes. — Thefe and many other parti* 
culars are of infinitely more confluence than that fingle 
circumftance of being defcended by a direjft or collateral 
line from any alderman, or diftinguifhed citizen, dead 
or alive. 

There is not a dealer or (hop-keeper in this city of 
any fubftance, whofe thriving, lefs or more, may not de- 
pend upon the good or ill conduct of a .recorder* H*4s 

. to watch every motion in parliament, that may the Jeaft 
affect the freedom, trade, or welfare of it* 
In this approaching election, the commons, as they ate 

, a numerous body, fo they feem to be moft concerned In 

. point of intereft ; and their intereft ought to be moft re- 
garded, because it altogether dependeth upon the true in- 
tereft' of the city. They have no private views ; anji 
Jiving their votes, as I am informed, by ballotting, they 
ie under no awe or fear of difoixjiging' competitors, (t 
is therefore hoped, that they will duly conhder, which 

. of the candidates is moft likely to advance the trade of 
themselves and their brother citizens ; to defend their li- 
berties both in said, out of parliaments againft all attempts 
of encroachment or oppreffion. And fo God direct them 

. in the choice of a recorder, who may for many years fap- 
ply that important office with Hull, diligence, courage,, 

..and fidelity. • And let all the people fey. Amen* ... * 
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The Last Speech and Dying Wokds 
of Ebenezer Ellistgn, who was exe- 
cuted the id day of May 1722 *. 

Fubliihed at his defire, for the common good. 

• ■>. 

fAbout the time that the following fyetch was written, the 
•town was. much Bettered with ftre*t~robkcrs ; who, in a barba- 
rous manner^ would feize on gentlemen, and take them into remote 
jcorners, and after they had robbed them, would leave them bound 
,and gauged. It is remarkable, that this ipeech had Co good an 
fefleft, Sat there have been very, few robberies of .that kind com* 
Butted face.] 



I AM now goinjr to fuflFbr the juft punHhmenr for my 
crimes, prefenbed by the law of God and my coun- 
try. I know it is the conftant cuftom, that thoie who 
come to this place mould have fpeeches- made for them, 
and cried about in their own hearing, as they are carried 
to execution ; and truly they are fuch fpeeches, that, al- 
.tho* our fraternity be an ignorant illiterate people, they 
would make a man ashamed to have fuch nonfenfe and 
falfe Englifh charged upon him, even when- he is going to* 
the gallows. They contain a pretended account of our 
birth and family, of thefaft for which we are to die, ef 
our fincere repentance, and a declaration of our religion. 
' 1 cannot expect to avoid the fame treatment with my pre- 
deceftbrs. However, having had an education one or 
two degrees better than thofe of my rank and profeffioc; 

• This piece had armofr -excellent effccV The thieves, vag»- 
bonds, and all the lbwer clafs of people, thought it the real 
work of Ebenezer EUlfton, who had received the grounds of a 
good education ; and 4 he ftyle of this paper is to natural for a 
, peribn in fuch circumftanccs, that it would aimoft deceive the 
niccft judgment. Orrtrf^ 
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I have been confidefing, ever fince my commitment, what 
it might be proper for me to deliver upon this occafion- 

And/t/?, I cannot fay from the bottom of my heart, 
that I am truly forry for the offence I have given to God 
and the world ; but I am very much fo, for the bad fuc- 
cefs of my villanies in bringing me to this untimely end. 
For it is plainly evident, that after having fome time ago 
obtained a pardon from the crown, I again took up my 
old trade ; my evil habits were fo rooted in me, and I 
was grown fo unfit for any other kind of employment. 
And therefore, altho* in compliance with my friends, I 
refolve to go to the gallows after the ufual manner, 
kneeling* with a book in my hand, and my eyes lift up ; 
yet I ihall feel no more devotion in my Heart than I have 
obferved in my comrades, who have been drunk among 
common whores the very night before their execution. I* 
can fay farther from my own knowledge, that two of my 
fraternity, after they had been hanged, and wonderfully 
came to life, and made their efcapes, as it fometimes hap* 
pens, proved afterwards the wickedefi rogues lever knew, 
and fo continued until they were hanged again for good 
and all ; and yet they had the impudence at both times. 
they went to the. gallows to fmite their breafts, and lift 
up their eyes to heaven all the way. 

Secondly », From the knowledge I have of my own wick* 
ed difpofitions* and that of my comrades, I give it as my 
opinion, that nothing can be more unfortunate to the 
public, than the mercy of tlje government in ever par- 
doning or tranfporttng u$; unlets when we betray one an- 
other, as we never fail to do, if we are fure to be welt 
paid, and then a pardon may do good ; by the fame rale, 
That it is bitter to have but one fox in a farm than three 
or four. But wc generally make a fliift to return after 
being tranfported, and are ten times greater rogues than 
before, and much more cunning. B elides, I know it by 
experience, thai; fome hope we have of finding mercy, 
when' we are tried, or after we are condemned, is always- 
a great encouragement to Us. 

Thirdly ', Nothing is more dangerous to idle young fel- 
lows than the company of thofo odious common whores, 
we frequent, and of whiclj this town is full : thefe wretch- 
es put us upon all mifchief to feed their lufts and extra- 
vagancies ;. 
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vagancies : they are ten times more bloody and cruel thanr 
men, their advice is always not to fpare if we are purfu- 
ed ; they get drank with us, and are common to us all ; 
and yet, if they can get any thing by it, are fare to be 
our betrayers. 

Now as I am a dying man, fomethmg I have done which 
may be of good ufe to the public. I have left with an ho- 
Beft man (and indeed the only honeil man I was ever ac- 
quainted with) the names of all my wicked brethren, the 
prefent places of their abode, with a fhort account of the' 
chief crimes they have committed : in many of which 1 
have been their accomplices, and heard the reft from their 
own mouths ; I have likewise {et down the names of 
thofe we call our fetters, of the wicked houfes we fre- 
quent, and of thofe who receive and bay our ftolen goods* 
I have folemnly charged this honeft man, and have re- 
ceived his promife upon oath, that whenever he hears of 
any rogue to be tried for robbing, or houfe-breaking, he 
will loot? into his lift, and if he finds the name there of 
the thief concerned, to fend the whole paper to the go- 
vernment. Of this I here give my companions fair and* 
public warning,, and hope they will take it. 

In the paper above mentioned; which I* left with mjr 
friend, I have alfo fet down the names of feveral gentle- 
men who have been robbed in Dublin ftreets for three 
years paft : I have told the circumftances of thofe rob-' 
beries ; and fhewn plainly that nothing but the want of 
common courage was the caufe of their misfortune* I 
have therefore defired my friend, that whenever any 
gentleman happens to be fobbed in the ftreets, he will" 
get that relation printed and pubHfhed with the firft let* 
ters of thofe gerudemens names, who by their own want 
of bravery are likely to be the caufe of all' the mifchief of 
that kind, which may happen for the future. 

I cannot leave the world without a fhort description of 
that kind of life, which I have led for fome- years paft 1 ; 
and is exadtty the fame with the reft of our wicked bre- 
thren. 

Alt ho* we are generally fo corrupted from our child- 
hood, as to have no fenfe of goodnefs ; yet- fomething 
heavy always hang's about us, I know not what it is, that 
we are never eafy till we are half drunk among our wj>ores 

and 
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*nd companions ; nor fleep found, unlefs we drink long- 
er than we can Hand. If we go abroad in the day, a wife 
man would eafily find us to be rogues by our faces, we 
have fuch a fafpicious, fearful, and conilrained counte- 
nance ; 'often turning back, and (linking thro* narrow 
lanes and alleys. I have never -failed of knowing a bro- 
ther thief by his looks, tho* I never >faw 'him before. 
.Every man among us keeps his particular whore, who is 
however common to us all, when we have a mind to 
change. When we have got a booty, if it be in money, 
we divide it equally among our companions, and foon 
fquander it away on our vices in thofe houfes that receive 
us ; for the matter and miftrefs, and the very tapfter, go 
{hacks,; and beiidesmake us pay triple reckonings. If 
our plunder be plate, watches, rings, fnufF boxes, and 
the like ; we have cuftomers in all quarters ofthe town 
to take them off. I have Teen a tankard worth fifteen 

pounds fold to a fellow in ftreet for twenty (hillings j 

and a gold watch for thirty. I have fet down rjis name, 
and that of ifeveral others in the paper already mention- 
ed. We have fetters watching in corners, and by dead 
walls, to give us notice when a gentleman goes by ; efpe- 
cially if he be any thing in drink. I believe in my con- 
fcience, that if an account wefe made of a tjioufand 
pounds in ftolen goods.; considering the low rates we fell 
them at, the bribes we muft give for concealment, the 
extortions of ale houfe reckoning, and other neceflary 
charges, there would not remain fifty pounds clear to be 
divided among the robbers. And out of this we .muft 
find cloaths for our whores, befides treating fhem from 
morning to night ; who in requital reward us with no- 
thing but treacnery and the pox. For when our money 
is gone, they are every moment threatning to inform a- 
gainft us," if we will not go out and look for more. If 
any thing in this world be like hell, as I have heard it 
defcribed by our clergy, the trueft picture of it muft be 
in the back-room of one of our ale-houfes at midnight ; 
where a crew of robbers and their whores are met toge- 
ther after a booty, and are beginning to grow drunk; 
from which time, until they are paft their fenfes, is fuch 
a continued horrible noife of curfing, blafpheming, lewd- 
nefs, fcurrility, and brutiih behaviour, fuch roaring and 

confufion, 
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-confufion, fuch a clutter of mugs and pots at each other's 
heads ; that Bedlam, in companion, is a fober and or- 
derly place. At lad they all tumble from their (tools 
and benches, and fleep away the reft of the night ; and 
generally the landlord or his wife, or fome other whore 
who has a ftronger head than the reft, picks their pockets 
before they wake. The misfortune is, that we can 
never be eafy till we are drunk ; and our drunken n els 
conflanriy expofes us to be more eafily betrayed and 
taken. 

This is a fhoft pidhife of the life I have led ; which 
is more miferable than that of the pooreft labourer who 
works for four pence a day ; and yet cuftom is fo ttrong*, 
that I am confident, if I could make my efcape at the 
foot of the gallows, I fhould be following the fame courfe 
this very -evening. So that upon the whole, we ought 
to be looked upon as the common enemies of mankind ; 
, whofe intereft it is to root us out like wolves and other 
mifchievous vermin, againft which no fair play is re- 
quired. 

If 1 have done fervice to men in what I have faid, I 
{hall hope I have done fervice to God ; arid that will he 
better than a filly fpeech made for me, full of whining 
and canting, which I utterly defpife, and have never 
been ufed to ; yet fuch a one I expeft to have my ears 
tormented with, as I am palling along the ftreets. 

Good people, fare ye well; bad as I am, I leave 
many worle behind .me. I hope you (hall fee me die like 
a man the death of a dog. 
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NUMBER I. 



IT may be (aid, without offence to other cities of 
much greater confequence to the world, that our 
town of Dublin doth, not want its due proportion of 
folly and vice both native and imported ; and as to thofe 
Vol. III. G g imported 

* The * Intelligencer was a weekly paper undertaken by the 
Dean and Dr Sherridan in 1728, of which no more than twenty 
numbers were ever published. The ift, 3d, 5th, 7th, oth, fome 
verfes in the 8th, and at the end of the 10th, the 15th, and 
the 19th, were written by the Dean. The 5th, and 7tb, are 
put together and printed as they were publiflted by Mr Pope in 
the 4th volume of their miftellanies, under the title of An Ef- 
fay on the fates of clergymen, vol. 7. The poetry in the 8th, it 
the dialogue between mad MulUnix and Timothy, which is print- 
ed, as it was alio clafled by Mr Pope, in vol. 6*th. The 9th, 
be intitled An effay on modem education* and by that name it 
will be found in vol. 7th ; the verfes at the end of the 10th, 
called Ttm and the Fables, are printed in vol. 7 th. The xjth 
is a pamphlet which Dr Sherridan, having written a fhort intro- 
duction, took into the Intelligencer, merely to fave the labour 
of writing a paper. It is printed in volume 3. and intitled, A 
fiort view of the ft ate of Ireland. N° 19. is alio a trad which 
has been before pubnlhed by itfclf, and was taken into the 
Intelligencer for the fame reafon as the former. The Dean and 
the Doctor foon became weary of a periodical work, in which they 
were difappointed of afliftance ; the price was but one halfpenny; 
and fo few were (old, that the printer could not afford _ to en- 
gage a young man of proper qualifications to work up fuch hints 
as fhould be lent him ; of which there were enough, and which 
the undertakers hoped thus to communicate with left labour to 
the public. The Intelligencers were collected into a volume, and 
reprinted in England in 1730. See letter 62* vol. 5. 
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imported, we have the advantage to receive them laft, 
and confequently, after our happy manner, to improve 
and refine upon them. 

But, becaufe there are manyeffe&s of folly and vice 
among us, whereof Tome are general, others confined to 
/m^er numbers, and others again perhaps to a few indi- 
viduals ; tlie**;.* *^i cty late fy eftablifhed, who at great 
e*pence haveerefled an omce oTii*»ili s »nce» from whicA 
they are to receive weekly information of all .important 
events and Angularities, which this famous metropolis can 
furnifh. Strift injunctions are given to have the trueft 
information ; in order to which, certain qualified perfons 
are employed to attend upon duty in their feveral polls ; 
fome at the play-boufe, others in churches, fome at balls, 
giffemblies, coffee- boufes, and meetings for quadrille ; 
fome at the feveral courts of juftice, both fpiritual and 
temporal ; fome at the college, fome upon my Lord-mayor 
and Aldermen in their public affairs ; laftly, fome to 
converfe with favourite chamber-maids, and to frequent 
thofe ale-bcufes and brandy-Jhops where the footmen of 
great families meet in a morning ; only the * Barracks 
and parliament -houfe are excepted j becaufe we have yet 
found no f enfans perjus bold enough to venture their 
perfons at either. Out of thefe and fome other fiore- 
bovfes, we hope to gather materials enough to inform^ or 
divert, or correcl, or vex the town. 

But as /*<£/, paj/ages, and adventures of all kinds are 
like to have the greateft fliare in our Paper, whereof we 
cannot always anfwer for the truth ; due care fhall be 
taken to have them applied to . feigned names, whereby 
all juft offence will be removed ; for : if none be guilty, 
•none will have caufe to blufh or be angry ; if otherwise, 
then the guilty perfon is fafe for the future upon his pre- 
fent amendment, and fefc for the prefent from all but his 
mvn ccn/cience. 

There is another refbiution taken among us, which I 
fear will give a greater and more general difcontent, and is 
of fo lingular a .nature, that I have hardly confidence e- 

nough 

• Barracks, Buildings 'for the lodgment of foldicrs. 
t Enfant perdu*, Forlorn hope See preface to the Bifhop of 
Sarum's introduction, vol. /. 
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nough to mention it, altho' it be absolutely neceflary by 
way of apology for fo bold and unpopular an attempt- 
But fo it is, that we have taken a defperate counfel to 
produce into the world every diftinguifhed attion either 
of juftice, prudence, generojity, charity 9 ftiendjhip 9 or 
public fpirit, which comes well attefted to us. And al- 
tho' we (hall neither here be fo daring as to affign 
names, yet we mall hardly forbear to give fosne hints*, 
that perhaps, to the great difpleafure of fuch deferving 
-perfoas, may endanger a difcovery. For we think that 
even virtue itfelf fhould fnbmit to fuch a mortification, as 
by its vifibility and example will render it more ufeful 
to the world. But however, the readers of thefe papers 
need not be in pain of being overcharged with fo dull and 
ungrateful a fubjedl. And yet who knows, but fuch an 
occaiion may be offered to us once in a year or two, after 
we have fettled a correfpondence round the kingdom. . 

But after all our boafts of materials fent us by our 
Several eminaries, we may probably foon fall fhort, if 
the town will not be pleafed to lend us further afiiflance 
towards entertaining itfelf. The world bell knows its own 
faults and virtues, and whatever is fent mail be faith&lly 
returned back, only a little embellifhed according to the 
cuftom of authors. We do therefore demand and 
expe& continual, advertifements in great numbers to be 
fent to the printer of this Paper, who hath employed 
a judicious fecretary to colled fuch as may be molt ufe~ 
ful for the public. 

And altho' we do not intend to expofe our own per- 
fons by mentioning names, yet we are fo far from requi- 
ring the fame caution in our correfpondents, that on the 
contrary we exprefsly charge and command them, in all 
the fadts they fend us 10 fet down the names, titles, and 
places of abode at length ; together with a very particu- 
lar defcription of the perfons, drejfes, difpofitions, of the 
feveral lords , ladies 9 ' /quires, madams ■, lawyers , gG?ne- 
Jlers 9 toupees, fots 9 ivits, rakes, and informers, whom 
they (hall have occaiion to mention ; otherwife it will not 
be poflible for us to adjuft our ftyle to the different qua- 
lities* and capacities of the perfons concerned, and treat 
them with the refpeft or familiarity, that may be due to 
their fiations and characters, which we are deter mine 4 to 

Gg 2 ob» 
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obfervewith the otmoft ftriftnefs, that none may have 
caofe to complain. 



NUMBER III. 

If ft fir omnes 
Ibtt ferfonas, et tufbam rtddtt in unmm. 

THE players having now almoft done with the co- 
medy called the Beggar's Opera for the feafon ; 
it may be no unpleafant {peculation, to reflect a little up- 
on this dramatic piece, fo lingular in the fubje&and main 
ner, To much an original, and which hath frequently 
given fo very agreeable an entertainment*. 

Altbo' an evil tafte be very apt to prevail, both here 
and in London ; yet there is a point, which whoever can 
rightly touch will never fail of pleating a vtry great ma- 
jority ; fo great, that the diflikers out of dulnefs or af* 
feclation will be filent, and forced to fall in with the 
herd : the poirit-I mean, is 'what we call humour ; which 
in its perfection is allowed to be much preferable to wit ; 
if it be not rather the moil ufeful and agreeable fpecies 
of ft. 

I agree with Sir William Temple, that the word is pe- 
culiar to our Englifh tongue ; but 1 differ from him in the 
opinion, that the thing itfelf is peculiar to the Englifh 
nation, becaufe the contrary may be found in many Spa- 
xiifh, Italian, and French productions : and particularly* 
whoever hath a tafte for true humour will find an hun- 
dred inftances of it in thofe volumes printed in France un- 
der the name of Le Theatre Italien ; to fay toothing of 
Rabelais, Cervantes? and many others. 

Now I take the comedy or farce, (or whatever name 
the critics will allow it) called the Beggar's Opera to ex- 
cel in this article of humour ; and upon that merit to 
have met with fuch prodigious fiiccefs, botl> here and in 
England. 

As to poetry, eloquence, and muftc, whkh are fiud to 
have moll power over the minds of men; it is certain that 

very 

•• See letters ta and from Dr Swift,, vol. *• 



No 3. The IN T£ L L T G E PTC Kit. 55^ 

very few have a tafte or judgment of the excellencies of" 
the two farmer ; and if a man fucceed m either if is 
upon . the authority of thofe few judges, that lend their 
tafte to the balk of readers, who have none of their own.. 
I am told there are as few good judges in mufic ; and thafe 
among thofe who crowd the opera's, nine in ten go thi*- 
ther merely out of cariofity,, falhion, or affectation*. 

But a tafte for-tomour is in fome manner fixed to the- 
very nature of man,- and generally obvious to the vul- 
gar, except upon fubje&s too refined, and fupeiior too 
their underftanding. 

A'ndj as- this tafte of humour is* purely natural-, lb ir 
humour itfelf ; neither is it a. talent confined to men otf 
wit or learning ; for we- obferve it fometimes among; 
'common fervants, and the meaneft of the people, wliile 
the very owners are often ignorant of the gift they po£- 
fefs. 

I know very well,, that this happy talent is contem- 
ptibly treated by critics under the name of /o*w humour^, 
mr low comedy ; but I know likewife that the Spaniards > 
and Italians, who are allowed to have the moil wit of 
any nations in Europe, do moft excel in it* and do moil, 
cfteem it- 

fir what difpofitxon of the mind, what influence of the 
ftars, or. what- Jituation o£ the climate, this endowment 
is bellowed upon mankind^may be a queftion fit for phr- 
lofophers to difcafe. k is certainly the beft- ingredient 
towards that kind of fatke,. which is moft ufeful and gives , 
the leaft oftence ; which, inftead of laihing, laughs menr. 
•at of their follies and vices ; and is the character, that: 
gives Horace the preference to Juvenal. 

And> altho' fome things are too ferioas, folemn, op 
facred to be turned into* ridicule, yet the abufes of them 
are certainly not; fince it is allowed that corruptions ia 
religion, politics,, and law, may be proper topics- for this? 
kind, of fa&re. 

There are two ends, that men propofe in writing fa* 
lire : one of themjlefs noble than the other, as regarding 
nothing, further than the private ietisfadioa and pleaAire 
of the* writer v bat without any Tie w towards peiloa-t 
si malice: the other is a public fpirit, prompting: men 
of genius and virtue to mend the world a* far- as they are 

Gg j . . . fcbie. 
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able. And as both thefe ends are innocent, fo the latter 
is highly commendable. With regard to the former I 
demand, whether i have not as good a title to laugh as 
men have to be ridiculous ; and to expofe vice, as another 
hath to be vicious. If I ridicule the follies and corrupti- 
ons Of a court, a mintitry, or a fenate, are they not am- 
]y paid by penfions, titles, and power, while I expect and 
defire no other reward, than that ofiaughing with a few 
friends in a corner? yet if thofe, who take offence, think 
me in the wrong, I am ready to change the fcene with 
them, whenever they pleafe. 

But, if my defign be to make mankind better, then I 
think it is my duty; at lea ft, I am Aire it is the intereft 
of thofe very courts and minifters, whofe follies or vices 
I ridicule, to reward me for my good intentions : for if 
it be reckoned a high point of wifdom to get the laughers 
on our fide ; it is much more eafy, as well as wiie^ to get 
thofe on our fide, who can make millions laugh when 
they pleafe. 

Mr reafon for mentioning courts, and minifters, 
(whom I never think on but with the moft profound ve- 
neration) is, becaofe an opinion obtains, that in the Beg- 
gar's Opera there appears to be fome reflection upon 
courtiers and flatefmen, whereof I aml^y no means a 
judge. 

It is true indeed, that Mr Gay, the author of this 
piece, hath been fome what lingular in the courie of his 
fortunes; for it hath happened, that after fourteen years 
attending the court, with a large ftock of real merit, a 
modeft and agreeable converfation, a hundred promifes, 
and five hundred friends,' he hath failed of preferment ; 
and upon a very weighty reafon. He lay under the fuf. 
picion of having written a libel, or lamp6on againft a 
great * minifter. It is true, that great minifter was de- 
monstratively convinced, and publicly owned his convicti- 
on, that Mr Gay was not the author ; but having lain 
under the fufpicion, it feemed very juft that he fhould 
fuffer the paniihment ; becaufe in this mod reformed age, 
•he virtues of a prime minifter are no more to be fu- 
fpe&ed, than the chaftity of Catfar's wife. 

... : ■ • I* 

■ - * 

• Sir Robert Walpolc, afterwards Earl of Or ford. 
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It mull be allowed, that the Beggar's Opera is not the 
firft of Mr Gay's works r wherein he hath been faulty 
with regard to courtiers and ftatefmen. For to omit his 
other pieces ; even in his fables, publiihed within two 
years paft, and dedicated to the Duke of Cumberland^ 
for which he was promifed a reward, he hath been thought 
fbmewhat too bold upon the courtiers. And altho' it 
be highly probable he meant only the courtiers of former 
times, yet he a&ed unwarily by not confidering, that the 
malignity of fome people might misinterpret what he faid 
to the di fad vantage of prefent perfons and affairs. 

But 1 have now done with Mr Gay as a politician , and 
ihall connder him henceforward only as author of the 
Beggar's Opera, wherein he hath by a turn of humour, 
entirely new, placed vices of all kinds in theftrongeft and 
moft odious light; and thereby done eminent fervice both 
to religion and morality. This appears from the un- 
paralleled fuccefs he hath met with. All ranks, parties; 
and denominations of men either crowding to fee his O- 
pefa, or reading it with delight in their clofets ; even 
minifters of ftate, whom he is thought to have moft of- 
fended, (next to thofe whom the a&ors reprefent) ap- 
pearing frequently at the theatre from a eonfcioufnefs of 
their own innocence, and to convince the world how un- 
juft a parallel malice, envy, and difeffe&ion to the go- 
vernment have made. 

1 am aflured that feveral worthy clergymen in this 
city went privately to fee the Beggar's Opera reprefented; 
and that the fleering coxcombs in the pit amufed them- 
selves with making difcoveries, and fpreadi-ng the names 
of thofe gentlemen round the audience. 
- I (hall not pretend to vindicate a clergyman, who would 
appear openly in his habit at a theatre with roch a vicious 
crew as might probably ftand round him, at fuch come- 
dies and profane tragedies as are often repreiented. Be- 
sides, I know very well, that perfons of their function are 
■bound to avoid the appearance of evil, or of giving 
caufe of offence. But when the Lords Chancellors, who 
are keepers of the King's confcience; when the judges of 
the land, whofe title is Reverend ; when Ladies, who are 
bound by the rules of their fex to the ftrr&eft decency, 
frppear in the theatre without ccniure j I cannot under- 

ftand, 
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Hand, why a young clergyman, who comes concealed 
ont of curiofity to fee an innocent and moral play, mould 
be fo highly condemned : nor do I much approve the ri- 
gour of a great prelate, who laid, he hoped none of hit 
ciergy were there. I am glad to hear there are no 
weightier objections againft that reverend body planted 
in this city, and I wifh there never may. Bat I mould be 
very forry that any of them Atotnd be fo weak, as to imi- 
tate a court-chaplain in England, who preached a* 
gainft the Beggar's Opera, whjeh will probably do more 
good, than a thoufand fermons of fo ftupid, fo injudicL* 
©us, and fo' pro&itute a divine *» 

In this happy performance of Mr Gay*s all the cha- 
racters are jaft, and none of them carried beyond nature, 
or hardly beyond practice. It difcovers the whole fyfteat 
ef that common wealth, or that imperium in imperio of ini- 
quity, eftabliftied among us, by which neither our lives 
nor our properties are fccure, either in the high-ways, 
or in public aifemblies, or even in oar own houies. It 
mews the miferable lives, and the conftant fate of thofe 
abandoned wretches i fox how little they fell their lives 
and fouls ; betrayed by their whores, their comrades, and 
the receivers and purchafers of thofe thefts and robbe- 
ries. This comedy contains likewife a fatire, which,, 
without inquiring whether it affeds the prefent age, may 
poffibly be ufeful in. times to come, I mean, where the 
author takes the occanon of comparing thofe common 
robbers of the public, am) their feveral ftratagems of be- 
traying, undermining, and hanging each other,, to the 
feveral arts of politicians in times of corruption. 

This comedy likewife expofeth, with great jofHce, that 
unnatural taftc for Italian mafic among us, which is whol- 
ly unfuitable to our northern climate and the genius of 
the people, whereby we are over-run with Italian effemi- 
nacy, and Italian nonfenfe An old gentleman faid to* 
me, that many years ago, when the practice of an unna- 
tural vice grew frequent in London, and many were pro* 
ftcuted for it, he was furek would be the fore-runner 

of 

* Dr Thomas Heron; chaptaizr to the fbeiety tt Lincoln's, inny 
afterwards Bilhop of. Bangor, after that Archbifljop of Yori;«Jwi 
mow ArcLbUhoj? of Cafltabury r 
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of Italian opera's and fingers ; and then we (hould wanf 
nothing but ftabbing, dr poifoning, to make ua perfect 

Italians. # 

Upon the whole, I deliver my judgment, that nothing 
but fervile attachment to a party, affectation of fmgulan* 
ty, lamentable dulnefe, miftaken zeal, or ftudied hypo- 
crify, can have the leaft reafonable objection Nagainft 
this excellent moral performance of the celebrated Mr, 
Gay. 

NUMBER XIX. 

Sic <vo$ non ntoiis veUern firtii, ovts. 

tN. B. In this following dUfcourft the author perfonates a eon** 
try gentleman in the North of Ireland. And this letter b (up* 
pried as directed to the Draper.] 

HAVING, on the i2th of October laft, received a 
letter, figned Andrew Dealer, and Patrick 
Pennyless, I believe the following paper, p£t come to 
my hands, will be a fufficient anfwer to it. 

SIR. 

I AM a country gentleman, and a sneinber of Parlia- 
ment, with an eftate of about 1400/. a year ; which, 
as a northern landlord, I receive from above two hun- 
dred tenants : and my lands having been let near twenty 
years ago, the rents, until very lately, were efteemed to 
be not above half value ; yet by the intolerable fcarcity 
of iilver, I lie under the greateft difficulties, in receiving 
them, as well as in paying my labourers, or buying any 
thing necefTary for my family from tradefmen, who are 
not able to be long out of their money. But the fuffer- 
ings of me, and thofe of my rank, are trifles in compari- 
fon of what the meaner fort undergo ; fach as the buyers 
and fellers at fairs and markets ; the fhopkeepers in every 
town ; the farmers in general ; all thofe who travel with 
fifh, poultry, pedlary- ware, and other conveniences to 
fell : but more efpeciajly handicrafts- men, who work fbf 

ua 
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us by the day ; and common labourers, whom I have al- 
ready mentioned. Both thefe. kinds of people I am for- 
ced to employ until their wages amount to a double 
piftole, or a moidore, (for we hardly have any gold of low- 
er value left us) to divide it among themfelves as they 
can : and this is generally done at an ale-houfe, or bran- 
dy -ihop ; where, befides the cod of getting drunk, (which* 
is ufually the cafe) they muft pay ten pence or a milling' 
for changing their piece into (liver to fame huckflering 
fellow, who follows that trade. But, what is infinitely 
worfe, thofe poor men for want of due payment are for- 
ced to take up their oat-meal and other neceiTaries of life 
at moil double value ; and confequently are not able to 
difcharge half their fcore, efpecially under the fcarcenefs 
of com for two years paft, and the melancholy disap- 
pointment of the prefent crop. 

The cauies of this, and a thoufand other evils, are 
clear and manifeU to you and all thinking men, altho* 
hidden from the vulgar : thefe indeed complain of hard 
times, the dearth of corn, the want of money, the bad- 
nets of feafons ; that their goods bear no price, and the 
• 'poor cannot find work ; but their weak reafonings never 
carry them to the hatred and contempt born us by our 
neighbours and brethren without the leait grounds of 
provocation, who rejoice at our fufFerings, alttio' fome- 
times. to their own difadvantage. They confider not 
the dead weight upon every beneficial branch of our trade; 
that half our revenues are annually fent to England; with 
many other grievances peculiar to this unhappy kingdom; 
which keeps as from enjoying the common benefits of 
mankind ; as you and fome other lovers of their country 
have fo often obferved with fucb good inclinations, and 
fo little efFecl. 

It is true indeed, that under our circumstances in ge- 
neral this complaint for the want of filver may appear as 
ridiculous, as for a man to be impatient about a cut fin- 
ger, when he is {truck with the plague : and yet a poor 
fellow going to the gallows may be allowed to feel the 
fmart of wafps, while he is upon Tyburn road. This 
misfortune is fo urging, and. vexatious in every kind of 
fmall traffic, and fo hourly prefluig upon all perfons in 
the country whatfoever, that a hundred inconveniences 

^ of 
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of perhaps greater moment in themfelves have been tame- 
ly fubmitted to with far lefs difquietude and murmurs. 
And the cafe feems yet the harder, if it be true, what 
many fkilful men aflert, that nothing is more eafy than 
a remedy ; and, that the want pf filver, in proportion to 
the little gold remaining among us, is altogether as un- 
neceifary, as it is inconvenient. A perfon of diftindion 
aflured me very lately, that, in difcouriing with the * 
Lord Lieutenant before his lafl return to England, his Ex- 
cellency faid; " He had prefled the matter often, in pro- 
" per time and place, and to proper perfons ; and could 
" not fee any difficulty of the lead - moment, that could 
" prevent us from being made eafy upon this article." 

Whoever carries to England twenty feven Englifh (hil- 
lings, and brings back one moidore of full weight, is a 
gainer of nine pence Iriih : in a guinea, the advantage is 
three pence.; and two pence in afijlole. The Bankers, 
who are generally mailers of all our gold and filver, 
with this advantage, have fent over as much of the lat- 
ter, as came into their hands. * The value of one thou- 
sand moidores in Giver would thus amount in clear profit 
to 37 /. 10 j. The fhopkeqpers, and other traders, who'"' 

eo to London to buy goods, followed the {a me practice ; 
y which we have been driven into this infupportablc 
diflrefs. 

To a common thinker it fhould feem, that nothing 
would be more eafy, than for the government to redrets 
this evil, at any time they (hall pleafe. When the value 
of guineas was lowered in England from 21 u and 6</. 
to only 2 1 /. the confequences to this kingdom were ob- 
vious, and manifeft to us all : and a fober man may be 
allowed at leaft to wonder, alt ho' he dare not complain, 
why a new' regulation of coin among us was not then 
made ; much more, why it hath never been fince. ft 
would furely require no very profound (kill in Algebra 
to reduce the difference of nine pence in thirty (hillings, 
or three pence in a guinea to lefs than a farthing ; and 
fo fmall a fraction could be no temptation either to bank- 
ers to hazard their filver at fea, or tradefmen to load 
themfelves with it in their journies to England. . In my 

humble 

• The Lord Carteret. 
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•humble opinion it would be no unfeafonable condecenfi- 
-on, if the government would gracioufly pleafe to fignify 
to the poor loyal Proteftant fubje&s of Ireland, either that 
this miferable want of filver is not poffible to be remedi- 
ed in any degree by the niceft Hull in Arithmetic ; or 
elfe, that it doth not ftand with the good pleafure of En- 
gland, to fufler any filver at all among us. In the for- 
mer cafe, it would be madnefs to expelt impoffibilities ; 
and in the' other, we muft fubmit : for lives and fortunes 
are always at the mercy of the conqueror*. 

The queftion hath been often put in printed papers, 
by the Drapier and others, or perhaps by the fame 
writer, nnder different ftyles, why this kingdom mould 
not be permitted to have a mint of its own for the coin- 
age of gold, filver, and copper ; which is a power exer- 
cifed by many bifbops, and every petty prince in Ger- 
many ? but this queftion ham never been anfwered ; nor 
the leaft application, that I have heard of, made to the 
erown from hence for the grant of a public mint ; al» 
tho' it ftands upon record, that feveral cities and corpo- 
rations here had the liberty of coining filver. lean fee 
no reafons, why we alone of all nations are thus reftrain- 
•ed, but fuch as I dare not mention : only thus far I may 
venture, that Ireland is the firft imperial kingdom fince 
Nimrod, which ever wanted power to coin their own 
money, 

I know very well, that in England it is lawful for any 
'fubjeft to petition either the Prince or the Parliament, 
provided it be done in a dutiful and regular manner: bat 
what is lawful for a fubjedt of Ireland, I profefs I cannot 
determine ; nor will undertake, that the printer ffiall not 
be profecuted " in a court of juftice for publiihing my 
wifhes, that a poor (hopkeeper might be able to change 
a guinea or a moidore, when a cuftomer comes for a 
crown's worth of goods-. I have known lefs crimes pu- 
jiiffied with the utmoft feverity, under the title of difaft 
fe&ion. And I cannot but approve the wifdom of the 
antients, who, after Aftrea had fled from the earth, at 
leaft took care to provide three upright judges for bdl* 
Mens ears among us are indeed grown fo nice, that who- 
ever happens to think out of fafhion, in what relates to 
the welfare^of this kingdom, dare not fo much as com- 
plain 
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plain of the tooth-ach, left our weak and bufy dabblers 
in politics fhould be ready to fwear againft him for difa£ 
feclion. 

There was a method pra&ifed by Sir Ambrofe Craw- 
ley, the great dealer in iron -works, which J wonder th$ 
gentlemen t>f our -country under this great exigence hav6 
not thought fit to imitate. In the feveral towns and vil- 
lages where he dealt, and many miles round, he gave 
notes inftead. of money (from two pence to twenty mil- 
lings) which palled current in all (hops and mercats, as 
well as in honfes, where meat or drink was fold. I fee 
no reafon, why the like practice may not be introduced 
among us with fome degree of fuccefs ; or at leaft may 
not ferve as a poor expedient in this our blefTed age of 
paper ; which as it difchargeth all our greateft payments, 
may be equally ufeful in the Tmaller, and may juft keep 
us alive, until an Engliih a& of parliament (hall forbid it. 

I have been told, that among fome of our pooreft A- 
merican colonies upon the continent, * the people enjoy 
the liberty of cutting the little money among them into 
halves and quarters for the conveniencies of ftnall traffic. 
How happy mould we be in comparifon of our prefent 
condition, if the like privilege were granted to us of em- 
ploying the fheers, for want of a mint, upon our foreign 
gold, by clipping it into half crowns and millings, and 
even lower denominations; for beggars muft oe con- 
tent to live upon fcraps ; and it would be our felicity, 
that thefe fcraps could never be exported to other coun- 
tries, while any thing better was left. 

If neither of thefe projects will avail, I fee nothing 
left us but to truck and barter our goods like the wild 
Indians with each other, or with our too powerful neigh- 
bours 1 only with this difadvantage on our fide, that the 
Indians enjoy the product of their own land ; whereas 
"the better half of ours is fent away, without fo much as 
a recompence in bugles or glafs in return. 

It muft needs be a very comfortable circumftance in 
die prefent juncture, that fome thoufand families are 
gone, are going, or preparing to go from hence and fet- 
tle themfelves in America: the poorer fort for want of 
work ; the farmers, whofe beneficjal bargains are now 
become a rack-rent too hard to be born, and thofe who 

H h . have 
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have any ready money, or can purchafe any by the fide 
of their goods or leafes, becaufe they find their fortunes 
hourly decaying, that their goods will bear no price, and 
that few or none have any money to buy the very necef- 
feries of life, are hastening to follow their departed neigh- 
bours. It is true, corn among us carries a very high 
price ; but it is for the fame reafon, that rats and cats 
and dead horfes have been often bought for gold in a 
town befieged. 

There is a perfon of quality in my neighbourhood, 
who twenty years ago, when he was juft come to age, 
being unexperienced and of a generous temper, let his 
lands, even as times went then, at a low rate to able 
tenants ; and confequently by the rife of land fince that 
time looked upon his eftate to be fet at half value : but 
numbers of thefe tenants or their defendants are now of- 
fering to fell their leafes by cant*, even thofe which 
were for lives, fome of them renewable for ever, and 
fome fee- farms, which the landlord himfelf hath bought 
in at half the price they would have yielded feveh years 
ago. And fome leafes let at the fame time for lives have 
been given up to him without any confideration at all.. 

This is the moil favourable face of all things at pre- 
fent among us ; Hay, among us of the North, who are 
efteemed the only thriving people of the kingdom. And 
how far, and how icon this mifery and deflation may 
fpread, is eafy to fbrefee. 

The vaft fiims of money daily carried off by our nu- 
merous adventurers to America have deprived us of our 
gold in thefe parts, almoft as much as of our filver. And 
the good wives who conie .to our houfes orTer us their 
pieces of linen, upon .wriick their whole dependance lies, 
for fo little profit, that it can neither half pay their rents, 
nor half fupport their families. 

It is remarkable, that this enthufiafm fpread among our 
Northern people, of flickering themfelves in the conti- 
nent of America, hath no other foundation than their pre- 
fent infupportable condition at home. I have made all 
poffible inquiries to learn what encouragement our peo- 
ple £ave met with, by any intelligence rrom thofe plan* 

tations, 

• Cant or auction. 



No i 9 . The INTELLIGENCER. ±6$ 

tatiohs,fufficient to make them undertake (b tedious and 
hazardous a voyage, in all feafons of the year, and fo ill 
accommodated in their (hips, that many of them have 
died miferably in their paflage; but could never get one 
fatisfadory anfwer. Somebody, they know not who, 
had written a letter to his friend or coufin from thence, 
inviting him by all means to come over ; that it was ft 
fine fruitful country, and to be held for ever at a penny 
an acre. But the truth of the fact is this : the Englilh e- 
ftablifhed in thofe colonies are in great want of men to in* 
habit that traft of ground, which lies between them and 
the wild Indians, who are not reduced under their domi- 
nion. We read of fome barbarous people, whom the Ro- 
mans placed in their army for no other fervice than to) 
blunt their enemies fwords, and afterwards to fill up 
trenches with theft dfead bodies. And 1 thus our people, 
who tranfport themfehres, are fettled fn thofe interjacent 
traces, as a fcreen againft the infults of the lavages ; and 
may have as much lands as they can clear from the woods; 
at a very reafonable rate-, if they can afford to pay about 
a hundred years purchafe By their labour. Now, betides 
the fox's reafonf , which* inclines aH thofe who have afc 
ready ventured thither, to reprefent* every thing in a falfe 
light, as well for juftifying their own conduit, as forget- 
ting companions in their mifery, the governing people in 
thofe plantations havealfo wifely provided, that no letters 
fhall be fuffered to pafs from thence hither without being 
firft viewed by the council ; by which our people here 
are wholly deceived in the opinions they have of the 
happy condition of their friends gone before them. This 
was accidentally difcovered fome months ago by an ho*- 
neft man, who having tranfported himfelf and family thi- 
ther, and finding all things directly contrary to his hope,* 
had the luck to convey a private note b^a faithful hand 
to his relation here, entreating him not to think of fuch a 
voyage, and to difcourage all his friends from attempting 
it. Yet this, altho* it be a truth well known, hath, 
produced very little effect $ which is no manner of won- 
der : for as it is natural to a man in a fever to turn often,, 
altho' without any hope of eafe ; or when he is purfued, 

Hh 2 to> 

t The fox who, having loft bis tail* would have pesfhaded the 
left to cut off theks. 
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to leap down a precipice to avoid an enemy juft at his 
back ; fo men in the extremeft degree of mifery and want 
will naturally fly to the nrfl: appearance of relief, let it be 
ever fo vain or vifionary. 

You may ohferve, that I have very fuperficially touch- 
ed the fubjeft I began with, and with the utmoft caution 5 
for I know how criminal the lead complaint hath been 
thought* however feafonable, or juft or honefUy intended, 
which' hath forced me to offer up my daily praters* that 
it may never, at lead in my time, be interpreted by in- 
nuendos as a falfe* Scandalous, Seditious, and difafFeGed 
aclion for a man to roar under an acute fit of the gout's 
which, beiides the lofs and the danger, would be very, 
inconvenient to one of my age, fafeverely afflicted with, 
that diftemper. { 

I wifti you good fuccefs, but I can promife you little, 
in an ungrateful office yoa have taken up without the 
leaft view either to reputation. or profit. Perhaps your 
comfort is, that none but villains and betrayers of their 
country can be your enemies. Upon which I have little 
to fay, having not the honor to be acquainted with 
many of that fort ; and therefore, as you may eafily be? 
Ueve, am compelled to lead a very retired life* 

» 

I am, Sir, 

Tour moft obedient 

Humble Servant, ' 

A, North. 

County of Down, 
Dec. 2. 1728. 
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The Drapier demolished, and fet out m 
his own proper colours ; being a full Con - 
futation of all his Arguments againit 
Mr Wood's Hal* -pence *. 

By William Wood, E%; 
Written ia Ac year 1744% 

> 

te good' people of Ireland, 

I MAKE not the lead doubt, when ye have impartially 
weighed and confidered what I {hall offer upon the* 
prefent occafion in my. own defence, and againfl your 
drapier, when ye {hall make aa exact *^j> of the argu- 
ments on both fides between him and me^. and, laftly, 
when ye fhall obferve* as I mail point itout^the abufive 
and reproachful language with which he has treated me-; 
I fay, as I {aid before, I make not theleail doubt, but 
jre will all to a man reject- him, and embrace me with 
open arms. 

In his firil letter, to the- tradefmenyjbop keepers, farmers,, 
and common people in general of the kingdom- of Ireland 
[above, p- 13.I he begins with the wheedling preamble 
jof brttbren r friends r countrymen,, and fellonju-JubjeGs* It- 
loving beginning indeed ! But I wonder which of ur 
two loves you bell ; he thaf is getting you no money 
at all, or I who am. this prefent providing more money 
for you than you {hall know what to do with. O fad*! 
Q fad ! I am. really concerned for the poor drapier. 
Soon after he proceeds, and fays, 

" It is a great fault. among you, that when a peribn 
** writes with no other intention than to do you good, 

H h 3 " you 

• This piece, and the Intelligencer, No 15-. annexed, are 
taken from the 9th volume of Swift's Milcellanies, printed at 
London in 17ft. Both tbcfe pieces would' have been mlerted in 
their proper places; but were not adverted to in time. 
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•• you will not be at the pains to read his advices.'* 

[P- 13-] 

Artful. enough indeed! This he did to draw you in 

like fo many gudgeons, to fwallow his falfe arguments- : 
and you fee he has accompliihed his end at iaft ; for had 
ye not read Jiis letters, ye might have,had the benefit of 
my half-pence thefe fiv.e or fix months paft. 

Now you muft know, that the half pence and far- 
things in England pafs for very little more .than they 
are worth ; and if you fhould beat them to pieces, and 
fell them to the brafier, you would not lofe much a- 
«' bove a penny in a (hilling. But Mr. Wood made his 
•* half-pence of fuch bafe metal, and fo much fmaller than 
"the Englifh ones, that the brafier would hardly give 
*• you above a penny of good money for a milling of his." 

IP »4-} 

Ay, would he give three pence. But one may fee his 

malice here with naif an eye He does not tell of the 
vaft expence and trouble I am at in coining ; the number 
of clerks I keep in pay; how much I was out of pocket 
in getting my patent ; the great expence I (hall be *at in 
Clipping them to Ireland ; which moft, in the nature of 
things, be a vaft drawback to the profit which 1 ought to 
have for my trouble ; and therefore it cannot be fuppofed 
I can either put as much or as good copper in the half- 
pence for Ireland, as tboTe for England. But, good 
Lord J is not a half-penny a half- penny, when once it is 
called fo ; 'and if it paflcs for a half- penny,, can yon ex> 
pecl any more ? Good people, never mind one word he 
fays, tho' he fells yon a dozen hats at Eve millings apiece, 
which is three pound, is but five (killings in my 1 money; 
this is perfedt tranfubitantiation to juggle yon out of 

your fenfes three pound is but five millings ! Well* 

if this be his computation, I have done. 

** This fame Mr Wood was able' to attend conftantly 
" for his own intereft ;" [and why fhould not F ?] j «* he 
k * is an Englifhman, and had great friends,* [God be 
thanked for that];- * 4 and it feems knew very weH where 
44 to give money to thofe that would Ipeak to others 
•* that could fpeak to the King, and would tell a fair 
*• ftory." fr grant that, and what would he infer?] 
Then he proceed?; ".If his Majeily the King faw that 
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u it would utterly ruin the kingdom of Ireland, he woul4 
*' fhew his difpleafure to fome body or other. But * 
" word to the wife is enough/' [We know his meaning 
by his mumping; he had as well fpoken what he though^ 
like an honeft man. He proceeds] : ** Moil of yq* 
." mml have heard with what anger our honourable houfe 
f of Commons received an account of this Wood's par 
" tent. There were feveral fine fpeeches made upon 
"it, and plain proofs, that it was all a wicked cheat, 
** from the bottom to the top j and feveral fmart votes 
" were printed, which that fame Wood had the affurance 
. €( to anfwer likewife in print, and in fo confident a way, 
•• as if he were a better man .than our whole parliament 
" put together." [p. i$.J 

The parliament was angry— rinade fpeeches — found 
me to. be a wicked cheat — and I anfwered as if 1 had 

been a better man than the whole parliament. Well, 

I find this drapier will fay any thing ; but. I -am very 
glad all the kingdom of Ireland knows to the contrary. Let 
.the drapier anfwer me only thefe three questions : where 
did this parliament fit ? and whe*e are* the fpeeches £ 
. and where is my anfwer i 

" The common foldier, when he goes to the market 
" or alehoufe, will offer this money/' [meaning my. half- 
pence] : " and tf it be refufed, perhaps he will fwagger 
" and he&or, aad threaten. to beat the butcher or ale,- 
" wife'' {threaten indeed ! he wi&do it in earned], " or 
" take the goods by force, and throw them the bad half- 
" pence," [Why ihould he not I is it aay robbery if he 
pays them 1] " In this and the like cafes, the (kopkeep- 
" er, or victualler, or any other trade fmar>, has no more 
«» to do, than to demand ten times the price of his 
€t goods, if jt is to be paid in Wood's money ; for ex- 
■" ample, twenty pence for a quart of ale2 % [p. 1 6.] 
The devil is in his confidence, twenty pence for a quart of 
ale! I believe fitch another propo&I was never fince 
Adam. To confider all other things in proportion, what 
mifchief would this occafion I That is, fifteen millings .a 
bottle for claret, at eighteen pence a bottle ; for a Hafk. 
of burgundy five and forty millings 5 fifty ihiljings a-day 
for a coach ; ten fhillings a dinner for a twelve-penny or- 
dinary ; thirty fbiUings. a-day for a. chair j ten pence ft 
- " frefh 
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frefli egg ; * five pence a half penny roll ; two pence half- 
penny for a pint of fmali beer. In fhort, by his advice, 
victuallers, vintners, and tradef-folk would foon get all 
the money of the kingdom into their own- hands-, fhould 
they all follow the pot-of-aie example. And now to 
confider the poor, they wonld be undone by the drapier's 
advice ; the batcher would have eighteen pence for a 
fheep*s head ; ? the baker ten fhillings for a twelve-penny 
loaf; and thin would it be in proportion as to all their 
other exigences. No* no, rather take my advice ; two 
fence a-quart and mj bleffing. 

In p. 16. he denies that my half-pence are lawfar mo- 
ney of England or Ireland, ifuppoie then he wonld have 
them lawful money of Scotland or Wales ; for they mutt 
be lawful fome- where. Fop does he think, under the 
Icarcity of money we find at present, that we can afford 
to let fonrfcore and ten thoufand pound lie dead ? I need 
no other argument to fhewwhat a fr iend be is to the 
public. 

" Thwt fey 'Squire ConoBy ftath fixteen thdufend 
u pounds a year 1 now, if he lends for his rent to town*, 
" as it is likely he doth, he muft have two hundred and 
* fifty hOrfes to- bring up hi* half-yearns rent." [p. 17.] 

Suppose he mud, where is the great hardthip ? If a 
man of fixteen thoufand a- year cannot afford two hundred 
and fifty horfes to* draw his money, he-deferves to want 
it. I'll engage his under tenants will lay if down at his 
door, and it (hall not coft him a Earthing forthe carriage. 

"These half- pence, if they once pafs, wiH-foon be 
" counterfeited, because it may Be cheaply done, the 
" fluff is fo bafe. The Dutch like wife will probably do 
** the fame thing, and iend them over to us to- pay for 
u our goods." [p- 17.] 

The Huff is good fteff, let him fey what he will 7 and 
the half-pence are good half- pence, and I will Hand By 
it : if I made them of filver, it would be the fame thing 
to this grumbler. As for their being counterfeit, fuse 
they counterfeit gold and filver, and can one help that? 
for there ever have been rogues of coiners in the world, 
and will be to the end of it. As for the Dutch, it is 
time enough to complain when they do coin. lam cer- 
tain they have aot coined one half-penny as yet ; afed if 

they 
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they (herald* I ihajl take cave to flock you fo t well, that. . 
yon {hall have no occafion for theirs ; fo that they may 
carry them home again if they pleafe. * 

** It would be very hard, if all Ireland fhould be putt 
*' into one fcale, and this forry fellow Wood into the o- 
" ther; that Mr Wood and his half-pence fhould weigh 
^ down this whole kingdom, by which England get* 
" above a million of good money every year clear into 
" their pockets; and that is moje than-theEngliih do by 
•* all the world befides." [p. i &) - [ 

Parturiant monies — But I bsg pardon for talking t& 
him in a language which he does not underikad. : 

, ", A famous law-book, cajled tbo mirror of 'jujiice, dif? 
f \ courfing of the charters (pr laws) ordained by. -oar anti-i 
" ent kings, declares the -law to ; Jb(e as follows.: it wa§ 
" ordained, that no Ki*g of this realm iflifcoM change 
*' ipipair, . or amend, p* make - any imopey $hap • of gold 
V or filver, without the affent of all t&e counties; that 
u is, as my Lord Coke [i . Inil. 1 576.] fays, without the 
i ( affent of parliament*" .[p. 19.] 
i TttBN he concludes, according to cuitonirwith his fine 
flattering fpeeches. .... -; \; .. .../:^ ;;.. . 1 

" I; witt now, my deafi friends, to&ve you the trouble, 
•«.fet before you in ihort what the law obliges you to do, 
'* and what it does not oblige you to." [This drapier is 
an excellent lawyer, I wonder he is not made a Lord 
Chancellors] ,.--.. 

'*• First, you are obliged to take all money in pay- 
" ments which is coined by the King* and is of the En- 
" gliih ftandard 6r weight, provided it Tbe of gold or fil- 
ler. . . • .v 

"Secondly, you are not obliged to take any money 
u which is not of gold or filver. 

" Thirdly, much lefs are we obliged to take thofe 
** vile half-pence of that fame Wood. 



Therefore, my friends, ft and to it one and all : 
" fufe this filthy train. It is no treafon to rebel agaiiut 
" Mr Wood* His Majefty, in 1ms patent, obliges -rip 
" body to take thefe half-pence." [p. 21.] 

So then, at this rate,nhey are coined* for no b6dy,'1>y 
fome body ; and fome body is to get nothing by no 
body, I have made a fine hand of my, paten/ and coin- 

age. 
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age. Ye fee, gentlemen, the force of that argument 
which the drapier offers ; bat I find logic is not his ta- 
lent. Thus have I, with great patience, gone through 
this injurious piece of fatire upon myfelf contained in this 
firft letter. Bat knowing that the bed undertakers have 
always met with enemies and detractors, I comfort my- 
felf that I have far defeated this malicious author ; that 
yon are all convinced, I am now for all your goods ; and 
tho' a perfect Granger to the country of Ireland, yet a 
little time will (hew what induftry and pains it has coft 
me, to make yon a flonrifhing and happy people. It is 
my inclination to preferve a good understanding between 
me and you, however wicked people may endeavour to 
interpofe. Before I conclude, I have one complaint 
more : I am told, that pitiful, malicious, infidious, un- 
derniining, icribbltng drapier fet on a parcel of tattered, 
filthy, Jrifn, butter-milk, potatoe fcoundrels, to carry my 
effigies about in <wcod, and afterwards hang it at 
Stephen's Green [above, p. 144.]; for which I hope, 
when the parliament fits, to have ample fatisfadHon. I am 
glad that none of the gentry of Ireland were concerned 
in that abominable proceffioo. 

I am your be ft friend* 
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Lamentations iiT 19. 

Jbifty cry out in the night 1 in the beginning of the watches 
four out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord: 
lift up thy bands towards him, for the life offby young 
children, that faint for hunger in the top of every Jlreet. 

I Remember to have read an account, that an ode 
which Pindar writ in honour of the ifland Delos, was 
inferibed in the temple of Minerva at Athens, in large 
letters of gold. A public and very laudable acknowledge* 

ment 

* See above, p. 349. in the notes. 
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ment for the poet's ingenuity, and for no more than a 
bare compliment ! Such was the encouragement given 
by the great and public-fpirited Athenians. Had the fame 
poet, infpired by a noble and heroic ardour, by another 
ode awakened androufed their whole flate againft an in* 
vading enemy, or opened their eyes againft any (beret 
and wicked contrivers of their deftru&ion, they would 
have erected him a ftatue at lealt But, alas I that fpirit 
is fled from the world, and long iince neglected. Virtue 
is become her own pay mailer. My countrymen,- I 
hope, will forgive me, if I complain there has been fo 
little notice taken of a fmall, bat moil excellent pam- 
phlet, written by the D rapier. It is intitled, A short 
view oj the state of Ireland {above, p. 157O 
There never was any treatife yet publifhed, with 3. zeal 
more generous for the univerfal good of a nation, or a 
defign more feafonable, confidering our prefent lament- 
able condition : yet we liflen not to the voice of the 
charmer. Whereas it fhould have been inferibed in ca- 
pital letters ,(as glorious as tbofeaf the poet), in the mod 
public part of every corporation town, thro' this whole 
kingdom, that people might behold the Several unpro- 
voked caufes of their poverty, our offences towards 
heaven excepted. Nay, I will proceed farther, and Jay, 
that every head of every family ought to inflrud his chil- 
dren fo far in this naoft incomparable pamphlet, that they 
ihould not only underftaad, bat be able to repeat by 
heart every fingle paragraph thro' the whole. This was 
the method laid down by the wifeft lawgiver that ever 
the world produced, to gain the hearts of the people, by 
working. upon their memories: Deut. vi. 7. 8. 9. 
" And thou ihalt teach them diligently unto thy chil- 
" dren, and fhalt talk of them when thon fitted ki 
" thine houfe, and when thou walked by the way, and 
" when thou lied down, and when thou rifeft up. And 
" thou (halt bind them for a fign upon thine hand, and 
** they (hall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And 
" thou fhalt write them upon the polls of thy houfe, and 
" on thy gates." 

And where would be the great tromble, iince we have 
little elfe to do, if every man would read a leclore of the 
Jbort view e\ery day in his family, after reading prayers? 

Nor 
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Nor do I think the expense would be extravagant, if he 
(hould have every page of it reprinted, to be hang up in 
frames, in every chamber of his houfe ; that it might be 
as evident as the band-nuriting on the wall. 
- And mice I have ventured thus far to praife and re- 
commend this moil inimitable piece, let me (peak a few 
words in favour of its Author. 

I would propofe to my countrymen before all their mo* 
Hey goes off, (it is going as faft as ppffible), to convert 
it into a few ftatues to the Drapier, in thofe memorable 
parts of this kingdom, where our heroes have fhone with 
the greateft luftre, Sn defence of x our liberty , and the 
Protestant rblioion over all Europe ; at Derry, 
at EnnIskillen, at Boyne, at Aughrim. Nor would 
it be amifs to (et up a few more about our Metropolis, 
with that glorious infcription, Libertas et Natale 
Solum. 

' If our money were metamorphofed upon fuch a good 
occafion as this, it would not be in the power of any 
Cypfelus *, to get it into his own coffers ; and it would 
be the only method to prevent its being carried off, ex- 
cept our viceroys (hould ad like the Roman prefects; 
and run away with our very ftatues. 

Courteous reader, mark well what follows. 

" I am allured, that it hath for fome time been pra- 
" £ti(ed, r ferV. [Here the Jhort 'view of the ftate of In- 
land, above, p. 157. was inierted verbatim.] 

• Cypfelus, a governor of Corinth, who contrived a tax which 
brought all the money of that ftate to himfelf in ten years time* 
drift. Poltt. 
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